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TO record paft events, for the 
inftruction of man, ought to be 
the object of hiftory. At this the 
writer of the following fheets has 
fteadily aimed; with what fuccefs the, 
impartial publick will determine. He 
faw with regret the tranfaGtions of each 
fucceeding year occupying the publick 
mind, while thofe of the preceding 
were faft haftening to oblivion. He 
conceived that the revolution of the 
governments of America, from Bri- 
tifh provinces into independent ftates, 
exhibited many ufeful leffons, both to 
princes and people. This view of the 
a great 
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great event incited him to compile a 
fuccinét account of the beginning, 
progrefs and conclufion, of the war, 
which terminated in the change of the 
government of that part of the United 
States with which he was beft ac- 
quainted. He would have been pleafed 
could he have extended his plan; and 
his work, perhaps, would have been 
more acceptable: but his knowledge 
of the affairs of the middle and 
northern ftates was not fufliciently 
particular to warrant his attempting 
the hiftory of the. whole. He has 
therefore .confined himfelf to the 
revolution of his own ftate, and has 
introduced the tranfaGions of the 
neighbouring ftates only where their 
connection with, and influence upon, 
the affairs of South-Carolina rendered | 
it neceflary. By limiting his fubject 
he has been enabled to be more par- 
ticular, and he prefumes more accu- 

rate. 


C. 7 
rate. His opportunities of informa- 
tion have been confiderable, from his 
being actually a witnefs to many of 
the events recorded in the following 
hiftory. From the year of the decla- 
ration of independence, to the termi- 
nation of the war, he had the honour 
of reprefenting Charlefton in the le- 
giflature of the ftate. For two years 
he had the additional honour of being 
one of the privy-council, and for one 
year of reprefenting the ftate in the 
continental Congrefs. Befides ferving 
in thefe civil offices he was frequently’ 
in the field with the army, in the line 
of his profeflion, attending on the fick 
and wounded. Where his own know- 
ledge was infufficient he has fought for 
information from thofe who were the 
immediate actors. He has freely con- 
verfed with the partifans for both the 
old and new government. He has 
examined almoft all the fields of bat- 
tle, 
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tle, and has had accefs to the official 
returns, orderly-books, and defpatches, | 
fent or received by the American 
generals. The motives and de- 
figns of particular movements he has 
learned from the fountain-head, by 
converfing with thofe who had the 
direGtion of publick affairs, both in 
the civil and military line. During 
his attendance on Congrefs he care- 


‘fully perufed every official defpatch 


fent to that honourable body, which 
related to the tranfactions upon which 
he had undertaken to write. From 
thefe original fources he has compiled 
the following work. He declares 
that, embracing every opportunity 
of obtaining genuine information, he 
has fought for truth, and that he has 
afferted nothing but what he. be- 
lieves to be faG. Hf he fhould be 


miftaken he will, on conviction of 


his error, willingly retract it. During 


the 
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the whole time of his writing he has 
carefully watched the workings of his 
mind, left paflion, prejudice or a par- 
ty-fpirit, fhould warp his judgment. 
He has endeavoured to imprefs on 
himfelf how much more honourable 
it was to write impartially, for the 
good of mankind, than to condefcend 
to be the apologift of a party. He 
has often reflected that an hiftorian 
fhould neither be a panegyrift nor fa- 
tinft, but an impartial recorder of 
paft events, for the information of af- 
ter ages. Notwithftanding this care 
to guard againft partiality, he ex- 
pects to be charged with it by both 
of the late contending parties. The 
fuffering Americans, who have feen 
and felt the ravages and oppreffions 
of the Britifh army, will accufe him 
of too great moderation, and of be- 
ing too {paring of cenfure. Europe- 
ans who have heard much of Ameri- 
can 


Cot) 

can cowardice, perfidy and ingrati- 
tude, and more of Britifh honour, 
clemency and moderation, will proba- 
bly condemn his work as the off- 
fpring of party-zeal. The impoflibi- 
lity of pleafing both, has induced him 
to. decline the fruitlefs attempt of 
aiming to pleafe either; and inftead 
thereof to follow the attractions of 
truth, whitherfoever fhe might lead. 


Tue author has been lefs particu- 
lar in reciting the movements and 
arrangements of the Britith than of 
the American army, becaufe he had 
fewer opportunities of obtaining in- 
formation of the former than of the 
latter. He‘farther informs the reader, 
that the epithets Whig and Tory are 
ufed in the following fheets in a fenfe 
different from what has been ufual. 
By the latter he means thofe of the 
inhabitants of America who were 


the 
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the friends of royal government ; 
by the former, and alfo by the more 
general appellation American, he in- 
tends thofe who favoured the re- 


volution. 


Charlefton, OG. 12, 1784. 
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SOUTH-CAROLINA, 


CPAP TER OR TR ST: 


A fhort view of the province of South-Caro- 
lina, and of events introductory to open 


Pies. 


HE firft charter of Carolina was granted 
about the year 1662, and contained a 

““- rant of all the lands lying between 31 
att 36 degrees of north latitude, About the 
year 1664 a fecond and more ample charter was 
obtained, comprehending a tract of country feven 
and a half degrees broad, bounded by the Atlan; 
tic on the eaft, the Peratie on the weft, and on 
the north and fouth by two parallel lines, to be- 
gin on the thores of the Atlantic, the one at 29 
B degrees 


as 
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degrees north latitude, the other at 36—-30, and” 
from thefe points to be continued due weft till 
they reached the Pacific ocean. This extenfive 
grant of territory fuffered alterations from va- 
rious caufes. By fubfequent charters of the King 
of England the original extent of Carolina on 
the fea coaft has been divided into North-Caro- 
lina South-Carolina and Georgia. South-Caro- 
lina, is the moft fouthern of the thirteen United 
States of North-America, Georgia excepted, 
and extends along the fea from the mouth of 
Savannah river a few miles to the northward of 
theanortheaft extremity of Long-Bay, a diftance 
of about two hundred miles, and is fettled be- 
tween two and three hundred miles to the weft- 
ward. It is bounded to the northward by a line 
which feparates it from North-Carolina—to the 
eaftward by the ‘Atlantic ocean. Its boundaries 
to the fouthward and weftward are the fubject 
of controverfy. For eighty or a hundred miles 
from the fea coaft it is an even plain. No rocks 
nor’ {tones nor hills of any height are to be feen. 
From this to the weftward the country is beau- 
tifully diverfified witn hills and vallies, and exhi- 
bits many delightful profpects. A valt ridge of 
mountains runs through South-Carolina in com- 
mon with the other parts of North-America, from 
the weftern fides of which the waters flow into 
the Miffifippi, from the eaftern into the Atlantic. 
South-Carolina is watered by the rivers Savan- 
nah, Edifto, Santee and Peedee, which take their 
rifé in thefe heights. There are feveral other 


a rivers 


he 


rivers of a fecondary fize, which are either arms 
of the fea, or originate, fome from hills in the 
heart of the country, and others from favannahs 
orfwamps. Of thefe kinds are Caalaw, Comba- 
hee, Waccamaw, Atfhley, Cooper and Black ri- 
vers. From the circuitous windings of fundry 
arms of the ocean the coaft is chequered by fea 
iflands. 


Tue low lands produce rice in great abun- 
dance. The high lands provifion, grain of all forts, 
indigo and tobacco. Orchards and meadows are 
advantageoufly cultivated at fome diftance from 
the fea coaft. The interior part of the ftate is 
fettled in fmall farms, which yield the neceffa- 
ries of life in the greateft plenty. The canes, 
without fodder or grain, afford, throughout the 
fhort winter, ample fupport for numerous herds 
of cattle. The foil produces every commodity 
that grows in any of the United States, befides 
rice, indigo and madder, which are peculiar to 
itfelf and the adjacent ftates. Such is the mild- 
nefs of the winter, that for eight months of the 
year the climate 1s delightful. The weftern coun- 
try is at all feafons free from the extremes of 
heat and cold, and is favourable to health and 
longevity. 


Tue firlt fettlement of the province was made in 
the year 1669, on the neck of land between Afhley 
and Cooper rivers, by a few adventurers who em- 


barked fromgpistone in two veffels. The fubfe- 
quent 
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Guent fettlers were a medley of different nations; 
and compofed of the moft contradictory characters. 
From England, the colony received both the friends 
of the parliament and the adherents to the royal 
family. The fervants of the crown, from motives 
of policy, encouraged the emigration of the former 
and grants of land were freely beftowed on the 
latter, as a reward of their loyalty. A confider= 
able number of French proteftants, after the re- 
vocation of the.edia& of Nantz, found an afylum 
in South-Carolina, and became very ufeful inha- 
bitants.. Many of the Dutch colonifts, diflatisfied 
with their fitiation in New-York, after the fub- 
miflion of that colony to the crown of England, 
repaired thither, and contributed much by their 
induftry to the cultivation of the province. The 
Giccefs that attended them induced more of their 
countrymen to follow their example. An Irifh 
fettlement was planted near Santee between the 
year 1730 and 1740, to which was given the 
name of Williamfburg townfhip. In the fame pe- 
riod feveral families of Switzers fettled on the 
hortheaft fide of Savannah river, under the au- 
fpices of their countryman John-Peter Pury. 
From this gentleman the village of Puryfburgh 
took its name. From 1748 to 1755 great num- 
bers of Palatines were introduced—they fettled 
Orangeburgh, Congaree and Wateree. After the 
battle of Culloden a number of the vanquifhed 
Highlanders were tranfported to South-Carolina. 
But the moft confiderable zra of population was 
bfter the peace of Paris in - Soon after 

that 
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that event, the affembly of the colony appropriated 
a large fund for bounties to foreign proteftants 
who veal fettle in the interior parts. In con- 
fequence of this encouragement many arrived 
from Europe, particularly from Ireland. Great 
numbers alfo migrated from Virginia, Pennfylva- 
nia, and the other northern provinces. From 
thefe various fources of population fettlements 
were made, in ten years after the peace of Paris, 
one hundred and fifty miles to the weftward, be- 
yond all that had taken place in the preceding 
hundred years: 


Tue government of the country, for the firft 
fifty years, was proprietary. About the year i7ig 
the inhabitants, finding that ‘they were not fufh- 
ciently protected by that conftitution, effeGed a 
change of government from proprietary to regal, 
inamanner fomewhat fimilar to that which their 
potterity, fifty years afterwards, adopted in accom- 
plifhing a revolution from royal to republican. 
The bufinefs was conducted with great addrefs 
by a convention of the people, who acted under 
the fan@ion of the firft law of nature—felf-pre- 
fervation. ‘They refufed to do any bufinefs with 
Robert Johnfon the proprietary povernor, but at 
the fame time offered to obey him if he would 
hold the reins of government in the name of the 
King of Great-Britain. This being refufed, they 
chofe James Moore for their governor. The 
people, with great unanimity, bound themfelves 
by an aflociation to ftand by each other in de- 

* fence 
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fence of their rights and. privileges againft the ty- 
ranny Of the proprietors and their officers: this 
they honourably obferved until the revolution 
was completed. A ftate of the whole proceed- 
ings of the people, and of the caufes of their dif- 
fatisfa€tion with the lords proprietors, being laid 
before the regency in England, it was determined 
that the proprietary charter was forfeited. In 
confequence of which the province was taken un- 
der the immediate protection of the crown. 


From this period the government was regal. 
The crown appointed a governor, and delegated 
to him its conftitutional powers civil and mili- 
tary. He had a negative on all the bills pafled 
by the affemblies; and the power of convening, 
proroguing and diffolving them. He had powers 
of chancery, admiralty, of fupreme ordinary, and 
of appointing civil magiftrates and militia officers. 
To him alfo was entrufted the execution of the 
laws. The crown appointed a council, with 
powers to advife the governor, and to affift in 
legiflation. The houfe of affembly confifted of 
the reprefentatives of the people, who were 
clected by them as the houfe of commons in 
Great-Britain. The model of the government, 
as near as circumftances would admit, was formeds 
on the plan of the Englith conftitution. The in- 
habitants enjoyed the proteétion of Great-Britain ; 
and, in return, the mother-country had a mono- 
poly of their trade. Great-Britain received great 
“benefit by this intercourfe, and -” under 

her 
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her protecting care, became great and happy. 
In South-Carolina an enemy to the Hanoverian 
fucceflion, or to the Britifh conftitution, was 
{carcely known. ‘The inhabitants were fond of 
Britifh manners even to excefs. They for the 
moft part fent their children to Great-Britain for 
education, and fpoke of that country under the 
endearing appellation of Home. ‘They were en- 
thufiafts for that facred plan of civil and religious 
happinefs under which they had grown up and 
flourifhed. All ranks and orders of men gloried 
in their connection with the mother-country, and 
in being fubjects of the fame King. The laws of 
the Britifh parliament, confining their trade for 
the benefit of the prote@ing parent flate, were 
very generally and cheerfully obeyed. Few coun- 
tries have at any time exhibited fo ftriking an in- 
ftance of publick and private profperity as ap- 
peared in South-Carolina between the years 

1703. and 1775, ‘The inhabitants of the pro- 
‘vince were in that fhort {pace of time more than 
doubled.. Wealth poured in upon them from a 
thoufand channels. The fertility of the foil gene- 
roufly repaid the labour of the hufbandman, mak- 
ing the poor to fing, and induftry to {mile through 
every corner of the land. None were indigent, but 
a idle and unfortunate. Perfonal independence 

as fully within the reach of every man who 
was healthy and induftrious. The inhabitants, 
at peace with all the world, enjoyed domeftick 
tranquility, and were fecure in their perfons. and 


property. _ were alfo completely fatisfied 
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with their government, and wifhed not for the 
fmalleft change in their political conftitution. 


Iw the midft of thefe enjoyments, and the moft 
fincere attachment to the mother-country, to their 
King and his government, the people of South- 
Carolina, without any original defign on their 
part, were ftep by ftep drawn into an extenfive 
war, which involved them in every fpecies of 
difficulty, and finally difevered them from the 
parent-ftate. 


Some alterations in the commercial fyftem of 
the colonies for preventing a contraband trade 
with the French and Spaniards, and for enlarging 
the powers of the courts of admiralty, had cre- 
ated great uneafinefs in fome parts of the conti- 
nent; but the South-Carolinians, whofe commerce 
was catried on agreeably to the Britifh laws of 
trade and navigation, were very little affected by 
thefe innovations. Yet the parliamentary claims 
of taxation and unlimited fupremacy interefted 
every American, and created fufpicions in the 
minds of the jealous colonifts, that the mother-’ 
country harboured defigns unfriendly to their 
liberties. 


ad 

From the earlieft period of the Britifh colo 
nies, till the acceflion of George the Third, Great- 
Britain, in time of war, had been in the habit of 
making requifitions for fupplies to the provincial 
aflemblies; thefe were fo liberally granted by 
a many 


- 
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many of them, and particularly by that of South- 
Carolina, that the parliament of Great-Britain had 


fometimes retmburfed them for their extraordi- | 
nary exertions. ‘Till the year 1763, the mother- 4/, 
country contented herfelf w with the great advan= / 


‘tages refulting from a monopoly of their trade, 
and with the fupplies obtained from them in the 
way of requifition. About that period the fcheme 
of an American revenue, to be laid by the Britith 
parliament, and colleCted in the colonies without 
the confent of their local Legiflatures, was intro- 


duced... The Britith miniftry were prompted to this 


innovation by the immenfe load of national debt 
incurred during the war, which in that year had 
terminated. They conceived that every part of 
their dominions fhould pay a proportion of the 
publick debt; and that the parliament of Great- 


Britain, as the fupreme power, was conttitution-. 


ally yeted with a right to lay taxes on every 


part of the empire. This doétrine, fo plaufible 
in itfelf, and fo conformable to the letter of the 


Britifh conftitution, when the whole dominions 
were reprefented in one aflembly, was reprobated 
in the colonies as fubverfive of their rignts, and 
contrary to the fpirit of the fame government, 
when the empire became fo far extended as tohave 


qe difting reprefentative aflemblies, The co- 


nifts conceived that the chief excellence of the 
Britith conftitution confifted in the right of the 
people to grant or withhold taxes, and in their 
having a fhare in the ena&ing of the laws by 
which they were to be governed. In Great-Bri- 
7 C tain 
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tain a tax was defined to be a tribute exacted by 
the fupreme power ofanation. In America it was 
{aid to be a free gift of the people to their rulers 
for protection and fecurity. In the mother-coun- 
try it was aflerted to be effential to the unity of 
the empire, that the Britifh parliament fhould 
have a right of taxation over every part of their 
extended dominions. In the colonies it was be- 
lieved that taxation and reprefentation were infe- 
parable, and that they could neither be free nor 
happy if their property could be taken from them 
without their confent. The Britifh miniftry rea- 
foned, that all who enjoyed national protection 
fhould pay to the fupport of government, The 
colonial affemblies allowed the pofition, but con- 
tended they were to be judges of the abilities of 
their conitituents, and had the exclufive right of 
impofing taxes on them. They alleged farther, 
that they had granted, and would continue to 
grant, aids to his Majefty when called on in a con- 
(itutional way. The patriots in the American af- 
femblies infifted that it was effential to liberty and 
happinefs that the people fhould be taxed by thofe 
only who were chofen by themfelves, and had a 
common intereft with them.—That they, being 
the confumers, ultimately paid Britifh taxes by 
purchafing Britifh manufactures.—That if Great 
Britain had a tight to confine their trade, and 
alfo a farther right of laying on what taxes fhe 
pleafed, they were in a moft deplorable condition 
of abje&t dependence. Mr. Locke’s celebrated 
pofition, ‘ that no men has a right to that which 

¢ another 
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‘ another has a right to take from him,’ was often 


quoted as a proof that Britifh taxation virtually 
annihilated American property. 


Every thing in the colonies contributed to nou- 
rifh a fpirit of liberty and independence. They 
were planted under the aufpices of the Englith 
conftitution in its purity and vigour. Many of 
their inhabitants had imbibed a large portion of 
that {pirit which brought one tyrant to the block, 
and expelled another from his dominions. They 
were communities of feparate independent indivi- 
duals, for the moft part employed in cultivating a 
fruitful foil, and under no general influence, but 
of their own feelings and opinions; they were 
not led by powerful families, or by great officers in 
church or ftate. Luxury had made but very little 
progrefs among their contented unafpiring far- 
mers, The large extent of territory gave each 
man an opportunity of fifhing, fowling and hunt- 
ing, without injury to his neighbour. Every inha- 
bitant was or eafily might be a freeholder. Settled 
on lands of his own, he was both farmer and land- 
Jord. Having no fuperior to whom he was obliged 
to look up, and producing all the neceffaries of life 
from his own grounds, he foon became independ- 
ent. His mind was equally free from all the re- 
ftraints of fuperftition. No ecclefiaftical eftablifh- 
ments invaded the rights of con{cience, or fettered 
the free-born mind. At liberty to act and think, 
as his inclination prompted, he difdained the ideas 
of dependence and fubjection. 

CoLonlEs 
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CoLontes planted by a free government, and 
rrowing up to maturity under circumftances fo 
favourable to liberty and independence, could not 
confent to an abridgment of their privileges. 
They conceived that the rights of Britifh fubjects 
fhould be the fame on the weft as on the eaft fide 
of the Atlantic, and that therefore no tax fhould 
be demanded of them but what had been freely 
granted by themfelves or their reprefentatives. 


Tus firft ftatute that roufed the colonifts to 
oppofe Britifh taxation was the memorable flamp- 
act, pafled in the year 1765. By this it was 
enacted, that. the inftruments of writing, which 
are in daily ufe amongft a commercial people, 
fhould be null and void in law, unlefs they were 
executed on ftamped paper or parchment, charged 
with a duty impofed by the Britifh parliament. 
This was an ill-chofen precedent for eftablithing 
a new claim; for, if carried into effect, it would 
foon have drained the colonies of all their circu- 
lating fpecie. A lefs extenfive tax might have 
pafled unobferved by the unfufpecting colonitts ; 
but the ftamp-ac& was fo intimately connected 
with all publick and private bufinefs, that an 
united vigorous oppofition to its taking effect was 
judged indifpenfably neceflary. To concert an 
uniform line of conduét to be adopted by the dif- 
ferent colonies on this trying occafion, a Con- 
grefs of deputies from each province was recom- 
mended. When this meafure was propofed in 
the aflembly of South-Carolina, it was ridiculed 
by an humorous member in words to the follow- 
ing 
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ing effet: ‘If you agree to the propofition of 
‘ compofing a Congrefs of deputies from the dif- 
‘ ferent Britifh colonies, what fort of a difh will 
¢you make. New-England will throw in fifh and 
£ onions. The middle ftates flax-feed and flour. 
¢ Maryland and Virginia will add tobacco. North- 
¢ Carolina, pitch, tar and turpentine. South-Ca- 
‘ rolina, rice and indigo, and Georgia will fprinkle 
‘the whole compofition with faw-duft. Such an 
‘ abfurd jumble will you make if you attempt to 
* form an union among fuch difcordant materials 
‘as the thirteen Britifh provinces.’ A fhrewd 
country member replied, ‘he would not choofe 
‘ the gentleman who made the objection for his 
‘ cook, but neverthelefs he would venture to af- 
« fert, that if the colonies proceeded judicioufly in 
‘the appointment of deputies to a continental 
© Congrefs, they would prepare a difh fit to be 
‘prefented to any crowned head in Europe.’ 
Though many members of the aflembly thought 
the {cheme chimerical, a fmall majority adopted 
the meafure, and appointed delegates. This firft 
ftep towards continental union was adopted in 
South-Carolina before it had been agreed to by 
“any colony to the fouthward of New-England. 
The example of this province had a confiderable 
influence in recommending the meafure to others 
who were more tardy in their concurrence. ‘The 
colonies, on this occafion, not only prefented pe- 
titions, but entered into affociations againft im- 
porting Britifh manufactures till the ftamp-act 
fhould be repealed. On the 18th of March 1766 
that favourite point was obtained. This conceflion 


had 


oe nea 


( 14 ) 


had the effect of infpiring the Americans with 
high ideas of the neceflity of their trade to Great- 
Britain. Nothing could have been more impolitick 
than this repeal, provided the miniftry of England 
ferioufly intended to refume the fcheme of an 
American revenue; and nothing more wife had 
that idea been for-ever dropped. The experiment 
of taxation was renewed in the year 1767, but in 
a more artful manner. Small duties were impofed 
on glafs, paper, tea~and painters colours. The 
colonies again petitioned and aflociated to import 
no more Britifh manufactures. In confequence of 
which all the duties were taken off excepting 
three-pence a pound on tea. This fecond repeal 
increafed the confidence of the colonifts, and en- 
couraged them to continue their oppofition to par- 
liamentary taxation. 


Tue difputes occafioned by thefe abortive at- 
tempts to raife a revenue, cauled a fermentation 
in the minds of the people, and gave birth to 
many enquiries refpecting their natural rights and 
their connexion with Great-Britain. The former 
produced a high fenfe of liberty: the latter a ge- 
neral conviction that there could be no fecurity 
for American property if the colonies were to be 
taxed at the diferetion of a parliament in which 
they were unreprefented, and over which they 
had no control. A determination to oppofe this 
new claim of taxation, however difguifed, very 
generally took poffeflion of the minds of the 
colonifts. 


SEVERAL 
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SEVERAL incidents about this time concurred 
to excite the fufpicions and jealoufies of the Ame- 
ricans. ‘The repeal of the ftamp-act was accom- 
panied by the a&t commonly called the declaratory 
act, in which it was enacted, ¢ That the parlia- 
‘ment of Great-Britain had a right to bind the 
‘ colonies in all cafes whatfoever.? This claim of 
unlimited fupremacy, and the refervation of the 
duty on tea, were confidered, on the weft fide of 
the Atlantic, as evidences that an American re- 
venue was intended. Unwilling to contend with 
the mother-country about ‘paper claims, and at the 
fame time determined to “pay no taxes but fuch 
as were impofed by their own legiflatures, the co- 
lonies aflociated to import no more tea, but re- 
laxed in all their other refolutions, and renewed 
their commercial intercourfe with Great-Britain. 


THE tax on tea was in a great meafure ren- 
dered a barren branch of revenue by the Ameri- 
can refolution of importing none, on which the 
parliamentary duty was charged. In the year 
1773 a fcheme was adopted by the Eaft-India 
company to export large quantities of that com- 
modity, to be fold on their account, in the feveral 

capitals of the Britifh colonies. This meafure 
tended fo direétly to contravene the American 
refolutions, that it excited great commotions 
from New-Hampfhire to Georgia. The colonifts 
reafoned with themfelves that, as the duty and 
the price of the commodity were infeparably 
blended, if the tea was fold, every purchafer 
would 
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would pay a tax impofed by the Britith parlia- 
ment as part of the purchafe-money. Jealous of 
the defigns of the mother-country, and determined 
never to fubmit to Britifh taxation, they every 
where entered into combinations to obftruct the 
fales of the tea fent out by the Eaft-India com- 
pany. The cargo fent to South-Carolina was 
{tored, the confignees being reftrained from ex- 
poling it to fale. In other provinces, the landing 
of it being forbidden, the captains were obliged 
to return without difcharging their cargoes. In 
Bofton a few men in difguife threw into the river 
340 chefts of it, which was the proportion ex- 
ported to that province by the Eaft-India com- 
pany. This trefpafs on private property provoked 
the Britifh parliament to take legiflative ven- 
geance on that devoted town. * An act therefore 
was immediately paffed,, by which the port there- 
of was virtually blocked up, by being legally pre- 
cluded from fhipping or landing any goods, wares 
Ar itnerchandize:  Othem atts, sdinectec ye au 
fame policy, ipeedily followed. ° One of thefe 
was intitled an act for the better regulating the 
government of Maffachuletts. The objet of this 
was effentially to alter the charter of the province. 
By it the whole executive government was taken 
out of the hands of the people, and the nomina- 
tion of all officers vefted in the King or his Go- 
yernor. ° Soon after followed an a& in which it 
was provided, that if any perfon were indicted for 

murder, 
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murder, or for any other capital offence, commit- 
ted in aiding magiftracy, that the governor might 
fend the perfon fo indi&ed to another colony, or 
to Great-Britain, to be tried. Thefe proceedings, 
no leis contrary to the Britifh conftitution than to 
the chartered rights of the colonies, were an 
alarming comment on the afflumed parliamentary 
claim of unlimited fupremacy. They were con- 
fidered, from one end of the continent to the 
other, as the beginning of a new fyftem of colo- 
nial government, by which the provinces were to 
be reduced to a much greater degree of depend- 
ence on the mother-country than they had ever 
experienced. A general confederacy, to aid the 
province of Maflachufetts in oppofing the execu- 
tion of thefe unconftitutional a&s, very foon took 
place. 


Tue proceedings of parliament were no fooner 
known in Bolton than the inhabitants were thrown 
into the greateft confternation. Sundry town- 
meetings were called to deliberate on the alarming 
{tate of publick affairs. At one of them, viz. on 
May 13th, 1774, the following vote was paffed : 


‘TuaT it is the opinion of this town, that if 
“the other colonies come into a joint refolution 
‘to ftop all importation from Great-Britain, and 
‘ exportation to Great-Britain and the Weft-In- 
© dies, till the act for blocking up this harbour be 
“repealed, the fame will prove the falvation of 
* North-America and her liberties. On the other 
‘hand, if they continue their exports and im- 
ports, 
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‘ports, there is high reafon to fear that fraud, 
© power, and the moft odious oppreflion, will rife 
‘triumphant over juftice, right, focial happinefs 
‘and freedom. And moreover, that this vote be 
‘tranfmitted by the moderator to. ail our fifter 
‘colonies, in the name and behalf of this town.’ 


A copy of their vote was immediately forwarded 
to the other provinces. Upon its arrival in South- 
Carolina, it was prefented to a number of the 
principal gentlemen in Charlefton. They were 
of opinion that the principles of policy and felf- 
prefervation made it neceflary to fupport the 
people of Bofton; but the mode pointed out was 
a matter of too much confequence to be adopted 
without the univerfal confent of the people. It 
was therefore determined to requeft a meeting of 
the inhabitants. That this might be as ceneral 
as poffible, circular letters were fent by exprefs to 
every parifh and diftri& within the province. In 
confequence of this invitation, on July 6, 1774, 4 
very great number from almoft every part o 
South-Carolina met at Charlefton. The pro- 
ceedings of the parliament againft the town of 
Bofton and province of Maflachuletts were dif- 
tindly related to this convention of the people, 
On which, without one diffenting voice, they 
came into the following refolutions ; 


¢ Reso.ven,that his Majefty’s fubjeéts in North- 
« America owe the fame allegiance to the crown 
« of Great-Britain that is due from his fubjects 
* born in Great-Britain, (>) “S RESOLVED, 
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¢ ResoLveD, that his Majefty’s fubjedtsin North- 
* America are entitled to all the inherent rights 
‘ and liberties of his natural born fubjeGts within 
‘ the kingdom of Great-Britain. 


‘ Resoven, that it is repugnant to the rights of 
‘the people, that any taxes fhould be impofed on 
‘them, unlefs with their own confent given per- 
‘ fonally or by their reprefentatives. 


© REsoLven, that it is a fundamental right, 
‘which his Majefty’s liege fubjeéts are entitled 
‘unto, that no man fhould fuffer in his perfon or 
‘property without a fair trial, and judgment 
‘ given by his peers or by the law of the land. 


‘ RESOLVED, that all trials of treafon, or for any 
© felony or crime whatever, committed and done 
€in-this his Majefty’s colony by any perfon or 
‘ perfons refiding therein, ought of right to be 
‘had and conducted in and before his Majefty’s 
©courts held within the faid colony according 
©to the fixed and known courfe of proceedings ; 
‘and that the feizing any perfon or perfons re- 
*fiding in this colony, fufpected of any crime 
© whatever committed therein, and fending fuch 
* perfon or perions to places beyond the fea to be 
‘ tried, is oppreflive and illegal, and highly dero- 
‘ gatory to the rights of Britith fubjedts, as thereby 
‘the ineftimable privilege of being tried by a jury 
‘ from the vicinage, as well as the benefit of fum- | 

-€moning and procuring witnefies on fuch trial, 
« will be taken away from the party accufed. 
‘RESOLVED, 
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‘ResoLveD, that the ftatute made in the 35th 
«year of Henry virr, chap. 2. intitled, An act 
‘for the trial of treafons committed out of the 
‘King’s dominions, does not extend, and cannot 
‘but by an arbitrary and cruel conftruction be 
‘conftrued to extend, to treafon, mifprifion of 
¢ treafon, or concealment of treafon, committed in 
‘any of his Majefty’s American colonies, where 
¢ there is fufficient provifion, by the law of the 
‘land, for the impartial trial of all fuch as are 
‘ charged with, and for the due punifhment of, 
‘ thefe offences. 


‘Resotvep, that the late act for fhutting up 
‘the port of Bofton, and the two bills relative 
‘to Bofton, which, by the laft accounts from 
‘ Great-Britain, had been brought intoparliament, 
¢ were there read and committed, are of the moft 
‘alarming nature to all his Majefty’s fubjects im 
¢ America—are calculated to deprive many thou- 
‘fand Americans of their rights, properties and 
‘ privileges, in a moft cruel, oppretiive and uncon- 
¢ ftitutional manner—are moft dangerous prece- 
¢ dents ; and, though levelled immediately at the 
‘ people of Bofton, very manifeltly and glaringly 
¢ thew, if the inhabitants of that town are intimi- 
¢ dated into a mean fubmiflion to faid a&s, that the 
‘like are defigned for all the colonies, when not 
‘ even the fhadow of liberty to his perfon, or of fe- 
‘curity to his property, will be left to any of his 
‘ Majefty’s fubjects refiding on the American con- 
‘tinent. 


¢ RESOLVED, 
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¢ RESOLVED, therefore, thatnotonly the di€tates 
© of humanity, but the foundelft principles of true 
© policy and felf-prefervation, make it abfolutely 
‘neceffary for the inhabitants of all the colonies 
¢in America to affift and fupport the people of 
¢ Bofton, by all lawful ways in their power, and 
¢ efpecially to leave no juftifiable means untried 
‘ to procure a repeal of thofe aéts immediately re- 
¢ Jative to them, and alfo all others affecting the 
¢ conftitutional rights and liberties of America in 
«general. As the beft means to effect this de- 
‘ firable end, 


‘ REsoLvep, that Henry Middleton, John Rut- 
‘ledge, Chriftopher Gadfden, Thomas Lynch, and 
‘Edward Rutledge, Efquires, be, and they are 
‘ hereby appointed deputies, on the part and be- 
‘ half of this colony, to meet the deputies of the 
¢ feveral colonies in North-America in general Con- 
© grefs, on the firft Monday in September next, in 
¢ Philadelphia, or at any other time and place that 
‘may be generally agreed on there, to confider 
‘ the act lately pafled, and bills depending in par- 
‘liament, with regard to the port of Bofton and 
¢ province of Maflachufetts; which aQ@ and bills, in 
‘ the precedent and confequence, affe& the whole 
*continent—alfo the grievances under which 
* America labours, by reafon of the feveral acts 
‘ of parliament that impofe taxes or duties for raif- 
‘ing a revenue, and lay unneceflary reftrictions 
‘and burdens on trade; and of the flatutes, par- 
“liamentary acts, and royal inftrutions, which 
‘ make 


= = = 


(2a ) 


é make an invidious diftin@ion between his Ma- 
‘ jefty’s fubjeéts in Great-Britain and America 3 
¢ with full power and authority, in behalf of us 
‘and our conftituents, to concert, agree to, and 
¢ effeGtually to profecute fuch legal meafures (by. 
¢ which we for ourfelves and them moft folemn- 
‘ly engage to abide) as inthe opinion of the faid 
‘ deputies, and of the deputies fo to be aflembled, 
¢ fhall be moft likely to obtain a repeal of the faid 
‘ acts, and a redrefs of thefe grievances. 


© REsoLveED, that while the oppreffive aéts rela- 
“< tive to Bofton are enforced, we will cheerfully, 
‘ from time to time, contribute towards the relief 
of fuch poor perfons there—whofe unfortunate 


circumftances may be thought to ftand in need 
¢ of moft affiftance. 
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‘RESOLVED, that a committee of ninety-nine 
perfons be now appointed, to act as a general 
committee, to correfpond with the committees 
of the other colonies, and to do all matters and 
things neceflary to carry thefe refolutions into 
‘execution; and that any twenty-one of them, 
met together, may proceed on bufinefs, their 
power to continue till the next general meeting.’ 


Tuts convention of the people, and thefe refo- 
lutions, laid the foundation of all the fubfequent 
proceedings, which ultimately terminated in a re- 
volution. The deputies appointed on this occafion, 
in a little time, failed for Philadelphia; and, on 
their arrival, were foon joined by others invefted 

with 


€ 12320) 


with fimilar powers by the feveral provinces,’ and 
appointed for the fame purpofes. 


In this manner, by the general confent of the 
people, and the univerfal alarm for their liberties, 
a new reprefentative body, with powers to bind all 
the American provinces, was fpeedily conftituted. 
The continental Congrefs having, on the 26th of 
Otober 1774, finifhed their deliberations, the 
South-Carolina members returned home, and gave 
an account of their proceedings. The moft im- 
portant of which were as follows : “A ftate of Ame- 
rican claims, particularly of their exclufive right 
to tax themfelves, and to regulate their internal 
polity: ° A petition to the King, {tating their 
grievances, and praying a repeal of thirteen Acts 
of parliament which impofed taxes on them, 
or interfered in their internal government ; ‘ and 
an affociation to fufpénd importations of Britith 
goods, and the exportation of American produce, 
till thefe grievances were redrefled. & They alfo 
addrefled the people of Great-Britain,® and the 
inhabitants of the colonies. With great energy 
of language they juftified their proceedings to 
both, and endeavoured to diffuade the former 
from aiding any attempt on their liberties, and 
the latter from atame relinquifhment of them. 
To give efficacy to the meafures adopted by the 
deputies at Philadelphia, it was determined, by 

the 
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the general committee in Charlefton, to convene 
a provincial Congrefs, by electing reprefentatives 
from every parifh and diftrict in South-Carolina, 
and to fubmit the proceedings of the continental 
Congrefs to their judgment. As the meafures 
about to be adopted depended entirely on the con- 
fent of the people, a very large reprefentation was 
thought advifeable. The conftitutional Affembly 
confifted only of forty-nine, but this new repre- 
fentative body confifted of more than two hun- 
dred. The members of the conftitutional Af- 
fembly were univerfally members of the Congreds, 
but with this difference, that in the latter capa- 
city they could neither be prorogued nor diflolved 
by the royal governor. This firft provincial Con- 
erefs met on the r1th of January 1775, and took 
under confideration the proceedings of the conti- 
nental Congrefs at Philadelphia in the clofe of the 
preceding year. Without one diffenting voice 
they gave publick thanks to their late deputies to 
the continental Congrefs, approved their pro- 
ceedings, and refolved to carry them into exe- 
cution. Domeftick manufactures were encou- 
raged. Donations were liberally made and for- 
warded to the fuffering inhabitants of Bofton, and 
the greateft zeal was difcovered, by a large ma- 
jority of the people, to comply with the determi- 
nation of thefe new made reprefentative bodies. 
Left the felfifhnefs of individuals might break 
through the publick refolutions, committees of in- 
fpection and obfervation were appointed, whofe 
bufinefs it was to fee that they were univerfally 
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obeyed. Peter Timothy, Efg. the chairman of 
one of thefe committees, was indefatigable in the 
execution of his duty, and, from time to time, 
faithfully reported to the general committee or 
provincial Congrefs every tranfaGtion that was in- 
confiftent with the meafures adopted by the 
country. 


Tue firft of February 1775 was the day fixed 
by the continental Congrefs, after which no Bri- 
tith goods fhould be imported. Notwithftanding 
the folemnity with which the refolutions had been 
adopted, feveral veffels loaded with Britith goods 
arrived in the harbour after that period. It was 
doubtlefs prefumed by many that an affociation, 
fo contrary to the immediate intereft and conve. 
nience of fuch great numbers, would be either 
violated or evaded. But, to their great furprize, 
they found the refolutions fo well obferved, that 
a fingle article could not be landed, and that they 
muft either throw overboard or fend back their 
cargoes. “A veflel arrived in March i77e with 
a few articles of houfehold furniture, and two 
horfes, not defigned for fale. A vote of the ge- 
neral committee, by a fall majority, determined 
that the landing of thefe articles, not being in- 
tended for trade, was not contrary to the conti- 
nental aflociation. The people, if poffible, more 
zealous than their leaders, refpectfully petitioned 


the general committee to reconfider their vote on 


this fubje&t. Two hundred and fifty-fix citizens 
having concurred in this application, it was re- 
BE confidered— 
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confidered—the former vote refcinded, and the 
horfes and houfhold furniture fent back to Great- 
Britain. 


Ix this manner, while the form of the old 
government fubfifted, a new and independent au- 
thority was virtually eftablifhed. It was fo uni- 
yerfally the fenfe of the people, that the publick 
good required a compliance with the refolutions 
of Congrefs; that any man, who difcovered an 
anxiety about the continuance of trade and bu- 
fine{s, was confidered as a felfifh individual, pre- 
ferring private intereft to the good of his country. 
Under the influence of thefe principles, the in- 
temperate zeal of the populace tranfported them 
frequently fo far beyond the limits of moderation, 
as to apply fingular punifhments to particular per- 
fons who contravened the general fenfe of the 
community. 


Tuts was the third time that a fcheme of non- 
importation had been adopted. From its fuccefs 
on two former occafions, and an apprehenfion that 
the trade of America was neceffary to the inha- 
bitants of Great-Britain, it was generally hoped 
the obnoxious aéts would foon be repealed. ‘The 
non-exportation of produce was not to take place 
till the 1oth of September following, and was 
only adopted as a provifional expedient in cafe 
the other fhould fail. An appeal to arms, inde- 
pendence, and an alliance with France, were 


eyents at this period neither intended nor ex- 
pected. 
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pected. A bloodlefs felf-denying oppofition was 
all that South-Carolina defigned, and was all the 
facrifice, which, as fhe fuppofed, would be re- 
quired at her hands. The fybfequent events 
proved that much more was to be done, and 
much heavier fufferings to be undergone, before 


the prize, for which fhe contended, could be 
obtained. 
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Of the taking of arms. 


URING the firft three months of the year 
1775, hopes were entertained that Great- 
Britain would follow the fame line of policy which 
before had led her to repeal the ftamp-a&t. The 
fanguine friends of America prefumed, that a rigid 
adherence to their refolutions of non-importation 
and non-exportation would induce the mother- 
country to recede from her demands. Warm 
with thefe expectations, they looked for the firft 
veffels from Great-Britain, after the winter feflion 
of parliament, with an ardour not known before. 
On the rgth of April 1775, a packet from Lon- 
don reached Charlefton; but with intelligence fub- 
yerfive of the pleafing hopes of a fpeedy accom- 
modation. On that fame day hoftilities were 
commenced at Lexington, in the Maffachufetts, 
by a detachment from the royal army at Bolton, 
againft the inhabitants of that province. Within 
a few days after a particular account of that bloody 
fcene was brought to the general committee in 
Charlefton. No event during the war feemed fo - 
univerfally to intereft the minds of the people. All 
were {truck with the new face of things, and now 
viewed the conteft in a much more ferious light. 
From every appearance Great-Britain, inftead of 
redrefling American grievances, was determined 
‘to dragcon the colonifts into fubmifion. The 
| {pirit 
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fpirit of freedom, beating high in every breaft, 
could not brook the idea; while reafon, more 
temperate in her decifions, fuggefted to the people 
their infufliciency to make effeCtual oppofition. 
They were fully apprized of the power of Britain 
—They knew that her fleets covered the ocean, 
and that her flag had waved in triumph through 
the four quarters of the globe—They knew that 
they were expofed on their weltern frontiers to 
the irruptions of favage tribes, whofe common 
rule of warfare is promifcuous carnage—and they 
were notignorant that their flaves might be worked 
upon, by the infidious offer of freedom, to fla 
their matters in the peaceful hour of domeftick fe. 
curity. ‘The province, through its whole extent on 
the fea coaft, which isnearly two hundred miles, was 
acceffible to the fleets and armies of Great-Britain. 
For defence, it pofleffed but a few fortifications, 
too inconfiderable for particular notice, and even 
thefe were held by the officers of the King. The 
royal governor was commander in chief of the 
militia ; and all the officers, being of his appoint- 
ment, held their commifhions during his pleafure. 
The inhabitants were quite defencelefs—without 
arms—without ammunition—without clothing— 
without fhips—without money—without officers 
{killed in the art of war. The ftores of the mer- 
chants afforded no fupplies, as the importation of 
arms had been reftrained by the refolutions of 
Congrefs. That Great.Britain would commence 
hoftilities, was not imagined—that America fhould 
have recourfe to arms, was not originally in- 
tended ; 
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tended; of courfe no exception was made to the 

eneral {cheme of non-importation. Twelve hun- 
dred ftand of mufquets were in the royal maga- 
zine, but they could not be obtained without the 
commiflion of an overt aét of treafon. However, 
this alarming crifis of publick affairs {tripped 
treafon of its wonted terrors—All ftatutes of alle- 
giance were confidered as repealed on the plains 
of Lexington, and the laws of felf-prefervation 
left to operate in full force—Accordingly, on the 
night after intelligence of aétual hoftilities was re- 
ceived, a number of the principal gentlemen in 
Charlefton concerted a plan to take poffeflion of 
the arms and accoutrements in the royal arfenal, 
which they inftantly carried into execution. ‘They 
removed them that night from the arfenal, and 
afterwards diftributed them among the men en- 
lifted in the publick fervice. Lieutenant governor 
Bull immediately offered a reward of one hundred 

pounds fterling to any perfon who fhould difcover 

the perfons concerned in this bufinefs; but fuch 

as had the power had not the inclination, while 
the few who had the inclination were afraid to’ 
incur the rifk of informing. 


Hrruerto the oppofition to Great-Britain had 
been entirely conducted on commercial principles; 
but fhe, difregarding the loffes confequent on the 
fufpenfion of her American trade, and turning a 
deaf ear to the petitions and remonftrances of the 
colonifts, had ferioufly refolved to enforce their 
obedience. The Americans, therefore, now found 

themfelves 
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themfelves with no alternative left, but)a mean 
fubmiflion, or a manly and virtuous. refiftance. 
Though the colonifts to the fouthward of Bofton 
‘were not immiediate fufferers, yet they were fen- 
fible that a foundation was laid for every fpecies 
‘of future oppreflion. ‘The news-papers and other 
publications, through all the colonies, were filled 
with arguments and declamations to the following 
effect: ¢ If a Britifh parliament, in which we are 
 unreprefented, has a right to {hut up our ports, 
¢ to tax us at pleafure, to abolifh our charters, and 
-€ to bind us in all cafes whatfoever, we are tenants 
at will, depending on the good humour of our 
© fellow-fubjects for all our pofleffions.”: ~ 


In this new ftate of matters, the provincial 
-Congrefs was immediately fummoned by the ge- 
neral committee, to meet in twenty-three days at 
Charlefton. ‘The reafons ftated for this unexpect- 
ed call were affigned by themfelves in the follow- 
_ ing words : 

‘7, Because the Britifh troops, in the pro- 
¢ vince of Maflachufetts, did, on the 19th of April 
¢ Jaft, commence a civil-war in America, with force 
¢ of arms, feizing and deftroying the property of the 
¢ people of that colony, and making hoftile affaults 
‘on their perfons, whereby many of them fell in 
‘ battle in defence of the property and liberty of 
¢ America. A condué in the Britith troops a- 
‘ mounting in effect to a direct and hoftile attack 
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¢ upon the whole people of this continent, threat- 
¢ ening them with all the calamities of flavery. 


¢]J. Because this colony cannot difcharge her 

duty in defence of American freedom, unlefs 
‘ we are put into a ftate of fecurity againft any 
immediate attack by the Britifh arms, This 
£ colony being in a manner fo totally defencelefs, 
‘ that if only a fmall Britifh military force fhould 
¢ arrive, while things are in fo deplorable a fitua- 
‘tion, they might eafily take poft in Charlefton, 
¢ where the continuance of the provincial Con- 
‘ erefs, and general committee, would thereby 
¢ become not only dangerous, but impracticable ; 
‘ and there not being any body of men to enforce 
¢ the execution of the American aflociation, there 
‘is every probability that, in fuch a fituation of 
¢ affairs, it would be immediately violated. A 
¢ circumftance that might be of the moft fatal 
© confequence to America. 


a 
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¢IIl. Because there are juft grounds to ap- 
« prehend an infurrection of the flaves, and hoftili- 
‘ ties from the Indians, inftigated by the tools of 
© a wicked adminiftration. 


‘TV. Because the formidable military and na- 
¢ val forces, lately fent from Great-Britain to re- 
¢inforce the army in Bofton, manifeft the ac- 
¢curfed defign of the Britifh miniftry to endea- 
‘ vour to quell the American troubles by the law 
¢ of arms, and not to quiet them by the laws of 

‘ reafon 
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€ reafon and juftice. Hence, defpairing of a re- 
‘drefs of grievances by dutiful and peaceable 
¢ applications, long unavailingly prefented to his 
¢ Britannic Majefty, we fee no alternative but that 
‘we fubmit to abject flayery, or appeal to the 
‘ Lord of Hoits in ‘defence of the common and 
‘ unalienable rights peculiar to Englithmen.’ 


So great was the zeal of the inhabitants, and 
fo general the alarm throughout the province, that 
one hundred and feyenty-two members of the 
provincial Congrefs met on the day appointed, 
the firft of June 1775, and proceeded with fuch 
affiduity, that they finithed a great deal of impor- 
tant bufinefs in a fhort feffion of twenty-two days. 
Great were the objets which came’ before this 
affembly. Hitherto the only facrifices demanded 
at the fhrine of liberty, were a fufpenfion of trade 
and bufinefs; but now the important queftion 
was agitated, whether it was better to ¢ live flaves 
‘ or die freemen.’ 


Ow the fecond day of their meeting it was una- 
nimoufly refolved, that an affociation was necef- 
fary. The following one was drawn up and figned 
by their prefident Henry Laurens, efg. ane all 
the members prefent, and een? very gene- 
rally by the inhabitants. 


‘SOUTH-CAROLINA. 
‘Tue actual commencement of hoftilities 
‘ ag els this continent by the Britith troops, in 
F ‘the 
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¢ the bloody fcene on the rgth of April laft, near 
¢ Bofton—the increafe of arbitrary impofitions 
¢ from a wicked and defpotick miniftry—and the 
‘dread of infurrections in the colonies—are 
‘ caufes fufficient to drive an opprefied people to 
‘the ufe of arms. We, therefore, the fubferi- 
‘bers, inhabitants of South-Carolina, holding 
< ourfelves bound by that moft facred of all obli- 
« gations—the duty of good citizens towards an 
¢ injured country, and thoroughly convinced that, 
‘under our prefent diftreffed circumftances, we 
¢ fhall be juftified before God and man in refift- 
‘ing force by force—do unite ourfelves under 
‘every tie of religion and honour, and affociate 
‘asa band in her defence againft every foe— 
‘hereby folemnly engaging that, whenever our 
‘ continental or provincial councils fhall decree it 
‘neceflary, we will go forth, and be ready to fa- 
< crifice our lives and fortunes to fecure her free- 
‘dom and fafety. ‘This obligation to continue in 
‘full force until a reconciliation fhall take place 
¢ between Great-Britain and America, upon con- 
¢ ftitutional principles—an event which we moft 
¢ ardently defire. And we will hold all thofe per- 
¢ fons inimical to the liberty of the colonies who 
¢ fhall refufe to fubfcribe this aflociatien.’ 


Witurn three days after, it was refolved to raife 
two regiments of foot, and a regiment of rangers, 
and to put the town and province in a refpectable 
pofture of defence. hele refolutions were de- 


Hberately agreed to, after counting the colt, TEefti- 
mates 
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mates of expences were laid before the provincial 
Congrefs, by which it appeared that the meafures 
adopted would coft the province, the firft year, one 
hundred and forty thoufand pounds fterling. The 
language of the times was, ‘ we will freely give 
“up half, or even the whole of our eftates for 
‘the fecurity of our liberties.? To defray thefe 
expences bills of credit were ftruck, which, with- 
out being atender in law, and though funded on 
nothing but the confent and enthufiafm of the 
people, retained their credit undiminifhed for 
eighteen months, and anfwered gel purpofe ofa 
circulating medium. 


So great was the military ardour among the 
gentlemen of the province, that the candidates for 
commiflions in the propofed regiments were four 
times as numerous as could be employed, and in 
their number were many of the firft families and 
fortune. They who were appointed by their 
country, for the command of its regular forces, 
obtained rank by the vote of the provincial Con- 
grefs, in the following order : 


Chriftopher Gadfden, col. 
Ifaac Huger, lieut. col. 
Owen Roberts, major, 


of the firft regi- 


meut of foot. 


William Moultrie, col. 
Ifaac Motte, lieut. col. 
Alexander M‘Intofh, major, 


of the fecond re- 
giment of foot. 


William 


Ce 


William Thomfon, lieut. col. ‘ of the regiment 


James Mayfon, major, 
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of rangers. 


Cha. Cotefworth Pinckney, 

Bernard Elliot, 

Francis Marion, 

William Cattell, 

Peter Horry, 

Daniel Horry, 

Adam M‘Donald, 

Thomas Lynch, junior, 

Wilham Scott, 

John Barnwell, 

Nicholas Eveleigh, P 

James M‘Donald, | 

Ifaac Harlefton, | 

Thomas Pinckney, | 
J 


> 


Captains in 
the 1ft and 2d 
regiments of 
foot. 


Francis Huger, 
William Mafon, 
Edmund Hyrne, 
Roger-P. Sanders, 
Benjamin Cattell, 
Charles Motte, 


Samuel Wife, 
Ezekiel Polk, 
John Caldwell, rey! 
Eli Kerfhaw, Captains in 
Robert Goodwyn, f the regiment 


at 


of rangers. 


Mofes Kirkland, 

Edward Richardfon, | 
Thomas Woodward, 

John Purves, J 
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1 Anthony Athby, 
2 James Ladfon, 


. 3 John Vanderhortt, 


4 John Mouatt, 
5 Thomas Elliott, 


6 William Oliphant, 


7 Glen Drayton, 
8 Jofeph Joor, 


g Robert Armftrong, 


10 John Blake, 


11 Alexander M‘Queen, 
12 James Peronneau, 


13 Richard Shubrick, 


14 Richard Fuller, 


15 Richard Singelton, 
16 John-Allen Walter, 
17 Benjamin Dickinfon, 
18 William Charnock, 


19 Thomas Lefefne, 


20 Thomas Moultrie, 


1 John-Lewis-Peyer Imhof, 


2 Charles Heatley, 

3 Allen Cameron, 

4 Richard Winn, 

5 John Donaldfon, 
_ 6 Hugh Middleton, 
7 Lewis Dutarque, 
8 Francis Boyakin, 
g Samuel Watfon, 


Firft lieute- 
nants in the 
it and 2d 
regiments of 
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Firft lieute- 
nants of the 
regiment of 
rangers, 


In this manner, in a few weeks after the Lex- 
ington battle, the popular leaders became poflefied 
of an army and treafury at their command. 
The militia officers alfo having refigned their com- 
miffions under the royal governor, were, by their 
own confent, fubjeGted to the orders of the pro- 
vincial Congrefs. The following gentlemen were 
chofen a council of fafety: col. Henry Laurens, 
col. Charles Pinckney, the lion. Rawlins Lowndes, 
Thomas Fergufon, Miles Brewton, Arthur Middle- 
ton, Thomas Heyward, junior, Thomas Bee, and 
John Huger, efqrs. col. James Parions, hon. Wil- 
liam-Henry Drayton, Benjamin Elliott, and Wil- 
liam Williamfon, efquires. To this council the 
provincial Congrefs delegated authority to certify 
commiflions, to fufpend officers, and to order 
courts-martial for their trial; to have the direc- 
tion, regulation, maintenance and ordering of the 
army, and of all military eftablifhments and ar- 
rangements, and to draw on the treafury for the 


demands of the publick fervice. 


Duarne the fitting of this Congrefs, which had 
in fo many inftances invaded the royal prerogative, » 
iord William Campbell, governor of the province, 
arrived, and was received with all the demonitra- 

‘tions of joy ufual ‘on fimilar occafions. ‘The pro- 
vincial Congrefs waited on him with the following 
addrefs : 


‘ May it pleafe your excellency, 
‘We, his Majefty’s loyal fubjects, the repre- 
| « fentatives 
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€ fentatives of the people of this colony, in Con- 
£ ercfs aflembled, beg leave to difclofe to your ex- 
“ cellency the true caufes of our prefent proceed- 
‘ings, not only that upon your arrival among us 
* you may receive no unfavourable impreflion of 
‘our condua, but that we may ftand: juftified 
¢ to the world. 


© Wen the ordinary modes of application for re- 
¢ drefs of grievances, and the ufual means of defence 
*againft arbitrary impofitions, have failed, man- 
‘ kind generally havehadrecourfe to thofe that are 
‘ extraordinary : hence the origin of the continen- 
«tal Congrefs ; and hence the prefent reprefenta- 
¢ tion of the people in this colony. It is unnecef- 
‘fary to. enumerate the erievances of America: 
« they have been fo often reprefented, that your 
* excellency cannot be a flranger to them. Let 
«it therefore fuflice to fay, that the hands of his 
‘ Majefty’s minifters, having long lain heavy, now 
« prefs us with intolerable weight. We declare that 
¢no‘love of innovation, no defire of altering the 
« conftitution of government, no luft of indepen- 
¢ dence, has had the lJeaft influence upon our coun- 
‘fels; but, alarmed and roufed by a long fuccef- 
* fion of arbitrary proceedings by wicked admini- 
‘ trations, impreffed with the greateft apprehen- 
* fion of inftigated infurrections, and deeply affect- 
£ ed by the commencement of hoftilities by the 
* Britith troops againft this continent, folely for 
« the prefervation and in defence of our lives, li- 
“ berties and properties, we have been impelled 
* to aflociate, and to take up arms. ‘WE 
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¢ We fincerely deplore thofe flanderous infor- 
€ mations, and wicked counfels, by which his Ma- 
< jefty has been led into meafures, which, if per- 
¢ fitted in, muft inevitably involve America in all 
© the calamities of civil war, and rend the Britifh 
‘empire. We only defire the fecure enjoyment 
¢ of our invaluable rights, and we wifh for nothing 
¢ more ardently than a fpeedy reconciliation with 
‘our mother-country, upon conftitutional prin- 
‘ ciples. 


‘Conscious of the juftice of our caufe, and 
‘ the integrity of our views, we readily profefs our 
‘ Joyal attachment to our Sovereign, his crown and 
‘dignity; and, trufting the event to Providence, 
‘ we prefer death to flavery. 


‘ Tusse things we have thought it our duty to 
¢ declare, that your excellency, and, through you, 
‘ our auguft Sovereign, our fellow-fubjects, and 
«the whole world, may clearly underftand that 
© our taking up arms is the refult of dire necef- 
‘fity, and in compliance with the firft law of 
* nature. 


. © We intreat and truft, that your excellency 
¢ will make fuch a reprefentation of the {late of 
© this colony, and of our true motives, as to affure 
* his Majefty that, in the midfl of all our compli- 
«cated diftrefles, he has no fubjedts in his wide 
¢ extended dominions, who more fincerely defire 
“to teftify their loyalty and affetion, or who 

* would 
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‘ would be more willing to devote their lives and 
* fortunes in his real fervice.’ 


To this addrefs, prefented on the 21ft of June 
1775, in behalf of the Congrefs, by a large depu- 
tation of their number, his excellency lord Wil- 
liam Campbell made the following an{wer ; 


* GENTLEMEN, 

‘I xNnow of no reprefentatives of the people of 
‘this province, except thofe conftitutionally con- 
* vened in the general aflembly; and am incompe- 
* tent to judge of the difputes which at prefent un- 
* happily fubfift between Great-Britain and the 
* American colonies. 


* Ir is impoflible, during the fhort interval fince 
‘my arrival, that I fhould have acquired fuch a 
* knowledge of the ftate of the province, as to be 
‘at prefent able to make any reprefentation there- 
* upon to his Majefty; but, you may be affured, 
‘ no reprefentation fhall ever be made by me, but 
‘what fhall be ftri@ly confiftent with truth, and 
‘with an earneft endeavour to promote the real 
* happinefs and profperity of the province.’ 


Opposition having been carried much further 
by this Congrefs than was originally intended at 
the time of their election, they refolved to give 
the people a frefh opportunity to exprefs their un- | 
biafled judgment on the ftate of publick affairs, 
They therefore determined, that their own exift- 

G ence 
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ence as a body fhould expire in about fix weeks, 
viz. on the fixth of Augult next following ; and 
that a new eleGion fhould be held on the two fuc- 
ceeding days for a new provincial Congrefs. On 
the 22d of June 1775 they adjourned, having firft 
delegated a great part of their authority to the 
council of fafety and the general committee, the 
former of which was in the nature of an executive, 
and the latter of a legiflative authority. It was par- 
ticularly recommended to the general committee, 
to take effe€tual methods to have the aflociation 
ficned throughout the province, and to demand 
from the non-fubfcribers the reafons of their re- 
fufal. Excepting in that part of the country in- 
cluded between the Broad and Saluda rivers 
the non-fubfcribers were comparatively few. “In 
Charlefton, where the general committee fat, their 
number amounted to about forty. The greateft 
part of thefe were officers living on falaries paid 
by his Britannick majelty. They and others in 
the fame predicament were advertifed as inimical 
to the liberties of America, and all intercourle be- 
tween them and the Affociators was interdicted. 
An oath of neutrality was required of all, to which 
fome agreed. ‘Thofe who refufed were difarmed, 
and a few, who would not enter into any engage- 
ments for the publick fecurity, were confined to 
their houfes and plantations. 


Tue people having concurred with the, views 
of Congrefs in a military oppolition, various plans 
were fuggefted for the defence of the province. 

Some 


q » - 
ng eee ee 
+ ee eA LS : ie 


in 


¢ ay ! 


Some thought it neceflary to obftruc the bar, 
by finking veflels fo as to exclude the approach 
of fhips of war. Others propofed abandoning the 
town, and making their ftand in the country. 
Many meafurements were made, and much ex- 
pence incurred, to accomplifh the firft, but it was 
at laft abandoned as impracticable. Neverthelets 
a fpirited refolution was adopted to defend the 
town to the laft extremity. 


Avr the time all thefe military preparations - 
were making, the whole quantity of powder in 
‘the province did not exceed three thoufand 
pounds. ‘The people not originally defigning a 
military oppofition, no care was taken to provide 
ftores ; but now, reduced to the alternative of 
fighting or fubmitting, extraordinary methods 
were taken to obtain a fupply. The inhabitants 
of Eaft-Florida having never joined in meafures 
of oppofition to Great-Britain, the ports of that 
province were open for the purpofes of trade. 


Twetve perfons, in which number were cap- 
tains Tempirere, Cochran, Hatter, ‘Tufts, Joyner; 
Mefirs. Tebant, Williamfonand Jenkins, authoriz- 
ed by.the council of fafety, failed from Charlefton 
for that coaft; and, by furprize, boarded a veffel 
near the bar of St. Auguftine, though twelve Bri- 
tifh grenadiers, of the 14th regiment, were on 
board. They took out fifteen thoufand pounds of 
oowder, for which they gave a bill of exchange to 

he captain, and having fecured a fafe retreat to 
themfelves, 
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themfelves, by fpiking the guns of the powdet 
veflel, they fet fail for Carolina. Apprehending 
that they fhould be purfued, they fteered for 
Beaufort. From that place they came by the in- 
land navigation, and delivered their prize to the 
council of fafety, whilft their purfuers were look- 
ing for them at the bar of Charlefton. This fea- 
fonable fupply enabled the people of South-Caro- 
lina to oblige their fuffering brethren in Maflachu- 
fetts, who, though immediately expofed to the 
Britifh army, were in a great meafure deflitute 
of that neceflary article of defence. Part of this 
powder, which was taken near the bar at St. Au- 
guitine, was alfo furnifhed to the troops who went 
in the year 1775 on the expedition into Canada. 
Though:the popular leaders had determined on a 
military oppofition, yet Fort Johnfon on James- 
Ifland, which commanded the harbour of Charlef- 
ton, continued in poffeflion of the King’s fervants 
for more than three months after thefe refolutions 
were adopted. The Tamar floop of war, and Che- 
rokee armed veffel of cighteen guns, lay in rebel- 
lion road oppofite to Sullivan’s ifland. This force 
«was at that time fully fufficient to have deftroyed 
the town; but the royal officers, either from an 
apprehenfion that indifcriminate violence could 
not be juftified, or from a contempt of the po- 
pular’ party, attempted nothing vigorous or 
décifive: 


Anout the middle of September 1775, the ge- 
neral committee became poffeffed of intelligence 
front 
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from lord William Campbell ‘* That the King of 
‘ Great-Britain was refolved to carry his fcheme 
¢ into execution from one end of the continent to 
‘the other, and that troops would foon be fent 
¢ out to all the colonies.” On the next evening 
it was refolved, ‘ That proper meafures ought to 
¢ be immediately taken, to prevent Fort Johnfon 
‘ being made ufe of to the prejudice of the colo- 
‘ny.’ This refolution being communicated to 
the council of fafety, they iffued the neceflary 
orders for fecuring that important poft. Colonel 
Motte, with a party of the new raifed provincials, 
was appointed to execute this firft military enter- 
prize, under the authority of the council of fafety. 
On the night on which he embarked, before he 
landed on the ifland, the fort was difmantled, the 
guns difmounted, and the people belonging to it 
retired on board the Cherokee and Tamar veffels 
of war. On the following night captain Heyward, 
with thirty-five of the Charlefton artillery, landed 
at the fort ; and notwith{tanding an inceflant rain, 
they had three guns ready for action before the 
dawning of day. The officers of the men of war, 
then in the harbour, difcovered a {trong inclina- 
tion to fire upon the fort; but, for very prudent 
reafons, defifted from the attempt. 


‘Tue popular leaders iffued orders, forbidding 
the King’s victuallers to fupply the men of war 
with provifions and water, otherwife than from 
day to day. After fundry letters and meflages 
had paffed on this fubje@t, captain Thornborough, 


of 


a nt $5 


of the floop Tamar, gave publick notice, ‘ That 
‘if his Majefty’s agents in Charlefton were not 
‘ permitted regularly, and without moleftation, to 
‘fupply the King’s thips Tamar and Cherokee 
‘ with fuch provifions as he thought neceflary to 
¢ demand, he would not from that day, fo far as it 
‘ was in his power, fuffer any veffel to enter the 
¢ harbour of Charlefton or depart from it. Much 
was expected from this well-timed threat. The 
royal fervants had flattered themfelves that the 
oppofition was entirely owing to a few ambitious 
demagogues in Charlefton. 

Tue new provincial Congrefs met, agreeably 
to their original appointment, on the 1ft of No- 
vember 1775. On that day capt. Vhornborough 
fent this menacing letter to the chairman of the 
general committee. This Congrefs had been 
chofen fubfequent to the late refolution for raif- 
ing troops, and refifting Great-Britain. The royal 
fervants prefumed that the people at large would 
not juftify thefe invafions of their mafter’s prero- 
gative ; and, as they had lately had an opportunity 
given by a general and free election to exprels 
their real opinions on the ftate of the province, 
that the new Congrefs would reverfe the determi- 
nations of the former. They were encouraged in 
thefe ill-founded hopes by a petition of three hun- 
dred and fixty-eight inhabitants of Charlefton, 
who had requefted the council of fafety to defift, 
till the meeting of the new Congrefs, from the 
execution of a plan which was patronized by a 
number 
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number of leading men, for driving the king’s 
fhips out of the harbour, and for obftructing the 
bar. To the great furprife of the king’s officers, 
the new provincial Congrefs, inftead of receding 
from the refolution of the former, took methods 
to ward off the injuries that might arife from the 
execution of the menaces of capt. Thornborough. 
They fent out two armed pilot boats with orders to 
cruife near the bar, and to caution all veffels def- 
tined for Charlefton to fteer for fome other port. 


Tue late Congrefs in June had agreed to arm 
the colony; but many ftill fhuddered at the idea 
of hoftile operations againft their former friends 
and fellow-fubjects. It was at length, after much 
debating, refolved by the new Congrefs, on the 
oth of November 1775, to dire&t the American 
oficer commanding at Fort Johnfon, ¢ by every 
‘ military operation, to endeavour to oppofe the 
‘ paffage of any Britifh naval armament that might 
‘attempt to pafs.? Though the fort had been in 
the poffeffion of the council of fafety for near two 
months, yet a variety of motives reftrained them 
from iffuing orders to fire on the King’s fhips. 
When this refolution was adopted, they commu- 
nicated it by the following letter, addrefied to 
capt. Thornborough, commander of the Tamar 
floop of war. 
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‘BY ORDER OF CONGRESS, 
‘ Charlefton, Nov. 9, 1775, 


“SIR, 

‘Tue late cruel cannonade of Briftol, by the 
‘ Britith fhips of war, to enforce an arbitrary de- 
¢ mand of fheep; the general depredations on the 
¢ American coaft by minifterial authority; late 
‘advices from England of large military arma- 
¢ ments by land and fea, for the hoftile invafion of 
¢ the colonies upon this continent; and the pro- 
¢ clamation of the 23d of Auguit laft, at the court 
© of St. James, by which the good people of Ame- 
© rica are unjuftly deferibed as in avowed rebellion, 
¢ fuperadded to the former American grievances 
¢ and to your late unjuftly feizing the perfons, vel- 
‘ fels and property of the inhabitants of this coun- 
try, together with lord Wm. Campbell’s threats 
¢ of hoftility againft us; have funk deep in the 
¢ minds of the people; who, feeing themfelves, by 
«the royal aét, in effe& put out of the regal pro- 
‘ tetion, are at length driven to the difagreeable 
‘ neceflity of ordering a military oppofition to the 
‘arms of the Britifh miniftry: but the people of 
‘South-Carolina, remembering that thofe who 
€ point the Britifh arms at their breaits, and againtt 
‘ their invaluable liberties, aré their dear country- 
‘men, and once’ were their friends ; unwilling, 
¢ yet determined, to oppote any approach of threat- 
¢ ening danger to their fafety; have directed me to 
¢ intimate to you, Sir, as commander in chief of the 
¢ Britifh armament on this ftation, that orders are 


é iffued to the commanding officer at Fort Johnion, 
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gr every military operation, to endeavour to 
‘ prevent any minifterial armament from pafling 
© that poft. 


f We thus think it proper to warn you of an 
* approach that mutft be produGive of the fhedding 
‘of blood, which, in other circumftances, we 
¢ would endeavour to prevent. 


‘Wiriiam-Henry Drayton, Prefident.’ 


An open paflage to the town, without approach- 
ang Fort Johnfon, was {till practicable for the fmall 
royal armed veflels Tamar and Cherokee. It was 
therefore at the fame time refolved, to obitrué 
the paflage through Hog-Ifland channel. Captain 
Tufts was ordered to cover and proteét the finking 
of a number of hulks in that narrow ftrait. While 
he was engaged in this bufinefs on board a coatt- 


ing {chooner, which was armed for the fecurity of 


the town, and called the Defence, the Tamar 
and Cherokee warped in the night of Nov. 12, 
1775, within gun fhot of him, and began a heavy 
cannonade. The inhabitants were alarmed, ex- 
pecting that the town, in its defencelefs ftate, 
would be fired upon ; but about funrife both vef- 
{els dropped down to their moorings in rebellion- 
road, without having done any material injury 
either to the fchooner or to any of hercrew. The 
{chooner Defence returned a few thot, but they 
were equally ineffeCtual.. This was the commence- 
ment of open hoftilities in South-Carolina. 
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On the evening of the fame day on which this 
attack was made, the provincial Congrefs impreffed, 
for the publick fervice, the fhip Profper, and ap- 
pointed a committee to fit and arm her as a frigate 
of war. On the day following they voted that a 
regiment of artillery fhould be raifed, to confilt of 
three companies with one hundred men in each. 
Owen Roperts was appointed lieutenant colonel ; 
Bernard Elliott, major; Bernard Beekman, Charles 
Drayton and Sims White, captains of this body. 
Bills of credit, to the amount of feventeen thoufand 
pounds fterling, were {truck for their fupport. A 
vote was taken about the fame time for a new 
council of fafety. Ten of the former thirteen were 
re-elected, and the hon. Henry Middleton, David 
Oliphant and Thomas Savage, efqrs. added in the 
room of three others. ‘Their powers were emr 
larged fo far as to authorize them, * to do all fuch 
« matters and things relative to the ftrengthening, 
‘ fecuring and defending the colony as fhould by 
‘them be judged expedient and neceflary.’ 


AGREEABLY to the menaces of captain Thorn- 
borough, the King’s fhips in the road feized all 
the veffels within their reach, which were either 
coming to Charlefton or going from it. Thefe 
{eizures commenced feveral weeks prior to tne act 
of parliament for confifcating American property. 
While the royal veftels lay near Sullivan’s-Hland, 
negroes had been encouraged to defert from their 
mafters, and were there harboured under royal 


protection. Captain Coachman, at the head of a, 


party 


q se) 


party of riflemen, landed on the ifland, burnt the 
pefthoufe, and broke up that afylum of fugitive 
flaves. By order of the council of fafety, whofe 
whole plan was defence, he was reftrained from 
firing on the King’s fervants, though his marks- 
men had fome of them fully in their power. 


ArTeR thefe unauthorized feizures of pri- 
vate property had been continued about fix 
weeks, the council of fafety took meafures to 
drive the royal armed veffels out of the road of 
Charlefton. To effea this col. Moultrie, with a 
party of newe-raifed provincials, and Charlefton- 
artillery, took pofleflion of Haddrell’s point, and 
mounted a few pieces of heavy artillery on fome 
flight works. <A few well direGed thot from this 
poft induced the commanders of the Cherokee 
and Tamar to put out to fea. The harbour and 
road being clear, the council of fafety proceeded 
in their plans of defence. ‘They completed the 
fortifications at Haddrell’s point, and at Fort 
Johnfon—continued a chain of fortifications in 
front of the town, both to the eaftward and fouth- 
ward—and erected a new fort on James-Ifland to 
the weftward of Fort Johnfon, and a very ftrong 
one on Sullivan’s-Ifland. The militia were dili- 
gently trained—the provincial troops were aug- 
mented and difciplined with care, and every pof- 
fible preparation made to defend the colony. 


In addition to the four regiments ordered to be 
raifed in the Year 1775, two regiments of rifle- 
men 
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sién were voted in February 1776, in which the 
following appointments were made. 


aac Huger, col. 
Alexander M‘Intofh, lieut. col. 
Benjamin Huger, major, 


of the 1ft rifle 


regiment. 


Thomas Sumpter, lieut. col. of the 2d regi- 
; commandant, ment of riflé- 
William Henderfon, major, } men. 


Hezekiah Maham, 
Benjamin Tutt, 
George Cogdell, 
William Richardfon, 


Captains of 
the 1ft regi- 
ment of rifles 


Richard Richardfon; jun. | men. 
William Henderfon, 
John Bowie; J 


Samuel Taylor, 
James Duff, 
George Wade, L the ad regi: 
Richard Richardfon, jun. | ment of rifle- 
William Brown, J men. 


Captains of 


NotwiITH$TANDING oppofition had affumed 
4 bolder face, yet the original plan of diftrefling 
the Britifh trade and Weft-India iflands continued 
to be obferved : though the hopes enteftained of 
a redrefs of American grievances, from the juftice, 
generofity and policy of the Britifh nation; were 
every day lefs fanguine ; yet they were far front 
being 
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being entirely abandoned. It was prefumed in 
America that their military preparations would 
add weight to their commercial oppofition, and 
operate more forcibly to induce the government 
of Great-Britain to redrefs their grievances. In 
the mother-country it was taken for granted, that 
refolute exertions on her part, to enforce the fub- 
miffion of America, would effectually intimidate 
the colonies from perfevering in oppofition. But 
on experiment it was found that vigorous mea- 
fures, inftead of inducing either party to recede, 
encouraged both to perfevere. 


In the midft of their military preparations, 
the people of America adhered ftedfaftly to their 
original plan of non-importation and non-exporta- 
tion. Had independence been their firft object, 
thefe reftrictions would never have been adopted ; 
had it been intended even when they firft took 
up arms, they would have refcinded their refolu- 
tions, and imported more largely than ever. Com- 
mon fenfe revolts at the idea of a large body of 
people, unable to fupply their own wants, intend- 
ing a ferious war to emancipate their country 
from dependence on the parent-ftate, and at the 
fame time, by a voluntary agreement, depriving 
themfelves of all the means neceflary to procure 
foreign fupplies. The people of South-Carolina 
not only obferved the continental refolutions with- 
in their own limits, but co-operated with the 
friends of freedom in Georgia, to prevent an in« 
fringement of them in that colony. 


THE 
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THE party for royal government was fo ftrong 
in that infant colony, that they formed a bold 
attempt to contravene the publick refolutions. 
They loaded eleven veffels early in 1776 witha 
view to trade contrary to the orders of Congrefs. 
To favour this defign, four royal armed veflels 
took their ftation at Coxpur. One hundred and 
fifty volunteers from Charlefton, and three hun- 
dred and fifty from the fouthern parts of South- 
Carolina, commanded by col. Bull, marched to 
Georgia to prevent the failing of thefe veffels. 
They unrigged fix of them. Three were burnt 
by the Britith—of the whole only two got off 
fafe. 


CHAPTER 
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Of the extindion of royal authority, and of 
the royalifts. 


: HE legal reprefentatives met twice in the 

conftitutional aflembly after the general 
meeting of the inhabitants on July 6, 1774. In 
their firft feflion after that event, it was privately 
determined to give the fanction of their branch 
of the legillature to the refolutions adopted by 
the inhabitants at their late convention, though 
they were well aware that any vote for that pur- 
pofe would induce the royal governor to exert 
his prerogative for their diflolution. After finifh- 
ing the neceflary publick bufinefs, the fpeaker of 
the houfe fummoned a meeting of the members 
ataveryearly hour. The following motion, pre- 
vioufly prepared, was read and agreed to without 
any debate. 
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‘In the commons houfe ofaflembly, Auguft 2, 
£1774: Colonel Powell acquainted the houfe, that, 
“ during the recefs of this houfe, viz. on the 6th, 
‘7th, and 8th days of July laft, at a general 


pe meeting of the inhabitants of this colony, they, 


‘having under confideration the aéts of) parlia- 
‘ment lately pafled with regard to the port of 
“ Bofton and colony of Maflachufetts, appointed 
‘the honourable Henry Middleton, John Rut- 
“ledge, Thomas Lynch, Chriftopher Gadfden 

‘and 
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‘ and Edward Rutledge, efquires, deputies on the 
¢ part and in behalf of this colony to mect the 
< deputies of the other colonies of North-Ame- 
‘rica in general Congrefs the firft Monday of 
‘ September next at Philadelphia, or at any other 
¢ time or place that may be generally agreed on, 
© there to confider the ats lately paffed and bills 
© depending in parliament with regard to the port 
© of Bofton and colony of Maffachufetts-Bay ; 
¢ which aéts and bills, in the precedent and con- 
« fequences, affect the whole continent of Ameri- 
£ca: alfo the grievances under which America 
© labours by reafon of the feveral acts of Parlia- 
‘ment that impofe taxes or duties for raifing a 
© revenue, and lay unneceflary reftraints and bur- 
* dens on trade, and of the ftatutes, parliamentary 
« ats, and royal inftitutions, which make an in- 
¢ vidious diftinétion between his Majefly’s fubjects 
‘in Great-Britain and America ;, with full power 
é and authority to concert, agree to, and effectu- 
¢ ally profecute fuch legal meafures as, in the opi- 
© nion of the faid deputies, and of the deputies 
¢ {o to be afflembled, fhall be molt likely to obtain 
*arepeal of thofe acts and a redrefs of thofe 
¢ grievances : and thereupon moved, that this 
* houfe do refolve to recognize, ratify and con- 
¢ firm the faid appointment of the deputies for the 
£ purpofes aforefaid. 


/ 


‘ ResoLveD nemine contradicente, that this 
‘houfe do recognize, ratify and confirm the ap- 
¢ pointment of the faid deputies, for the purpofes 
¢ mentioned 
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* mentioned in the faid motion.’ The fame words 


were ufed by the people in their general meeting, 
and by the legal reprefentatives in the conftituti- 
onal aflembly, and the fame perfons were mem- 
bers of both bodies. Lieutenant. governor Bull 
endeavoured to diflolve them while they were ra- 
tifying this refolution, but the bufinefs was com- 
pleted before a council could be convened. When 
too late, the fentence was pronounced, with the 
concurrence of one counfellor, the hon. mr. Ir- 
vine. This proceeding leflened the refpeé for 
royal government, and convinced the people more 
fully of the propriety of tranfacting publick bufinefs 
in provincial congreffes, rather than in conftituti- 
onal aflemblies. His Majefty’s council for feveral 
years had been lofing their weight in the govern- 
ment. ‘heir number was fmall, and they were 
for the moft part perfons of little influence, un- 
known to the inhabitants in any other chara€ter 
than that of needy and depending crown officers. 


His Majefty’s juftices made their laft circuit in 
the fpring of 1775. On this occafion the hon. 
William-Henry Drayton, one of the affiftant judges, 
and the only one who was born in America, in 
his charge to the grand-jury inculcated the fame 
fentiments which were patronized by the popular 
Jeaders. Soon after, he was elected prefident of 
the provincial Congrefs, and devoted his great 
abilities with uncommon zeal to the fupport of the 
meafures adopted by his native country. Before 
the next circuit his colleagues, having refufed to 

I fign 
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fien the aflociation, were difarmed, and advertifed 
as inimical to the liberties of America. Not long 
after he was appointed chief-juftice by the voice 
of his country. 


TurovcHout the year 1775, and the firft 
months of the year 1776, the popular affemblies 
by words avowed their allegiance to the King of 
Great-Britain. Even while they were arming 
themfelves they endeavoured to reconcile this con- 
duct with their allegiance, alleging it was only 
in felf-defence againft minifterial tyranny, and not 
for purpofes hoftile to the King of Great-Britain. 
After the provincial Congrefs had railed regular 
troops, lord William Campbell gave commiflions 
to the officers of volunteer companies of militia, 
which were formed and trained on the recom- 
mendation of the popular leaders. His lordfhip 
alfo convened an aflembly, and tranfaéted publick 
pufinefs with officers in the provincial regiments 
who were alfo members of the conftitutional legif- 
lature; but finding them inflexibly averfe from 
his {fehemes, he diflolved them on the 15th of 
September 1775, and never afterwards iffued 
writs for a new cleétion.. For three months after 
his arrival he was unmolefted, though indefatiga- 
ble in fecretly fomenting oppofition to the popu- 
lar meafures. About the middle of September 
capt. Adam M‘Donald, of the new raifed pro- 
vincials, had the addrefs to get himfelf introduced 
to his Lordfhip under the feigned name of Dick 


Williams, a fuppofed confidential meflenger from 
the 
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the back country royalifts to the governor. In 
this aflumed character he was informed that his 
lordfhip had, on the day before, received a letter 
from the King of Great-Britain, fetting forth, 
* that his Majefty was determined f{peedily to fend 
§ out troops to execute his fchemes from one end 
© of the continent to the other.’ With a view of 

encouraging the royalifts, the governor gave an 
exaggerated account of the power of Britain, and 

of her fixed refolution to compel the fubmiffion 

of America. He interfperfed his difcourfe with 

the fevereft reflections on the new-fangled con- 
grefles and committees. This converfation being 

{peedily reported to the general committee, they 

fent a deputation from their body, of which cap- 

tain M‘Donald was one, to demand a communi- 

cation of his lordfhip’s late defpatches from Eng- 

Jand, and a perufal of his correfpondence with 

the back country. All thefe requifitions being 
peremptorily refufed, it was moved in the com- 

mittee to take the governor into immediate cuf- 
tody, but the propofition was rejected by a con- 
fiderable majority. His Lord{hip, mortified at 
the deception which had been paffed upen him, 
and diftruftful of his perfonal fafety in Charlefton, 

took the province feal with him, and retired on 

board the Tamar floop of war. In about a fort- 

night after, the general committee fent a deputati- 

on from their body with an addrefs, inviting his 
_return to Charlefton ; in which they affured him, 
“that while, agreeably to his own repeated de- 
‘ clarations, he fhould take no alive part againit 

as 
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‘the good people of the colony, in the prefent 
‘arduous ftruggle for the prefervation of their 
‘liberties, they fhould, to the utmoft of their 
© power, fecure to his excellency that fafety and 
‘ refpect for his perfon and character which the in- 
‘habitants of Carolina had ever wifhed to fhew 
‘ to the reprefentative of their Sovereign.’ But 
notwithftanding thefe fair promifes his lordfhip 
thought it moft prudent to continue on board. 


LEGISLATIVE, executive and judicial powers 
were infenfibly transferred from their ufual chan- 
nels to a provincial congrefs, council of fafety, 
and fubordinate committees. © The inhabitants, 
generally alarmed for their liberties, took fun- 
dry fteps for their prefervation. From their 
own impulfe they met and chofe their reprefenta- 
tives in committees and congrefles. The power 
of thefe bodies was undefined; but by common 
confent it was comprized in the old Roman max- 
im: ‘To take care that the commonwealth 
‘ fhould receive no damage.’ ‘The ardour of the 
people, and their jealoufy of the defigns of Great- 
Britain, gave the force of laws to their determi- 
nations. The voice of an approving country 
gave efficacy to the proceedings of the commit- 
tees. They fupported the provincial Congrefs, 
which, in its turn, gave an active energy .to the 
refolutions of the continental Congrefs. 


Earzy in 1776 the hon. Henry Middleton, 
Chriftopher 


‘ See note 1x. 
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Chriftopher Gadfden and John Rutledge, eiiied 


from the continental Congrefs while the provincial 
Congrefs was fitting. The prefident William. 
Henry Drayton, being defired to return thanks 
to them and their colleagues for their fervices in 
the American Congrefs, addrefled them in the 
following words : 


©‘ GENTLEMEN, 

¢ Wuen the hand of tyranny, armed in hof- 
‘tile manner, was extended from Great-Britain, 
‘to fpoil America of whatever fhe held moft va- 
‘luable, it was for the moft important purpofes 
‘that the good people of this colony delegated 
‘you to reprefent them in the continental Con- 
‘ grefs at Philadelphia. It became your bufinefs 
‘ to afcertain the rights of America; to point out 
‘ her violated franchifes ; to make himable repre- 
‘ fentation to the King for redrefs; and, he being 
‘ deaf to the cries of his American fubjed; to 
‘ appeal to the King of kings for the recovery of 


‘ the rights of an infant people, by the Majeity of 


f Haaren; formed for future empire. 


‘In this moft important bufinefs you engaged, 
‘as became good citizens, and ftep by flep you 
‘ deliberately advanced through it with a regret 
‘ and forrow, and with a refolution and condu@, 
‘that bear all the charaGters of ancient magnani- 
‘mity. Your conftituents, with a fteady eye, 
‘beheld your progrefs-—they faw the American 
‘ claim of rights—the affociation for the recovery 
‘ of 
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é of the American franchifes—and the humble pe- 
© tition to the King for the redrefs of grievances. 
‘ They faw the American appeal to the King of 
‘kings, and a fecond humble petition to the 
¢ Britifh Monarch—alas! as unavailing as the 
¢ firft. They have alfo feen the eftablifhment of 
‘an American naval force—a treafury and gene- 
‘ral poft-office—and the laying on a continental 
‘embargo. In fhort, they have feen permifiion 
‘granted to colonies to ere& forms of govern- 
‘ment independent of, and in oppofition to, 
‘the regal authority, 


¢ Your country faw all thefe proceedings, the 
‘ work of a body of which you were and are mem- 
¢ bers—Proceedingsarifing from dire neceflity,and 
‘not from choice—Proceedings that are the natu- 
‘ ral confequence of the prefent inaufpicious reign 
‘ —Proceedings juft in themfelves, and which, not- 
¢ withftanding the late declarations of the corrupt 
‘houfes of parliament—the proclamation of the 
‘court of St. James’s on the 23d of Auguit— 
‘and the fubfequent royal fpeech in parliament— 
‘ are exactly as far diftant from treafon and rebel- 
‘lion, as ftands the glorious revolution which 
‘ deprived a tyrant of his kingdoms, and elevated 
‘the houfe of Brunfwick to royalty. 


‘ Worruy delegates! it is the judgment of 
€ your country that your conduct, of which I 
‘have juft marked the grand lines, in the Ame- 
«rican Congrefs, is juftifiable before Gop and 
gneetel (ps 


co ye 


‘man, and that whatever may be the iffue of 
© this unlooked for defenfive civil war, in which 
‘unfortunately, though glorioufly, we are en- 
* gaged, whether independence or flavery, all the 
* blood and all the guilt muft be imputed to Bri- 
* tifh and not to American counfels. Hence your 
* conitituents, fenfible of the propriety of your 
‘conduct, have conflituted me their inftrument, 
‘as well to fignify to you their approbation, as 
“to prefent to you their thanks. I do there- 
‘fore moft refpectfully, in the name of the Con- 
‘ grefs, prefent to you and each of you the thanks 
‘of your country for your important fervices in 
‘the American Congrefs at Philadelphia.’ 


In this manner, without annihilating the forms 
of the ancient regal conftitution, a new govern- 
ment was in a fhort time introduced by the con- 


fent of the grand body of the people. 


THovueu this new eftablifhment was effected 
by the voice of a great majority—great in num- 
ber, and in weight and influence greater ftill; 
yet, from the circulating of the affociation to be 
publithed, it was not wholly without oppofition. 
Among the inhabitants of the back country feveral 
events, unfavourable to any revolution, had lately 
taken place. About the year 1770, the extreme 
difficulty of bringing criminals from the remote 
fettlements to a legal condemnation had induced 
a number of men, who called themfelves regula. 
tors, to take the law into their hands. They, by 
their 
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their own authority, inflicted corporal punifhment 
on fundry perfons without any regular condemna- 
tion. To remedy abufes of this kind, lord Charles- 
Greville Montague, then governor of the province, 
advanced to the rank of colonel a man of low 
character, of the name of Scovil, and employed 
him to enforce regular law among thefe felf-con- 
ftituted regulators. In execution of his commifiion 
he adopted fevere meafures, which involved mul- 
titudes in great diftrefs. Thefe unfortunate mifled 
regulators, having fuffered for oppofing regular 
government, could not beperfuaded to co-operate 
with their countrymen in the fupport of congreffes 
and committees. They conceived thefe new bo- 
dies to be fimilar to their own regulating aflem- 
blies. 


In the fame part of the country was a confider- 
able number of Dutch inhabitants, who had fettled 
on lands granted by the bounty of government. 
Thefe people had brought from Europe the mo- 
narchical ideas of their holding their pofleflons at 
the King’s pleafure. They were therefore eafily 
made to believe, that the immediate lofs of their 
frecholds would be the probable confequence of 
their acceding to the American meafures. After 
the peace of Paris 1763, grants of land, five pounds 
fterling bounty, an exemption from taxes for ten 
years, and payment of their paflages, were offered 
to induce foreign proteftants to exchange their 
native country for a fettlement in South-Carolina. 
The Irifh, who accepted thefe offers, were gene- 

rally 
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rally royalifts. They conceived that they owed all 
thefe indulgences to the bounty of the King, and 
therefore took part with his friends. The people 
of the fame nation, who had migrated from the 
northern provinces, generally entered with zeal 
into the new meafures. 


AmonG a people who had fo many reafons to 
love and fear their King, and who were happy un- 
der his government, it was no difficult matter for 
lord William Campbell to gain yotaries to fupport 
the royal intereft. 


His lordfhip was unremitting in his endea. 
vours to perfuade thefe uninformed back-fettlers, 
that the power of Britain could never be effe@tu- 
ally refifted by the feeble American colonies— 
That the whole difpute was about a trifling tax 
on tea, which, as they were not in the habit of 
ufing it, could not to them be interefting. It was 
frequently infinuated that the gentlemen on the 
fea coaft, in order to obtain their tea free from 
tax, were adopting meafures which would in- 
volve the back country in the want of falt, ofna- 
burgs and imported neceflaries ; and that the ex- 
pences of the new raifed regiments would be in- 
finitely more than the trifling taxes impofed by 
the Britifh parliament, 


Tue violence of fome over-zealous friends, 
who infifted on their neighbours figning the af- 
fociation, and who would not bear with the fcru- 
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ples and objections of their doubting brethren, 
produced in feveral a determined {fpirit of op- 
pofition. 

Ar an eleétion for reprefentatives in the firit 
popular affemblies, Mofes Kirkland was an un- 
fuccefsful candidate. In great wrath he ex- 
claimed, ‘If this difpute becomes ferious, the 
‘ people of South-Carolina fhall feel the weight 
‘of my influence.’ When the officers for the 
provincial regiments were appointed, Congrels, 
willing to gain him to their intereft, gave him the 
rank of captain; but he was difgufted that his 
neighbour and rival was promoted to the higher 
rank of major. At firft he accepted his commif- 
fion, and enlifted men; but he very foon refigned 
it, and, to the utmoft of his power, encouraged 
oppofition to the meafures of Congrels. 


Tue people generally felt themfelves fecure 
in their perfons and property. It was therefore 
eafy to offer arguments again{ft renouncing pre- 
fent comforts, to ward off future evils. The po- 
pular leaders could not urge the inhabitants to 
the dangers and expences of war, otherwife than 
on fpeculation, to prevent the more alarming con- 
fequences which would probably take place at 
a future time, if the proceedings of the Britith 

arliament, againft Bofton and the province of 
Maffachufetts, were fuffered to pafs into precedent. 
Diftant evils weigh fo litle in the eftimation of 


the multitude, that great {cope was given to thofe 
who 
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who wifhed to head a party for fubmitting to the 
demands of Great-Britain. 


Tuoucu there were fome royalifts in every 
part of the province, the only fettlement in which 
they out-numbered the friends of Congrefs, was 
in the country between the Broad and Saluda 
rivers. When it was determined to raife troops, 
the inhabitants of that part of the province could 
not be perfuaded that the meafure was neceflary. 
Feeling themfelves happy and free from prefent 
oppreflion, they were averfe from believing that 
any defigns, inimical to American liberty, had 
been adopted by the Britifh government. Inftead 
of figning the affociation, they figned papers at 
their general mufters, declaring their unwillingnefs 
to concur inthe meafures recommended by Con. 
grefs. The council of fafety fent the hon. William- 
’ Henry Drayton, and the rev. William Tennent, 
into their fettlement, to explain to them the nature 
of the difpute, and to bring them over to’a co- 
operation with the other inhabitants. They had 
feveral publick meetings, and much eloquence 
was exerted to induce them to fign the aflocia- 
tion. Some were convinced and fubfcribed that 
bond of union; but the greater number could 
not be perfuaded that there was any neceflity for 
congrefles, committees, or a military eftablifh- 
ment. Sufpicion, that bane of fociety, began to 
exert her mifchievous influence. The friends of 
the old government doubted the authenticity of alf 


pamphlets and newfpapers, which afcribed to the 
Britih 
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Britifh troops in Bofton, or to the Britifh govern-. 
ment, any defigns injurious to the rights of the 
colonifts. ‘They believed the whole to be an im- 
pofition by artful men, who wifhed to excite ftorms, 
that they might fhew their fkill in pilotage. The 
friends of Congrefs fufpeéted the leading men of 
the royalifts to be in the pay of governor Camp- 
bell. Reports were circulated by one party, that a 
plan was laid to feize the commiflioners fent by the 
council of fafety ; by the other, that the third pro- 
vincial regiment was brought up to compel the in- 
habitants to fign the aflociation. Motives and de- 
figns were reciprocally attributed to each other of 
the moft ungenerous nature and mifchievous ten- 
dency. The royalifts embodied for reafons fimilar 
to thofe which had induced the other inhabitants 
to arm themfelves againft Great-Britain. ‘They 
fufpected their adverfaries of an intention to dra- 
goon them into a compliance with the meafures of 
Congrefs ; and they, in their turn, were fufpected 
of a defign to commence hoftilities againft the aflo- 
ciators for difturbing the eftablithed royal govern- 
ment. Camps were formed in oppofition to each 
other, and great pains were taken to increafe their 
relpeGtive numbers. Moderate men employed 
their good offices to prevent bloodfhed. After 
fome days, the leaders on both fides met in confer- 
ence. Several explications having taken place, * 
a treaty was reciprocally agreed to, by which it was 
ftipulated, that * the royalifts fhould remain ina 


‘ ftare of neutrality.’ | Both parties retired to their 
homes, 


k See note x. ! See note xi. 
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homes, anda temporary calm fucceeded. Mr. 
Robert Cunningham, who had been a principal 
leader among the royalifts, continued to encourage 
oppofition to the popular meafures, and declared 
that he did not confider himfelf as bound by the 
treaty. Sufpicion again began to {pread her poifon. 
This declaration was conftrued as an evidence of 
a fixed intention to difturb the peace, by another 
infurretion. To prevent his attempting any 
thing of that kind, he was apprehended, brought 
to town, and committed to gaol. Patrick Cun- 
ningham inftantly armed a party of his friends, 
and purfued, with the expectation of refcuing his 
brother. The party colleted on this occafion 
feized a thoufand pounds of powder, which was 
at that juncture pafling through their fettlement. 
This was publick property, and had been fent by 
the council of fafety as a prefent to the Cherokee 
Indians. Yo inflame the minds of the people, fome 
defigning men among the royalifts propagated a 
report, that the powder was fent to the Indians, ac- 
companied with inftructions to them, to kill every 
man who fhould refufe to fign the aflociation. 
This charge, entirely falfe in itfelf, was not be- 
lieved by any of the well-informed inhabitants ; 
neverthelefs it anfwered the purpofes of party 
among fome of the ignorant multitude. It was 
confidently afferted that fome private marks had 
been agreed on by the popular leaders and Indian 
chiefs, to diftinguifh the aflociators from the non- 
affociators; the former of whom were to be fpared, 
and the latter facrificed. Greatpains were alfotaken 
‘to 
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to ¢xafperate the inhabitants againft the council of 
fafety, for furnifhing the Indians with powder at 
atime when the white people could not be fup- 
plied with that neceflary article. 


Mayor Williamfon, who commanded the mi- 
litia in favour of Congrefs, went in queft of the 
party which had taken the publick powder, but 
was foon obliged to retreat before their fuperior 
numbers. The royalifts, irritated by the capture 
of Cunningham, and flufhed with fuccefs in feizing 
the powder, were at this time more numerous than 
at any other period. Major Willtamfon was re- 
duced to the neceflity of retreating into a ftockade 
fort, in which he and his party were confined 
without any water, till, after three days, by digging 
they obtained a fcanty fupply. The royalifts pof- 
fefled thenifelves of the gaol at Ninety-Six, and 
from that {tation fired into the fort. Monfieur 
St. Pierre, an ingenious French gentleman who 
had fettled there fome years before, and had made 
confiderable progrefs in the cultivation of vine- 
yards, was killed by the fire of the royalifts, and 
fome others were wounded; but on the whole, 
very little execution was done. After fome days 
the affailants hoifted a flag, and propofed a truce. 
Reciprocal permiflion was given to forward ex- 
prefles from the royalifis to the governor, and 
from major Williamfon to the council of fafety. 
Both parties once more difperfed, and retired to 
their homes: 
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Domestick divifion at this time was particus 


jarly to be dreaded. An invafion from Great-. 


Britain was foon expected. A Britifh fleet and 
army in front, and difaffected inhabitants in rear, 
threatened deftruction to the friends of Congrefs. 
Lord William Campbell had uniformly recom- 
mended to the royalifts to remain quiet till the 
arrival of a Britifh force. This advice, fo well 
calculated to diftra the views of the popular 
leaders, had been providentially fruftrated. Simi- 
lar reafons of policy to thofe which induced the 
royal governor to recommend inaction to the ro- 
alifts, operated with the council of fafety to crufh 
their inteftine foes before that force fhould ar- 
rive. Their late infurreCtion, in violation of the 
treaty of Ninety-Six, gave ground to doubt of the 
fincerity of their engagements to continue ina 
ftate of neutrality. From their paft condu& it 
was feared, that, as foon as a proper opportunity 
fhould offer itfelf, they would throw their weight 
into the royal feale. It was therefore judged necef- 
fary, for the publick fafety, to march an army in- 
to their fettlements before that event fhould take 
place. To remove prejudices, the following de- 
claration was circulated throughout their fettle- 
ments. 
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‘By AuTHORITY OF CONGRESS. 


‘Ir thas ever been the policy of America in ge- 
£ neral, and.of this colony in particular, to endea- 
* vour 
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vour to cultivate a good correfpondence with the 
neighbouring Indians, and efpecially fo fince the 
commencement of the prefent unhappy difputes 
with the Britith adminiftration. This policy ori- 
ginated from a view of preferving, at the cheapeft 
rate, our borders from favage inroads. Of late 
this policy has been perfevered in, and our en- 
deavours have been redoubled, in order to op- 
pofe and to fruftrate the defign of the Britith ad- 
miniftration, by the hands of Indians, to deluge 
our frontiers with the blood of our fellow-citi- 
zens. Experience has taught us that occafional 
prefents to the Indians have been the great 
means of acquiring their friendfhip. In this ne- 
ceflary fervice government every year expended 
large fums of money. The late council of fafety 
fpared no pains to confirm them in their pacifick 
inclination; but, from repeated, conftant and uni- 
form accounts, it clearly appeared that a general 
Indian war was inevitable, unlefs the Indians 
were furnifhed with fome {mall fupplies of am- 
munition, to enable them to procure deer-fkins 
for their fupport and maintenance. Rather than 
draw onan Indian war, by an ill-timed frugality 

in withholding ammunition, the late council, in 
Oober, iffued a fupply of ammunition, confilt- 
ing of one thoufand weight of powder, and two 
thoufand weight of lead, for the ufe of the Che- 
rokees, as the only probable means of preferving 
the frontiers from the inroads of the Indians. 


*The council the more readily agreed to this 
‘ meafure, becaufe, as they almoft daily expected 


© that 
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§ chat the Britifh arms would attack the colony in 
‘ front on the fea coatt, they thought they would 
* be inexcufable if they did not, as much as in 
‘them lay, remove every caufe to apprehend an 
* attack at the fame time from the Indians upon 
the back fettlements. 
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‘ But this meafure, entered into by the coun-. 
cil upon principles of the foundeft policy—of 
‘ chriftianity—breathing equal benevolence to the 
‘ aflociators and non-aflociators, and arifing only 
* from neceffity, unfortunately, has been by fome 
‘ non-aflociators made an inftrument for the mot 
€ diabolical purpofes. . 


‘THESE wicked men, to the aftonifhment of 
£ common fenfe, have made many of their deluded 
* followers believe, that this ammunition was fent 
‘ to the Indians, with orders for them to fall upon 
‘the non-affociators, and, taking advantage from 
‘the fearcity of ammunition among individuals, 
* arifing from the neceflity of filling the publick 
‘ magazines, they have invidioufly reprefented 
‘that this ammunition ought not to have been 
* fent to the Indians, while the inhabitants of the 
‘ colony, individually, are in a great meafpre de- 
‘ {titute of that article. 

¢ WHEREFORE, im compaflion to thofe who are 
§ deluded by fuch reprefentations, the Congrefs 
* have taken thefe things into their confideration, 
6 and they defire their deceived fellow-colonifts 
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é to refled, that the ftory of the ammunition being 
« fent to the Indians, with orders for them to maf- 


‘facre the non-aflociators, is abfurd in its very 
* nature, . 


© First, Becaufe the whole tenor of the con- 
¢ du& of the council of fafety demonftrates that 
‘they were incapable of fuch inhumanity as a 
‘ body, and the character of each individual fhields 
¢him againft a charge of fo cruel a nature. 


¢Szconp, Becaufe alfo, if men will but call 
¢ reafon to their aid, they mutt plainly fee, that, 
¢ if the Indians were let loofe upon the frontiers, 
‘they muft indifcriminately maffacre affociators 
‘and non-aflociators, fince there is no mark to 
¢ diftinguifh either to the Indians. However, in 
‘ order to clear up all difficulties on this head, and 
¢ for the cafe of the minds of our deceived friends, 
‘the Congrefs in a body, and alfo individually, 
‘ declare, in the moft folemn manner, before AL- 
‘wicgutry Gop, that they do not believe any 
¢ order was ever iffued, or any idea was ever en- 
‘ tertained by the late council of fafety, or any 
‘ member of it, or by any perfon under authority 
‘ of Congrefs, to caufe the Indians to commence 
¢ hoftilities upon the frontiers or any part thereof. 
¢ On the contrary, they do believe that they, and 
© each of them, have ufed every endeavour to in- 
£ culcate in Indians, fentiments friendly to the in- 
£ habitants without any diflinction.. 
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‘Ir is greatly to be regretted, that our fellow- 
*colonifts, individually, are not fo well fupplied 
‘with ammunition as would be adequate to their 
* private convenience. But does not the unhappy 
‘ fituation of publick affairs juftify the filling the 
* publick magazines ; thereby fecuring the wel- 
‘fare and forming the defence of the ftate, at the 
* rifk of the convenience or fafety of individuals. 
* And if out of the publick {tock a quantity of am- 
* munition is given to the Indians, which may be 
* fuflicient to keep them quiet, by in fome degree 
* fupplying their urgent occafions, yet not fuffici- 
“ent to enable them to make war; ought our 
“people, nay they cannot have any reafonable 
* ground to arraign the policy by which they are 
‘and may be preferved from favage hoftility, or 
‘to complain that becaufe the whole colony, the 
* publick and individuals, cannot be fupplied with 
‘ammunition, therefore a fmall quantity ought 
“not to be fent tothe Indians. Men ought to re- 
“flect that this {mall quantity is given in order to 
* render it unneceflary to {upply the publick indivi- 
* dually on the fcore of a defence againft Indians. 
‘Men fhould alfo reflect that, while the publick 
“magazines are well ftored, fupplies can be in- 
‘ ftantly, plentifully and regularly poured upon 
* thofe parts where the publick fervice may require 
* them. 


‘Common fenfe and common honefty digtate, 
* that if there is a probability that, by a prefent of 
‘afmali quantity of ammunition, the Indians can 
be 
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é be kept in peace, that prefent ought not to be 
é withheld, at the hazard of inducing an Indian- 
¢ war—involying the colony in immenfe expence 
¢ —breaking up whole fettlements—and unnecel- 
é farily facrificing a number of lives. 


¢ Charlefton, Nov. 19, i775.’ 


Tue provincial congrels did not reft their caufe 
on reafoning alone, but enforced their meafures 
with an army fufficiently numerous to intimidate 
oppofition, They fent a large body of militia and 
new raifed regulars, under the command of colo- 
nels Richardfon and Thomfon. They were alfo 
joined by feven hundred militia of North+Carolina, 
commanded by colonels Polk and Rutherford, 
and two hindred and twenty regulars commanded 
by colonel Martin. In a little time Congrefs had 
an army of feveral thoufand men under their direc 
tion, with inftru€tions ‘ to apprehend the leaders 
« of the party which had feized the powder, and to 
« do all other things neceflary to fupprefs the pre- 
‘ fent and prevent future infurrections.”? Colonel 
Richatdfon proceeded in the execution of thefe 
orders with great moderation and propriety, A 
demand was made that the perfons who had feized 
the powder fhould be delivered up to the juftice 
of their country. Aflurances were publickly 
given that no injury {hould be done to inoffenfive 
perfons, who would remain quietly on their plan- 
tations. The leaders of the royalifts found great 
difficulty in perfuading their followers to embody. 


They were cut of from all communication with 
governor 
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governor Campbell. Unconneéted with their 
brethren in other parts, there was no union in thei 
meafures. ‘They were ‘a rope of fand’ without 
order and fubordination, and without that enthu- 
fiafm which infpired the friends of Congrefs, 
Their leaders were deftitute of political know- 
ledge and without military experience. The una- 
nimity of the whigs, and the great numbers 
which, from all fides, invaded the fettlements of 
the royalifts, difheartened them from facing their 
adverfaries in the field of battle. They faw refift- 
ance to be vain, and that the new government had 
much greater energy than they had fuppofed. 
The whigs acted by fyftem, and in concert with 
their brethren in the adjacent f{tates, and were di- 
rected by a council of fafety compofed of the 
greateft and wifeft men in the province. They 
eafily carried every point—feized the leaders of 
the royalifts—and difperfed their followers. In 
effecting this bufinefs they did not lofe a fingle 
man, and only one of their number, major Polk, 
was wounded. This decided fuperiority gave con- 
fidence to the popular leaders, and greatly ftrength- 
ened their hands.. The vanquifhed royalifts re- 
tired to their plantations ; but on all occafions dif. 
covered as much obftinacy in oppofing their coun- 
trymen, as their countrymen did firmnefs in op- 
pofing Great-Britain. Several of them, and of 
others who were averfe from fighting, retired over 
the mountains, where, remote from the noife and 
buftle of war, they enjoyed that independence for 
which fo many were contending. Inthe year1778, 
when 
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when every inhabitant was called on to take aft 
oath of allegiance to the ftate, many of them vo- 
luntarily abandoned their country for the barren 
fands of Faft-Florida. In the fame year, when 
the alliance between France and the United States 
of America was publifhed, others of them nomi- 
nally joined the Congres. ‘Mr. Robert Cunning- 
ham and two or three more of their leading men, 
were elected members of the legiflature. After 
the redu€tion of Savannah, a confiderable party 
rofe a fecond time in favour of royal government; 
but they were completely routed on their way to 
the Britith encampments in Georgia. They after- 


wards remained quiet till the Britifh obtained 
pofleffion of Charlefton. 


Excepting thefe ill-concerted infirrections, 
no publick body in the province, prior to the 
Britifh conquefts in the year 1780, gave avowed 
evidence of their difapprobation of the popular 
meafures. Several in private, no doubt, com- 
plained ; but they contented themfelves with fe- 
cret murmurings. The number of flaves within 
the province, and of Indians on its weftern fron- 
tier, together with the large extent of unprotected 
fea-coaft, were, in the opinion of fome worthy 
men, infuperable obftacles to fuccefs in contending 
with Great-Britain. Several, influenced by reafon- 
ing of this fort, would rather have tamely fub- 
mitted to the encroachments of the mother-coun- 
try than rifked the vengeance of her arms. 


THE 
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“Tue felfifh among the merchants and planters, 
whofe gains were leffened by the ceflation of 
trade, wifhed for the return of bufinefs ; but the 
main body of both claffes moft heartily concurred 
with the popular meafures. A great Majority of 
the people determined to facrifice eafe, pleafure 
and fortune, and to rifk life itfelf, to obtain per- 
manent fecurity for American rights. They be- 
lieved their liberties to be ‘in danger. Roufed 
with this apprehenfion, they were animated to 
the moft felf-denying exertions. Befide their fu- 
periority in numbers, there was an ardour and 
enthufiaim in the friends of Congrefs which was 
generally wanting in the advocates for royal go- 
vernment. ‘The fiery warm fpirits, for the moft 
part, fided with the former; but the latter were 
chiefly compofed of the ignorant, the felfith, and 
the timid. Vigorous decifive meafures charater- 
ized the popular party ; while their oppofers ei- 
ther aéted without fyftem, or from timid coun- 
fels which were feebly executed. 


No revolution was ever effected with greater 
amanimity, or with more order and regularity. 
The leading men in every part of the province, 
with very few exceptions, from the firft moments 
of the conteft, exerted themfelves in the caufe of 
their country, Their abilities and influence gave 
anion and fyftem to the proceedings of the people. 
A few perfons in the colony hated republican go- 
wernments, and fome ignorant people in the back 
country were induced to believe that the whole 

was 
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«vas an artful deception, impofed upon them for 
snterefted purpofes, by the gentlemen of fortune 
and ambition on the fea coaft. But among the 
independent enlightened freemen of the province, 
who loved liberty, and had {pirit to rifk life and 
fortune in its fupport, there were very few to be 
found who took part with the royalifts. 
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CHAD TE RF OUR TH, 


Of ihe formation of a regular conftitution. 


ILL the year 17476, the oppofition to Great- 
Britain was condu&ed on fuch temporary 
principles, that the repeal of a few aéts of parlia- 
ment would have immediately produced a rein- 
ftatement of Britith government—a diffolution of 
the American army—and a recommencement of 
the mercantile intercourfe between the two coun- 
tries. The refufal of Great-Britain to redrefs the 
grievances of the colonies, fuggeited to fome bold 
{pirits early in 1776, the ieecetin® of going much 
greater lengths than was originally intended, eu 


A FEW penetrating minds forefaw that the love 
of dominion in the parent {tate, and the uncon- 
querable love of liberty in America, would for- 
ever obftru& a cordial reconciliation; but the 
bulk of the people ftill flattered themfelves with 
the fond hopes of a re-union. 


PusLick affairs were in confufion for want of 

a regular conftitution. The impropriety of hold- 
ing courts of juftice under the authority of a fo- 
vereign againft whom all the colony was in arms, 
ftruck every thinking perfon. aire impoflibility 
of governing a large community by the ties of ho- 
nour, without the authority of law, was equally 
apparent. But notwithftanding the prefling weight 
of all thefe confiderations, the formation of an in- 
M dependent 
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dependent conftitution had fo much the appear- 
ance of an eternal feparation from a country, by a 
reconciliation with which many yet hoped for a 
return of ancient happinefs, that a great part of 
the provincial Congrefs oppofed the neceflary 
meafure. At the very time when they were fu- 
{pended on this important debate, an exprefs ar- 
rived from Savannah, with an aét of parliament; 
pafled December 21, 1775, confifcating American 
property, and throwing all the colonifts out of his 
Majefty’s protection.™ This turned the fcale— 
filenced all the moderate men who were advocates 
for a reconciliation—and produced a majority for 
an independent conftitution. In lefs than an hour 
after that act was read in the provincial Congrels, 
an order was iffued to feize, for the publick, the 
Port-Henderfon, a Jamaica veffel, loaded with 
fugar, which had put into Charlefton, on her way 
to London, though fhe had the day before ob- 
tained leave to pals the forts, and would have 
failed the fame afternoon on her intended voyage. 


Previous to this Governor Tonyn, of Eaft- 
Florida, had commiflioned a privateer to plunder 
the unarmed inhabitants of Georgia and Carolina, 
and the royal fervants had repeatedly feized private 
property. The Carolinians, {till partial to Great- 
Britain, confidered thefe proceedings as the rafh 
aéts of individuals; but a law of the national par- 
liament, which had thrown them out of his Ma- 
jefty’s protection, convinced the moft lukewarm, 

that 
m See note XII, 
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that America, legally difcharged from her alle- 


giance to the King of Great-Britain, muft now 
take care of herfelf. 


So ftrong was the attachment of many to Great- 
Britain, which they fondly called the mother-coun- 
try, that though they affented to the eftablifhment 
of an independent conftitution, yet it was carried, 
after a long debate, that it was only to exift © till 
‘a reconciliation between Great-Britain and the 
“colonies fhould take place.’ The friends of re- 
conciliation believed that it was the diate of 
found policy, and inno refpect incompatible with 
the true honour and dignity of the parent-ftate, to 
redrefs the grievances of the American colonies. 
The great body of the people would have rejoiced 
at fuch an event, and would with cheerfulnefs 
have returned to the clafs of peaceable citizens in 
the ancient line of fubordination. They therefore 
only framed a temporary conftitution, confifting 
of three branches, onthe model of the Brittth g0- 
vernment. This was nothing more than reducing 
into form and order, their fyftem of government 
by congrefles and committees, and could have 
been relinquifhed, in cafe of a reconciliation with 
Great-Britain, as eafily as the late undefined mode 
of conducting publick bufinefs. The determina- 
tions of the provincial Congrefs on this occafion 
were introduced with the following preamble: 


‘Wuereas the Britith parliament, claiming 
‘of late years a right to bind the North-Ameri- 
‘can 


can colonies by law, in all cafes whatloever, have | 
enacted ftatutes for raifing a revenue in thofe 

‘colonies, and difpofing of fuch revenue as. they 

¢ thonght proper, without the confent, and againit 

‘the will of the colonifts. And whereas, it ap- 

é pearing to them, that (they not being reprefented 

¢ in parliament) fuch claim was altogether uncon- 

¢ ftitutional ; and, if admitted, would at once re- 

‘ duce them from the rank of freemen to a ftate 

é of the moft abje& flavery ; the faid colonies, 

¢ therefore, feverally remonftrated againft the pafi- 
é ing, and petitioned for the repeal of thofe aéts— 
é but in vain. And whereas the faid claim being 
¢ perfifted in, other unconftitutional and oppredf- 
¢ five ftatutes have been fince enacted, by which 
é the powers of the admitalty-courts in the colo- 
¢ nies are extended beyond their ancient limits, 
‘and jurifdiction is given to fuch courts in cafes 
¢ fimilar to thofe which in Great-Britain are triable 
‘ by jury—perfons are liable to be fent to, and 
¢ tried in, Great-Britain, for an offence created 
é and made capital by onc of thofe flatutes, though 
é committed in the colonies—the harbour of Bo- 
é {ton was blocked up—people indicted for mur- 
¢ der in the Maffachufetts-Bay, may, at the will of 
‘the governor, be fent for trial to any other co- 
lony, or even to Great-Britain—the chartered 
conftitution of government in that colony is. ma- 
terially altered—the Englifh laws and a free go- 
yernment, to which the inhabitants of Quebec 
were entitled by the King’s royal proclamation, 
€4re abolifhed; and French Jaws are reftored 5 
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Q the Roman Catholick religion (although before 
€ tolerated and freely exercifed there) and an ab- 
€ folute government, are eftablifhed in that pro- 
é vince, and its limits extended through a vait 
tract of country, fo as to border on the free pro- 
 teftant Englith fettlements, with defign of ufing 
“a whole people, differing in religious principles 
‘ from the neighbouring Anil and fubject to 
é arbitrary power, as fit inftruments to over-awe 
“and fubdue the colonies. And whereas the de- 
‘legates of all the colonies on this continent, 

é from Noya-Scotia to Georgia, aflembled in a Ge- 
© neral Congrefs at Philadelphia, in the moft duti- 
“ ful manner, laid their complaints at the foot of 
é the throne, and humbly implored their fovereign, 
¢ that his royal authority and interpofition might 
© be ufed for their relief from the grievances occa- 
é fioned by thofe ftatutes, and affured his Majetty, 
‘ that harmony between Great-Britain and Ame- 
¢ rica, ardently defired by the latter, would be 
é thereby immediately reftored, and that the co- 
‘lonifts confided in the magnanimity and juftice 
‘ of the King and parliament for redrefs of the 
‘many other grievances under which they la- 
€ boured. And whereas, thefe complaints being 
¢ wholly difregarded, ftatutes, ftill more cruel than 
‘ thofe above mentioned, have been enacted, pro- 
‘ hibiting the intercourfe of the colonies with each 
“other, reftridting their trade, and depriving many 
‘ thoufands of people of the means of fubfiftence, 
_© by reftraining them from fifhing on the American 
®coaft, And whereas large fleets and armies 
. having 
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€ having been fent to America, in order to enforce 
*the execution of thofe laws, and to compel an 
¢ abfolute and implicit fubmiffion to the will of a 
‘ corrupt and defpotick adminiftration, and in con 
*fequence thereof, hoftilities having been com- 
¢ menced in the Maflachufetts-Bay, by the troops. 
© under command of general Gage, whereby 2 
¢number of peaceable, helplefs, and unarmed 
¢ people, were wantonly robbed and murdered ; 
¢and there being juft reafon to apprehend that 
like hoftilities would be committed in all the: 
€ other colonies, the colonifts were therefore 
¢ driven to the neceflity of taking up arms to repel 
‘force by force, and to defend themfelves and 
¢ their properties againft lawlefs invafions and de- 
‘ predations.—Neverthelefs the delegates of the 
¢ faid colonies, aflembled in another Congrefs at 
¢ Philadelphia, anxious to procure a reconciliation 
¢ with Great-Britain, upon juft and conftitutional 
‘ principles, fupplicated his Majelty to dire& fome 
* mode by which the united applications of his 
¢ faithful colonifts might be improved into a happy 
‘ and permanent reconciliation ; that in the mean 
¢ time meafures might be taken for preventing the 
¢ further deftruction of their lives; and that fuch 
¢ flatutes as immediately diftrefled any of the co- 
< Jonifts might be repealed. And whereas, inftead 
< of obtaining that juftice to which the colonifts 
¢ were and are of right entitled, the unnatural civil 
‘war, into which they were thus precipitated, and 
‘are involved, hath been profecuted with unre- 
¢ mitted violence ; and the governors and others 

¢ bearing 
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© bearing the royal commiffion in the colonies, hav- 
‘ing broken the moft folemn promifes and en- 
‘ gagements, and violated every obligation of ho- 
‘nour, juftice and humanity, have caufed the 
“ perfons of divers good people to be feized and 
‘imprifoned, and their properties to be forceably 
‘taken and detained or deftroyed, without any 
© crime or forfeiture—excited domeftick infurrec. 
© tions—proclaimed freedom to fervants and flaves 
« —enticed or ftolen them from, and armed them 
* againft their mafters—inftigated and encouraged 
‘ the Indian nations to war againft the colonies— 
© difpenfed with the law of the land, and fubfti- 
‘tuted the law-martial in its ftead—killed many 
‘of the colonifts—burned feveral towns, and 
‘threatened to burn the reft; and daily endea-° 
*vour, by a conduct which has fullied the Britith 
“arms, and would difgrace even favage nations, 
“ to effet the ruin and deftrudtion of the colonies. 
« And whereas a ftatute hath been lately paffed, 
“whereby, under pretence that the faid colonies 
‘are in open rebellion, all trade and commerce 
© whatfoever with them is prohibited—veffels be- 
‘longing to their inhabitants trading in, to or 
* from the faid colonies, with the cargoes and ef- 
* feéts on board fuch veffels, are made lawful prize, 
‘and the mafters and crews of fuch veffels are 
* fubjected, by force, to a€t on board the King’s 
* fhips, again{t their country and deareft friends ; 
“and all feizures and detention, or deftru@ion of 
* the perfons and properties of the colonifts, which 
* have at any time been made, or committed, for 
¢ withftanding 
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withftanding or fuppreffing the faid pretended 
¢ rebellion, and which fhall be made in purfuance 
of the faid act, or for the fervice of the publick, 
‘are jultified ; and perfons fuing for damages in 
é fuch cafes are, on failing in their fuits, fubjected 
€ to payment of very heavy expences. And where- 
‘as large reinforcements of troops dnd fhips have 
é been ordered, and are daily expeéted in Ame- 
‘rica, for carrying on war againit each of the 
‘ United Colonies, by the moft vigorous exer- 
¢ tions, And whereas, in confequence of a plan 
‘recommended by the governors, and which 
é feems to have been concerted between them and 
¢ their minifterial mafters, to withdraw the ufual 
¢ officers, and thereby loofen the bands of govern- 
¢ ment, and create anarchy and confufion in the 
* colonies, lord William Campbell, late governor, 
© on, the 1sth day of September laft, diffolved the 
£ general aflembly of this colony, and no other 
¢ hath fince been called, although by law the fit- 
* ting and holding of general affemblies cannot 
© be intermitted above fix months; and having 
¢ ufed his utmoft efforts to deftroy the lives, li- 
© berties and properties of the good. people here, 
© whom, by the duty of his ftation, he was bound 
‘to protect, withdrew himfelf from the colony, 
© and carried off the great feal and the royal in- 
¢ ftruétions to governors. And whereas the judges 
¢ of the courts of law here have refufed to exercife 
é their refpeétive functions, fo that it is become in- 
£ difpenfably neceflary, that during the prefent 


£ fituation of American affairs, and until an, ac- 
¢ commodation 
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*“commodation of the unhappy differences be- 
“tween Great-Britain and America can be ob- 
* tained, (an event, which though traduced and 
“treated as rebels, we flill earneftly defire) fome 
“ mode fhould be eftablithed by common confent, 
‘ and for the good of the people, the origin and 
© end of all government, for regulating the inter- 
“nal polity of this colony; the Congrefs, being 
“velted with powers competent for the purpofe, 
‘and having fully deliberated touching the pre- 
* mifes, do therefore refolye—— 


- Tue moft effential parts of this temporary con- 
fitution are contained in the following refolu- 
tits: 


‘I. Tuar this Congrefs, being a full and free 
“ reprefentation of the people of this colony, fhall 
“ henceforth be deemed and called the General 
& Aflembly of South-Carolina, and as fuch thal 
§ continue until the 21ft of O@ober next, and nag 
* longer. 


‘I. Tuar .the general affembly fhall, out of 
“their own body, ele@, by ballot, a legiflative- 
‘ council, to confit of thirteen members, (feven 
© of whom fhall be a quorum) and to continue for 
“ the fame time as the general aflembly. 


“TI. Trav the general afflembly, and lecifla- 
* tive-council, fhall jointly choofe, by ballot, from 
“among themfelves, or from the people at large, 
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° a prefident and commander in chief, and a vice-~ 
‘ prefident of the colony. 


¢V. Tuar there be a privy-council, whereof 
‘the vice-prefident’ of the colony thall of courfe 
¢ be 2 member and prefident of the privy-council, 
¢ and that fix other members be chofen by ballot, 
¢ three by the general affembly, and three by the 
‘ fegiflative-council ; provided always, that no of- 
‘ ficer of the army or navy, in the.fervice of the 
© continent, or of this colony, ‘hall be eligible. 


‘VII. Tuar the legiflative authority be vefted 
«in the prefident and commander in chief, the 
¢ general affembly, and legiflative-council. 


©X]. Tuat on the laft Monday in OCober 
«next, and the day following, and on the fame 
¢ days of every fecond year thereafter, members 
‘ of the general aflembly fhall be chofen, to mect 


¢ on the firft Monday in December then next, and 


¢ continue for two years from the faid laft Monday 
‘in Oftober. The general affembly to confilt of 
¢the fame number of members as this congrefs 
¢ doés, each parifh and diftric& having the fame 
‘yeprefentation as at prefent. And the election 
¢ of the faid members fhall be condusted, as‘near 
¢ as may be, agreeably to the direGtions of the 
¢ election-adt. The qualification of electors fhall 


6 be the fame as required by law. 
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* XVI. Tuar the vice-prefident of the colony, 
‘and the privy-council, for the time being, fhall 
‘ exercife the powers of a court of chancery. And 
‘there fhall be an ordinary, who fhall exercife 
“the powers heretofore exercifed by that officer 
‘in this colony. : 


‘ XIX. Tuar juftices of the peace fhall be no- 
* minated by the general aflembly, and commifi- 
‘ oned by the prefident during pleafure. 


_ © XX. Tuar all other judicial officers fhall be 
* chofen, by ballot, jointly by the general affem- . 
* bly and legiflative-council. 


‘XXL. Tuar the theriffs, qualified as by law 
* directed, fhall be chofen in like manner by the 
‘ general aflembly and legiflative-council, andcom- ; 
‘ miffioned by the prefident for two years only. 


‘XX. Tur commiffioners of the treafury, 
* the fecretary of the colony, the regifter of mefne 
* conveyances, attorney-general, and powder-re- 
‘ ceiver, fhall be chofen by the general affembly 
‘and legiilative-council jointly, by ballot, and 
‘ commifioned by the prefident during good be- 
‘ haviour; but fhall be removed on the addrefs of 
‘the general affembly and legiflative-council. 


¢XXI. Tuar all field-officers in the army, 
* and all captains in the navy, fhall be, by the ge- 
‘neral aflembly and legiflative-council, chofen 
* jointly 
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¢ jointly, by ballot, and commiffioned by the pre- 
é {dent ; and that all other officers inthe army - 
é¢ and navy fhall be commiflioned by the prefident 
¢ and commander in chief. 


¢XXVI. Tuart the prefident fhall have no 
¢ power to make war or peace, or enter into any 
é final treaty, without the confent of the general 
¢ aflembly and the legiflative-council. 


¢‘XXVUL Tuar the refolutions of the conti- 
é nental Congrefs, now in force in this colony; 
¢ {hall fo continue until altered or revoked by 
‘ them. | 


N 


_ © XXIX, Tuar the refolutions of this or any 
é former congrefé of this colony, and all laws now | 
< of force here, and not hereby altered, fhall fo 
4 continue until altered or repealed by the legifla- 
‘ture of this colony, unlefs where they are tem- 
¢ porary, in which cafe they fhall expire at the 
é times refpectively limited for their duration. 


¢ XXX. Tat the executive authoritybe vefted 
‘inthe prefident, limited and reftrained as afore- 
¢ faid.” 


In confequence of this temporary conftitution 
the following appointments took place. 


The honourable 
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chatles Pinckney, 7 
Henry Middleton, | | 
Richard Richardfon, 


Pe termes mae 


Rawlins Lowndes, 

Le-Roy Hammond, 18s 
David Olyphant, Members of 
Thomas Fergufon, p the legiflative: 


Stephen Bull, oo Leouncih: 
George-Gabriel Powell, 
Thomas Bee 

Jofeph. Kerfhaw, 

Thomas Shubrick, mM 
‘William Moultrie, ibe Se yepecaeraaell 
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Hrs excellency John Rutledge, efq. prefident. 


His honour Henry Laurens; efg. vice-prefi- 


dent. 
Hon. William-Henry Drayton, efq. chief-juftice. 
Hon. Thomas Bee, John Mathews and Heniy 

Pendleton, efqrs. affiftant judges. 
Alexander Moultrie, efq. attorney-general, 
John Huger, efq. fecretary. | 
William Burrows, efq. ordinary. ; 
Hugh Rutledge, elq. judge of the admiralty. 
George Sheed, efq. regifter of mefne con- 

veyances. 


( James Parfons, — 

| William-Henry Drayton, 
+ John Edwards, 

i Charles Pinckney, 

| Thomas Fergufon, 

K Rawlins Lowndes, J 
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Members of 
ba the privy- 
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‘fue honourable John Rutledge, efq. being 
prefent as a member of the provincial congrefs 
when he was elected prefident and commander in 
chief of the colony, addrefled himfelf to his former 
colleagues in words to the following effec : 


‘ GENTLEMEN, , 
¢ THE very great, unfolicited and unexpected 
honour, which you have been pleafed to confer 
‘on me, has overwhelmed me with gratitude 
‘and concern.—-Permit me to return you my 
¢ moft fincere thanks, for fo diftinguifhing and 
¢unmerited a mark of your confidence and 
© efteem. Ihave the deepeft fenfe of this honour 
—The. being called,..by the free fufirages of a 
‘ brave and generous. people, to prefide over their 
¢ welfare, is, in my opinion, the higheft any man 
“can receive ; But, dreading the weighty and ar- 
©duous duties of this ftation, I really with that 
¢ your choice had fallen upon one, better qualified 
‘ to difcharge them; for though in zeal and in- 
‘tegrity I will yield to no man, in abilities to 
« ferve you I know my inferiority to many: Since 
¢ however, this, gentlemen, is your pleafure, al- 
¢ though I forefee that by fubmitting to it I fhall 
‘be ranked by our enemies amongft ambitious 
‘and defigning men, by whom, they fay, the 
‘ people have been deceived and mifled; yet, as 
‘7 have always thought every man’s beft fer- 
¢ vices due to his country, no fear of flander, or 
¢ of difficulty or danger, {hall deter me from yields 
‘ing mine—-In fo perilous a feafon as the prefent, 
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‘I will not withhold them; but, in her caufe, 
“every moment of my time fhall be employed: 
‘ Happy, indeed, fhall I be, if thofe fervices anfwer 
* your expectations, or my own wifhes—-On the 
*candour of my worthy countrymen I rely to 
* put the moft. favourable conftruction, as they 
‘hitherto have done, upon my ations—I affure 
* myfelf of receiving, in the faithful difcharge of 
“my duty, the fupport and afliftance of every 
* good man in the colony ; and my moft fervent 
“prayer, to the omnipotent ruler of the univerfe, 
‘is, that, under his gracious providence, the li- 
* berties of America may be for-ever preferved.’ 


IMMEDIATELY after his eletion, the prefident, 
in the prefence of both houfes, took the following 
oath: * 1, John Rutledge, do folemnly promife and 
‘ fwear, upon the Holy Evangeliits of Almighty 
‘Gop, that I will prefide over the people of this 
* colony, according to the conftitution or form of 
‘ government agreed to and refolved upon by the 
‘ reprefentatives of South-Carolina, on the 26th 
“of March, 1776; that I will caufe law and juttice, 
‘in mercy, to be executed, and to the utmoft of 
“my power maintain and defend the laws of 
‘ Gop, the proteftant religion, and the liberties 
© ef America.’ 


In a few days after the legiflative-council and 
general aflembly addreffed their prefident in the 
following words > 
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« We, the legiflative-council and general af- 
éfembly of South-Carolina, convened under the 
< authority of the equitable conftitution of go- 
‘ yernment eftablifhed by a free people in Con- 
< grefs, on the 26th ult. beg leave, moft refpect- 
$ fully;:to addrefs your excellency. 


‘Noruine is better known to your excellen- 
é¢ cy, than . the unavoidable neceflity which in- 
‘ duced us ag members of Congrefs on the part 
‘ of the people to reflume the powers of govern- 
¢ ment, and to eftablifh fome mode for regulating 
¢ the internal polity of this colony ; and, as mem- 
¢ bers of the legiflative-council and general aflem- 
‘ bly, to veft you, for a time limited, with the exe- 
< cutive authority. Such conftitutional proceed- 
£ ings on our part, we make no doubt, will be mifs 
‘ conftrued into ats of the greateft criminality by 
¢ that defpotifm, which, loft to all fenfe of juttice 
¢and humanity, has already pretended that we 
are in aétual rebellion. But, fir, when we re- 
é fle upon the unprovoked, cruel and accumu- 


* lated oppreffions under which America in gene= , 


‘ral, and this country in particular, has long con- 
¢ tinued ; oppreflions which, gradually increafing 
< in injuftice and violence, are now by the inexo- 
‘rable tyranny perpetrated againft the United 
* Colonies, under the various forms of robbery, 
* conflagration, maffacre, breach of publick faith, 
« and open war-—Conf{cious of our naturaland una- 
‘lienable rights, and determined to make every 
% effort in our power to retain them, we fee 

‘ * your 
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“your excellency’s elevation, from the midit of 
“us, to govern this country, as the natural con- 


* fequence of fuch outrages, 


‘ By the fuffrages of a free people you, Sir, 


“have been chofen to hold the reins of govern- 
“ ment—an event as honourable to yourfelf, as 
* beneficial to the publick. We firmly truft 


* you will make the conttitution the great rule of 
“your condué; and, in the moft folemn man- 
“ner, we do aflure your excellency, that, in the 
* difcharge of your duties under that conftitution 
* which looks forward to an accommodation with 
* Great-Britain, (an event which, though traduced 
“and treated as rebels, we {till earneftly defire) 
© we will fupport you with our lives and fortunes.’ 


By the prefident’s oath, and this addrefs, the 


- much talked of focial compact was realized. A 


variety of new obligations were created. The 
chief magiftrate and the people had each their 
refpective ftations affigned them. 


From this time forward the publick bufinefs 
was conducted agreeably to the fixed rules of the 
temporary conftitution. Inftead of refolutions of 
the congreffes and committees, bills were brought 
in and debated both in the aflembly and legifla- 
tive-council, deliberating apart and uninfluenced 
by each other. On their being agreed to by both 
houfes, they were prefented to the prefident for 
his aflent. When duly enaéted by the three 

O branches 
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branches of legiflature, they were carried into 
execution by the prefident and privy-council. An 
aa of aflembly was paffed in this feffion, for ‘ pre- 
‘ venting fedition, and punifhing infurgents and 
¢ difturbers of the publick peace.’ 


By this law treafon and rebellion aflumed a new 
form, and the penalties of thefe crimes were le- 
gally denounced againft the aiders and abetters 


of Britifh government. 


Arrer pafling a few neceflary laws, the repre- 
{entatives of the people clofed their {effion on the 
rith of April, 1776. On this occafion his ex- 
cellency prefident Rutledge addreffed both houfes 


in the following words : 


¢ Honourable gentlemen of the legiflative-coun- 
¢ cil, Mr. Speaker, and gentlemen of the general 


¢ affembly, 


‘Ir has afforded me much fatisfaction to ob- 
‘ ferve, that, though the feafon of the year rendered 
‘your fitting very inconvenient, your private 
‘concerns, which muft have fuffered ereatly by 
¢ your long and clofe application in the late con- 
< grefs to the affairs of this colony, requiring your 
¢ prefence in the country; yet, continuing to 
‘ prefer the publick weal to eale and retirement, 
¢ you have been bufily engaged in framing fuch 
< Jaws as our peculiar circumftances rendered ab- 


< folutely neceflary to be pafled, before your ad- 
¢ journment.— 


Shes ie 
¢ journment.—Having given my affent to them, I 
‘ prefume you are now defirous of a recefs. 


‘On my part, a moft folemn oath has been 
‘taken, for the faithful difcharge of my duty— 
‘On yours, a folemn aflurance has been given, 
‘to fupport me therein.—Thus, a publick com- 
€ pact between us ftands recorded —You may reft 
‘ affured, that I fhall keep this oath ever in. mind 
‘ —the conftitution fhall be the invariable rule of 
‘my conduct—my ears fhall be always open to 
‘the complaints of the injured—Juftice, in mer- 
‘cy, thall neither be denied or delayed—Our 
‘ laws and religion, and the liberties of America, 

¢ fhall be maintained and defended to the utmoft 
© of my power.—I repofe the moft perfect confi- 
* dence in your engagement. 


‘ AND now, gentlemen, let me intreat that you 
‘will, in your feveral parifhes and diftris, ufe 
‘ your influence and authority to keep peace and 
‘good order, and procure ftri@ obfervance of, 
‘and ready obedience to, the law.—If any per- 
_€ fons therein are ftill ftrangers to the nature and 
‘ merits of the difpute between Great-Britain and 
‘ the colonies, you will explain it to them fully, 
‘and teach them, if they are fo unfortunate as 
“not to know, their inherent rights.—Prove to 
‘them, that the privileges of being tried by a 
« jury of the vicinage, acquainted with the parties 
Sand witnefles ; of being taxed only with their 
“own confent, given by their reprefentatives, 
* freely 
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freely chofen by, and fharing the burden equal- 
ly with, themfelves, not for the aggrandizing a 
rapacious minifter, and his dependant favourites, 
and for corrupting the people, and fubverting 
their liberties, but for fuch wife and falutary 
é purpofes, as they themfelves approve; and of 
having their internal polity regulated, only by 
« laws confented to by competent judges of what 
‘ig beft adapted to their fituation and circum- 
‘ ftances, equally bound too by thofe laws—are 
‘ineftimable, and derived from that conftituti- 
¢ on, which is the birth-right of the pooreft man, 
é and the beft inheritance of the moft wealthy.— 
é Relate to them the various unjuft and cruel fta- 
‘tutes which the Britifh parliament, claiming a 
‘ right to make laws for binding the colonies in 
é all cafes whatfoever, have enatted, and the 


, 
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many fanguinary meafures which have been, 


< and are daily purfued and threatened, to wrelt 
¢ from them thofe invaluable benefits, and to en- 
< force fuch an unlimited and deftructive claim. 
‘To the moft illiterate it muft appear, that no 
‘ power on earth can, of right, deprive them of 
‘ the hardly-earned fruits of their honeft induftry, 
¢ toil and labour—even to them the impious at- 
‘tempt to prevent many thoufands from ufing 
< the means of fubfiftence, provided for man by 
¢ the bounty of his Creator, and to compel them, 
¢ by famine, to furrender their rights, will feem 
© to call for Divine vengeance.—The endeavours, 
‘ by deceit and bribery, to engage barbarous na- 
‘ tions to imbrue their hands in the innocent blood 
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‘of helplefs women and children, and the at. 
‘tempts, by fair but falfe promifes, to make igno- 
‘rant domefticks fubfervient to the moft wicked 
¢ purpofes, are acts at which humanity muft re- 
¢ volt. 

‘ SHEw your conttituents, then, the indifpen- 
* fable neceffity which there was for eftablifhing 
‘ fome mode of government in this colony ; the 
* benefits of that, which a full and free reprefen- 
* tation has eftablifhed; and that the confent of 
* the people is the origin, and their happinefs the 
end of government.—Remove the apprehenfions 
* with which honeft and well-meaning, but weak 
‘and credulous minds, may be alarmed; and 
prevent ill impreffions by artful and defigning 
* enemies.—Let it be known, that this conttitu- 
‘tion is but temporary—till an accommodation 
‘of the unhappy differences between Great-Bri- 
‘tain and America can be obtained ; and that 
«fuch an event is ftill defired, by men who yet 
© remember former friendfhips and intimate con- 
“nections, though, for defending their perfons 


“ and properties, they are ftigmatized and treated 
as rebels. 


¢ 


(4 


‘ Tru, being known, will prevail over artifice 
‘and mifreprefentation—Convidion mutt follow 
‘its difcovery.—In fuch a cafe, no man who is 
‘ worthy of life, liberty or property, will or can 
* refufe to join you in defending them to the latt 
“ extremity——difdaining every fordid view, and 
‘the mean paltry confiderations of private inte- 
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¢ reft, and prefent emolument, when placed in 
¢ competition with the liberties of millions ; and 
‘ feeing that there is no alternative, but abfolute 
¢ unconditional fubmiffion, and the moft abject 
‘flavery, or a defence becoming men born to 
‘freedom, he will'not hefitate about the choice. 
¢ —Although fuperior force may, by the permif- 
¢fion of Heaven, lay wafte our towns, and ra- 
‘ vage our country, it can never eradicate, from 
‘the breafts of freemen, thofe principles which 
‘are ingrafted in their very nature—iuch men 
¢ will do their duty, neither knowing or regard- 
‘ing confequences; but fubmitting them with 
‘humble confidence to the Omnifcient and Om- 
énipotent Arbiter and Director of the fate of 
‘empires, and trufting that his Almighty Arm, 
‘which has been fo fignally ftretched out for 
‘our defence, will deliver them in a righteous 
‘ caule. 


¢ Tue eyes of Europe, nay of the whole world, 
‘ are on America.—The eyes of every other co- 
‘Jony are on this—a colony, whofe reputation 
‘for generofity and magnanimity, is univerfally 
‘acknowledged. I trult, therefore, it will not 
< be diminifhed by our future condua ; that there 
¢ will be no civil difcord here ; and that the only 
‘ {trife amongft brethren will be, who fhall do 
‘ moft to ferve and to fave an oppreffed and in- 
¢ jured country.’ | 


Tue courts of juftice, which had been fhut 
for 
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for twelve months, were, with great folemnity, 
opened on the 23d of April, 1776, under the 
fanction of this temporary conftitution. On that 
occafion the honourable William-Henry Drayton, 
efquire, chief-juflice, under the appointment of 
the provincial Congrefs, gave the following charge 
to the grand-jury : 


‘ GENTLEMEN OF THE GRAND-JURY, 


‘Wuen by evil machinations, tending to no- 
‘thing lefs than abfolute tyranny, trials by jury 
“have been difcontinued ; and juries in difcharge 
‘ of their duty have aflembled, and as foon as met 
‘filently and arbitrarily difmiffed without be- 
‘ing impannelled, whereby, in contempt of Mac- 
* na Charta, juftice has been delayed and denied : 
‘it cannot but afford to every good citizen, the 
‘ moft fincere fatisfaction, once more to fee juries, 
‘ as they now are, legally impannelled, to the end 
‘that the laws may be duly adminiftered.—I do 
‘ moft heartily congratulate you upon fo impor- 
* tant an event. 


‘In this court, where filence has but too long 

‘ prefided, with a dire&t purpofe to loofen the 
‘bands of government, that this country might 
‘ be involved in anarchy and confufion; you are 
‘ now met to regulate your verdicts, under a new 
* conftitution of government, independent of royal 
‘ authority—a conftitution which arofe according 
‘ to the great law of nature and of nations; and 
| ¢ which 
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which was eftablifhed in the late Congrefs on 
the 26th day of March laft—A day that will 
be ever memorable in this country—a month, 
remarkable in our hiftory, for haying given birth 
to the original conftitution of our government in 
the year 1669 ; for being the era of the Ame- 
rican calamities by the ftamp-act in the year 
1765; for being the date of the repeal of that 
act in the following year.—But I proceed to lay 
before you, the principal caufes leading to the 
late revolution of our government—the Jaw 
upon the point—and the benefits refulting from. 
that happy and neceflary eftablifhment.—The 
importance of the tranfaction delerves fuch a 
ftate-——the occafion demands,—and our future 
welfare requires it: to do this may take up fome 
little time; but the fubje& is of the higheft 
moment; and worthy of your particular atten- 
tion: I will therefore confine my difcourfe to 
that great point ; and after charging you to at- 
tend to the due obfervance of the jury-law, and 
the patrol and negro aéts, forbearing to mention 
the other common duties of a grand-jury, I will 
expound to you, THE CONSTITUTION OF YOUR 
COUNTRY. | 


‘Tue houfe of Brunfwick was yet fcarcely 
fettled in the Britifh throne, to which it had been 
called by a free people, when in the year 17109, 
our anceftors in this country, finding that the 
government of the lords proprietors operated 
to their ruin, exercifed the rights tranfmitted 
* to 
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*to them by their forefathers of England; and 
‘ cafting off the proprietary authority, called upon 
‘the houfe of Brunfwick to rule over them—a 
* houfe elevated to royal dominion, for no other 
‘ purpofe than to preferve to a people their una- 
‘lienable rights. The King accepted the invita- 
‘tion; and thereby indifputably admitted the 
‘legality of that revolution. And in fo doing, 
‘ by his own act, he vefted in thofe our forefa- 
* thers, and in us their pofterity, a clear right to 
© effe& another revolution, if ever the govern- 
‘ment of the houfe of Brunfwick fhould operate 
‘to the ruin of the people.—So the excellent 
‘Roman Emperor Trajan, delivered a fword to 
‘ Saburanus his captain of the Pretorian guard, 
“with this admired fentence: ‘ Receive this 
« fword, and ufe it to defend me if I govern well, 
“ but againft me if I behave ill.’’ 


‘ Wit joyful acclamations, our anceftors, by 
¢ act of affembly, paffed on the 18th day of Au- 
* guft 1721, RecoGnizepD the Britifh monarch: 
“ the virtues of the fecond George are {till revered 
‘among us—HE was the father of his people: 
‘and it was with extacy we faw his grandfon 
* George the Third mount the throne poffeffed of 
* the hearts of his fubje@s. 


© But alas! Almoft with the commencement 

“ of his reign, his fubjedts felt caufes to complain 
*ofgovernment. The reign advanced—the eriev- 
* ances became more numerous and intolerable— 
P e the 
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the complaints more general and loud—the 
whole empire refounded with the cries of in- 
jured fubje&s! At length, grievances being un- 
< redreffed and ever encreafing ; all patience being 
é borne down; all hope deftroyed ; all confidence 
¢ in royal government blafted !—Behold ! the em- 
¢ pire is rent from pole to pole !—perhaps to con- 
¢ tinue afunder forever ! 
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‘ Ti catalogue of our oppreflions, continen- 
< tal and local, is enormous. Of fuch oppreflions, 
« [ will mention only fome of the moft weighty. 


© Unper colour of law, the King and parlia- 


¢ ment of Great-Britain have made the moft ar- 


‘ bitrary attempts to enflave America ; 
‘ By claiming a right TO BIND THE COLO- 
¢ nies, ‘6 IN ALL CASES WHATSQEVER;. 
‘ By laying duties at their mere will and plea- 
‘ fure upon all the colonies ; 
¢ By fufpending the legiflature of New-York 5 
‘ By rendering the American charters of no 
¢ validity, having annulled the moft material parts 
‘of the charter of the Maffachufetts-Bay ; 
‘ By divetting multitudes of the colonifts of 
< their property, without legal accufation or trial; 
« By depriving whole colonies of the bounty 
¢ of Providence on their own proper coa{ts ; in 
‘ order to coerce them by famine ; 
¢ By reftricting the trade and commerce of 
¢ America 5 


‘ By fending to, and continuing in, America, 
a 
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©in time of peace, an armed force, without, and 
‘ again{t, the confent of the people ; 

‘ By granting impunity to a foldiery inftigated 
‘to murder the Americans ; 

‘ By declaring, that the people of Maffachu- 
‘ fetts-Bay are liable for offences, or pretended 
‘ offences, done in that colony, to be fent to, and 
‘ tried for the fame in EnGiawnp ; or in any co- 
“LONY WHERE they cannot have the benefit of 
‘a jury of the vicinage ; 

‘ By eftablifhing in Quebec the Roman Catho- 
‘lic religion, and an arbitrary government; in- 
« ftead of the Proteftant religion and a free go- 
* vernment. 


‘Tue proceedings which I have enumerated, 
‘ either immediately or in their evident confe- 
* quences, deeply affected all the colonies: ruin 
‘ftared them in the face, They united their 
‘ counfels, and laid their juft- complaints before the 
‘throne, praying a redrefs of grievances. . But, 
‘to their aftonifhment, their dutiful petition for 


‘ peace and fafety, was anfwered, only by an. 


< actual commencement of war and military de- 
©‘ {trudction ! 


‘In the mean-time, the Britifh troops that had 

‘ been peaceably received by the devoted inhabi- 
‘ tants of Bofton, as the troops of their fovereign 
* bound to protect them ! fortified that town, to 
“imprifon the inhabitants, and to hold that capi- 
‘tal againft the people to whom it belonged! 
‘ And 
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And the Britifh rulers having determined to 
‘ appeal from reafon and juftice, to violence and 
éarms, a felect body of thofe troops, being in 
the night fuddenly and privately marched from 
¢ Bofton—at Lexington, on the rgth day of April 
1775, they, by furprize, drew the {word of ci- 
vil war, and plunged it into the breafts of the 
¢ Americans! Againft this horrid injuftice, the 
¢ Almighty gave inftant judgment: an handful of 
¢ country militia badly armed, fuddenly collected, 


¢ and unconneétedly and irregularly brought up 
to repel the attack, difcomfited the regular 


é bands of the tyranny ; they retreated, and night 
‘ faved them from total flaughter. 


A 
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¢ Tus forced to take up arms in our own de- 
‘fence, America yet again molt dutifully petiti- 
‘ oned the King, that he would “ be pleafed to 
« direct fome mode, by which the united appli- 
¢¢ cations of his faithful colonifts to the throne, 
‘in prefence of their common councils, might 
‘¢ be improved into a happy and permanent re- 
“° conciliation ; and that in the mean time, mea- 
<< fures might’ be taken for preventing the further 
« de{truion of the lives of his Majefty’s fub- 
« jects :’-—but it was in vain !—The petition on 
‘the part of millions, praying that the effufion 
¢of blood might be sTAYED, was not thought 
¢ worthy of an anfwer ! The nefarious war conti- 
‘nued. The ruins of Charlefton, Falmouth and 
‘Norfolk, towns not conftru@ted for offence or 
¢ defence, mark the humane progrels of the royal 
¢ arms : 
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‘arms: fo the ruins of Carthage, Corinth and 
* Numantium, proclaimed to the world that jut. 
‘tice was expelled the Roman fenate !—On the 
‘ other hand, the fortitude with which America 
‘has endured thefe civil and military outrages ; 
“the union of her people, as aftonifhing as un- 
“ precedented, when we confider their various 
“manners and religious tenets; their diftance 
‘ from each other; their various and clafhing lo- 
‘ cal interefts ; their felf-denial; and their mira- 
* culous fuccefs in the profecution of the war: I 
* fay thefe things all demonftrate that the Lord of 
‘ Hofts is on our fide! So it is apparent, that the 
‘ Almighty Conftrutor of the univerfe, having 
‘ formed this continent of materials to compofe 
‘a ftate pre-eminent in the world, is now making 
‘ufe of the tyranny of the Britith rulers, as an 
¢ inftrument to fafhion and arrange thofe materials 


‘ for the end, for which, in his Wifdom, he had 
¢ formed them. 


‘In this enlightened age, humanity muft be 
‘ particularly thocked at a recital of fuch vio- 
* lences ; and it is {carce to be believed, that the 
‘ Britifh tyranny could entertain an idea of pro- 
‘ ceeding againft America, by a train of more 
¢ difhonourable machinations. But, nothing lefs 
‘than*abfolute proof has convinced us, that in 
‘ the carrying on the confpiracy againit the rights 
‘of humanity, the tyranny is capable of attempt- 
‘ing to perpetrate whatever is infamous. 


¢ For 
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‘Vor the little purpofe of difarming the-impri- 
‘ foned inhabitants of Bofton, the King’s general, 
‘ Gage, in the face of day, violated the publick 
faith by himfelf plighted; and in concert with 
‘other governors, and with John Stuart, he 
¢ made every attempt to inftigate the favage na- 
‘tions to war upon the fouthern colonies, indif- 
¢ criminately to maflacre man, woman and child: 
‘the governors in general have demonttrat- 
«ed, that. truth is not in them; they have en- 
‘ yeigled negroes from, and have armed them 
‘ againft their mafters ; they have armed brother 
‘ againit brother—fon againft father !—_Oh Al- 
‘mighty Director of the univerfe! What confi- 
‘dence can be put in a government ruling by 
‘fuch engines, and upon fach principles of un- 
¢ natural deftru@iion!|-A government, that on 
‘the 21ft day of December laft, made a law, ex 
« polt fa@o, to jullify what had been done, not 
‘ only without law, but in its nature unjult !—a 
‘Jaw to make prize of all veffels trading in, to, 
“or from the United Colonies-—a law to make 
‘ flaves of the crews of fuch veflels, and to com- 
‘ pel them to bear arms againft their conicience, 
‘their fathers, their bleeding country |The 
‘world, fo old as it is, heretofore had never 
‘heard of fo atrocious a procedure: it has no 
¢ parallel in the regifters of tyranny.—But to 
¢ proceed, 


n 


‘Tue King’s judges in this country refufed to 
¢adminifter juftice ; and the late governor lord 
¢ Wilham 
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William Campbell, acting as the King’s repre- 
fentative for him and on his behalf, having en- 
deavoured to fubvert the Conttitution of this 
country, by breaking the original contraé be- 
tween King and people, attacking the people by 
force of arms; having violated the fundamental 
laws ; having carried off the great feal, and hav- 
ing withdrawn himfelf out of this colony, he 
abdicated the government. 


‘ Oppressep by fuch a variety of enormous 
injuries, continental and local, civil and milita- 
tary; and by divers other arbitrary and illegal 
courfes ; all done and perpetrated by the affent, 
command or fufferance, of the King of Great- 
Britain; the reprefentatives of South-Carolina 
in Congrefs aflembled, found themfelves under 
an unavoidable neceflity of eftablifhing a form 
of government, with powers legiflative, execu- 
tive and judicial, for the good of the people; 
the origin and great end of all juft government. ° 
For this only end, the houfe of Brunfwick 
was called to rule over us.—QOh! agonizing 
reflection! that houfe ruled us with {words, 
fire and bayonets! The Britith government ope- 
rated only to our deftrnéion. Nature cried 
aloud, felf-prefervation is the great law—we 
have but obeyed. 


‘Te Tturn my thoughts to recollect in hiftory, 
a change of government upon more cogent rea- 


fons; I fay, I know of no change upon princi- 
a6 
ples 


(12 } 


é ples fo provoking—compelling—juftifiable. And 
‘ in thefe refpe€ts, even the famous revolution in 
‘ England in the year 1688, is much inferior.— 
¢ However, we need no better authority than 
< that illuftrious precedent ; and I will therefore 
¢ compare the caufes of, and the law upon the 


‘two events. 


¢ Ow the feventh of February 1688, the lords 
‘ and commons of England, in convention, com- 


‘ pleted the following refolution : 


“¢ Resotvep, that King James the Second 
¢s having endeavoured to fubvert the conftitution 
« of the kingdom, by breaking the original con- 
«¢ tra between King and people: and, by the 
& advice of Jefuits and other wicked perfons, 
‘shaving violated the fundamental laws; and 
“ having withdrawn himfelf out of this king- 
«© dom; has abdicated the government, and that 
és the throne is thereby vacant.” 


‘ Tuat famous refolution deprived James of 
‘ his crown ; and became the foundation on which 
é the throne of the prefent King of Great-Britain 
‘is built—it alfo fupports the edifice of govern- 
é ment which we have erected. 


‘In that refolve, there are but three facts ftat- 
‘ed to have been done by James: I will point 
¢ them out, and examine, whether thofe facts will 


‘ apply to the prefent King of Great-Britain, with 
‘ regard 
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‘ regard to the operations of government, by him 
‘or his reprefentative, immediately or by confe- 
* quence affecting this colony. 


‘THE firft faG is, the having endeavoured to 
‘fubvert the conftitution of the kingdom, by 
‘ breaking the original contradt. 


¢ Tue violation of the fundamental laws is the 
‘ fecond fat; and in fupport of thefe two charges, 
‘ the lords fpiritual and temporal and commons, 
‘aflembled at Weftminfter on the 12th day of 
‘February 1688, declared that James was guil- 
“ty; 

“* By afluming and exercifing a power of dif. 


** penfing with, and fufpending of laws, and the 


** execution of Jaws, without confent of parlia- 
eee anit; 

‘¢ By committing and profecuting divers wor- 
“thy prelates, for humbly petitioning to be ex- 
“‘cufed from concurring to the faid affumed 
** power ; 

** By iffuing and caufing to be executed a com- 

‘‘ miffion, under the great feal, for ereting a 
“* court, called The Court of Commiffioners for 
Ecclefiaftical Caufes ; 
“* By levying money for and to the ufe of the 
crown, by pretence of prerogative, for other 
“time, and in other manner, than the fame was 
“© oranted by parliament ; 

*¢ By raifing and keeping a flanding army with- 
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« in this kingdom in time of peace, without con- 
<¢fent of parliament; and quartering foldiers 
‘¢¢ contrary to law ; 

« By caufing feveral good fubjects, being Pro- 
‘*teftants, to be difarmed, at the fame time 
«© when Papifts were both armed and employed 
“¢ contrary to law ; 

«¢ By violating the freedom of election of mem- 
<< bers to ferve in parliament 5 

<¢ By profecutions in the court of King’s bench, | 
ce for matters and caufes cognizable only im par- 
<¢liament;. and by divers other arbitrary and 
¢¢ illeeal courfes.”” 


¢ Turis declaration, thus containing two points 
¢ of criminality—breach of the original contract, 
‘ and violation of fundamental laws—I am to dif- 


é tinguifh one from the other. 


‘Iw the firft place then, it is laid down in the 
¢ bet law-authorities, that proteGion and fubjec- 
¢tion are reciprocal; and that thefe reciprocal 
‘ duties form the original contra& between King 
‘and people. It therefore follows, that the ori- 
¢ ginal contract was broken by James’s conduct 
¢ as above ftated, which amounted to a not af- 
‘ fording due protection to his people. And it is 
< as clear that he violated the fundamental laws, 
‘by the fufpending of laws, and the execution 
¢ of laws; by levymg money ; by violating the 
¢ freedom of election of members to ferve In par- 
é liament ; by keeping a ftanding army in time of 

§ peace 5 
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* peace; and by quartering foldiers contrary to 
‘law, and without confent of parliament; which 
‘is as much as to fay, that he did thofe things 
* without confent of the legiflative aflembly, chofen 
‘by the personaL ELEcTION of that people, 
* over whom fuch doings were exercifed. 


‘THESE points, reafonings and conclufions, 
‘ being fettled in, deduced from, and eftablithed 
‘upon parliamentary proceedings, and the beit 
‘ Jaw-authorities, mult ever remain unfhaken. 
‘I am now to undertake the difagreeable tafk of 
‘examining, whether they will apply to the vio- 
* lences which have lighted up, and now feed the 
‘ flames of civil war in America. 


‘ James the Second fufpended the operation 
* of laws—George the Third caufed the charter 
‘of the Maflachufetts-Bay to be in effeét annihi- 
“lated; he fufpended: the operation of the law 
‘ which formed a legiflature in New-York, veft- 
‘ing it with adequate powers; and thereby he 
‘* caufed the very ability of making laws in that 
‘ colony to be fufpended. 


‘Kine James levied money without the con- 
* fent of the reprefentatives of the people called 
“ upon to pay it—King George has levied money 
‘upon America, not only without, but exprefsly 
“ againit the confent of the reprefentatives of the 
* people in America. 
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‘Kine James violated the freedom of elec- 
¢ tion of members to’ ferve in parliament—King 
‘George, by his -reprefentative lord Willam 
« Campbell acting for him and on his behalf, 
‘ broke through a fundamental law of this country, 
é for the certain holding of general aflemblies ; and 
‘thereby, as far as in him lay, not only violat- 
¢ed, but annihilated the very ability of holding 
¢a general aflembly. . . 


‘Kina James, in time of peace, kept a ftand- 
‘ing army in England, without confent of the 
¢ reprefentatives of the people among whom that 
‘army was kept—King George hath, in time of 
¢ peace, invaded this continent with a large ftand- 
¢ ing army without the confent, and he hath kept 
¢ it within this continent, expreisly again{t the 
<confent of the reprefentatives of the people, 
‘among whom the army is potted. 


¢ Ary which doings by King George the Third, 
® refpecting America, are as much contrary to 
< our interefts and welfare ; as much againit law, 
¢ and tend as much, at leaft, to fubvert and ex- 
¢ tirpate the liberties of this colony, and of Ame- 
‘rica; as the fimilar proceedings by James the 
‘ Second operated refpecting the people of Eng- 
éJand. For the fame principle of law touching 
‘the premifes, equally applies to the people of 
¢ England in the one cafe, and to the people of 
¢ America in the other. And'this is the great 


é principle. Certain acts done, over and affect- 
‘ ing 
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‘ing a people, againft and without THEIR con- 
‘ sENT exprefled by THEMSELVES, or by REPRE- 
‘ SENTATIVES of their OWN ELECTION.—Upon 
* this only principle was grounded the complaints 
‘of the people of England—upon the fame is 
* grounded the complaints of the people of Ame- 
‘rica, And hence it clearly follows, that if James 
‘the Second violated the fundamental laws of 
‘England, George the Third hath alfo violated 

‘ the fundamental laws of America. 

‘ AGAIN: 

‘Kine James broke the original contraé, by 
* not affording due protection to his fubjects, al- 
“though he was not charged with having feized 
‘their towns, and with having held them again{t 
‘ the people—or with having laid them in ruins 
‘ by his arms—or with having feized their veffels 
*—or with having purfued the people with fire 
‘ and f{word-— or with having declared them rebels, 
“for refifting his arms levelled to deftroy their 
* lives, liberties and properties—But George the 
“Third hath done all thofe things againft Ame- 
‘rica; and it is therefore undeniable, that he 
‘hath not afforded due proteétion’ to the people. 
* Wherefore, if James the Second broke the ori- 
* ginal contraét, it is undeniable that George the 
‘ Third has alfo broken the original contraét be- 
‘ tween King and people ; and that he made ufe 
‘of the moft violent meafures by which it could 
‘be done—Violences, of which James was 
* GUILTLESs—Mealures, carrying conflagration, 
E Ovi. maflacre 
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¢ maffacre and open war amidft a people, whofe 
« fubjection to the King of Great-Britain, the 


¢ law holds to be due, only as a return for pro-’ 


‘teétion. And fo tenacious and clear is the law 
‘upon this very principle, that it is laid down, 
¢ fubjection is not cue even to a King de jure or 
‘of right, untefs he be alfo King de faéto or in 
‘ pofleffion of the executive powers difpenfing 
¢ protection. 


¢ Again: The third fa& charged againft James, 
‘is, that he withdrew himfelf out of the kingdom: 
‘ And we know that the people of this country 
¢ have declared, that lord William Campbell, the 
‘King of Great-Britain’s reprefentative, ‘* hav- 
«‘ing ufed his utmoft efforts to deftroy the lives, 
¢¢ liberties and properties of the good people here; 
«¢ whom by the duty of his ftation he was bound 
“to protect, withdrew himfelf out of the colo- 
¢¢ ny.”’——Hence it will appear, that George the 
¢ Third hath withdrawn himfelf out of this colo- 
‘ny, provided it be eftablifhed, that exattly the 
‘fame natural confequence refulted from the 
‘withdrawing in each cafe refpectively : King 
‘James perfonally out of England, and King 
‘ George out of Carolina, by the agency of his 
< fubftitute and reprefentative lord William Camp- 
‘ bell.—-By King James’s withdrawing, the exe- 
‘ cutive magiftrate was gone, thereby, in the eye 
‘of the law, the executive magiftrate was dead, 
‘and of confequence royal government actually 
® ceafed in England—So by King George's repre- 
é fentative’s 
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* fentative’s withdrawing, the executive magiftrate 
* was gone, the death in law became apparent, 
“and of confequence royal government actually 
* ceafed in this colony. Lord William withdrew 
‘as the King’s reprefentative, carrying off the 
* great feal and royal inftruétions to governors, 
“and aéting for and on the part of his principal, 
* by every conftruGtion of law, that condué be- 
“came the conduct of his principal; and thus, 
‘ James the Second withdrew out of England ; 
‘and George the Third withdrew out of South- 
‘ Carolina; and by fuch a conduét refpectively, 
‘ the people in each country were exactly in the 
“fame degree injured. 


© Tue three facts againft King James being 
* thus ftated and compared with fimilar proceed- 
‘ings by King George, we are now to afcertain 
* the refult of the injuries doneeby the firft, and 
‘the law upon that point; which, being afcer- 
“tained, muft naturally conftitute the judement 
“in law, upon the refult of the fimilar injuries 
‘done by the laft: and I am happy that I can 


* give you the beft authority upon this important 
‘ point, | 


‘ TreaTInG upon this great precedent in con- 
‘ ftitutional law, the learned judge Blackftone 
* declares, that the refult of the fads « amounted 
**to an abdication of the government, which 
** abdication did not affect only the perfon of 
**the King himfelf, but alfo all hig heirs; and 


“* rendered 
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« rendered the throne abfolutely and completely 
« yacant2’? Thus it clearly appears, that the go- 
‘ vernment was not abdicated, and the throne 
‘ vacated, by the refolution of the lords and com- 
‘mons; but, that the refolution was only decla- 


‘ratory of the law of nature and reafon, upon 
the refult of the injuries proceeding from the 
three combined faéts of mal-adminiftration.— 
And thus, as I have on the foot of the beft au- 
thorities made it evident, that George the Third, 
King of Great-Britain, has endeavoured to fub- 
vert the conftitution of this country, by break- 
ing the original contract between King and 

‘people; by the advice of wicked perfons has 

‘ violated the fundamental laws ; and has with- 

¢ drawn himfelf by withdrawing the conftitutional 

‘ benefits of the kingly office, and his protection 

‘out of this country : from fuch a reiult of in- 

¢ juries, from fuch a conjuncture of circum- 

¢ ftances—the law of the land authorizes me to 

« declare, and it is my duty boldly to declare the 

‘law, that George the Third, King of Great- 

¢ Britain, has abdicated the government, and that 

¢ the throne is thereby vacant ; that is, HE HAS 

‘Wo AUTHORITY OVER US, and WE OWE NO 

¢ OBEDIENCE TO HIM. The Britifh minitters 

¢ already have prefented a charge of mine to the 

¢ notice of the lords and commons in parliament 5 

<and I am nothing loath that they take equal 

¢ refentment againft this charge. For, fupported 

‘by the fundamental laws of the conflitution, 

‘and engaged as 1 am in the caufe of virtue-— 
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‘I fear no confequences from their machinations. 


‘Tuus, having ftated the principal caufes of 
* our laft revolution, it is as clear as the fun in the 
‘meridian, that George the Third has injured 
“the Americans, at leaft as grievouily as James 
* the Second injured the people of England ; but 
‘ that James did not opprefs thefe in fo criminal 
“a manner as George has opprefled the Ameri- 
‘cans. Having alfo {tated the law on the cafe, I 
“am naturally led to point out to you, fome of 
* the great benefits refulting from that revolution. 


‘tx one word, then, you have a form of go- 
* vernment in every refpeét preferable to the mode 
“under the Britifh authority ; and this will mott 
* clearly appear by contrafting the two forms of 
“ government. 


‘ Unper the Britifh authority governors were 

* fent over to us, who were utterly unacquainted 
‘ with our local interefts, the genius of the peo- 
* ple, and our laws; generally they were but too 
* much difpofed to obey the mandates of an arbi- 
“trary minifter; and if the governor behaved ill, 
“we could not by any peaceable means procure 
* redrefs.—But, under our prefent happy contti- 
“tution, our executive magiftrate arifes according 
“to the fpirit and letter of Holy Writ—*« their 
** governors fhall proceed from the mid of 
them.” ‘Thus, the people have an opportunity 
‘of choofing a man intimately acquainted with 
“them 
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¢ their true interelts, their genius, and their laws 5 
«a man perfeétly difpofed to defend them againft 
‘ arbitrary minifters ; and to promote the happi- 
< nefs of that people from among whom he was 
¢ elevated; and by whom, without the leaft diffi- 
«culty, he may be removed and blended in the 
¢ common mais. 


¢ Acain: Under the Britifh authority it was 
‘in effe@ declared, that we had no property 3 
‘nay, that we could not poflefs any 5 and that 
« we had not any of the rights of humanity. For 
¢ men who knew us not, men who gained in pro- 
‘ portion as we loft, arrogated to themfelves a 
‘right ro BIND us IN ALL CASES WHATSOE- 
¢ yex!—But our conftitution is calculated to 
‘FREE us from foreign bondage ; to fecure to 
¢ us our property; to maintain to us the rights 
¢ of humanity ; and to defend us and our pofteri- 
‘ty, againit Britith authority, aiming to reduce 
¢ us to the moft abjeét flavery + 


¢ Acain: The Britifh authority declared, that 

¢ we fhould not erect fitting-mills—and, to this 
¢ unjuft law, we implicitly and refpeétfully fub- 
¢ mitted fo long, as with fafety to our lives we 
< could yield obedience to fuch authority—but a 
¢ refolution of Congrefs now grants 4 premium 
‘to encourage the conftruction of fuch mills. 
¢ The Britifh authority difcouraged our attempt- 
¢ ing to manufacture for our own confumption— 
‘but the new conftitution, by authorizing the 
‘ difburfement 
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‘difburfement of large fums of money by way 
‘of loan, or premium, encourages the making 
‘of iron, bar-fteel, nail-rods, gun-locks, gun- 
‘ barrels, fulphur, nitre, gun-powder, lead, wool- 
‘lens, cottons, linens, paper and falt. 


‘ Upon the whole, it has been the policy of the 
‘ Britifh authority, to oblige us to fupply our 
‘ wants at their market, which is the deareft in 
‘the known world; and to cramp and confine 
‘ our trade fo as to be fubfervient to their com- 
‘merce, our real intereft being ever out of the 
‘ queftion.—On the other hand the new confti- 
“tution is wifely adapted to enable us to trade 
‘ with foreign nations, and thereby to fupply our 
* wants at the cheapeit markets in the univerfe ; 
‘to extend our trade infinitely beyond what it 
‘has ever been known; to encourage manufac- 
‘turers among us; and it is peculiarly formed 
‘to promote the happinefs of the people, from 
‘among whom, by virtue and merit, THE Poor- 
‘ EST MAN may arrive at THE HIGHEST DIGNI- 
‘ry.—Oh Carolinians! happy would you be 
* under this new conftitution, if you knew your 
‘ happy ftate. 


‘ Possessep of a conftitution of government, 

* founded upon fo generous, equal and natural a 
‘ principle,—a government exprefsly calculated 
‘to make the people rich, powerful, virtuous and 
‘happy, who can wifh to change it, to return 
‘under a royal government; the vital principles 
‘ of 
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‘ of which, are the reverfe im every particular! It- 
¢ was my duty to lay this happy conftirution be- 

‘fore you, in its genuine light-—it is your duty 

to underftand—to inftrua others—and to de- 

¢ fend it. 


‘I might here, with propriety, quit this truly 
¢ important fubject, but my anxiety for the pub- 
‘ lick weal, compels me yet to detain your atten- 
‘tion, while | make an obfervation or two, Upon 
é one particular part of the conflitution. 


¢Wuewn allthe various attempts to enflave 
‘ America, by fraud under guife of law; by mi- 
¢ litary threats ; by famine; mafiacre ; breach of 
¢ publick faith, and open war: I fay, when thefe 
¢ things are confidered on the one hand—and on 
‘the other, the conftitution, exprefling that fome 
‘mode of government fhould be eftablifhed, 
<¢ until an accommodation of the unhappy dilfe- 
<< rences between Great-Britain and America can 
‘ be obtained—an event which, though traduced 
<¢ and treated as rebels, we full ardently defire :” 
‘ | fay; when thefe two points are contrafted, can 
¢ we avoid revering the magnanimity of that great 
‘ council of the ftate, who; after fuch injuries, 
¢ could entertain fuch a principle '—But the vir- 
‘¢tuous are ever generous: we do not wilh re- 
‘ venge > we earneftly with an accommodation of | 
‘our unhappy difputes with Great-Britain 5 for 
‘we prefer peace to war.—-Nay, there may be 


é evenfuch an accommodation, as, excluding every 
¢ idea 
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‘idea of revenue by taxation or duty, or of legif- 
‘lation, by act of parliament, may veft the King 
‘ of Great-Britain with fuch a limited dominion 
“ over us, as may tend, bona fide, to promote our 
© true commercial interefts, and to fecure our free- 
‘dom and fafety—the only juft ends of any do- 
*minion. But, while I declare thus much on the 
‘ one fide, on the other it is my duty alfo to de- 
‘ clare, that in my opinion our true commercial 
‘ interefts cannot be provided for, but by fuch a 
‘ material alteration of the Britith ads of naviga- 
‘ tion, as, according to the refolve of the honoura- 
‘ble the continental Congrefs, ‘* will fecure the 
** commercial advantages of the whole empire to 
«¢ the mother country, and the commercial benefits 
“¢ of its refpective members.”? And that our li- 
¢ berties and fafety cannot be depended upon, if 
¢ the King of Great-Britain fhould be allowed to 
‘hold our forts and cannon; or to have autho- 
‘rity over a fingle regiment in America; or a 
¢ fingle fhip of war in our ports.—For if he holds 
‘ our forts, he may turn them againft us, as he 
‘did Bofton againft her proprietors: if he ac- 
* quires our cannon, he will effe@ually difarm 
‘the colony: if he has a command of troops 
‘among us, even if we raife and pay them, fhac- 
‘ kles are fixed upon us—witnefs Ireland and her 
‘national army. The moft exprefs aét of par- 
‘liament cannot give us fecurity; for aés of 
* parliament are as eafily repealed as made. Royal 
‘ proclamations are not to be depended upon; 
* witnefs the difappointments of the inhabitants 
3 Lato} 2 


of Quebec and St. Auguftine. Even a change 

é of miniftry will not avail us, becaufe, notwith- 
¢ ftanding the rapid fucceflion of minifters, for 
¢ which the Britifh court has been famous during 
the prefent reign, yet the fame ruinous policy 
¢ ever continued to prevail againft America.—In 
¢ fhort, I think it my duty to declare in the awful 
¢ feat of juftice, and before Almighty God, that, 
¢ in my opinion, the Americans can have no fafety 
‘but by the Divine Favour, their own virtue, 
‘and their being fo prudent as NoT TO LEAVE 
‘TT IN THE POWER OF THE BRITISH RULERS 
* ro INJURE THEM. Indeed the ruinous and 
« deadly injuries received on our fide, and the 
‘ jealoufies entertained, and which, in the nature 
‘of things, muft daily encreafe againft us on the 
¢ other ; demonftrate to a mind, in the leaft given 
‘ to reflection upon the rife and fall of empires, 
: that true reconcilement never can exift between 
Great-Britain and America, the latter being in 
fubjeCtion to the former.—The Almighty cre- 
ated America to be independent of Britain: let 
us beware of the impiety of being backward to 
a as inftruments in the Almighty Hand, now 
extended to accomplith ‘his purpofe; and by 
the completion of which alone, America, in the 
nature of human affairs, can be fecure againft 
the craft and infidious defigns of HER ENE- 
MIES, WHO THINK HER PROSPERITY AND 
powER ALREADY BY FAR TOO GREAT. 
¢In a word, our piety and political fafety are fo 
‘ blended, that to refufe our labours in this divine 
¢ work, 
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© work, is to refufe to be a great, a free, a pious 
* and a happy people ! 


‘ AnD now, having left the important alterna- 
“tive, political happinefs or wretchednefs, under 
* Gop, ina great degree in your own hands; I 
“ pray the Supreme Arbiter of the affairs of men, 
* fo to direc your judgment, as that you may act 
* agreeably to what feems to be his will, revealed 
‘in his miraculous works in behalf of America, 
‘ bleeding at the altar of liberty !? 


THE fentiments contained in this charge, from 
the bench of juftice, were re-echoed from the 
grand-juries in the different diftri€s. ° This firft 
general affembly, agreeably to the conftitution 
they had framed, was diffolved on the a1ft of 
Oétober of the fame year, and a general election 
for members of legiflature was immediately held 
throughout the ftate. Such was the union of the 
people, and fo general their acquiefcence in the 
meafures adopted by their reprefentatives, that 
the former members were almoft univerfally re- 
turned. The new aflembly met on the 6th of 
December 1776, and, in a few days after, re- 
chofe the former prefident and vice-prefident. 
The government had energy, and was cheerfully 
obeyed. So much tranquility reigned in every 
part of South-Carolina, that, after the departure 
of the Britifh fleet and army in July, and the 
termination of the Cherokee expedition in Oc- 

tober 
* See note x111, 
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tober 1776, events which fhall hereafter be more 
particularly explained, the bulk of the people 
were fearcely fenfible of any revolution, or that 
the country was at war. 


Tue policy of the rulers in departing as little 
as poffible from ancient forms and names, made 
the change of fovereignty leds perceptible. The 
inhabitants had long been in the habit of recelv- 
ing laws from a general affembly and council. 
The adminiftration of the government in times 
paft, on the demife of the governor, had been 
ciniformly committed to one of the council, under 
the title of prefident. ‘The people felt themfelves 
fecure in their perfons and properties, and expe- 
rienced all the advantages of law and govern- 
ment. Thefe benefits were communicated under 
old names, though derived from a new fove- 
reignty. Their ancient laws and cuftoms were 
generally retained. ‘The kingly office was drop- 
ped, and the revolution took place without any 
violence or convulfion. 


SouTu-Caroxina was the firft of the United 
Colonies that formed an independent conftitution 3 
but as this was done on temporary principles, the 
declaration of independence by the continental 
Congrefs, which took place on the 4th of July 
1776, made it neceflary to new model that tem- 
porary form of government, fo as to accommo- 
date it to that great event. So unlimited was the 
confidence which the inhabitants repofed in their 

reprefentatives, 
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reprefentatives, that they entrufted the fame body i 
of men with the power of revifing the conttitu- 
tion, as well as that of enacting laws. ‘The elec- 
tions in every part of the ftate were conduéted 
on the idea that the members chofen, over and 
above the ordinary powers of legiflators, fhould 
have the power to frame a new contftitution fuited 
to the declared independence of the ftate. Au- 
thorized in this manner, the legiflature, in January 
4777, began the important bufinefs of framing 
a permanent form of government. The gene- 
rous confidence repofed in the eleGted by the 
eleGtors, met with a fuitable return of fidelity 
on their part. Inftead of increafing their own 
powers as legiflators, they diminithed thofe of 
which they were in poffeflion by the temporary Hon | 
conflitution, and extended the privileges of their oth 
conilituents: nor did they proceed to give a ea 
final fanction to their deliberations on the fubject 

' of the conftitution, till they had fubmitted them i 
for the fpace of a year to the confideration of i iW 
the people at large. From the general approba- 
tion of the inhabitants, the new conftitution re- 
ceived all the authority which could have been 
conferred on the proceedings of a convention 
exprefsly delegated for the exclufive purpofe of 
framing a form of government. The temporary 
contftitution, ratified in March 1776, differs from 
that which was framed in 1777 and 1778 in the 
following particulars. By the laft the appellation 
of the country was: changed from colony to ftate, 
and of the chicf magiltrate from prefident to a! a 
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governor. A rotation was alfo eftablifhed in the 
offices of governor, privy-councillor, fheriff, trea- 
furer, fecretary of the’ ftate, regifter of mefne 
conveyances, attorney-general, furveyor-general, 
powder-receiver, collectors and comptrollers of 
the cuftoms, fo that in the firft three offices no 
one perfon can ferve more than two years out of 
fix, and in all the following ones no more than 
four years out of eight. And the legiflative au- 
thority was reduced from three to two branches. 
Inftead of the legiflative-council, appointed by 
the conftitution of 1776, to be chofen by the 
reprefentatives of the people out of their own 
body, a fenate, confifting of twenty-eight mem- 
bers, each upwards of thirty years of age, to be 
elected by the people in their refpetctive parifhes 
and diftriéts, was, by the conftitution of 1778, 
conftituted a branch of legiflature. The oath 
prefcribed by the temporary conftitution of 1776, 
to be taken by all perfons chofen or appointed 
to any office, or to any place of truft, before en- 
tering on the execution of office, was in the fol- 
lowing words: ‘1 A. B. do fwear that I will, to 
é¢ the utmoft of my power, fupport, maintain and 
¢ defend the conftitution of South-Carolina as 
t eftablifhed by Congrefs on the 26th of March 
¢ 1746, until an accommodation of the differences 
‘ between Great-Britain and, America fhall take 
‘ place, or I fhall be releafed from this oath by 
‘the legiflative authority of the faid colony.’ 
But by the permanent conftitution, eftablifhed 
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after the declaration of independence, it was 
made neceflary for all publick officers, before en- 
tering on the execution of their offices, to take 
an oath in the following words: ‘1 A.B. do ac- 
‘ knowledge the ftate of South-Carolina to be a 
‘ free, independent and fovereign ftate ; and that 
‘the people thereof owe no allegiance or obe- 
‘dience to George the Third, King of Great- 
‘ Britain. And I do renounce, refufe and ab- 
‘jure any allegiance or obedience to him; and 
‘I do fwear (or affirm) that I will, to the utmoft 
‘of my power, fupport, maintain and defend 
‘ the faid ftate againit the faid King George the 
* Third, ‘his heirs and fucceflors, and his or their 
* abettors, afliftants and adherents.’ 


Tue conftitution of 1776 was filent on the 
fubje&t of religious eftablifhment, but that of 
1778 abolifhed every trace of fuperiority which 
had before elevated any one denomination above 
another, and put all fects of Proteftants en the 
footing of moft perfect equality. It held forth 
toleration to all men who believed-in a Deity, 
and ordained a nominal eftablifhment of the Pro- 
teftant religion, but left the clergy of all deno- 
minations without any publick fupport, to be 
maintained by the voluntary contributions of 
their adherents. 


Tue new conftitution having been approved of 
by both the deliberative branches of legiflature, 
and alfo having gained the implied ¢confent of the 
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people, the general aflembly and legiilative-council 
proceeded in March 1778 to give it a final fanc- 
tion in the form of a law. To this end they pre- 
fented it to prefident Rutledge for his aflent. By 
virtue of the negative power delegated to him 
by the temporary conftitution, he refufed to pais 
it. He gave reafons for his refufal in the fol- 
lowing fpeech, addreffed to both houfes : 


‘ Honourable gentlemen of the legiflatrve-council, 
‘ Mr. Speaker, and gentlemen of the general 
‘ aflembly, ! 


¢ Your prefenting a bill which Iam/‘under the | 
< abfolute neceffity of rejecting, gives me infinite 
¢ concern, as I have very great deference for your 
‘opinion. But 1 fhould betray the important 
truft repofed in me, and be utterly unworthy of 
¢ the publick confidence, if any confideration could 
induce me to fubmit my own judgment upon this 
occafion to that of others however refpectable. 
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¢Havine thoroughly revolyed the matter, I 
‘think myfelf bound to refufe affent to this bill; 
¢ and, being refponfible for the faithful difcharge 
of my duty, to declare the reafons for fuch 


refufal. 
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‘ [have taken an oath to prefide over the peo- 
ple of this flate, according to the conftitution 
< or form of government agreed to and refolved 
upon by the reprefentatives of South-Carolina 
‘in 
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‘in March 1776; it is therefore impoflible for 
‘me, without breach of this folemn obligation, 
*to give my fan&ion to the eftablifhment of a 
‘ different mode of government. But if I were 
* not reftrained by an oath, I fhould neverthelefs 
* put a negative on the bill, becaufe it annihilates 
“one branch of the legiflature, and transfers the 
right of electing another branch from the ge- 
neral aflembly to the people; and nothing is 
clearer to me than that we have not lawful 
‘power fo to do. For, on the late diffolution 
‘of government, the people, being at liberty to 
* choofe what form they pleafed, agreed to one 
* vefting an authority for making the laws by 
* which they were to be bound in three branches, 
“and committed it to the care of the feveral 
* branches, not to be violated or infringed, but 
“to be preferved as a facred depofite, as that fe- 
‘curity of their lives, liberties and properties, 
‘ which, after mature deliberation, they deemed 
‘it wifeft to provide. The legiflative authority, 
‘ being fixed and limited, cannot change or de- 
* {troy itfelf without fubverting the contftitution 
‘ from which it is derived. The people by that 
‘ delegated to us a power of making laws, not of 
* creating legiflators ; and there can be no doubt 
‘that if we have authority to take the right of 
* electing a legiflative-council from that body in 
‘which the conftitution placed.it, and give it to 
‘ another, we may not only do the like with the 
‘right of electing members of affembly, and a 
‘ prefident, but veft the eleGtion of both the af- 
“fembly 
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« fembly and council in any other body inftead of 
é the people, and the eleétion of a prefident in 
¢ fome other body than the council and affembly; 
and that if we have power to lop one branch 
of the legiflature, we may cut off either of the 
other branches, and fuffer the legiflative autho- 
rity to be exercifed by the remaining branch 
only, or abolifh the third alfo, and inveft the 
¢ whole authority in fome other perfon or body. 
¢ Nor is it chimerical to fuppofe that fuch infrac- 
- € tions may be attempted by others, fince viola- 
< tions fimilar to thefe have been committed. We 
¢ know that one of the houfes of parliament voted 
¢ the other houfe ufelefs and dangerous, and that 
‘it ought to be abolifhed—That publick bodies, 
é elected and eligible by the people, have wrefted 
‘the right of election from their conflituents, 
¢ filling up vacancies, which the deaths of mem- 
‘bers occafioned, by their own’ choice—That 
“an Engelifh parliament enacted a law empower- 
‘ing the King, for the time being, with advice 
‘of the major part of his council, to fet forth 
© proclamations under fuch pains and penalties as 
¢to him and them fhould feem neceflary, and 
¢ declaring that thofe proclamations fhould be » 
« obferved as though they were made by act of 
¢ parliament—That offenders againft them fhould 
¢ be liable to the forfeitures and imprifonments 
¢ therein exprefled, and adjudged traitors if they 
¢ fhould quit the realm to avoid anfwering their 
¢ offence—That a Britifh triennial parliament 
¢ conftituted itfelf, and fucceeding parliaments 
feptennial 
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* feptennial; and though frequent ele@ions are 
‘evidently for the benefit of the people, they 
‘ have ftrove in vain for upwards of half a-cen-. 
‘tury to abridge the time of their parliaments 
‘ duration. In fhort, we know that freedom is 
* totally extin€&t in many nations whofe gvreateft 
* glory it was for ages, by the people’s having 
“* furrendered every privilege, and become flaves 
“to defpotilm. Experience therefore teaches, 
‘that-it is the indifpenfible duty of every lover 
‘ of his country to adhere inflexibly to its con- 
‘ {titution, not admitting any innovation of it, 
‘though fpecious and plaufible, left the firft 
‘ making way for others, they rufh forward like 
‘ an impetuous torrent, bearing down all before it. 


» €Supposinc however that we had power to 
* form anew conftitution, I apprehend that the 
‘ caufes afligned for it are altogether infufficient. 
‘ The bill recites, ‘‘ that the prefent was tempo- 
*‘ rary only, and fuited to the fituation of publick 
“¢ affairs when it was refolved on, looking for- 
“* ward to an accommodation with Great-Britain, 
‘6 an event then defired. But that the United 
. * Colonies have fince been conftituted indepen- 
** dent flates by the declaration of the honourable 
‘“* continental Congrefs, and it is therefore be- 
‘¢ come abfolutely neceflary to frame a contftitu- 
‘tion fuited to that great. event.” Admitting 
‘ our form of government to be temporary, it is 
‘ to continue until that accommodation fhall take 
‘place, until peace between Great-Britain and 
| ¢ America 


¢ America fhall be concluded, though I do not 
< hold that it muft then be altered, and think it 
« fhould not, unlefs a’ better can be deviled. We 
¢ {till look forward to fuch accommodation, an 
¢ event as defirable now as it ever was, fo that 
¢ the fituation of publick affairs is in this refpect 
the fame as when the conftitution was eftablilh- 
ed; and though indeed, fince the declaration 
of independence, the ftyle of this country 18 
fomewhat altered, having been heretofore one 
of the United Colonies, and being now one of 
the United States of America; yet it exerciled, 
and conftitutionally, the fame fupreme power 
before as it has fince that period. Such decla- 
ration therefore cannot make it neceflary to 
change the form of government, nor can i 
conceive any reafon which does. The good of 
the people being the end of government, that 
‘is the beft form under which they are happieft : 
‘ they being the fitteft judges of what would be 
¢moft produétive of their happinefs, preferred 
‘the prefent mode of electing a legiflative-council 
‘to that which is offered for electing a fenate, 
© probably becaufe it appeared more likely that 
‘ perfons of the greateft integrity, learning and 
< abilities, would be chofen by and from amongtt 
‘their reprefentatives when aflembled, than by 
¢ eleGtors in their feveral parifhes and ‘diftricts ; 
‘and it may have feemed incongruous, that there 
‘fhould be two reprefentative bodies, the lefs 
‘controling the greater. The people alfo pre- 


‘ ferred a compounded or mixed government to 
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‘a fimple democracy, or one verging towards it, 
* perhaps becaufe, however unexceptionable de- 
mocratic power may appear at the firft view, its 
effects have been found arbitrary, fevere and 
‘ deftrudtive. Certain it is that fyftems, which, 
in theory have been much admired, on trial 
have not fucceeded ; and that projeéts and ex- 
periments relative to government are of all 
ichemes the moft dangerous and fatal. ‘The 
“people having adopted fich a conftitution as 
feemed to them .moft perfe&, when it is not 
even furmiled that any <grievance or inconve- 
‘nience has arifen from it, and when they are 
fatishied with and happy under it, (which I firm- 
‘ly believe they are) if we had authority I fhould 
“conceive it neither politic, expedient or jufti- 
‘ fable to change this form for another, elpecially 
‘as I think that the one propofed will not be bet- 
* ter than, or fo good as, what we now enjoy ; and 
whether it would or not, is a {peculative point 
which time only can determine. 
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*Tuus I have fhewn that it is not in my power 
to agree to this bill, and why, if it were, I 
thould not, 
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‘Tam not fo vain as to imagine that what I 
have faid can influence your minds in a matter 
which has been fo lately the fubjeét of debate. 
But having delivered my fincere and real fenti- 
ments (with a freedom which I hope is neither 
unbecoming or offenfive) I confide in your can- 
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¢ dour to regard them as fuch. And nowl think 
¢ proper to refign the office of prefident and com- 
¢ mander in chief of this ftate. Ido accordingly 
‘ refign it into your hands, and requeft that you 
‘ will accept this refignation, and elect fome per- 
‘fon to it in my ftead.’ 


Tue refignation of prefident Rutledge being 
accepted, the legiflative bodies proceeded to elect 
his fucceflor. A majority of their -fuffrages in 
the firft inftance were in favour of the honourable 
A. Middleton. On account of difficulties that 
ftood in the way of his pafling the new conftitu- 
tion, he declined acceptance of the office. The 
honourable Rawlins Lowndes was foon after elect- 
ed, and on the rgth of March 1778 he gave his 
affent to the new conftitution, which, from that 
time to the prefent, has been the uniform rule of 
government. 


Exceptine in the particulars in which a dif- 
ference has already been ftated, the two confti- 
tutions are nearly the fame. They both agreed 
in this fundamental point, that the voice of the 
people was the fource of law, honour and office. 
Criminal profecutions which were formerly car- 
ried on in the name of the King, were from that 
sera carried on in the name of the ftate. The 
fame offices, with nearly the fame duties and 
powers that had exifted under the royal govern- 
ment, were continued uncer the popular eitabifh. 
ment, but with this difference, that the officers 
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obtained their places by the vote of the legifla- 
ture, and not from the appointment of the crown. 
The majefty of the people took the place that had 
formerly been occupied by the kingly office. By 
this fubftitution a change of government was 
eafily and almoft infenfibly effected. 
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Of the attack of the fort on Sullivan’s ifland, by 
fir Peter Parker and fir Heary Clinton. 


YOON after a regular form of government 
i_¥ was adopted, a formidable attack trom Great- 
Britain gave an opportunity of afcertaining its 
energy. Governor Campbell, from the time of 
his abandoning the province, had been affiduous 
in his attempts to procure a military force to re- 
duce it to obedience. He reprefented the friends 
of royal authority as needing only the counte- 
nance of a {mall military force, to give them an 
opportunity of embodying for the eftablifhment 
of Britith government—that Charlefton might 
be eafily reduced—and that the reduétion of it 
would reftore the province to its former tranqui- 
lity: crown officers, and their friends the roy- 
alifts, affociating chiefly with one another, and 
not knowing, or not believing the numbers, the 
refources, nor the enthufiafm of the oppofite party, 
deceived themfelves, and communicated their de- 
lufions to the rulers in Great-Britain. 


Ix the clofe of the year 1775, and the begin- 
ning of the year 1776, great preparations had 

cen made in Great-Britain to invade the Ame- 
rican colonies, with a force fufficient to compel 
fubmiffion.—With this view, early in 1776, up- 
wards of fifty thoufand men were employed in 
active operations again’ America. Part of this 
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force was ordered to the fouthward, to carry into 
effect in that quarter the defigns of the Britith 
miniftry. While Great-Britain was preparing to 
invade her colonies, they were equally affiduous 


in their endeavours to be ready to repel the inva- 


fion. In South-Carolina particularly, every ex- 
ertion had been made to put the province, and 
efpecially its capital, in a refpetable pofture of 
defence.. As one mean conducing thereto, the 
popular leaders had ereéted works on Sullivan’s 
iland. This is fituated about fix miles nearer 
the fea than that neck of land between Athley 
and Cooper rivers, on which Charlefton ftands, 
and is fo near the channel as to be a very con- 
venient poft for annoying fhips approaching the 
town. Ait the time the Britith fleet appeared off 
the coaft, about twenty-fix heavy cannon, twenty- 
fix-eighteen and nine-pounders were mounted at 
Sullivan’s ifland, on a fort conftru€ted with pal- 
metto. This is a tree peculiar to the fouthern 
{tates, which grows from twenty to forty feet 
high without branches, and then terminates, in 
fomething refembling the head of a cabbage. 
The wood of it is remarkably fpongy. A bullet 
entering it makes no extended fracture, but bu- 
ries itfelf without injuring the parts adjacent. 


On the firft of June 1776, advices were re- 
ceived in Charlefton, that a fleet of forty or fifty 
fail were at anchor about fix leagues to the north- 
ward of Sullivan’s ifland. The next day the 
alarm was fired, and exprefles fent to the officers 
commanding 
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commanding the militia in the country, to repair, 
with the forces under their refpective commands, 
to the immediate defence of the capital. Ina few 
days after feveral hundreds of the troops from 
the Britifh fleet were landed on Long-Ifland. 
This is fituated to the eaftward of Sullivan’s 
ifland, and feparated from it by a creek. On the 
fourth of June thirty-fix of the tranfports crofled 
the bar, in front of Rebellion road, and anchored 
about three miles from Sullivan’s ifland; two of 
them ran aground in crofling, one of which got 
off, but the other went to pieces. On the roth 
of June the Briftol, a fifty-gun fhip, her guns 
being previoufly taken out, got fafely over. About 
this time a proclamation was fent afhore, under 
the fanétion of a flag, in which the Britith gene- 
ral, fir Henry Clinton, promifed pardon to the 
inhabitants, in cafe of their laying down their 
arms, and quietly fubmitting to the re-eftablifh- 
ment of royal government. ° This produced 
none of the effects expected from it. The mili- 
tia of the country very generally obeyed the fum- 
mons of prefident Rutledge, and repaired in great 
numbers to Charlefton. The regular regiments 
of the adjacent northern ftates, having been or- 
dered to the affiftance of their fouthern neigh- 
bours, arrived at this critical juncture. The two 
continental general officers, Arm{trong and Howe, 
came about the fame time. The whole were put 
under the orders of major-general Lee, who was 
appointed to the immediate command of all the 

forces 
° See note XIV. 
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forces in the fouthern ftates. The great Opinion 
which was every where entertained of the ability 
and experience of general Lee, added to the {pirits 
of the troops and inhabitants. In a few days the 
Americans, including the militia of the town and 
country, amounted to five or fix thoufand men. 
The firft South-Carolina regular regiment, com- 
manded by colonel Gadfden, was ftationed at 
fort Johnfon. This is fituated about three miles 
from Charlefton, on the moft northerly point of 
James ifland, and is within point blank fhot of 
the channel. The fecond and third regular regi- 
ments of South-Carolina, commanded by colonels 
Moultrie and Thompfon, cccupied the two extre- 
mities of Sullivan’s ifland. The other forces had 
their pofts afligned them at Fladdrell’s point, 
James ifland, and along the bay in front of the 
town. The ftreets near the water were in diffe. 
rent places ftrongly barricaded. The ftores on 
the wharves, though immenfely valuable, were 
pulled down, and lines of defence were continued 
along the water’s edge. Domeftick convenien- 
- cles were exchanged for blankets and knapfacks : 
and hoes and fpades were in the hands of every 
citizen. In a few days by their labour, in con- 
junction with a number of negroes ordered down 
from the country, fuch obftrudions were thrown 
in the way as would have greatly embarrafled the 
royal army attempting to land in the town. 


Generar Lee propofed to prefident Rutledge 
to bind the militia by the formality of an oath. 


Though 


Ge DD 


Though there was no law for this, yet fo great 
was the ardour of the people that only two of 
their number refufed. | 


On the asth the Experiment, a fifty-eun fhip, 
arrived near the bar, and on the 26th, her guns 
being previoufly taken out, fhe got fafely over. 


On the 28th the fort on the ifland was brifkly 
attacked by the two fifty-gun fhips, Briftol and 
Experiment, four frigates, the Active, Acteon, 
Solebay, Syren, each of twenty-eight guns, the 
Sphynx of twenty guns, the Friendfhip armed 
veflel of twenty-two guns, Ranger floop and 
Thunder-Bomb, each of eight gums. Between 
ten and eleven o’clock in the forenoon the Thun- 
der-Bomb began to throw fhells. The Adive, 
Briftol, Experiment and Solebay, came boldly 
onto the attack. A little before eleven o’clock 
the garrifon fired four or five fhot at the Aive 
while under fail. When fhe came near the fort 
fhe dropped anchor, and poured in a broad-fide. 
Her example was followed by the three other 
veflels, and a moft tremendous cannonade en- 
fued. The Thundér-Bomb, after having thrown 
about fixty fhells, was fo damaged as to be inca- 
pacitated from firing. Colonel Moultrie, with 
three hundred and forty-four regulars, and a few 
voluntéer ‘militia, made a defence that would 
have done honour to experienced veterans. 
The unanimous thanks of Congrets were given 
to general Lee, and colonels Moultrie and ‘Thom- 

fon 
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fon for their good condu& on this memorable 
day. ” In compliment to the commanding officer 
the fort from that time was called Fort Moultrie. 
During the engagement the inhabitants ftood 
with arms in their hands at their refpective potts, 
prepared to receive the Britifh where-ever they 
might land. Impreffed with high ideas of Bri- 
tith bravery, and diffident of the maiden courage 
of their own new troops, they were apprehenfive 
that the forts would either be filenced or pafled, 
and that they fhould be called to immediate ac- 
tion. The various paflions of the mind affumed 
alternate fway, and marked their countenances 
with anxious fears or cheerful hopes. ‘Their re- 
folution was fixed to meet the invaders at the 
water’s edge, and difpute every inch of ground, 
trufting the event to Heaven, and preferring 
death to flavery. 


GeneraL Clinton was to have pafled over to 
Sullivan’s ifland with the troops under his com- 
mand on Long-Ifland; but the extreine danger 
to which he muft unavoidably have expofed his 
men, induced him to decline the perilous attempt. 
Colonel Thomfon, with three hundred riflemen 
of his regiment, colonel Clark, with two hun- 
dred regulars of the North-Carolina line, colo- 
nel Horry, with two hundred South-Carolina mi- 
litia, and the Racoon company of militia riflemen, 
with an eighteen-pounder, and a field-piece, were 
ftationed at the eaft end of Sullivan’s ifland to 

U oppofe 
» See note xv. 
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oppofe their crofiing ; but no ferious attempt to 
land on Sullivan’s ifland was made, either from 
the fleet or by the detachment on Long-Ifland. 
The Sphynx, A€teon and Syren were fent round 
to attack the weftern extremity of the fort. This. 
was fo unfinithed as to afford very imperfect cover 
to the men at the guns in that part, and alfo fo 
fituated as to expofe the men in the other parts of 
the fort to a very dangerous crofs-fire. - Provi- 
dence on this occafion remarkably interpofed in 
behalf of the garrifon, and faved them from a 
fate that, in ail probability, would otherwile have 
been inevitable. About twelve o’clock, as the 
three laft-mentioned fhips were advancing to at- 
tack the weftern wing of the fort, they all got 
entangled with a fhoal called the Middle Ground ; 
two of them ran foul of each other. The Atteon 
{tuck faft. The Sphynx, before. the cleared 
herfelf, loft her bowfprit ; but the Syren got off 
without much injury. The fhips, in front of the 
fort, kept wp their fire till near feven o’clock in 
the evening without intermiffion ; after that time 
it flackened.. At half paft nine the firing on both 
fides ceafed ; and at eleven the fhips flipped their 
cables. Next morning all the men of war ex- 
cept the Acteon had retired about two miles from 
the ifland. The garrifon fired feveral fhot at the 
Aéteon ; fhe at firft returned them, but foon after 
the crew fet her on fire, and abandoned her, 
leaving her colours flying, guns loaded, and all 
her ammunition and ftores. She was in a short 
time boarded by a party of Americans, com- 
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ee 
manded by captain Jacob Milligan, which brought 
off her colours, the fhip’s bell, and as many fails 
_and ftores as three boats could contain. The Ame- 
ricans on board the Aeon, while flames were 


burfting out on all fides, fired three of her guns | 


-at the commodore, and then quitted her. In 
lefs than half an hour after their departure the 


blew up. The Briftol had forty men’ killed and 


feventy-one wounded. Captain Morris, who com- 
manded her, loft his arm. Every man, who was 
fiationed in the beginning of the ation on her 
quarter deck, was-either killed or wounded. 
The Experiment had twenty-three killed and 
feventy-fix wounded. Captain Scotr, who com- 
manded her, loft his arm. Lord William Camp- 
bell, the late governor of the province, who, as 


a volunteer, had expofed himfelf in a poft of © 


danger, received a wound in his fide, which ul- 
timately proved mortal. Commodore fir Peter 
Parker fuffered a flight contufion. The fire of 
the fort was principally direéted again{t the Brif- 
tol and Experiment, and they fuffered very much 
in their hulls, mafts and rigging. Not lefs than 
feventy balls went through the former, The Ac. 
teon had lieutenant Pike killed, and fix men 
wounded. The Solebay had eight men wounded. 
Aiter fome days the troops were all re-embarked, 


and the whole failed for New-York. 4 


Tue Jofs of the garrifon was ten men killed 
and twenty-two wounded. Lieutenants Hal] and 


Gray 
* See note xvi, 
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Gray were among the latter. Though there 
were many thoufand fhot fired from the fhipping, 
yet the works were little damaged: thofe which 
{truck the fort were ineffectually buried in its foft 
wood. Hardly ahut or tree on the ifland efcaped. 


Wuen the Britith appeared off the coaft, there 
was fo fcanty a ftock of lead, that, in order to 
fupply the mufquetry with bullets, it became ne- 
ceflary to {trip the windows of the dwellinghoufes 
in Charlefton of their weights. Powder was alfo 
very fcarce. ‘The proportion allotted for the de- 
fence of the fort was but barely fufficient for 
flow firing. This was expended with great deli- 
beration. The officers in their tarn pointed the 
guns with fach exadtnefs that moft of their fhot 
took effeét on the fhipping. In the beginning of 
the action the flag-ftaff was fhot away. Sergeant 
Jafper of the grenadiers immediately jumped on 
the beach, took up the flag and faftened it-on a 
fponge-ftaff. With it in his hand he mounted 
the merlon, and, though the fhips were directing 
their inceflant broad-fides at the fpot, he delibe- 
rately fixed it. The day after the action prefi- 
dent Rutledge prefented fergeant Jafper with a 
{word, as a mark of refpec for his diftinguifhed 
valour. Sergeant M<‘Donald, of captain Huger’s 
company, was mortally wounded by a cannon 
ball. He employed the fhort interval, between 
his wound and his death, in exhorting his com- 
rades to continue fteady in the caufe of liberty 
and their country. | 
THIS 
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Tuts ill-condu&ted expedition contributed 
greatly to eftablifh the popular government which 
it was intended to overfet. The friends of Ameri- 
ca triumphed. Unacquainted with the viciffitudes 
of war, fome of them began to flatter themfelves 
their work was done, and their liberties eftablifh- 
ed. In oppofition to the bold affertions of fome, 
and the defponding fears of others, experience 
proved that America might effectually refift a 
Britifh fleet and army. The diffident grew bold 
in their country’s caufe, and looked forward to 
the completion of their withes for its liberty and 
independence. ‘The advocates for the omnipo- 
tence of the Britifh navy confefled their miftake. 
Thofe who, from interefted motives, had abet- 
ted the royal government, afhamed of their op- 
pofition to the ftruggles of an infant people, for 
their deareft rights, retired into obfcurity. Mr. 
Cunningham, and other leaders of the royalifts, 
who, on the defeat and difperfion of their party 
in the latter end of 1775, had been taken and 
committed to clofe confinement, obtained their 
difcharge foon after the departure of the Britith 
fleet. ‘The ftate wifhed to conciliate them to the 
popular meafures, and therefore, in this moment 
of triumph, received from them affurances of fide- 
lity to their country, and reftored them to the 
rights and privileges of free citizens. 


Soon after the engagement, when the Britith 
troops were re-embarked for their departure, the 
tranfport fhip Glafgow, mounting fix four pound- 
crs, 
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ers, with fifty-ix Highlanders on board, ran 
aground near Long-Ifland. Captain Pickering, 
Benjamin Waller, Cornelius Dervees, William 
Dervees and twenty-one feamen, all volunteers, 
came along fide of her in a wood-boat, on which 
were mounted one eighteen pounder and fome 
fmaller guns, and took the whole crew of the 
Glafgow prifoners. After ftripping her of every 
thing that could be brought off, they fet her on fire. 


Tus fort on Sullivan’s ifland having proved fo 
ufeful in repelling an invafion, a fcheme was’ 
adopted for making it more ferviceable at a fu- 
ture time, by connecting the ifland with the main 
by a bridge acrofs an intervening body of water, 
three quarters of a mile wide and ten feet deep. 
Without this communication general Lee pro- 
nounced the fort on the ifland to be a flaughter 
pen. So great was the confidence of the ftate 
in his judgment, that an uncommon anxiety oc- 
cupied the publick mind for the completion of 
this great undertaking. ‘The indefatigable and 
perfevering general Gadfden undertook what ma- 
ny thought impracticable, and accomplifhed it 
without charging one farthing for his fervices.— 
The general affembly voted him their thanks.— 
This, and the applaufe of his countrymen, with 
the heart-felt fatisfa€tion of promoting a caufe to 
which his whole foul was devoted, was all the 
reward that diftinguifhed patriot received for the 
many publick fervices he performed in fecuring 
the liberties and advancing the happinefs of his 
country. 
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Of the attempts on Eaft-Florida in 1746 and 1748, 
and of the expedition into the Cherokee country in 


1776. 


fT would be happy for mankind if, among con- 

tending powers, the plundering of individuals 
was, by a general law of nations, reprobated. For 
want of this the honeft and induftrious, who have 
no fhare in publick affairs, are frequently a prey 
to daring adventurers, who, under the fanction 
of war, commit robberies for which, in times of 
peace, their lives would be forfeited. It would 
have been for the reciprocal advantage of Geor- 
gia, Eaft-Florida, and South-Carolina, if the ad- 
vice of fome moderate men in St.. Auguitine, on 
this fubje&, had been followed ; but inftead of 
-purfuing the prudent line of condua& recommend- 
ed by them, a piratical war from that place, at 
avery early period of the conteft, had commenced 
_againft Georgia and South-Carolina. Governor 
Tonyn, of Eaft-Florida, had iffued letters of 
marque before the Britith at was paffed for that 
purpofe, although he had previoufly confulted 
the King’s attorney-general of the province, who 
gave his opinion that the governor was not in- 
vefted with fuch a power. Befides thefe pirati- 
cal acts at fea, a predatory war by land had been 
_ waged under the fame aufpices by a party con- 
fifting chiefly of fugitives from juftice in the ad- 


joining provinces. In refentment for thefe incur- 
fions 
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fions fome individuals, from the ftate of Georgia, 
had retaliated on the fettlements in Eaft-Florida ; 
but nothing was done by proper. authority till 
July 1776, when an invafion of Eaft-Florida was 
ferioufly projected, with the double view of fe- 
curing Georgia and South-Carolina from the de- 
predations of their fouthern neighbours ; and of 
drawing the attention of the Britith from their 
northern conquefts. This was attempted in the 
firft inftance by general Lee, foon after the re- 
pulfe of the Britifh fleet on the 28th of June 
1776, with part of the force then collected at 
Charlefton. After they had proceeded as far as 
the river Ogeechee, in Georgia, the general re- 
ceived orders to rejoin the northern army, on 
which the expedition was abandoned. ‘The Bri- 
tith afterwards erected a fort at St. Mary’s river, 
from which they frequently harafled the fouthern 
parts of Georgia. To drive them from this poft 
became an additional motive for diredting the 
arms of the United States againft Eaft-Florida. 
The invafion of that province was therefore re- 
fumed in 1778 by general Robert Howe. He 
had under his command the greateft part of the 
South-Carolina regular troops, and was alfo joined 
by a confiderable body of South-Carolina and 
Georgia militia, and had the co-operation of four 
gallics. ‘Their rout lay through a country fo 
thoroughly barren that it did not produce a fingle 
berry, nor was a bird to be feen. They proceed- 
ed as far as St. Mary’s river without any oppo- 
fition of confequence from the enemy. A great 

mortality 
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mortality however among the foldiers induced a 
council of war to recommend a retreat. Before 
the army returned it fuftained a lofs of upwards 
of five hundred men. Though the object of the 
expedition was not fully obtained ; yet the flates 
of South-Carolina and Georgia were, for that 
campaign, in a confiderable degree faved from the 
depredations of their fouthern neighbours. In 
the following years they fuffered very much from 
the privateers fitted out at St. Auguftine, and 
from the incurfions of a band of horfemen, under 
the denomination of the Florida Rangers. 


Tu inhabitants of Eaft and Wett-Florida were 
not the only hoftile neighbours of the fouthern 
ftates. The Cherokee and Creek Indian nations, 
who inhabit lands not far diftant from the wef. 
tern fettlements of Carolina and Georgia, proved, 
in like manner, very troublefome. On the firft 
appearance of a rupture between Great-Britain 
and her colonies, the attention of both parties 
was engaged to fecure their friendthip. Many 
circumftances had concurred to give them unfa- 
vourable impreflions of the Americans. For fe- 
veral years the management of them had been ex- 
clufively committed to John Stuart, e{quire, an 
officer of the crown, and wholly devoted to the 
royal intereft. This gentleman had been a pro- 
vincial officer, and was in fort Loudon about the 
year 1760 when it furrendered to the Cherokees. 
The maffacre of that garrifon, the hardthips he 
underwent in efcaping only with life, and the dif. 
trefs 
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tres of a numerous young family, touched the 
feelings of the affembly of South-Carolina. They ° 
gave him a prefent of fifteen hundred pounds cur- 
rency, and recommended him, through the go- 
yvernor, to the King’s fervice. In confequence of 
this he was appointed fuperintendent of Indian 
affairs, Great were the obligations he owed to 
South-Carolina ; but, being in the immediate fer- 
vice of his Britannick majefty, he conceived him- 
felf under fuperior obligations to exert his influ- 
ence to attach the Indians to the royal intereft. 
The ftate of publick affairs in the colonies fur- 
nifhed him with many plaufible arguments fubfer- 
vient to this defign. The non-importation agree- 
ment, adopted by the Americans, not only difa- 
bled them from fupplying the wants of the Indi- 
ans, but precluded the poflibility of their receiv- 
ing royal prefents. ‘This interruption of the com- 
merce, ufual between the white inhabitants and 
their favage neighbours, gave Mr. stuart an op- 
portunity of exafperating the Indians againft the 
friends of Congrefs. It was eafy for him to per- 
fuade them that the colonifts had begun an un- 
provoked oppofition to Great-Britain, and, to ef- 
feat their purpofes, had adopted refolutions which 
prevented the Indians from receiving their yearly 
fupply of arms, ammunition and clothing. It 
might be plaufibly fuggefied to the uninformed 
favages, that, if their white neighbours fhould fuc- 
ceed in oppofing Great-Britaim, they would pro- 
bably next aim at the extirpation of their red bre- 
thren. | 
In 
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Iw the years 1760 and 1761, a war with the 
Cherokee Indians had involved the inhabitants of 
South-Carolina in great diftrefs. On that occas 
fion they courted the aid of the King’s troops in 
America. In fifteen years after, when the peo- 
ple of the fame country dared to refifl the parent 
itate, it was fuppofed, by the friends of royal go- 
vernment, that the horrors of an Indian war would 
once more bring the province to fue for Britith 
protection. 


Tue above-mentioned Mr. John Stuart, very 
early in the conteft, retired from South-Carolina 
to Weit-Florida, and from that province employed 
his brother Henry Stuart, Mr. Cameron and 
others, to penetrate into the Indian country to 
the weftward of Carolina. A plan was fettled by 
him, in concert with the King’s governors and 
other royal fervants, to land a Britifh army in 
Plorida, and to proceed with it to the weftern 
frontiers of the fouthern ftates, and there, in con- 
junction with the tories and Indians, to fall on 
the friends of the revolution, at the fame time 
that a fleet and army fhould invade them on the 
fea coaft. " Mofes Kirkland, who has already 
been mentioned as a leader of the party for royal 
government in the back parts of South-Carolina, 
was confidentially employed by John Stuart, go- 
vernor Tonyn, and other royal fervants, to the 
fouthward, to concert with general Gage, the 
commander of the Britifh forces in Bofton, the 

neceflary 
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neceflary means for accomplifhing the above-men- 
tioned fcheme. The whole plan was fully de- 
tected by the providential capture of the veffel 
which was conveying Kirkland to Bofton. ‘The 
letters found in his poffeffion were publifhed by 
the order of Congrefs, and produced conviction 
in the minds of the Americans, that the Britifh 
adminiftration, in order to effect their fchemes, 
had employed favages, who indiferiminately mur 
der men, women and children, to commence 
hoftilities on their weftern brethren. Though the 
difcovery of the Britifh defigns, and the capture 
of Kirkland; who was to have had an active fhare 
in the execution of them, in a great degree fruf- 
trated the views of the royal fervants ; yet fo 
much was carried into effet, that the Cherokee 
Indians began their maffacres at the very time the 
Britifh fleet attacked the fort on Sullivan’s ifland. 


Tue Americans very early paid attention to 
their favage neighbours. They appointed com- 
miffioners to explain to them the grounds of the 
difpute between Great-Britain and her colonies, 
and to cultivate with them a friendly correfpon- 
dence. As far as they poflibly could, they fup- 
plied their wants. They endeavoured to perfuade 
the Indians that the quarrel was by mo means 
relative to them, and that therefore they fhould 
take part with neither fide. Thefe moderate pro- 
pofitions were over-ruled by the fuperior influence 
of the royal fuperintendent, who had their pre- 
vious confidence, and more ample means of ad- 

miniftering 
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miniftering to their neceffities. An Indian war 
commenced, and was carried on with its ufual 
barbarity. The fpeedy departure of the Britith 
fleet from the fea coaft, after their unfuccefsful 
attack of the fort on Sullivan’s ifland, gave an 
Opportunity to concentre the whole force of the 
ftate for the due chaftifement of the favage inva- 
ders. Though the Britith plan of a co-operation 
with the tories and Indians was for the prefent 
fruftrated, yet the probability that it would again 
be refumed, determined the popular leaders to 
make a vigorous expedition into the country of 
the Cherokees, that they in future might be de- 
terred from ating in concert with the Britith ad- 
miniftration. A conjun& attack on their fettle. 
ments over the mountains was agreed upon by 
the fouthern ftates. Colonel Williamfon, of the 
diftri& of Ninety-fix, was chofen by the govern: 
ment of South-Carolina to command their forces 
on this occafion. The fixth regular regiment, 


part of the third, and a large body of militia, were - 


put under his command. About the fame time, 
and on the fame bufinefs, general Rutherford, 
with upwards of nineteen hundred men, from the 
ftate of North-Carolina, crofled the mountains. 
In their paflage through the Indian country the 
forces, under the command of colonel William- 
fon, were two or three times brifkly attacked, but 
they finally repulfed the affailing favages. The 
Americans on this occafion traverfed their whole 
country, and laid wafte their fields of corn.— 
Above five hundred of the Cherokees were 
: obliged, 
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obliged, by their diftrefs for want of ‘provifions, 
to take refuge with John Stuart in: Weft-Florida, 
where they were fed at'the, expence of the Bri- 
tifh government. The-Indian fettlemients to) the 
northward were at. the fame time) invaded» by a 
party of Virginia militia,, commanded by colonel 
Chriftie, and to the fouthward by the Georgia 
militia, commanded by colonel Jack. | Difmal 
was the wildernefs through which the, Americans 
had to pafs. Many were the dangers to which 
they were expofed from dark thicketsiand rugged 
paths. They were frequently .obliged to pals 
through narrow defiles, in which tmall. parties 
might harafs the braveft and moft numerous army 
in the world. They had to crofs rivers, fordable 
only at one place, and overlooked by high banks, 
from which an enemy might attack with advan- 
tage, and retreat with fafety. They could have 
no accommodations but a few plain neceflaries 
carried on pack-hories. They, for the moft part, 
flept in the open air, and experienced all the in- 
conveniencies of a favage life. 


Tue unfortunate mifled Indians, finding them- 
felves attacked on all fides, fued in the’ moft fub- 
miflive terms for peace. * Atreaty between them 
and the ftate took place, at which commifiioners 
from Georgia attended, who concurred in and 
figned the articles of pacification. By this treaty 
the Indians ceded a confiderable part of their 
land to the ftate of South-Carolina.. * To 

_ preferve 
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preferve peace and good order a fort, called Fort 
Rutledge, was erected at Seneca, and garrifoned 
by two independent companies. A friendly in- 
tercourfe between the favages and white inhabi- 
tants took place. Agriculture flourifhed, and 
every thing remained quiet till the year 1780. 


» None of all the expeditions before undertaken 
againft the favages had been fo fuccefsful as this 
firft effort of the new-born commonwealth. In 
lefs than three months, viz. from the 15th of 
July to the rith of O&ober 1776 the bufinefs 
Was completed, and the nation of the Cherokees 
fo far fubdued as to be incapable of annoying 
the fettlements.’ The whole lofs of the Ameri- 
cans in the expedition did not exceed fifty men, 
but in this number was that worthy citizen Mr. 
Francis Salvador. 


- From the double fuccefs. of this campaign, in 
repelling the Britifh and conquering the favages, 
the people of South-Carolina began to be more 
and more convinced that the leading-ftrings of 
the mother-country were lefs neceflary than in 
the days of their infancy. Through the whole 
of this year, though the arms of the Britifh were 
fuccefsful to the northward, their intereft to the 
fouthward declined. Every plan, for their acting 
in concert with the tories and Indians, proved 
abortive. Hard would it have been for the whigs 
of South-Carolina to have oppofed fo formidable 
a combination, could the friends of Britain have 
fucceeded 
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fucceeded in their fcheme of acting at one and the 
fame time: but, through the kindnefs of Heaven, 
the favourers of the revolution had the opportu- 
nity of attacking them feparately, and of fuccef- 
fively pouring their whole force, and alfo that of 
a confiderable aid from their neighbours, on the 
tories, the Britith, and the Indians. The firlt, 
from their premature infurrection, were crufhed 
before their Britith friends arrived. The latt 
were abandoned to the refentments of the ftate, 
by the royal ficet and army precipitately leaving 
the coaft, and under the {miles of Heaven, all 
three were vanquilhed by the infant American 
republicks. The means adopted by the Britith 
to cruth the friends of the Congrefs were provi- 
dentially over-ruled, fo as to produce the contrary 
effect. Their exciting Indians to maflacre the 
defencelefs frontier fettlers increafed the unanimi- 
ty of the inhabitants, and invigorated their oppo- 
fition to Great-Britain. Several who called them- 
felves tories in 1775 becarhe active whigs in 1776, 
and cheerfully took up arms in the firft inftance 
againft Indians, and in the fecond againft Great- 
Britain, as the inftigator of their barbarous de- 
vaftations. Before this event fome well-meaning 
people could not fee the juftice or propriety of 
contending with their formerly protecting parent- 
{tate ; but Indian cruelties, excited by royal arti- 
fices, foon extinguifhed all their predilection for 
the country of their forefathers. 


Tur expedition into the Cherokee fettlements; 
‘ diffufed 
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diffufed military ideas, and a {pirit of enterprize 
among the inhabitants. It taught them the necef- 
lary arts of providing for an army, and gave them 
experience in the bufinefs of war. The new ar- 
rangements, civil and military, were followed 
with that energy and vigour which is acquired 
by an individual or a colle&ive body of people 
acting from the impalfe of their own minds. 
From caufes like thefe we thall find, in the courfe 
of this hiftory, the peaceable inhabitants of a 
whole {tate transformed from planters, merchants 
and mechanicks, into an ative difciplined mili- 
tary body, and a well-regulated felf-governed 
community. 
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CHAP TER®SEVENT 


Of independence, the alliance with France, the con- 
federation, and the ftate of publick affairs: in 
South-Carolina prior to the reduction of Savan- 
nah in December 1778. 


~ TOLTWITHST ANDING the nominal ex- 
iftence of royal authority in South-Carolina, 

an independent government had a virtual opera- 
tion from the 6th of July 1774. “This was at firft 
by conventions, committees and congrefles, whofe 
refolutions had the fulleft force of law, on a peo- 
ple who thought that their liberties were endan- 
gered, and that their only fafety confifted in 
union. It was afterwards reduced into a more 
regular form in March 1776 5 but all thefe initi- 
tutions were temporary, and looked forward to 
an accommodation with Great-Britam. ~The “act 
of final feparation from the mother-country could 
not be the work of any one ftate. Every thing 
of that magnitude was referred to the continental 
Congrefs, to whofe general fuperintendance the 
andividual colonies had voluntarily fubmitted. 
That auguft affembly, at their firft meeting in 
14774, petitioned the King, and addreffed the peo- 
ple, of Great-Britain, for a redrefs of their griev- 
ances. Inthe year 1775 they renewed their fup- 
plications to their fovereign, in which they prayed 
that his majefty would be pleafed ¢ to direct fome 


«mode by which the united application of his 
| ¢ faithful 
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‘ faithful colonifts to the throne, in prefence of 
‘their common councils, might be improved into 
‘a happy and permanent reconciliation ; and that, 
‘in the mean-time, meafures might be taken for 
‘ preventing the farther deftruction of his ma- 
‘jelty’s fubjeGs.’ ” -They alfo a fecond time ad- 
dreffed the people of Great-Britain, in which they 
apprized them of their fixed refolution to defend 
their liberties, but at the fame time difclaimed 
every with of independence, or any thing more 
than the fecure enjoyment of their ancient rights 
and privileges." They afked for peace, but the 
{word was tendered—for liberty, but nothing 
fhort of unconditional fubmiflion was_ offered. 
Their petitions received no anfwer. And all the 
inhabitants of the colonies were, by an aét of par- 
liament pafled December 21, 1775, thrown out 
of the King’s protection. This was a legal dif- 
charge from their allegiance to the King of Great- 
Britain, and placed the colonies in a ftate of na- 
ture, at full liberty to provide for their own fafe- 
ty, by entering into any new focial compact which 
they approved. Though the refufal of protection 
was a legal juftification of their conduct. in with- 
holding allegiance, yet independence was untried 
ground, and could not at once gain the plenary 
approbation of colonies which had long flourifhed 
under royal protection. ‘The minds of the inha- 
bitants were overcaft with fears, and tofled in a 
tumult of uncertainty. Their refolution was fixed 
never to fubmit to the claims of the Britith. par- 

lament, 
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liament, but how to extricate themfelves from 
furrounding difficulties was a queftion that embar- 
rafled their wifeft politicians. While they were 
in this ftate of feverith anxiety, a pamphlet, un- 
der the fignature of Common Senfe, written by 
Mr. Yhomas Paine, made its appearance. It 
proved the neceflity, the advantages, and practi- 
cability of independence. It fatisfied a great 
majority of the people that it was their true inte- 
reft immediately to cut the Gordian knot which 
bound the American colonies to Great-Britain, 
and to open their commerce, as an independent 
people, to all the nations of the world. Nothing 
could be better timed than this performance. It 
found the colonifts greatly exafperated againft 
the mother-country, moft thoroughly alarmed for 
their liberties, and difpofed to do and fuffer every 
thing that bid faireft for their eftablifhment. In 
unifon with the feelings and fentiments of the 
people, it produced moft aftonifhing effects. It 
was read by almoft every American, and, in con- 
junGtion with the cruel policy of Great-Britain, 
was, by the direction of Providence, inftrumental 
in effecting an unexampled. unanimity in favour 
of independence. ‘The decifive genius of Chri- 
ftopher Gad{den in the fouth, and of John Adams 
in the north, at a much earlier day, might have 
defired the complete feparation of America from 
Great-Britain—but till the year 1776—the rejec- 
tion of the fecond petition of Congrefs—and the 
appearance of Mr. Paine’s pamphlet—a reconci- 
liation with the mother-country was the unani- 


mous with of almoft every other American. 
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Beroxre the Congrefs ventured on the impor- 
tant ftep of changing the fovereignty of the co- 
lonies, they fent forth a refolution, on the 15th 
of May 1776, recommending to all of them. to 
inftitute forms of government.” ‘his was in- 
tended to afcertain the fenfe of the inhabitants 


on the important queftion of independence. In_ 


adopting this meafure Congrefs, inftead of leading, 
only followed the voice of the people. South- 
Carolina had for near two months been in poffef- 
fion of a regular government. Other ftates were 
engaged in framing their conftitutions, and in- 
ftructions were foon given by almoft all the thir- 
teen colonies to their deputies in Congrefs to 
concur in formally renouncing the fovereignty of 
Great-Britain. Independence was finally decided 
on in Congrefs, and declared in Philadelphia, on 
the 4th of July 1776, inthe following words : 
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CPt Wag) 976. 
‘ A declaration by the reprefentatives of the United 
‘States of America, in Congrefs aflembled. 


_* Wuen, in the courfe of human events, it 
*‘ becomes neceflary for one people to diffolve the 
* political bands which have connected them with 
“another, and to aflume, among the powers of 
‘the earth, the feparate and equal ftation to 
‘which the laws of nature and of nature’s Gop 
“entitle them, a decent refpe@ to the opinions 

Pot 
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of mankind requires that they fhould declare 
the caufes which impel them to the feparation. 


‘ We hold thefe truths to be felf-evident ; that 
all men are created equal; that they are en- 
dowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
rights; that among thefe are life, liberty, and 
the purfuit of happinefs. That, to fecure thefe 
rights, governments are inftituted among men, 
deriving their juft powers from the confent of 
the governed ; that whenever any form of go- 
vernment becomes deftruétive of thefe ends, it 
is the right of the people to alter or to abolifh 
it, and to inftitute new government, laying its 

¢ foundation on fuch principles, and organizing 
‘its powers in fuch form, as to them {hall feem 
¢ moft likely to effet their fafety and happinefs. 
¢ Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments 
¢ long eftablifhed fhould not be changed for light 
«and tranfient catfes; and accordingly all expe- 
‘ rience hath fhewn, that mankind are more dif- 
‘ pofed to fuffer, while evils are fufferable, than 
‘to right themfelves by abolifhing the forms to 
‘ which they are accuftomed. But when a long 
‘train of abufes and ufurpations, purfuing inva- 
« riably the fame object, evinces a defign to re- 
‘ duce them under abfolute defpotifm, it is their 
‘right, it is their duty, to throw off fuch go- 
¢ yernment, and to provide new guards for their 
‘future fecurity. Such has been the patient fuf- 
‘ ferance of thefe colonies ; and fuch is now the 
¢neceflity which conftrains them to alter their 
7 « former 
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‘former fyftems of government. The hiftory 
‘ of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a hiftory 
‘of repéated injuries and ufurpations, all having 
‘in dire& object the eftablifhment of an abfolute 
‘tyranny over thefe ftates. To prove this, let 
* facts be fubmitted to a candid world. 


‘He has refufed his affent to laws, the moft 
* wholefome and neceflary for the publick good. 


‘ He has forbidden his governors to pafs laws 
‘of immediate and prefling importance, unlefs 
¢ fufpended in their operation till his affent fhould 
* be obtained; and when fo fufpended he has 
‘ utterly neglected to attend to them. 


‘ He has refufed to pafs other laws for the ac- 
* commodation of large diftrids of people, unlefs 
¢ thofe people would relinquifh the right of repre- 
¢ fentation in the legiflature, a right ineftimable 
‘to them, and formidable to tyrants only. 


‘He has called together legiflative bodies at 
‘ places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from 
* the depofitory of their publick records, for the 
‘ fole purpofe of fatiguing them into compliance 
‘with his meafures. 


‘ He has diflolved reprefentative houfes repeat- 
“edly, for oppofing, with manly firmnefs, his in- 
‘ vafions on the rights of the people. 


‘HE 
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‘He has refufed, for a long time after fuch 
‘ diffolutions, to caufe others to be elected; 
‘ whereby the legiflative powers, incapable of an- 
‘nihilation, have returned to the people at large 
“for their exercife; the ftate remaining in the 
‘ mean-time expofed to all the danger of invafion 
© from without, and convulfions within. 


‘He has endeavoured to prevent the popula- 
tion of thefe ftates; for that purpofe obftruct- 
ing the laws for naturalization of foreigners ; 
refufing to pafs others to encourage their migra- 
tions hither, and raifing the conditions of new 
appropriations of lands. 


‘He has obftru&ed the adminiftration of juf- 
tice, by refufing his affent to laws for eftablifhing 
judiciary powers. 


‘He has made judges dependent on his will 
alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the 
amount and payment of their falaries. 


‘He has erected a multitude of new offices, 
and fent hither fwarms of officers to harafs our 
people, and eat out their fubftance. . 


‘He has kept among us, in times of peace, 
fKanding armies, without the confent of our 
‘ legiflatures. | 


é 


‘He has affedted to render the military 
‘ independent 
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‘independent of, and fuperior to, the civil 
* power, 


* He has combined with others to fubje& us to 
“a jurifdiction foreign to our conftitution, and 
* unacknowledged by our laws ; giving his affent 
* to their acts of pretended legiflation : 

‘For quartering large bodies of armed troops 
* among us: 

* For protecting them, by a mock trial, from 
punifhment for any murders which they fhould 
* commit on the inhabitants of thefe ftates - 

‘ For cutting off our trade with all parts of the 
world : 

‘For impofing taxes on us without our con. 
“Henge 

‘ For depriving us, in many cafes, of the bene- 
* fits of trial by jury: 

‘or tranfporting us beyond feas to be tried 
‘ for pretended offences : 

‘ For abolifhing the free fyftem of Englith laws 
‘in a neighbouring province, eftablifhing therein 
* an arbitrary government, and enlarging its boun- 
daries, fo as to render it at once an example 
“and fit inftrument for introducing the fame 
* abfolute rule into thefe colonies : 

‘For taking away our charters, abolifhing our 
* moft valuable laws, and altering fundamentally 
‘the forms of our governments + 

‘or fufpending our own legiflatures, and 
‘declaring themfelves invefted with power to 
‘legiflate for us in all cafes whatfoever, 
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‘He has abdicated government here, by de- 


‘claring us out of his protection, and waging 
‘ war againit us. 


‘ He has plundered our feas, ravaged our coaits, 
¢ burnt our towns, and deftroyed the lives of our 
‘ people. 


‘He is, at this time, tranfporting large armies 
¢ of foteign mercenaries to complete the works of 
‘death, defolation and tyranny, already begun 
¢ with circumftances of cruelty and perfidy, fcarce- 
‘ly parallelled in the moft barbarous ages, and 
‘ totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation. 


¢ He has conftrained our fellow-citizens, taken © 
‘ captive on the high feas, to bear arms againft 
‘their country, to. become the executioners of 
¢ their friends and brethren, or to fall themfelves 
¢ by their hands, ) 


‘Hr has excited domeftick infurrections a- 
‘«mongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on 
<the inhabitants of our frontiers the mercilefs 
‘Indian favages, whofe known rule of warfare 
¢js an undiftinguifhed deftruction of all ages, 
‘fexes and conditions. j 


‘In every flage of thefe oppreflions we have 
¢ petitioned for redrefs in the moft humble terms : 
¢ our repeated petitions have been anfwered only 
‘by repeated injury. A prince, whofe character 

at 
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“© is thus marked by every a@ which may define 
“a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 


Nor have we been’ wanting in attention to 
‘our Britifh brethren. We have warned them 
“from time to time of attempts made by their 
‘¢ legiflature to extend an unwarrantable jurifdic- 
“€tion over us. We have reminded them of the 
* circumftances of our emigration and fettlemerit 
‘here. We have appealed to their native juftice 
‘and magnanimity, and we have conjured them, 
‘ by the ties of our common kindred, to difavow 
‘ thefe ufurpations, which would inevitably inter- 
‘ rupt our conneétions and correfpondence. They 
‘too have been deaf to the voice of juftice and of 
*‘confanguinity. We mutt, therefore, acquiefce 
‘in the neceffity, which denounces our feparation, 
‘and hold them, as we hold the reft of mankind, 
“enemies in war, in peace friends. 


_‘ We, therefore, the reprefentatives of the 
‘ United States of America, in general Conerefs 
‘aflembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of 
‘ the world for the reétitude of our intentions, do, 
“in the name and by the authority of the good 
“ people of thefe colonies, folemnly publith and 
‘ declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of 
‘right ought to be, Free and INDEPENDENT 
*sTaTEs; that they are abfolved from all alle. 
“ glance to the Britifh crown ; and that all political 
* connection between them and the ftate of Great- 


* Britain is and ought to be totally diffolved ; and 
* that 
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‘that as free and independent ftates, they have 
‘full power to levy war, conclude peace, con- 
‘ tra alliances, eftablifh commerce, and to do all 
¢ other als and things which independent ftates 
‘may of right do. And for the fupport of this 
¢ declaration, with a firm reliance on the protec- 
é tion of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge 
¢ to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our 
¢ facred honour. 


‘JOHN HANCOCK, 


Jofiah Bartlett, 
‘ New-HAMPSHIRE, William Whipple, 
Matthew Thornton. 


Samuel Adams, 
John Adams, 

| Robert-Treat Paine, 
| Elbridge Gerry. 
Stephen Hopkins, 
William Ellery. 


¢ Roger Sherman, 

E | Samuel Huntington, 

SUSI AE Se 4 William Wallingnes 
LOliver Wolcott. 
¢ William Floyd, 
j Philip Livingfton, 
‘ Francis Lewis, 
LLewis Morris. 


¢ MassacHUSETTS-BAY, 4 


‘ RuopE-IsLanD, &c. ; 


‘ New-York, © 


¢ New-JERSEY. 


( 


© New-Jersey, 


‘ PENNSYLVANIA, 


§ DELAWARE, 


© MARYLAND, 


© VIRGINIA, 


© NorTH-CAROLINA, 
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Richard Stockton, 
| John Witherfpoon, 
4 Francis Hopkinfon, 
{| John Hart, 
l Abraham Clark. 


Robert Morris, 
Benjamin Rufh, 
Benjamin Franklin, 
John Morton, 

4 George Clymer, 
James Smith, 
George Taylor, 
James Wilfon, 
George Rofs. 


Cefar Rodney, 
George Read. 


( Samuel Chafe, 

* William Paca, 

1 Thomas Stone, 

{ Charles Carroll, of 
Carrollton. 


George Wythe, 
Richard-Henry Lee, 
Thomas Jefferfon, 
Benjamin Harrifon, 
Thomas Nelfon, jun. 
Fran. Lightfoot Lee, 
Carter Braxton. 


William Hooper, 
Jofeph Hewes, 
John Penn. 


* SouTH-CAROLINA, 
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¢ Edward Rutledge, 

« GROG IE : Tho. Heyward, jun. 

phe eae 4 Thomas Lynch, jun. 
| Arthur Middleton. 


Button Gwinnett, 
© GEORGIA, Lyman Hall, 
George Walton.’ | 


From this montent every thing aflumed a new 
appearance. The Americans no longer appeared 
in the character of fubjeéts in arms againit their 
fovereign, but as an independent people, repelling 
the attacks of an invading foe. ‘The propofitions 
and fupplications for reconciliation were done 
away. The difpute was brought to a fingle point, 
whether the late Britifh colonies fhould be con- 
quered, enflaved provinces, or free and indepen- 
dent ftates, This decifive meafure was adopted 
without affurances of aid from any foreign power, 
and in the face of a Britifh force of fifty thou- 
fand men, and at atime when Congrefs had no 
regular forces, but about twenty-five thoufand 
which had been enlifted only for a few months, 
without any view to independence. In a few 
days after it was received in Charlefton, and pro- 
claimed in the moft folemn manner to the troops 
under arms. ‘This was followed with the firing 
of guns, ringing of bells, acclamations of the 
people, and all the ufual parade of a publick re- 
joicing. The declaration of independence. ar- 
rived in Charlefton at a moft favourable juncture. 
It found the people of South-Carolina exafperated 


againit 
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againft Great:Britain for her late hoftile attack, 
and elevated with their fuccefsful defence of Fort 
Moultrie. It was welcomed by a great majority 
of the inhabitants. In private it is probable that 
fome condemned.the meafure, as rafhly adventu- 
rous beyond the ability of the ftate; but thefe 
private murmurs never produced to the publick 
ear a fingle expreflion of difapprobation. 


WueEn prefident Rutledge officially tranfmitted 
to the legiflature of the ftate the a& of Congrefs 
on the fubject of independence, it was received 
with tranfports of joy by the legiflative-council 
and general aflembly. The former exprefled theic 
fentiments in the following words : 


‘Tue declaration of the continental Congrefs 
‘that the United Colonies are, and of right 
‘ ought to be, free and independent ftates ; that 
‘they are abfolved from all allegiance to the Bri- 
‘ tifh crown ; and that all political conne¢tion be- 


‘tween them and the ftate of Great-Britain is. 
‘ and ought to be totally diflolved ; calls forth all- 


‘our attention. It is an event which neceflity 
‘ had rendered not only juftifiable, but abfolutely 
‘unavoidable. It is a decree now worthy of 
‘ America. We thankfully receive the notifica- 
‘ tion of, and rejoice at it; and we are determined 
‘at every hazard to endeavour to maintain it, 
‘that fo, after we have departed, our children 
* and their lateft pofterity may have caufe to blefs 
‘our memory.’ 


THE 
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Tue general aflembly expreffed their approba- 
tion in the following addrefs: 


‘Ir is with the moft unfpeakable pleafure we 
< embrace this opportunity of exprefling our joy 
< and fatisfa@ion in the declaration of the conti- 
< nental Congrefs, declaring the United Colonies 
‘free and independent ftates, abfolved from al- 
‘legiance to the Britifh crown, and totally dif 
‘folving all political union between them and 
< Great-Britdin—an event unfought for, and now 
‘ produced by unavoidable neceflity, and which 
‘every friend to juftice and humanity muft not 
¢ only hold juftifiable as the natural effect of un- 
‘merited perfecution, but equally rejoice in, as 
<the only effedtual fecurity againft injuries and 
¢ oppreffions, and the moft promifing fource of 
‘ future liberty and fafety.’ 


Arrer the termination of the unfuccefsful at- 
tack on the fort on Sullivan’s ifland in June 1776, 
the Britifh arms were for more than two years 
wholly employed to the northward. During this 
period South-Carolina felt very few of .the incon- 
veniencies which were then grinding their bre- 
thren to the northward. ‘They were in poflefhon 
of a lucrative commerce, and comparatively hap- 
py. Inthe year 1777 and 1778 Charlefton was 
the mart for fupplying with goods moft of the 
ftates to the fouthward of New-Jerfey. Many 
hundred waggons were employed in this inland 
traffick, 
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traflick. At no period of peace were fortunes 
more eafily or more rapidly acquired. 


Wuite Congrefs vigoroufly oppofed Great- 
Britain from their own refources, they did not 
neglect the important bufinefs of negotiation. 
The friendfhip of foreign powers, particularly of 
the ancient and powerful monarchy of France, 
was, from the declaration of independence, ear- 
neftly defired by the new-formed {tates of Ame- 
rica. Thofe who write the general hiftory of Ame- 
rican affairs, will enter into a detail of the circum- 
{tances which, for fome time, delayed the ratifi- 
cation of a treaty that was early propofed between 
the Congrefs and his moft chriftian majefty. In 
this partial view of the revolution fuffice it to fay, 
that the commiffioners of the United States could 
not have addrefled themfelves to the court of 
France in more favourable circumftances. The 
throne was filled by a prince in the flower of his 
age, animated with a defire of rendering his 
reign illuftrious. The means employed for this 
purpofe by his moft chriftian majefty were virtue, 
juftice and firmnefs, tempered with moderation. 
The Count de Vergennes, the faithful fervant 
of this Monarch, had grown old in political 
knowledge, and was well fatisfied that con- 
quefts are neither the fhorteft nor the fureft way 
to true greatnefs.—That if monarchs defired to 
aggrandize their reigns, or to render themfelves 
the arbiters of furrounding nations, they muft 
exercife moderation, and fhew themfelyes the pa- 

Z. trons 


De ear re re ro 


(17% ) 
trons of the weak and the oppreffed, without 
taking any advantage of their humble fituation. 


Unper the influence of thefe principles, on 
the 6th of February 1778, his moft chriftian 
majefty Louis the Sixteenth entered into treaties 
of amity and commerce and of alliance with the 
American commiffioners at Paris, on the footing of 
the moft perfect equality and reciprocity. By the 
latter of thefe that illuftrious monarch became the 
guarantee of the fovereignty and independence 
of the thirteen United States of North- America. * 
Such a powerful Ally, added to the natural 
force of America, alarmed the fears of Great- 
Britain, and induced her to make an effort in the 
way of negotiation to recover her late colonies. 
Governor Johnftone, Lord Carlifle and Mr. Eden, 
were appointed commiffioners on the part of 
Great-Britain, to come to America, and to offer 
Congrefs a relinquifhment of the parliamentary 
exercife of taxation, and to confirm them in 
every immunity confiftent with an union of force. * 
So expeditious was the court of Great-Britain 
in propofing theie overtures, that the bills con- 
taining them were read in Congrefs eleven days 
prior to any information received by that body 
of the alliance with France being figned. A firm 
determination, under no change of fortune what- 
ever to recede from their declaration of independ- 
ence, prompted Congrefs in the firlt inftance to 
reject the propofals of a REUNION with Great- 
; Britain. 
* See note xxllI. See note XxIv. 
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Britain. 7 After their connetion with France was 
known, gratitude and national faith were addi- 


tional incentives to continue in the fame line of 
conduct. 


WueEn the alliance with France was announced 
in South-Carolina, it diffufed a general joy. It 
not only gave confidence to all in the final efta- 
blifhment of their independence, but reconciled 
them to the calamities of war, They viewed 
their misfortunes only as temporary, and looked 
forward to a fpeedy peace, when all their withes 
in favour of their country would be realized. 
The condu& of Congrefs, in inftantly rejeGting the 
offers ofthe commiflioners, was in all companies 
applauded, Their propofals were confidered as an 
infult offered to the United States. The fecond 
petition of Congrefs had not afked fo muchas was 
then offered. At that period the propofitions of 
Great-Britain would have been gladly accepted, 
but to that petition the King of Great-Britain 
refufed an anfwer. After the colonies had de- 
clared themfelves independent ftates—had pledged 
their honour to abide by that declaration—had, 
under the fmiles of Heaven, maintained it fy 
three campaigns without foreign aid—After the 
greateft monarch in Europe had entered into a 
treaty with them, and guarantied their indepen- 
dence—After all this to degrade themfelves from 
the rank of freemen to that of fubjects—from 
fovereign ftates to dependent provinces—were 
propofitions no where lefs relifhed than by the ci- 


izens 
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tizens of South-Carolina. The tide was fairly 
turned. Inftead of that hankering after Great- 
Britain, which had made a feparation painful, the 
current of popular opinions and prejudices ran 
ftrong in an oppofite direction. Several of the 
royalifts, who before had taken part with the 
Britifh, joined their countrymen, and took the 
oaths to the new government. Some cautious 
monied men, who heretofore had preferred pri- 
yate to publick fecurity, after thefe events, depo- 
fited large fums in the publick funds, on the 
faith of the new government. 


On a review of the tranfactions between Great- 
Britain and America from the year 1774 to the 
year 1778, an attentive obferver cannot but res 
mark four different periods, in each of which the 
conteft between the two countries aflumed a new 
complexion. The parliamentary claims of unli- 
mited fupremacy—the Bofton port-a@—the abo- 
lition of the charter of Maflachufetts—and the 
other a@s of the like tendency, paffed about the 
fame time—roufed the colonies in 1774 to the 
appoirttment of a Congrefs, and toa declaration | 
of their exclufive right to tax themfelves, and 
regulate their own internal polity. To obtain a 
repeal of thirteen aéts of parliament, which in- 
fringed upon thefe claims, they petitioned the 
King of Great-Britain, and affociated to fufpend 
all trade till this repeal fhould be obtained. The 
fuceefs that had followed two former attempts of 
this kind, flattered them that their prefent withes 
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would foon be fully gratified. They therefore 
very generally came into the meafure, without 
forefeeing all the confequences, and without in- 
tending any thing farther than fuch a commercial 
oppofition as would intereft the Weft-Indians and 
Britifh merchants in their behalf. The refufal of 
this firft petition, and the fubfequent commence- 
ment of hoftilities on the part of Great-Britain, 
produced in the colonifts a determination to op- 
pofe force to force. A military oppofition was 
therefore adopted about the middle of the year 
1775, but without a defign of effecting a fepara- 
tion from Great-Britain. At this fecond {tage 
of the quarrel the Congrefs prepared a fecond 
petition, praying for the repeal of the obnoxious 
acts. To give weight to this renewed application 
to the throne, and to roufe the people of Eng- 
land to a fenfe of the probable confequences of 
their perfifting in the war, they formed a tempora- 
ry army, and publifhed to the world their refoluti- 
on of defending their liberties at every hazard. * 
Still nothing farther was intended than a re- 
drefs of grievances. The rejection of this fecond 
petition—the determination to wage war in full 
form againft the colonifts—and the a& of par- 
liament putting the whole of them out of the 
King’s protection—gave birth to a third and un- 
forefeen meafure—the declaration of indepen- 
dence. Without this they muft either have fub- 
mitted with their “grievances unredrefled, or 
carried on a war under the appellation of fubjects 

in 
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in arms againft their acknowledged fovereign, in 
which cafe no foreign power could have openly 
affifted them. After this meafure was adopted, 
a fcederal union might have taken place between 
Great-Britain and America, by which the for- 
mer might have fecured to herfelfa great part 
of the trade of the latter, without any expence 
on account of her civil. eftablifhments.' Inftead 
of propofing any thing of this kind, Great-Britain 
carried on the war for the campaigns of 1776 
and 17477 profefledly with a view to reduce them 
to unconditional fubmiffion, and offered nothing 
to the United States before April. 1778, which 
they could with honour or fafety accept. After 
a treaty had been concluded between; France and 
America, Great-Britain fent out commiflioners 
to offer Congrefs more than a repeal of the acts 
which were at firft the fource of the diipute. 
By this conduat fhe virtually acknowledged fhe 
had been hitherto in the wrong,,and-alfo gave 
the United States an opportunity of evincing to 
their new ally the fincerity of their engagements. 


Ir the Congrefs had at this late hour. liftened 
to the propofitions of Great-Britain fora reunion; 
the world would have juftly charged them with 
the want of honour and gratitude... They would 
alfo have forfeited the future confidence of every 

European power. It is alfo now known, by in- 
formation fince obtained, that even though the 
{tates of America had agreed with the royal com- 

miffioners, 
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-miffioners, the ruling-powers of Great-Britain 
would not have ratified the convention. 

From this time forward commenced the fourth 
period of the conteft. The ‘colonies were not 
only loft to Great-Britain, but their whole weight 
was thrown into the oppofite fcale of France. 


TuoucuH the continental Congrefs, in con- 
ducting the oppofition to the mother-country, 
did little more than give an efficient operation to 
the wifhes of their conftituents; yet the Britith 
commiflioners flattered themfelves that an appli- 
cation to the local legiflatures, and the people at 
large, would be more fuccefsful. They there- 
fore next addreffed themfelves to the individual 
{tates, and denounced the extremities of war on 
thofe who continued to prefer the alliance with 
France to a reunion with Great-Britain. °°» This 
did not produce the intimidation expeéed from 
it, nor were their propofals more favourably re- 
ceived by the local legiflatures, or the people, 
than they had been by the continental Conerefs. 
When the flag arrived with their. overtures fepa- 
rately addrefled to the governor, the affembly, 
the military, the clergy and the people, of South- 
Carolina, it was detained in the road near the 
harbour of Charlefton, till-prefident Lowndes con- 
vened his council, and the heads or leading-men 
of the, different orders of the inhabitants, to 
whom they were addrefied. As foon as the let- 
) ters 
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ters of the Britifh commiffioners were read to 
the gentlemen convened on this occafion, an 
unanimous refolution was adopted to order the 
flag-veflel immediately to depart the ftate. This 
was accompanied with a reprimand for attempting 
to violate the conftitution of the country, by 
offering to negotiate with the ftate in its feparate 
capacity. 


Tur inhabitants of the United States, adher- 
ing to their own declarations, and to their nati- 
onal engagements with France, perfevered in 
refufing to reunite with Great-Britain, or to 
concludé a peace with her otherwife than on 
principles of independence, and in concert with 
their allies) To deter the Britifh from executing 
their threats of laying, wafte the country, Con- 

refs recommended to fuch of the inhabitants of 
the United States as lived in places expofed to 
the ravages of the enemy, immediately to build 
huts at leaft thirty miles diftant from their habi- 
tations, and to convey thither their women, chil- 
dren, and others not capable of bearing arms, 
together with their cattle and other moveable 
property. They alfo publifhed to the world a 
refolution, and manifefto, fetting forth their fixed 
purpofe of retaliation, and appealing to Heaven 
for the rectitude of their intentions.“ 


From the time of the declaration of indepen- 
dence the attention of Congrefs was engaged in 
framing 
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framing articles of confederation, to bind the 
thirteen ftates in one common bond of continent- 
al government. When this was agreed to by 
Congrefs, it was fubmitted to the different legif- 
latures, accompanied with an addrefs, of which 
the following is a part : 


‘Coneress having agreed upon a plan of 
* confederacy for fecuring Ax: freedom, fovereign- 
‘ ty and independence of the United States, au- 
‘ thentick copies are now tranfmitted for the con- 
‘ fideration of the refpective legiflatures. 


' € Turis bufinefs, equally intricate and impor- 
‘tant, has in its progrefs been attended with un- 
* common embarraflments and delay, which the 
© moft anxious folicitude and perfevering diligence 
‘ could not prevent. Toforma permanent union, 
* accommodated to the opinion and wifhes of the 
‘ delegates of fo many ftates, differing in habits, 
‘produce, commerce and internal police, was 
‘ found to be a work which nothing but time and 
¢ reflection, confpiring with a difpofition to con- 
* ciliate, could mature and accomplilh, 


‘ Harpty i is it to be expected that any plan, 1 in 

* the variety of provitions effential to our union, 
‘ fhould exactly correfpond with the maxims and 
‘ political views of every particular ftate. Let it 
* be remarked, that, after the moft careful enqui- 
‘ ry and the fulleft information, this is propofed 
* as the beft which could be ada apted to CHiG)-<ity 
Aa . ‘ cumflances 
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cumftances of all, and as that alone which affords 
any tolerable profpect of a general ratification. 


‘Permit us, then, earneftly to recommend 
thefe articles to the immediate and difpaflionate 
attention of the legiflatures of the refpective 
ftates. Let them be candidly received under 
a fenfe of the difficulty of combining, in one 
general fyftem, the various fentiments and in- 
terefts of a continent divided into fo many fo- 
vereign and independent communities, under a 
conviction of the abfolute neceflity of uniting 
all our councils, and all our ftrength, to main- 
tain and defend our common liberties. Let 
¢ them be examined with a liberality becoming 
‘ brethren and fellow-citizens, furrounded by the. 
¢ fame imminent dangers, contending for the fame 
‘ illuftrious prize, and deeply interefted in being 
‘ for-ever bound and conneéted together by ties 
‘the moft intimate and indiffoluble—and, final- 
‘ly, let them be adjudged with the temper and 
‘magnanimity of wife and patriotick legiflators, 
¢ who, while they are concerned for the profperity 
‘ of their own more immediate circle, are capable 
of rifing fuperior to local attachments, when 
¢ they may be incompatible with the fafety, hap- 
‘pinefs and glory of the general confederacy. 
‘ We have reafon to regret the time which has 
¢ clapfed in preparing this plan for confideration ; 
-¢ with additional folicitude we look forward to 
‘that which muft be neceflarily fpent before it 
‘can be ratified. Every motive loudly calls upon 
‘us to haften its conclufion.’ Tus 
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Tue folemn difcuffion which this grand bond 
of fcederal union underwent, both in Congrefs 
and the different ftates, delayed the fubfcription of 
it till the oth of July 1778. Difficulties relative to 
the property and difpofal of the back unappro- 
priated lands occafioned fome of the {mall fates, 
who had no vacant weitern territory, to delay {till 
longer. The fmall ftates, with great juftice, con- 
tended that the unappropriated weftern country 
fhould be the common property of the union, 
and pledged as a fund for finking the continental 
debt. Some explications on this fubje& having 
taken place, on the firft of March 1781 the ftate 
of Maryland completed the confederation by their 
delegates fubfcribing the fame. She concurred 
in this meafure as well from a defire to perpetuate 
and ftrengthen the union, as from a confidence 
in the juftice and generofity of the larger ftates— 
that, fuperior to local interefts, they would con- 
fent to fuch arrangements of the unappropriated 
lands, included in their refpetive charters, as 
good policy required, and the great exertions 
of their ftate in the common caufe had fo highly 
deferved. By this common cement of the thir- 
teen {tates the government of South-Carolina, as 
well as that of the other parts of the confederacy, 
has become fomewhat complex. ‘The individual 
ftates are fovereign in all matters of internal po- 
lity, but are tubje& to the control of Congrefs 
with refpect to peace and war—fending and re- 
ceiving ambafladors—building and equipping a 
navy—requifitions for men and money for the 
common 
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common defence—regulating the alloy and value 
of coin—fixing the ftandard of weights and 
meafures—regulating the trade, and managing 
all affairs with the Indians not members of any 
of the ftates—eftablifhing and regulating poft- 
offices from one {tate to another-—eftablifhing rules 
for deciding, in all cafes, what captures on land or 
water fhall be legal, or in what manner prizes 
fhall be appropriated—granting letters of marque 
and reprifal in times of peace—appointing courts 
for the trial of piracies and felonies committed 
on the high feas—or of eftablifhing courts for 
receiving and determining finally appeals in all 
cafes of capture—and deciding, on appeal, all dif- 
putes and differences between two or more {tates 
concerning boundary jurifdiction, or any other 
caufe whatever. It feems to have been the fpi- 
rit of the confederation, that the feparate ftates 
thould be fovereign in all their internal concerns, 
but that they {hould be fubject to Congrefs in all 
matters in which the whole union was interefted, 
and for the effeCting of which the feparate local 
legiflatures were inadequate. “* In return for 
this portion of fovercignty, delegated to the con- 
tinental Congrefs, the individual ftates are enti- 
tled to the protection of the whole confederacy. 


Soon after the Britith commiffoners were con- 
vinced of the inefficacy of negotiation, to effect 
4 reunion of the colonies with Great-Britain, the | 


war recommenced, but entirely on a new fy{tem. 
Hitherto 


fd See note XXIX- 
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Hitherto the conqueft of America had been at- 
tempted by proceeding from north to fouth ; but 
that order was from this period inverted. ‘The 


northern ftates in their turn obtained a diminu- 
tion of their calamities, while South-Carolina, 


and the adjacent fettlements, became the principal 
theatre of offenfive operations. 
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An att to difcontinue, in fuch manner and for fuch 
time as are therein mentioned, the landing and 
difcharging, lading and fbipping of goods and 
wares, or merchandize, at the town, and within 
the harbour of Bofton, in the province of Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay, in North-America. 


\7 HEREAS dangerous commotions and 
infurreétions have been fomentéd and 

raifed in the town of Bofton, in the province of 
Maflachufetts-Bay, in New-England, by divers ill- 
affected perfons, to the fubverfion of his majefty’s 
government, and to the utter deftruction of the 
publick peace and good order of the faid town, 
in which commotions and infurrections certain 
Bb valuable 
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valuable cargoes of teas, being the property of 
the Eaft-India company, and on board certain 
veffels, lying within the bay or harbour of Bof- 
ton, were feized and deftroyed: and whereas, 
in the prefent condition of the faid town and har- 
bour, the commerce of his majefty’s fubjects 
cannot fafely be carried on there, nor the cuf- 
toms, payable to his majefty, duly collected ; and 
it is therefore expedient that the officers of his 
majefty’s cuftoms fhould be forthwith removed 
from the faid town ; 


May it pleafe your majefty that it may be 
enacted, and be it enaéted by the King’s molt 
excellent majefty, by and with the advice and 
confent of the lords fpiritual and temporal, and 
commons, in this prefent parliament affembled, 
and by the authortty of the fame, that, from and 
after the firft day of June 1774, it fhall not be 
lawful for any perfon or perfons whatloever, to 
lade or put, or caufe to be laden and put, off and 
from any quay, wharf, or other place within the 
faid town of Botton, or in or upon any part of the 
fhore of the bay, commonly called the harbour 
of Bofton, between a certain headland or point 
called Nahant-Point on the eaftern fide of the 
entrance into the faid bay, and a certam other 
headland or point called Alderton-Point, on the 
weftern fide of the entrance into the faid bay, or 
in or upon any ifland, creek, landing-place, bank 
or other place, within the faid bay or headlands, 
jnto any fhip, veffel, lighter, boat, or bottom, 

any 
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any goods, wares, or merchandize whatfoever, 
to be tranfported or carried into any other coun- 
try, province or place whatfoever, or into any 
other part of the faid province of the Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay in New-England ; or to take up, dif- 
charge, or lay on land, or caufe or procure to 
be taken up, difcharged, or laid on land, within 


the faid town, or in or upon any of the places. 


aforefaid, out of any boat, lighter, fhip, veffel or 
bottom, any goods, wares or merchandize what- 
foever, to be brought from any other country, 
province, or place, or any other part of the faid 
province, of the Maflachufetts-Bay, in New-Eng- 
land, upon pain of the forfeiture of the faid goods, 
wares and merchandize, and of the faid boat, 
lighter, fiip, veffel or other bottom into which 
the fame fhall be put, or out of which the fame 
fhall be taken, and of guns, ammunition, tackle, 
furniture and ftores, in or belonging to the fame; 
and if any fuch goods, wares or merchandize, 
fhall, within the faid town, or in any the places 
aforefaid, be laden, or taken in from the fhore, 
into any barge, hoy, lighter, wherry, or boat, 
from or out of any fhip or veflel, coming in and 
arriving from any other country or- province, or 
other part of the province of the Maffachufetts- 
Bay in New-England, fuch barge, hoy, lighter, 
wherry or boat, fhall be forfeited and loft. 


Anp bé it further enaded by the authority 
aforefaid, that if any wharfinger, or keeper of any 
wharf, 
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wharf, crane or quay, or their fervants, or any of 
them, hall take up and land, or knowingly fuffer 
to be taken up and landed, or hall fhip off, or 
fuffer to be waterborne, at or from any of the faid 
wharves, cranes or quays, any fuch goods, wares 
or merchandize ; in every fuch cafe, all and every 
wharfinger and keeper of fuch wharves, cranes 
and quays, and every perfon whatfoever who 
fhall be aflifting, or otherwile concerned in the 
{hipping, or in the loading, or putting on board 
any boat or other veflel, for that purpofe, or in 
the unfhipping fuch goods, wares and merchan- 
dize or to whofe hands the fame fhall knowingly 
come, after the loading, fhipping or unfhipping 
thereof, fhall forfeit and lofe treble the value 
thereof, to be computed from the higheft price 
which fuch fort of goods, wares and merchan- 
dize fhall bear at the place where fuch offence 
fhall be committed, at the time when the fame 
fhall be fo committed, together with the vefiels 
and boats, and all the horfes, cattle and carriages 
whatfoever made ufe of in the fhipping, unthip- 
ping, landing, removing, carriage or convey- 
ance of any of the aforefaid goods, wares and 
merchandize. | 


Axp be it further enaéted by the authority 
aforefaid, that if any fhip or-veffel fhall be moored, 
or lie at anchor, or be feen hovering within the 
faid bay, defcribed and bounded as aforefaid, or 
within one league of the faid bay fo deferibed, or 
the faid headlands, or any of the ‘iflands lying 

between 
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between or within the fame, it fhall and may be 
lawful for any admiral, chief commander, or 
commifhioned officer, of his majefty’s fleet or 
{hips of war, or for any officer of his majefty’s 
cuftoms, to compel fuch fhip or veffel to depart 
to fome other port or harbour, or to fuch ftation 
as the faid officer fhall appoint, and to ufe fuch 
force for that purpofe as fhall be found neceflary ; 
and if fuch fhip or veffel fhall not depart accord- 
ingly, within fix hours after notice for that pur- 
pofe given by fuch perfons as aforefaid, fuch thip 
or veflel, together with all the goods laden on 
board thereon, and all the guns, ammunition, 
tackle and furniture, fhall be forfeited and loft, 
whether bulk fhall have been broken or not. 


ProviDED always, that nothing in this a& 
contained fhall extend, or be conftrued to extend 
to any military or other ftores for his majefty’s 
‘ufe, or to the fhips or veffels wherein the fame 
fhall be laden, which fhall be commiffioned by, 
and in the immediate pay of his majelty, his heirs 
or fucceflors ; nor to any fuel or victuals brought 
coaitwife from any part of the continent of Ame- 
rica, for the neceflary ufe and fuftenance of the 
‘inhabitants of the faid town of Bolton, provided 
the veffel wherein the fame are to be carried fhall 
be duly furnifhed with a cocket, and let pafs after 
‘having been duly fearched by the proper officer 
of his majefty’s cuftoms at Marblehead, in the 
‘port of Salem, in the faid province of Maflachu- 
detts-Bay ; and that fome officer of his majefty’s 

t cuitoms 


($8) 


cuftoms be alfo there put on board the faid veflel; 
who is hereby authorized to go on board, and 
proceed with the faid veffel, together with a fuffi- 
cient number of perfons, properly armed for’ his 
defence, to the faid town or harbour of Bofton ; 
nor to any fhips or veficls which may happen to 
be within the faid harbour of Bofton, on or be- 
fore the firft day of June 1774, and may have 
either laden or taken on board, or be there with 
intent to toad or take on board, or to land or 
difeharge any goods, wares and merchandize; 
provided the faid fhips and veflels do depart the 
{aid harbour, within fourteen days after the faid 
firft day of June 1774. 


Anp be it further enaéted by the authority 
aforefaid, that all feizures, penalties and forfei= 
tures, inflited by this aét, fhall be nrade and pro- 
fecuted by any admiral, chief commander, or 
commiffioned officer of his majefty’s fleet or {hips 
of war, or by the officers of his majefty’s cuftoms, 
or fome of them, or by fome other perfon de- 
puted or authorized by warrant from the lord 
high treafurer, or the commiflioners of his ma+ 
jefty’s treafury for the time being, and no other 
perfon whatfoever: and if any fuch officer, or 
other perfon authorized as aforefaid fhall, direct- 
ly or indiredtly, take or receive any bribe or re- 
ward to connive at fuch lading or unlading, or 
fhall make or commence any collufive feizure, 
‘nformation or agreement for that purpole, or 
fhall do any other a& whatfoever, whereby the 

goods; 
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goods, wares and merchandize prohibited as 
aforcfaid, fhall be fuffered to pafs either inwards 
or outwards, or whereby the forfeitures and pe- 
nalties inflicted by this a& may be evaded, every 
fuch offender fhall forfeit the fum of five hun- 
dred pounds for every fuch offence, and {hall 
become incapable of any office or employment 
civil or military : and every perfon who fhall give, 
offer or promife, any fuch bribe or reward, or 
fhall contra&t, agree, or treat with any perfon fo 
authorized as aforefaid to commit any fuch offence, 
fhall forfeit the fum of fifty pounds. 


Anp be it further enatted by the authority 
aforefaid, that the forfeitures and penalties in- 
fli€ted by this act fhall and may be profecuted, 
fued for and recovered, and be divided, paid and 
applied, in like manner as other penalties and for- 
feitures infliéted by any a& or atts of parliament, 
relating to the trade and revenues of the Britith 
colonies or plantations in America, are directed 
to be profecuted, fued for or recovered, divided, 
paid and applied by two feveral ats of parlia- 
ment, the one paffed in the fourth year of his 
prefent majefty, entitled, ‘ An a& for granting 
£ certain duties in the Britifh colonies and plan- 
* tations in America, for continuing, amending 
‘ and making perpetual an ad paffed in the fixth 
-£ year of the reign of his late majefly King 
§ George the fecond, entitled, An a& for the 
£ better fecuring and encouraging the trade of 
‘his majefty’s fugar-colonies in America, for 
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é applying the produce of fuch duties, and the 
¢ duties to arife by virtue of the aforefaid act to- 
¢ wards defraying the expences of protecting and 
¢ fecuring the faid colonies and plantations ; for 
¢ explaining an act made in the twenty-fifth year 
‘of the reign of King Charles the fecond, en- 
‘titled, An act for the encouragement of the 
‘ Greenland and Eaftland trades; and for the 
‘better fecuring the plantation trade ; and for 
‘altering and difallowing feveral drawbacks on 
¢ exports from this kingdom ; and more effectu- 
‘ally preventing the clandeftine conveyance of 
© goods to and from the faid colonics and plan- 
¢ tations, and improving and fecuring the trade 
é between the fame and Great-Britain:’ The 
other paffed in the cighth year of his prefent 
majefty’s reign, entitled, ¢ An act for the more 
‘eafy and effectual recovery of the penalties and 
¢ forfeitures infli@ed by the acts of parliament 
‘relating to the trade or revenues of the Britifh 
¢ colonies and plantations in America.’ 


Anp be it further enaéted by the authority 
aforefaid, that every charter-party, bill of lading, 
and other contraé for configning, fhipping, or 
carrying any goods, wares and merchandize 
whatfoever, to or from the faid town of Bofton, 
or any part of the bay or harbour thereof de- 
fcribed as aforefaid, which have been made or 
entered into, or which fhall be made or entered 
into, fo long as this act fhall remain in full force; 
relating to any fhip which fhall arrive at the faid 

town 
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town or harbour, after the firft day of June 1774, 
fhall be, and the fame are hereby declared to be 
utterly void, to all intents and purpofes whatfo- 
ever. 


Anp be it further enacted by the authority 
aforefaid, that whenever it fhall be made to ap- 
pear to his majefty in his privy-council, that peace 
and obedience to the laws fhall be fo far reftored 
in the faid town of Bofton, that the trade of 
Great-Britain may be fafely carried on there, and 
his majefty’s cuftoms duly colle€ted, and his ma- 
jefty, in his privy-council, fhall adjudge the fame 
to be true, it fhall and may be lawful for his ma- 
jefty, by proclamation, or order of council, to 
affign and point the extent, bounds and limits of 
the town and harbour of Bofton, and of every 
creek or haven within the fame, or in the iflands 
within the preciné& thereof; and alfo to affien 
and appoint fuch and fo many places, quays and 
wharves, within the faid harbour, creeks, havens 
and iflands, for the landing, difcharging, lading, 
and fhipping of goods, as his majefty, his heirs 
or fucceflors, fhall judge neceflary and expedient 5. 
and alfo to appoint fuch and fo many officers of 
the cuftoms therein as his majefty fhall think fit ; 
after which it fhall be lawful for any perfon or 
perfons to lade, or put off from, or to difcharge 
and land upon, fuch wharves, quays and places, 
fo appointed within the faid harbour, and none 
other, any goods wares and merchandize what- 


ever. 
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ProvipEp always, that if any goods, wares or 
merchandize, fhall be laden or put off from, or 
difcharged or landed upon, any other place, than 
the quays, wharves, or places fo to be appointed, 
the fame, together with the fhips, boats, and 
other veflels employed therein, and the horfes, or 
other cattle and carriages ufed to convey the 
fame, and the perfon or perfons concerned or 
afifting therein, or to whofe hands the fame fhall 
knowingly come, {hall fuffer all the forfeitures 
and penalties impofed by this or any other act 
on the illegal fhipping or landing of goods. 


Provipep alfo, and it is hereby declared and 
enacted, that nothing herein contained fhall ex- 
tend, or be conftrued, to enable his majefty to 
appoint fuch port, harbour, creeks, quays, 
wharves, places, or officers, in the {aid town of 
Botton, or in the faid bay or iflands, until it fhall 
fufficiently appear to his majefty, that full fatis- 
fation hath been made by or on behalf of the 
snhabitants of the faid town of Bofton, to the 
united company of merchants of England, trad- 
ing to the Faft-Indies, for the damages fuftained 
by the faid company, by the deftruttion of their 
coods fent to the faid town of Bofton, on board 
certain fhips or veffels as aforefaid, and until it 
{hall be certified to his majefty in council, by the 
governor or lieutenant-governor of the faid pro- 
vince, that reafonable {atisfa€tion hath been made 
to the officers of his majefty’s revenue, and others 
who fuffered by the riots and infurrections above- 

mentioned, 
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mentioned, in the months of November and De- 
cember, in the year 1773, and in the month of 


January 1774. 


Anp be it further enacted by the authority 
aforefaid, that if any action or fuit fhall be com- 
menced, either in Great-Britain or America, a- 
gainft any perfon or perfons, for any thing done 
in purfuance of this a& of parliament, the de- 
fendant or defendants in fuch aétion or fuits, may 
plead the general iffue, and give the faid aét, and 
the fpecial matter in evidence, at any trial to be 
had thereupon, and that the fame was done in 
purfuance, and by the authority of this aét; and 
if it fhall appear fo to have been done, the jury 
fhall find for the defendant or defendants; and if 
the plaintiff fhall be non-fuited, or difcontinue his 
action, after the defendant or defendants fhall 
have appeared ; or if judgment fhall be given on 
any verdict or demurrer againft the plaintiff, the 
defendant or defendants fhall recover treble cofts, 
and have the like remedy for the fame, as de- 
_ fendants have in other cafes by law. 
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An aét for the better regulating the government of 
the province of the Maffachufetts-Bay, in New- 
England. | 


<< 7 HEREAS by letters patent under the 
¥Y great feal of England, made in the third 
ear of the reign of their late majeftics King 
William and Queen Mary, for uniting, ereCling, 
and incorporating the feveral colonies, territories, 
and traéts of land therein mentioned, into one 
real province, by the name of their majefties pro- 
vince of the Maffachufetts-Bay, in New-England, 
whereby it was, amoneft other things, ordained 
and eftablifhed, that the governor of the faid pro- 
vince fhould, from thenceforth, be appointed and 
commiffionated by their majetties, their heirs and 
fucceflors : it was however granted and ordained, 
that from the expiration of the term, for, and 
during which the eight and twenty perfons, nam- 
ed in the faid letters patent, were appointed to 
be the firft counfellors or affiftants to the gover- 
nor of the faid province for the time being, the 
aforefaid number of eight and twenty counfellors 
or afliftants fhould yearly, once in every year, 
for-ever thereafter, be, by the general court or 
aflembly, newly chofen: and whereas the faid 
method of eleéting fuch counfellors or afiiftants, 
to be vefted with the feveral powers, authorities 
and privileges therein mentioned, although con- 
formable 
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formable to the practice, theretofore ufed, in 
fuch of the colonies thereby united, in which the 
appointment of the refpective governors had 
been vefted in the general courts or affemblies 
of the faid colonies, hath, by repeated experience, 
been found to be extremely ill-adapted to the 
plan of government eftablifhed in the province of 
the Maflachufetts-Bay, by the faid letters patent 
herein before mentioned, and hath been fo far 
from contributing to the attainment of the good 
ends and purpofes thereby intended, and to the 
promoting of the internal welfare, peace and 
good government, of the faid province, or to the 
maintenance of the juft fubordination to, and 
conformity with the laws of Great-Britain, that 
the manner of exercifing the powers, authorities, 
and privileges aforefaid, by the perfons fo annu- 
ally elected, hath for fome time paft been fuch 
as had the moft manifeft tendency to obftrud, 
and in great meafure defeat the execution of the 
Jaws, to weaken the attachment of his majefty’s 
well-difpofed fubje€ts in the faid province to his 
majefty’s government, and to encourage the ill- 
difpofed among them to proceed even to ads of 
dire& refiftance to, and defiance of, his majefty’s 
authority ; and it hath accordingly happened, 
that an open refiftance to the execution of the 
laws hath a€ually taken place in the town of Bof- 
ton and the neighbourhood thereof, within the 
faid province: and whereas it is, under thefe 
circumftances, become abfolutely neceffary, in 
order to the prefervation of the peace and good 

order 
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order of the faid province, the protection of his 
majefty’s well-difpofed fubjeéts therein refident, 
the continuance of the mutual benefits arifing 
from the commerce and correfpondence between 
this kingdom and the faid province, and the 
maintaining of the juft dependence of the faid 
province, upon the crown and parliament of 
Great-Britain, that the faid method of annually 
eleGting the counfellors or affiftants of the faid 
province fhould no longer be fuffered to conti- 
nue, but that the appointment of the faid coun- 
fellors or afliftants fhould henceforth be put upon 
the like footing as is eftablifhed in fuch other of 
his majefty’s colonies or plantations in America, ~ 
the governors whereof are appointed by his ma- 
jefty’s commiflion under the great feal of Great- 
Britain: Be it therefore ena¢ted, by the King’s 
moft excellent majefty, by and with the advice 
and confent of the lords fpiritual and temporal, 
and commons in this prefent parliament affem- 
bled, and by the authority of the fame, that, 
from and after the firft day of Auguft, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and feventy-four, fo much of 
the charter granted by their majefties King Wil- 
liam and Queen Mary, to the inhabitants of the 
{aid province of the Maflachufetts-Bay, in New- 
England, and all and every claule, matter and 
thing, “therein contained, which relates to the 
time and manner of eleGting the affiftants or 
counfellors for the faid province, be revoked, 
and are hereby revoked and made void and of 

none 
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none effect ; and that the offices of all counfel- 
lors and affiftants, cle@ed and appointed in pur- 
iuance thereof, fhall from thenceforth ceafe and 
determine: and that, from and after the faid firft 
day of Auguft, one thoufand feven hundred and 
feventy-four, the council or court of affiftants of 
the faid province, for the time being, fhall be 
compofed of fuch of the inhabitants or proprietors 
of lands within the fame, as fhall be thereunto 
nominated and appointed by his majefty, his heirs 
and fucceffors, from time to time, by warrant 
under his or their fignet, or fign-manual, and 
with the advice of the privy-council, agreeable to 
the practice now ufed in refpeé to the appoint- 
ment of counfellors in fuch of his majeity’s other 
colonies in America, the governors whereof are 
appointed by commiffion under the great feal of 
Great-Britain : provided, that the number of the 
faid affiftants or counfellors fhall not at any one 
time exceed thirty-fix, nor be lefs than twelve. 


Ano it is hereby further ena@ed, that the {aid 
afiftants or counfellors, fo. to be appointed as 
aforefaid, fhall hold their offices refpectively, for 
and during the pleafure of his majefty, his heirs 
or ‘fucceffors, and fhall have and enjoy all the 
powers, privileges and immunities, at prefent 
held, exercifed, and enjoyed by the affifants or 
counfellors of the faid province, conftituted and 
elected from timé to time, under the faid char- 
ter, except as herein after excepted; and’ fhall 
alfo, upon their admiffion into the faid council, 
and 
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and before they enter upon the execution of their 
offices, refpeétively take the oaths, and make, 
repeat and fubfcribe, the declarations required, 
as well by the faid charter as by any law or laws 
of the faid province now in force, to be taken 


by the affiftants or counfellors, who have been 
fo ele€ted and conftituted as aforefaid. 


Anp be it further enaéted by the authority 
aforefaid, that, from and after the firft day of 
July, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy- 
four, it fhall and may be lawful for his majefty’s 
governor, for the time being, of the faid province, 
or, in his abfence, for the lieutenant-governor, 
to nominate and appoint, under the feal of the 
province, from time to time, and alfo to remove, 
without the confent of the council, all judges of 
the inferior courts of common-pleas, commiflion- 
ers of oyer and terminer, the attorney-general, 
provofts, marfhals, juftices of the peace, and 
other officers to the council or courts of juftice 
belonging ; and that all judges im the inferior 
courts of common-pleas, commiflioners of oyer 
and terminer, the attorney-general, provolts, mar- 
fhals, juftices, and other officer fo appointed by 
the governor, or, in his abfence, by the lieute- 
nant-governor, alone, fhall and may have, hold 
and exercife, their faid offices, powers and au- 
thorities, as fully and completely, to all intents 
and purpoles, as any judges of the inferior courts 
of common-pleas, commiflioners of oyer and ter- 

miner, 


(. 209 ) 


miner, attorney-general, provofts, marfhals or 
other officers, have or might have done hereto- 
fore under the faid letters patent, in the third 
year of the reign of their late majefties King 
William and Queen Mary; any law, ftatute or 
ulage, to the contrary notwithilanding. 


Provipep always, and be it enaéted, that no- 
thing herein contained, fhall extend, or be con- 
ftrued to extend, to annul or make void, the 
commiffion granted before the faid firft day of 
July, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy- 
four, to any judges of the inferior courts of com- 
mon-pleas, commiffioners of oyer and terminer, 
the attorney-general, provofts, marthals, jultices 
of the peace, or other officers ; but that they may 
hold and exercife the fame, as if this a@ had 
never been made, until the fame fhall be deter- 
mined by death, removal by the governor, or 
other avoidance, as the cafe may happen. ~ 


Anp be it further enaéted by the authority 
aforefaid, that, from and after the faid firft day 
of July, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy- 
four, it fhall and may be lawful for his majelty’s 
governor, or, in his abfence, for the lheutenant- 
governor, for the time being, of the faid province, 
from time to time, to nominate and appoint the 
fheriffs without the confent of the council, and 
to remove fuch fheriffs with fuch confent, and 
not otherwife. 
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Anp be it further enacted by the authority 
aforefaid, that, upon every vacancy of the offices 
of chief-juftice and judges of the fuperior court 
of the faid province, from and after the faid firft 
day of July, one thoufand feven hundred and 
feventy-four, the governor for the time being, 
or, in his abfence, the licutenant-governor, with- 
out the confent of the council, fhall have full 
power and authority to nominate and appoint the 
perfons to fucceed to the faid offices, who fhall 
hold their commiflions during the pleafure ‘of his 
majefty, his heirs and fucceffors ; and that neli- 
ther the chief-juftice or judges appointed before 
the faid firft day of July, one thoufand feven 
hundred and feventy-four, nor thofe who thall 
hereafter be appointed purfuant to this act, fhall 
be removed unlefs by the order of his majeity, 

his heirs or fucceflors, under his or their fign- 


manual. 


Anp whereas, by feveral acts of the general 
court, which have been from time to time enact- 
ed and pafied within the faid province, the free- 
holders and inhabitants of the feveral townships, 
diftri&s and precincts ; qualified as is therein ex- 
preffed, are authorized to affemble together, an- 
nually or occafionally, upon notice given, in fuch 
manner as the faid acts direct, for the choice of 
fele€tmen, conftables and other officers, and for 
the making and agreeing upon fuch neceflary 

rules, orders and by-laws, for the directing, ma- 


naging and ordering, the prudential affairs of 
’ fuch 
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fiich townfhips, diftrits and precinéts, and fot 
other purpofes: and whereas, a great abufe has 
been made of the power of calling fuch meetings, 
and the inhabitants have, contrary to the defign 
of their inftitution, been mifled to treat upon 
matters of the moft general concern, and to pafs 
many dangerous and unwarrantable refolves : for 
remedy whereof, be it enaéted, that, from and 
after the faid firft day of Auguit, one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy-four, no meeting fhall 
be called by the fele€&tmen, or at the requeft of 
any number of freeholders of any townfhip, dif- 
tri@ or precinG, without the leave of the gover- 
nor, or, in his abfence, of the lieutenant-gover- 
Nor, in writing, exprefling the fpecial bufinefs 
of the faid meeting, firft had and obtained, ex- 
cept the annual meeting in the months of March 
or May, for the choice of fele€tmen, conftables 
and other officers, or except for the choice of per- 
fons to fill up the offices aforefaid, on the death 
or removal of any of the perfons firft elected to 
fuch offices, and alfo, except any meeting for the 
election of a reprefentative or reprefentatives in 
the general court ; and that no other matter fhall 
be treated of at fuch meetings, except the elec- 
tion of their aforefaid officers or reprefentatives, 
nor at any other meeting, except the bufinefs 
exprefied in the leave given by the governor, or, 
in his abfence, by the lieutenant-governor. 


Axp whereas the method at prefent ufed in 


the province of Maflachufetts-Bay, in America, 
of 


( 
of electing perfons to ferve on erand-juries, and 
other juries, by the freeholders and inhabi- 
tants of the feveral towns, affords occafion for 
many eyil practices, and tends to pervert {ie.iree 
and impartial adminiftration of jultice!s for! re 
medy whereof, be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforefaid, that, from and after the refpec- 
tive times appointed for the holding the general 
feflions of the peace in the feveral counties within 
the faid province, next after the month of Sep- 
tember, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy- 
four, the jurors to ferve at the fuperior courts of 
judicature, courts of aflize, general gaol-delivery, 
general feflions of the peace, and inferior courts 
of common-pleas, in the feveral counties within 
the faid province, fhall not be elected, nominated 
or appointed, by the frecholders and inhabitants 
of the feveral towns within the faid refpettive 
counties, nor fummoned or returned by the 
conftables of. fhe daid fowns-; Ours rust sare7n 
thenceforth, the jurors to ferve at the fuperior 
courts of judicature, courts of affize, general 
gaol-delivery, ceneral feffions of the peace, and 
inferior courts of common-pleas, within the faid 
province, fhall be fummoned and returned by the 
fheriffs.of the refpetive counties within the faid 
province; and all writs of Venire Facias, or 
other procefs or warrants, to be iffued for the 
return of jurors to ferve at the faid courts, fhall 
be directed to the fheriffs of the faid counties 
refpeatively ; any ‘law, cuftom or ufage, to the 
contrary notwithftanding. | | 
PROVIDED 


i 


ProviDED always, and be it further enacted 
by the authority aforefaid, that where-ever the 
fheriff of any county fhall happen to be a party, 
or interefted or related to any party or perfon 
interefted in any profecution or fuit depending in 
any of the faid courts; that then, in fuch cafe, 
the writ of Venire Facias, or other procefs or 
warrant for the fummoning and returning of a 
jury for the trial of fuch profecution or fuit, fhall 
be direted to, and executed by, the coroner of 
fuch county; and in cafe fuch coroner fhall be 
alfo a party, or interefted in, or related to, any 
party or perfon interefted in fuch profecution or 
fuit, then the Venire Facias, or other procefs or 
warrant, for the fummoning and return of a jury 
for the trial of fuch profecution or fuit, fhall be 
directed to, and executed by, a proper and in- 
different perfon, to be appointed for that purpofe 
by the court wherein fuch profecution or fuit 


fhall be depending. 


Anp that all fheriffs may be the better inform- 
ed of perfons qualified to ferve on juries at the 
fuperior courts of judicature, courts of affize, 
general gaol-delivery, general feffions of the 
peace, and inferior courts of common-pleas, with- 
in the faid province, be it further enaéted by 
the authority aforefaid, that the conftables of 
the refpective towns, within the feveral counties 
of the faid province, fhall, at the general feffions 
of the peace to be holden for each county, next 
after the month of September in every year, 
upon 
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upon the firft day of the faid-feflions, return 


and deliver to the juftices of the peace in open , 


court, a true lift, in writing, of the names and 
places of abode of all perfons within the reipec- 
tive towns for which they ferve, or the diftricts 
thereof, qualified to ferve upon juries, with their 
titles and additions; between the age of one and 
twenty years, and the age of feventy years; 
which faid juftices, or any two of them, at the 
faid feflions in the refpective counties, fhall caufe 
to be delivered a duplicate of the aforefaid lifts, 
by the clerk of the peace of every county, to 
the fheriffs, or their deputies, within ten days 
after fuch feflions, and cafe each of the faid lifts 
to be fairly entered in a book by the clerk of 
the peace, to be by him provided, and kept for 
that purpofe amongft the records of the faid 
court; and no fheriff fhall impafnel or return 
any perfon or perfons to ferve upon any grand- 
jury or petit-jury whatfoever, in any of the faid 
courts that fhall not be named ot mentioned in 
fach lift: and, to prevent a failure of juftice, 
through the negle& of conttables to make fuch 
veturns of perfons qualified to ferve on juries, as 
in and by this act is directed, the clerks of the 
peace of the faid feveral counties are hereby requir- 
ed and commanded, twenty days at leaft next be- 
fore the month of September, yearly and every 
year, to iflue forth precepts or warrants, under 
their refpetive hands and feals, to the refpective 
conftables of the feveral towns within the faid 
refpective counties, requiring them and every of 

them, 
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them, to make fuch return of perfons qualified 
to ferve upon juries as hereby refpectively direct- 
ed; and every conftable failing at any time to 
make and deliver fuch return to the juftices in 
open court, as aforefaid, fhall forfeit and incur 
the penalty of five pounds fterling to his majefty 
and his fucceffors; to be recovered by bill, plaint 
or information, to be profecuted in any of the 
courts aforefaid ; and in order that the conftables 
may be the better enabled to make complete hits 
of all perfons qualified to ferve on juries, the 
con{tables of the feveral towns fhall have free l- 
berty, at all feafonable times, upon requeft by 
them made to any officer or officers, who fhall 
have in his or their cultody any book or account 
of rates or taxes on the frechoders or inhabitants 
within fuch refpeCtive towns, to infpect the fame, 
and take from thence the names of fuch perfcns 
qualified to ferve on juries, dwelling within the 
tefpeGive towns for which fuch lifts are to be 
given in and returned purfuant to this a@; and 
fhall,.in the month of September, yearly and 
every year, upon two or more Sundays, fix upon 
the door of the church, chapel, and every other 
publick place of religious worfhip within their 
refpective precinéts, a true and exact lift of all 
fuch perfons intended to be returned to the faid 
general feflions of the peace, as qualified to ferve 
on juries, purfuant to the directions of this ad; 
and leave, at the fame time, a duplicate of fuch 
dift with the town-clerk of the faid place, to be 
perufed by the frecholders.and inhabitants there- 
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of, to the end, that notice may be given of per- 
fons duly qualified who are omitted, or of perfons 
inferted by miftake who ought to be omitted out 
of fuch lifts; and it fhall and may be lawful to 
and for the juftices, at the general {effions of the 
peace to which the faid lifts fhall be fo returned, 
upon due proof made before them of any perfon 
or perfons duly qualified to ferve on juries being 
omitted in fuch lifts, or of any perfon or perfons 
being inferted therein who ought to have been 
omitted, to order his or their name or names to 
be inferted or ftruck out, as the cafe may re- 
quire: and in cafe any conftable fhall wilfully 
omit, out of fuch lilt, any perfon or perfons, 
whofe name or names ought to be inferted, or 
fhall wilfully infert any perfon or perfons who 
ought to be omitted, every conftable fo offend- 
ing, fhall, for every perfon fo omitted or inferted 
in fuch lift, contrary to the true intent and mean- 
ing of this act, be fined by the faid juftices, in 
the faid general feflions of the peace, in the fum 
of forty fhillings flerling. 


ProvipED always, and be it enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, that in cafe default fhall at 
any time hereafter be made, by any conitable 
or conftables, to return lifts of perfons qualified 
to ferve on juries within any of the faid towns 


to the faid court of general feflions of the peace 3 


then, and in fuch cafe, it {hall and may be law- 
ful for the fheriff of the county, i which fuch 


default fhall be made, to fummon and return to 
the 


Orrell 
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the feveral courts aforefaid, or any of them, fuch 
and fo many perfons dwelling in fuch towns, or 
the diftriats thereof, qualified to ferve on juries, 
as he fhall think fit, to ferve on juries at fuch re- 
fpective courts; any thing herein contained to 
the contrary thereof in anywife notwithftanding. 


Anp be it further enaéted by the authority 
aforefaid, that every fummons of any perfon, to 
ferve upon any of the juries at the faid courts, 
or any of them, fhall be made by the fheriff, or 
_ other perfon, ten days at leaft before the holding 
of every fuch court; and in cafe any juror, fo 
to be fummoned, be abfent from the ufual place 
of his habitation at the time of fuch fummons, 
notice of fuch fummons {hall be given by leaving 
a note in writing, under the hand of fuch fhe. 
riff or perfon, containing the contents thereof, 
at the dwellinghoufe of fuch juror, with fome 
perfon inhabiting in the fame. 


PRovVIDED always, and be it further enacted 
by the authority aforefaid, that in cafe a fufi- 
cient number of perfons. qualified to ferve on 
juries fhall not appear at the faid courts, or any 
of them, to perform the fervice of grand or petit- 
jurors; that then, and in fuch cafe, it fhall be 
lawful for the faid court to iffue a writ or precept 
to the fheriff, requiring him to fummon a fuffi- 
cient number of other perfons qualified to ferve 
on juries immediately at fuch court; and fuch 


perfons 
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perfons are hereby required to appear and ferve 
as jurors at the faid courts accordingly. 


Amp be it further enacted by the authority 
aforefaid, that no perfon who fhall ferve as a jU- 
ror, at any of the fid courts, fhall be liable to 
ferve again as a juror at the fame court, or any 
other of the courts aforefaid, for the fpace of 
three years then next following, except upon 


fpecial juries. 
Anp, in order that fheriffs may be informed 

of the perfons who have ferved as jurors, it iS 
hereby further enacted by the authority aforefaid, 

that every fheriff fhall prepare and keep a book 

or regilter, wherein the names of all fuch per- 

fons who have ferved as jurors, with their addi- 
tions and places of abode, and the times when, 
and the courts in which they ferved, fhall be al- 
phabetically entered and regiftered, which books 
of regifters fhall, from time to time, be delivered 
over to the fucceeding fheriff of the faid county, 
within ten days after he fhall enter upon his of- 
fice ; and every juror who fhall attend and ferve 
at any of the courts aforefaid, may, at the expi- 
ration of the time of holding every fuch court, 
upon application to the fheriff or his’ deputy, 
have a certificate, immediately, gratis, from the 
fheriff or his deputy, teftifying fuch his attend- 
ance and fervice 3 which faid certificate the faid 
fheriff, or his deputy, is required to give to every 


fuch juror. 
AND 
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Anp be it further enaéted by the authority 
aforefaid, that if, by reafon of challenges or 
otherwife, there fhall not be a fufficient number 
of jurors for the trial of any profecution for any 
mifdemeanor, or any action depending in any of 
the faid courts; then, and in fuch cafe, the jury 
fhall be filled up de Talibus Circumftantibus, to 
be returned by the fheriff, unlefs he be a party, 
or interefted, or related to any party or perfon 
interefted in fuch profecution or ation; and, in 
any of which cafes, to be returned by the coro- 
ner, unlefs he be a party, or interefted or related 
to any party or perfon interefted in fuch profecu- 
tion or action ; and, in any of thefe cafes, to be 
returned by a proper and indifferent perfon, to 
be appointed by the court for that purpofe. 


Anp be it further enacted by the authority 
aforefaid, that in cafe any perfon fummoned to 
ferve upon the grand or petit-jury, at any of the 
courts aforefaid, or upon the jury in any profe- 
cution, action or fuit, depending in any of the 
faid courts, fhall not appear and ferve at the faid 
courts, according to the faid fummons, (not having 
any reafonable excufe, to be allowed by the judges 


or juttices at fuch court) he fhall be fined by the | 


judges or juftices of fuch court in any fum not 
exceeding the fum of ten pounds, nor lefs than 
twenty fhillings {terling. 


AnD be it further enacted by the authority 
aforefaid, that every fheriff, or other officer, to 
whom 
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whom the Venire Facias, or other procefs or war- 
rant, for the trial of caufes, or fummoning of 
juries, fhall be direGted, fhall, upon his return to 
every fuch writ, or other procefs or warrant, 
(unlefs in cafes where a fpecial jury fhall be 
{truck by order or rule of court, purfuant to this 
aét) annex a pannel to the {aid writ, or procefs, 
or warrant, containing the chriftian and fur- 
names, additions and, places of abode, of a com- 
petent number of jurors, named in fuch lifts, 
which number of jurors fhall not be lefs than 
twenty-four, nor more than forty-eight, without 
diretion of the judges or juftices of fuch court 
or fefion, or one of them, who are hereby re- 
fectively empowered and required, if he or they 
fee caufe, by order, under his or their refpec- 
tive hand or hands, to direct a greater number 3 
and then fuch number,as fhall be fo directed fhall 
be the number to be returned to ferve on fuch 


jury. 


Anp be it further enacted by the authority 
aforefaid, that for the trials of all actions or fuits 
depending in any of the faid courts, the name of 
each and every perfon who fhall be fummoned 
and returned as aforefaid, with his addition, and 
the place of his abode, fhall be written in feve- 
ral and diftin@ pieces of parchment or paper, 
being all as near as may be of equal fize and 
bignels, and {hall be delivered unto the officer to 
be appointed by the court for that purpofe, by the 
fheriff, under-fheriff, or fome agent of his; and 
fhall, 
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ihall, by direGtion and care of fuch officer, be 
rolled up all as near as may be, in the fame map. 
ner, and put together in a box or glafs, to be 
provided for that purpofe ; and when any caufe 
fhall be brought on to be tried, fome indifferent 
perfon, by direction of the court, may and fhall, 
in open court, draw out twelve of the faid parch- 
ments or papers, one after another, and if any 
of the perfons, whofe names fhall-be fo drawn, 
fhall not appear, or fhall be challenged, and fuch 
challenge allowed, then fuch perfon fhall pro- 
ceed to draw other parchments or papers from 
the faid box, till twelve indifferent perfons fhall 
be drawn; which twelve indifferent perfons, be- 
ing {worn, fhall be the jury to try the faid caufe: 
and the names of the perfons fo drawn and fworn 
fhall be kept apart by themfelves, in fome other 
box or glafs, to be kept for that purpofe, till 
fuch jury fhall have given in their verdi@, and 
the fame is recorded, or until fuch jury thall, by 
confent of the parties, or leave of the court, be 
difcharged; and then the fame names fhall be 
rolled up again, and returned to the former box 
or glafs, there to be kept, with the other names 
remaining at that time undrawn, and fo toties 
quoties, as long as any caufe remains then to be 
tried. 


Anp be it further enaéted by the authority 
aforefaid, that it fhall and may be lawful to and 
for the fuperior court of alfize, and court of 
common-pleas, upon motion made on behalf of 
his 
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his majefty, lis heirs or fucceflors, or on the mo- 
tion of any profecutor or defendant, in any in- 
di&ment or information for any mifdemeanor 
depending, or to be brought or profecuted in 
the faid court, or on the motion of any plaintiff 
or plaintiffs, defendant or defendants in any achi- 
on, caufe or fuit whatfoever, depending, or to be 
brought and carried on in the faid court, and the 
faid court is hereby authorized and required, 
upon motion as aforefaid, in any of the cafes be- 
fore-mentioned, to order and appoint a jury to be 
fruck for the trial of any ifiue, joined in any 
of the faid cafes, and triable by a jury of twelve 
men, by fuch officer of the faid court, as the 
court fhall appoint; and for that purpofe the 
therif, or his deputy, fhall attend fuch officer 
with the duplicate of the lifts of perfons qualified 
to ferve on juries; and fuch officer fhall there- 
upon take down, in writing, from the faid dupli- 
cate, the names of forty-eight perions qualified to 
ferve on juries, with their additions, and places 
of abode, a copy whereof {hall forthwith be de- 
livered to the profecutors or plaintiffs, their at- 
tornies or agents, and another copy thereof to 
the defendants, their attornies or agents, in fuch 
profecutions and caufes; and the faid officer of 
the court aforefaid fhall, at a time to be fixed 
by him for that purpofe, ftrike out the names of 
twelve of the faid perfons, at the nomination of 
the profecutors or plaintiffs, their attornies or 
agents, and alfo the names of twelve others of 
the faid perfons, at the nomination of the faid 
defendants 
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defendants in fuch profecutions and fuits, and 
the twenty-four remaining perfons {hall be ftruck 
and fummoned, and returned to the faid court as 
jurors, for the trial of fuch iffues, 


Provipep always, that in cafe the profecu- 
tors or plaintifls, or defendants, their attornies 
or agents, fhall negle@ or refufe to attend the 
officer at the time fixed for ftriking the names of 
twenty-four perfons as aforefaid, or nominate the 
perfons to be ftruck out; then, and in fuch cafe, 
the faid officer fhall, and he is hereby required 
to ftrike out the names of fuch number of the 
faid perfons as fuch profecutors or plaintiffs, or 
defendants, might have nominated to be ftruck 
out. 


Anp be it further enacted, that the perfon or 
party who fhall apply for fuch fpecial jury as 
aforefaid, fhall not, only bear and pay the fecs for 
ftriking fuch jury, but fhall alfo pay and difcharge 
all the expences occafioned by the trial of the 
caule by fuch fpecial jury, and fhall not have any 
further or other allowance for the fame, upon 
taxation of cofts, than fuch perfon or party would 
be entitled unto, in cafe the caufe had been 
tried by a common jury, unlefs the judge, before 
whom the caufe is tried, fhall, immediately after 
the trial, certify, in open court, under his hand, 
upon the back of the record, that the fame was 
a caufe proper to be tried by a fpecial jury. 


AND 
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Anp be it further enaéted by the authority 
aforefaid, that in all aétions brought in any of 
the faid courts, where it fhall appear to the court 
in which fuch aétions are depending, that it will 
be proper and neceflary that the jurors who are 
to try the iffues in any fuch actions, fhould have 
the view of the mefluages, lands or place in quel- 
tion, in order to their better underftanding the 
evidence that will be given upon the trial of 
fuch iffues, in every fuch cafe the ref{pective 
courts in which fuch aétions fhall be depending 
may order the jury to the place in queftion, who 
then and there {hall have the matters in queftion 
fhewn them by two perfons to be appointed by 
the court: and the {pecial cofts of all fuch views 
as allowed by the court, fhall, before the trial, be 
paid by the party rwho moved for the view, (the 
adverfe party not confenting thereto ;) and fhall, 
at the taxation of the bill of cofts, have the 
fme allowed him, upon his recovering judg- 
ment in {uch trial; and upon all views with the 
confent of parties, ordered by the court, fhall, be- 
- fore trial, be equally paid by the faid parties ; and 
in the taxation of the bill of cofts, the party reco- 
vering judgment fhall have the fum by him paid 
allowed to him ; any law, ufage or cuftom, to the 
contrary notwithftanding. 


Anp be it further enaéted by the authority 
aforefaid, that if any action fhall be brought 
againft any fheriff, for what he fhall do in execu- 
ion, or by virtue, of this adt, he may plead the 
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general iffue, and give the fpecial matter in evi- 


dence; and if a verdi@ fhall be found for him, 
he fthall recover treble cofts. 


NOR SHMM TIA AP vig eo e6: 


An af for the impartial adminiftration of suftice in 
the cafes of perfons queftioned for any acts done 
by them in the execution of the law, or for the 
Suppreffion of riots and tumults, in the province 
of the Maffachufetts-Bay, in New-England. 


SN Midnite in his majefty’s province of 
Maflachufetts-Bay, in New-England, an 


attempt hath lately been made to throw of the au- 
thority of the parliament of Great-Britain over the 
{aid province, and an aGtual and avowed refiftance, 
by open force, to the execution of certain aéts of 
parliament, hath been fuffered to take place, un- 
controled and unpunifhed, in defiance of his ma- 
jefty’s authority, and to the utter fubverfion of all 
lawful government: and whereas, in the prefent 
difordered ftate of the faid province, it is of the 
utmoft importance to the general welfare thereof, | 
and to the re-eftablithment of lawful authority 
throughout the fame, that neither the magiftrates 
acting in fupport of the laws, nor any of his ma- 
jefty’s fubjects aiding and afhifting them therein, 
or in the fuppreflion of riots and tumults, raifed 
in oppofition to the execution of the laws and 
ftatutes of this realm, fhould be difcouraged from 
Pol the 
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the proper difcharge of their duty, by an appre- 


henfion, that in cafe of their being queftioned for 
any acts done therein, they may be liable to be 
brought to trial for the fame before perfons who 
do not acknowledge the validity of the laws, in 
the execution whereof, or the authority of the 
magiftrate in the fupport of whom, fuch ats had 
Keen done: in’ order therefore to remove every 
fuch difcouragement from the minds of his ma- 
jefty’s fubjecis, and to induce them, upon all pro- 
per occafions, to exert themfelves in fupport of 
the publick peace of the province, and of the 
authority of the King and parliament of Great- 
Britain over the fame; Be it enacted by the 
King’s moft excellent majefty, by and with the 
advice and confent of the lords fpiritual and tem- 
oral, and commons, in this prefent parliament 
affembled, and by the authority of the fame, that 
if any inguifition or ‘ndi@ment fhall be found, or 
if any appeal fhall be {ued or preferred again{t 
any perfon, for murder or other capital offence, 
in the province of the Maflachuletts-Bay, and it 
fhall appear, by information given upon oath to 
the governor, or vn his abfence, to the heutenant- 
governor of the faid province, that the fact was 
committed by the perfon againft whom fuch in- 
quifition ot indictment fhall be found, or againft 
whom fuch appeal fhall be {ued or preferred, as 
aforefaid, either in the execution of his duty as a 
magiftrate, for the fuppreffion of riots, cr in the 
f{upport of the laws of the revenue, or in acting 


in his duty as an officer of revenue, OF in acting 
under 
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under the direction and order of any magiftrate 
for the fuppreflion of riots, or for carrying into 
effect the laws of revenue, or in aiding and aflift- 
ing in any of the cafes aforefaid; and if it fhall 


alfo appear, to the fatisfaétion of the faid gover-_ 


nor, -or lieutenant-governor refpectively, that an 
indifferent trial cannot be had within the faid 
province, in that cafe, it fhall and may be lawful 
for the governor, or lieutenant-governor, to di- 
rect, with the advice and confent of the council, 
that the inquifition, indi€tment, or appeal, fhall 
be tried in fome other of his majefty’s colonies, 
or in Great-Britain; and for that purpofe, to or- 
der the perfon againft whom fuch inguifition or 
indiétment fhall be found, or againft whom fuch 
appeal fhall be fued or preferred, as aforefaid, to 
be fent, under fufficient cuftody, to the place ap- 
pointed for his trial, or to admit fuch perfon to 
bail, taking a recognizance, (which the faid go- 
vernor, or, in his abfence, the licutenant-gover- 
nor, is hereby authorized to take) from fuch 
perfon, with fufficient fureties, to be approved of 
by the faid governor, or, in his abfence, the lieu- 
tenant-governor, in fuch fums of money as the 
faid governor, or, in his abfence, the lieutenant- 
governor, fhall deem reafonable, for the perfonal 
appearance of fuch perfon, if the trial fhall be ap- 
pointed to be had in any other colony, before the 
governor, or lieutenant-governor, or commander 
in chief of fuch colony ; and if the trial fhall be 
appointed to be had in Great-Britain, then before 
his majefty’s court of king’s bench, at atime to 
be 
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be mentioned in fuch recognizances ; and the 
-overnor, or lieutenant-governor, oF commander 
vn chief of the colony where fuch trial fhall be 
appointed to be had, or court of king’s bench, 
where the trial is appointed to be had in Great- 
Britain, upon the appearance of fuch perfon, ac- 
cording to fuch recognizance, or in cuftody, fhall 
either commit fuch perfon, or admit him to bail, . 
until fuch trial; and which the faid governor, of 
lieutenant-governor, o£ commander in chief, and 
court of king’s bench, are hereby authorized and 


empowered to do, 


Anp, to prevent a failure of juitice, from the 
want of evidence on the trial of any fuch inqui- 
fition, indi€tment or appeal, be it further enacted, 
that the governor, or, im his abfence, the heute- 
nant-governor, fhall, and he is hereby authorized 
and required to bind in recognizances to his 
majefty all fuch witneffes as the profecutor or per- 
fon againft whom fuch inquifition or indictment 
{hall be found, or appeal fued or preferred, fhall 
defire to attend the trial of the faid inquifition, 
‘ndi€tment or appeal, for their perfonal appear- 
ance, at the time and place of fuch trial, to give 
evidence: and the faid governor, or, in his ab- 
fence, the lieutenant-governor, fhall thereupon 

appoint a reafonable fum to be allowed for the 
expences of every fuch witnefs, and thereupon 
give to each witnefs a certificate, in writing, 
under his hand and feal, that fuch witnefs has 


entered into a recognizance to give evidence, 
and 
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and {pecifying the fum allowed for his expences, 
and the collector and collectors of the cuftoms, 
or one of them, within the faid province, upon 
the delivery of fuch certificate, are and is hereby 
authorized and required, forthwith to pay to fuch 
witnefs the fum fpecified therein for his expences. 


Anp be it further enaéted by the authority 
aforefaid, that all profecutors and witnefles, who 
fhall be under recognizances to appear in any of 
his majefty’s colonies in America, or Great-Bri- 
tain, in purfuance of this aét, fhall be free from 
all arrefts and reftraints, in any action or fuit to 
be commenced again{ft them during their going 
to fuch colony, or coming to Great-Britain, and 
their neceflary {tay and abiding there, on occa- 
fion of fuch profecution, and returning again to 
the faid province of the Maflachufetts- Bay. 


Anp be it further enacted by the authority 
aforefaid, that all and every his majefty’s jultices 
of the peace, and other juftices and coroners, be- 
fore whom any perfon fhall be. brought, charged 
with murder, or other capital crime, where it 
fhall appear by proof, on oath, to fuch juftices or 
coroners, that the fact was committed by fuch 
perfon either in the execution of his duty as a 
magiftrate, for the fuppreflion of riots, or in the 
fupport of the laws of revenue, or in aéting in 
his duty as an officer of revenue, or in acting un- 
der the direction and order of any magiftrate, for 
the fuppreffion of riots, or for the carrying into 

effect 
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effect the laws of revenue, or in aiding and affiitt-. 
ing in any of the cafes aforelaid, are hereby au- 
thorized and required to admit every fuch perfon 
fo brought before him or them, as aforefaid, to 
bail; any law, cuftom or ufage, to the contrary 
thereof in anywife notwith{tanding. 


Anp be it further enacted by the authority 
aforefaid, that where it fhall be made appear to 
the judges or jultices of any court, within the 
{aid province of Maffachufetts-Bay, by any perfon, 
againft whom any inquifition or indiétment fhall 
be found, or appeal fued or preferred for murder, 
or other capital crime, that the fact was commit- 
ted by fuch perfon, either in the execution of his 
duty as a magiftrate, for the {upprefiion of riots, 
or in the fupport of the laws of revenue, or in 
adting in his duty as an officer of revenues, or in 
acting under the direction and order of any ma- 
giftrate, for the fuppreflion of riots, or for the 
carrying into effec the laws of revenue, or aid- 
ing and aflifting in any of the cafes aforefaid, 
and that he intends to make application to the 
governor, or lieutenant-governor of the faid pro- 
vince, that fuch inquifition, indi€tment or appeal, 
may be tried in fome other of his majefty’s colo- 
nies, or in Great-Britain, the faid judges or juftices 
are hereby authorized and required to adjourn or 
poftone the trial of fuch inquifition, indictment 
or appeal, for a reafonable time, and admit the 
perfon to bail, in order that he may make appli- 
cation to the governor, or heutenant-governor, 
for the purpofe aforefaid. AND 
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Anp be it further enacted, that the governor, 
or, in his abfence, the lieutenant-governor, if 
he fhall dire& the trial to be had in any other of 
his majefty’s colonies, fhall tranfmit the inquifiti- 
on, indictment or appeal, together with the re- 
-cognizances of the witneffes, and other recogni- 
zances, under the feal of the province, to the 
governor, or lieutenant-governor, or commander 
in chief of fuch other colony, who fhall immedi- 
ately iffue a commiffion of oyer and terminer, 
and deliver, or caufe to be delivered, the faid in- 
quifition, indictment or appeal, with the faid 
recognizances, to the chief-juftice, and fuch other 
perfons as have ufually been commiffioners of oyer 
and terminer, juftices of aflize, or general gaol- 
delivery there ; who fhall have power to proceed 
upon the faid inquifition, indiétment or appeal, 
as if the fame had been returned, found, or pre- 
ferred before them ; and the trial fhall thereupon 
proceed in like manner, to all intents and pur- 
pofes, as if the offence had been committed in 
fuch place: and in cafe the governor, or, in his 
abfence, the lieutenant-governor, fhall direct the 
trial to be had in Great-Britain, he fhall then 
tran{mit the inquifition, indi€tment or appeal, to- 
gether with the recognizances of the witnefles, 
and other recognizances, under the feal of the 
province, to one of his majefty’s principal fecre- 
taries of ftate, who fhall deliver, or caufe to be 
delivered, the fame, to the mafter of the crown- 
office, to be filed of record in the court of king’s- 
bench, and the inquifition, indi€ment or appeal, 


fhall 
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{hall be tried and proceeded upon, in the next 
term, or at fuch other time as the court fhall ap- 
point, at the bar of the court of king’s-bench, in 
the like manner, to all intents and purpofes, as 
*f the offence had been committed in the county 
of Middlefex, or in any other county of that part 
of Great-Britain, called England, where the court 
of king’s-bench fhall fit, or elfe before fuch 
commiffioners, and in fuch county, in that part 
of Great-Britain, called England, as fhall be 
affigned by the King’s majelty’s commiflion, in 
like manner and form, to all intents and purpoles, 
as if fuch offence had been committed in the 
fame county where fuch inquifition, indictment 


or appeal, fhall be fo tried. 


Anp be it enaéted by the authority aforefaid, 
that in cafe, on account of any error or defect 
in any indictment, which, in virtue or under the 
authority of this act, fhall be tranfmitted to any 
other colony, or to Great-Britain, the fame fhall 
be quafhed, or judgment thereon arrefted, or 
fuch indi€tment adjudged bad upon demurrer, it 
fhall and may be lawful to prefer a new indict- 
ment or indi€tments againft a perfon or perfons 
accufed in the faid colony, to which fuch indiét- 
ment, fo quafhed or adjudged bad, fhall have 
been tranfmitted, or before the grand jury of 
any county in Great-Britain, in cafe fuch former 
indi@tment fhall have been tranfmitted to Great- 
Britain, in the fame manner as could be done in 


cafe the party accufed fhould return to the place 
where 


a 
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where the offence was committed ; and the grand.. 
jury and petit-jury of fuch other colony or coun- 
ty in Great-Britain fhall have power to find and 
proceed upon fuch indiétment or indi€tments, in 
the fame manner as if the offence, by fuch in- 
dictment or indiétments charged, had been com- 
mitted within the limits of the colony or county 
for which fuch juries {hall refpectively be impan- 
nelled to ferve. 


Awnp be it further ena&ed by the authority 
aforefaid, that this a@t, and every claufe, provifi- 
on, regulation, matter and thing, herein contain- 
ed, fhall commence and take effe& upon the firft 
day of June, one thoufand feven hundred and 
feventy-four ; and be and continue in force, for 
and during the term of three years. 


Wht hed Bee aad dad i ce aa 


Fripay, Oober 14, 1774. 


Tue Congrefs met according to adjournment, 
and ‘refuming the confideration of the fubject 
under debate—made the following declaration 
and refolves : 


HEREAS, fince the clofe of the laft 
war, the Britifh parliament claiming a 
power, of right, to bind the people of America 
by ftatutes, in all cafes whatfoever, hath in fome 
Gg acts 
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aéts exprefsly impofed taxes on them, and in 
ethers, under various pretences, but in fact for 
the purpofe of raifing a revenue, hath impofed 
rates and duties payable in thefe colonies, efta- 
blifhed a board of commiflioners with unconfti- 
tutional powers, and extended the jurifdiction of 
courts of admiralty, not only for collecting the 
{aid duties, but for the trial of caufes merely arif- 
ing within the body of a county. - 


Anp whereas, in confequence of other ftatutes, 
judges, who before held only eftates at will im. 
their offices, have been made dependant on the 
crown alone for their falaries, and {ftanding ar-. 
mies kept, in times of peace: and whereas it 
has lately been refolved in parliament, that by 
force of a ftatute, made in the thirty-fifth year 
of the reign of King Henry the eighth, colonilts 
may be tranfported to England and tried there 
upon accufations for treafons and mifprifions, or 
concealments of treafons committed in the colo- 
nies ; and, by a late {tatute, fuch trials have been 
direéted in cafes therein mentioned. 


Awnp whereas in the laft feflion of parliament, 
three ftatutes were made; one entitled, ¢ An act 
¢to difcontinue in fuch manner, and for fuch 
¢ time as are therein mentioned, the landing and 
¢ difcharging, lading or {hipping of goods, wares 
¢and merchandize, at the town, and within the 
¢ harbour of Bofton, in the province of Maflachu- 


¢ fetts-Bay, in North-America 2 another entitled, 
* An 


C 25 4 


¢ An a& for the better regulating the government 
“of the province of the Mafiachufetts-Bay, in 
* New-England :’ and another entitled, « An a& 
‘for the impartial adminiftration of juftice, in 
‘ the cafes of perfons queftioned for any a& done 
* by them in the execution of the law, or for the 
* fuppreffion of riots and tumults, in the province 
‘of the Maflachufetts-Bay, in New-England :? 
and another ftatute was then made, © for making 
“more effeual provifion for the government of 
‘the province of Quebec,” &c. All which {ta- 
tutes are impolitick, unjuft and cruel, as well as 
unconftitutional, and moft dangerous and de- 
ftrulive of American rights, 


Anp whereas affemblies have been frequently 
diflolved, contrary to the rights of the people, 
when they attempted to deliberate on grievances ; 
and their dutiful, humble, loyal and reafonable 
petitions to the crown for redrefs, have been re- 
peatedly treated with contempt by his miajelty’s 
minifters of ftate. 


Tue good people of the feveral colonies of 
New-Hamphhire, Maflachufetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland 
and Providence Plantations, Conne@icut, New- 
York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, New-Caftle, Kent 
and Suffex on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North-Carolina and South-Carolina, jutily alarm- 
ed at thefe arbitrary proceedings of parliament 
and adminiftration, have feverally eleGted, contti- 
tuted and appointed deputies to meet and fit in 
| general 
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general Congrefs in the city of Philadelphia, in 
order to obtain fuch eftablifhment, as that their 
religion, laws and liberties, may not be fubverted : 
whereupon the deputies fo appointed, being now 
affembled, in a full and free reprefentation of 
thefe colonies, taking into their moft ferious 
confideration. the beft means of attaining the 
ends aforefaid, do, in the firft, place, as Englifh- 
men, their anceftors, in like cafes have ufually 
done, for afferting and vindicating their rights 
and liberties, DECLARE, 


Tuar the inhabitants of the Englith colonies 
sn North-America, by the immutable laws of 
nature, the principles of the Englifh conflitution, 
and the feveral charters or compacts, have the 
following rights : | 


ResoLvep, nem.-con.,1. That they are, en- 
titled to life, liberty and property : and they have 
never ceded to any fovereign power whatever, a 
right to difpofe of either without their confent.., 


ResouvepD, nem. con. 2. Thatour anceftors, 


who firft fettled thefe colonies, were at the time: 


of their emigration from the mother-country, en- 


titled. to all the rights, liberties, and immunities: 


of free and natural-born.fubjects, within the 


realm of England. 


ReEsoLvep, nem. con. 3. That by fuch. emi-. 


gration they by no means forfeited, furrendered, 
or 


Se ae — 
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or loft any of thofe rights, but that they were, 
and their defcendants now are, entitled to the 
exercife and enjoyment of all fuch of them, as 
their local and other circumftances enable them 
to exercife and enjoy. 


REsotvep, 4. That the foundation of Eng- 
lith liberty, and of all free government, is a right 
in the people to participate in their legiflative- 
council: and as the Englith colonifts are not re- 
prefented, and from their local and other circum. 
ftances cannot properly be reprefented in. the 
Britith parliament, they are entitled to a free and 
exclufive power of legiflation in their feveral 
provincial, legiflatures, where their right of re- 
prefentation can alone be preferved, in all cafes 
of taxation and internal, polity, fubje& only to 
the negative of their fovereign, in, fuch manner 
as has been heretofore ufed and accuftomed: 
but, from the neceflity of the.cafe, anda regard 
to the mutual interefts of both countries, we 
cheerfully confent to the operation of fuch. aéts 
of the Britifh, parliament,. as are bona. fide, re- 
{trained to the regulation of our external. com- 
merce, for the purpofe of fecuring the commer- 
cial advantages of the whole empire to the mo- 
ther-country, and the commercial benefits of its 
refpective members, excluding every idea of taxa- 
tion internal or; external, for railing. a revenue 
on the fubjects in America without their confent. 


Resotvep, nem. con. 5. That the refpective 
yao colonies 
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colonies are entitled to the common law of Eng- 
land, and more efpecially to the great and inefti- 
mable privilege of being tried by their peers of 
the vicinage, according to the courfe of that 
law. 


ResoLvep, 6. That they are entitled to the 
benefit of fuch of the Englifh ftatutes, as exifted 
at the time of their colonization ; and which they 
have, by experience, refpeCtively found to be 
applicable to their feveral local and other circum- 
ftances. : als 


REsoLvep, nem. con. 7. That thefe, his Ma- 
jefty’s, colonies are likewife entitled to all the © 
immunities and privileges granted and confirmed 
to them by royal charters, or fecured by their 
feveral codes of provincial laws. | 


i 


REsoLvep, nem. con. 8. That they have? a 
right peaceably to affemble, confider of their 
erievances, and petition the King ; and. that alk 
profecutions, prohibitory proclamations, and com- 
mitments for the fame, are illegal. | 


REsoLVvED, nem. con. 9. That the keeping 2 
{tanding army in thefe colonies, in times of peace, 
without the confent of the legiflature of that 
colony in which fuch army is kept, is againft 
law. | | 9 


RESOLVED, nem. com. 1o, It is indifpenfibly 
neceflary 
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neceflary to good government, and rendered ef- 
fential by the Englith conftitution, that the con- 
ftituent branches of the legiflature be independent 
of each other; that, therefore, the exercife of 
legiflative power in feveral colonies, by a council 
appointed, during pleafure, by the crown, is un- 
conftitutional, dangerous, and deftrudtive to the 
freedom of American legiflation. 


Aut and each of which the aforefaid deputies, 
in behalf of themfelves, and their conftituents, 
do claim, demand and infift on, as their indu- 
bitable rights and liberties; which cannot be 
legally taken from them, altered or abridged by 
any power whatever, without their own con- 
fent, by their reprefentatives in their feveral 
provincial legiflatures. 


In the courfe of our inquiry, we find many 
infringements and violations of the foregoing 
rights; which, from an ardent defire that har- 
mony and mutual intercourfe of affe@tion and 
intereft may be reftored, we pafs over for the 
prefent, and proceed to ftate fuch aés and 
mealures as have been adopted fince the laf war, 
which demonftrate a fyftem formed to enflave 
America. 


RESOLVED, nem. con. That the following 
atts of parliament are infringements and viola- 
tions of the rights of the colonifts ; and that the 
repeal of them is effentially neceflary, in order 
fo 


to reftore harmony between Great-Britain and 
the American colonies, viz. | 


Tue feveral aéts of 4 Geo. Ill. ch. 15. and 
ch. 34.—5 Geo. Ill. ch. 25.—6 Geo. HI. ch. 
s2.—7 Geo. Kil. ch. 41. and ch. 46.—8 Geo. 
HIT. ch. 22. which impofe duties for the purpofe 
of raifing a revenue in America, extend the 
power of the admiralty-courts beyond their an- 
cient limits, deprive the American fubje&t of 
trial by jury, authorize the judges certificate to 
indemnify the profecutor from damages, that 
he might otherwife be liable to, requiring Op- 
preflive fecurity from a claimant of fhips and 
goods feized, before he fhall be allowed to defend — 
his property, and are fubverfive of American 


rights. 


Aso tre “Geol Tih ch."24. “entitled, © An att 
‘ for the better fecuring his majefty’s dock-yards, 
¢ magazines, fhips, ammunition and ftores,’ which 
declares a new offence in America, and deprives 
the American fubje&t of a conftitutional trial by 
jury of the vicinage, by authorizing the trial of 
any perfon charged with the committing any of- 
fence defcribed in the faid a& out of the realm, 
to be indiéted and tried for the fame in any fhire 
or county within the realm. 


Axso the three aéts paffed in the laft feffion 
of parliament, for flopping the port and blocking 


up the harbour of Bofton, for altering the charter 
and 
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and government of Maffachufetts-Bay, and that 
which is entitled, * An act for the better admi- 
‘niftration of juftice,’ &c. 


Aso the a paffed in the fame feffion for 
eftablifhing the Roman Catholick religion in the 
province of Quebec, abolifhing the equitable 
fyitem of Englifh laws, and ereéting a tyranny 
there, to the great danger, (from fo total a dif- 
fimilarity of religion, law and government) of 
the neighbouring Britith colonies, by the afift- 
ance of whofe blood and treafure the faid country 
was conquered from France. 


Aso the aét paffed in the fame feffion for the 
better providing fuitable quarters for officers and 
foldiers in his majefty’s fervice in North-America. 


Auso, that the keeping a ftanding army in f{e- 
veral of thefe colonies, in time of peace, without 
the confent of the legiflature of that colony in 
which fuch army is kept, is againft law. 


To thefe grievous a@s and meafures Ameri- 
cans cannot fubmit, but in hopes their fellow- 
fubjects in Great-Britain will, on a revifion of 
them, reftore us to that ftate, in which both 
countries found happinefs and profperity, we 
have for the prefent only refolved to purfue the 
following peaceable meafures: 1. To enter into 
a non-importation, non-confumption, and non- 
exportation agreement or aflociation. 2. To 

Tian prepare 
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prepare an addrefs to the people of Great-Britain, 
ond a memorial to the inhabitants of Britifh 
America. And, 3. To prepare a loyal addrefs to 
his majefty ; agreeable to refolutions already 
entered into. 


N.-Ovd BE. . Vine P-A GE 23- 


To the KIN G’s moft excellent MayesTY- 


Most GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN, 


rE, your majefty’s faithful fubjedts of the 

colonies of New-Hampfhire, Maflachu- 
fetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantati- 
ons, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jerfey, Penn- 
fylvania, the counties of New-Caftle, Kent and 
Suffex on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North- 
Carolina-and South-Carolina, in behalf of our- 
felves and the inhabitants of thefe colonies, who- 
have deputed us to reprefent them in general 
Congrefs, by this our humble petition, beg leave 
to lay our grievances before the throne. 


A sTanpine army has been kept in thefe co- 
lonies ever fince the conclufion of the late war, 
without the confent of our aflemblies ; and this 
army, with a confiderable naval armament, has. 
been employed to enforce the collection of taxes. 


Tue authority of the commander in chief, and 
under him of the brigadiers-general has, in time 


of 
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of peace, been rendered fupreme in all the civil 
governments in America. 


THe commander in chief of all your maje. 
fty’s forces in North-America has, in time of 
peace, been appointed governor of a colony. 


Tue charges of ufual offices have been greatly 
increafed ; and new, expenfive and oppreffive 
offices have been multiplied. 

| 

THE judges of admiralty and vice-admiralty- 
courts are empowered to receive their falaries 
and fees from the effects condemned by them. 
felves. 


Tue officers of the cuftoms are empowered 
to break open and enter houfes without the au- 


thority of any civil magiftrate founded on legal 
information, 


Tue judges of courts of common law have 
been made entirely dependant on one part of 
the legiflature for their falaries, as well as for the 
duration of their commiffions. — 


Counsexuors holding their commiffions dur- 
ing pleafure exercife legiflative authority. 


Humsre and reafonable petitions from the 
reprefentatives of the people have been fruitlefs. 


THE 
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Tue agents of the people have been difcoun- 
tenanced, and governors have been inftructed to 


prevent the payment of their falaries. 


AssremBiies have been repeatedly and injuri- 
oufly diffolved. 


Commerce has been burdened. with many 
ufelefs and oppretlive reftrictions. 


By feveral acts of parliament made in the 
fourth, fifth, fixth, feventh and eighth years of 
your majelty’s reign, duties are impofed on us, 
for the purpofe of raifing a revenue and the 
powers of admiralty and vice-admiralty-courts 
are extended beyond their ancient limits, where- 
by our property ig taken from us without our 
confent, the trial by jury in many civil cafes is 
abolifhed, enormous forfeitures are. incurred for 
‘flight offences, vexatious informers are exempted 
from paying damages, to which they are jufily 
liable, and oppreflive fecurity is required from 
owners before they are allowed to defend their 


right. 


Boru houfes of parliament have refolved, that 
colonifts may be tried in England for offences 
alleged to have been committed in America by 
virtue of a ftatute pafled in the thirty-fifth year 

- of Henry the eighth ; and in confequence thereof 
attempts have been made to enforce that ftatute.: 


A STATUTE 
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A STATUTE was pafled in the twelfth year of 
your majelly’s reign, directing, that perfons 
charged with committing any offence therein 
defcribed, in any place out of the realm, may be 
indicted and tried for the fame, in any fhire or 
county within the realm, whereby inhabitants of 
thefe colonies may, in fundry cafes by that fta- 
tute made capital, be deprived of a trial by their 
peers of the vicinage. 


in the laft feffion of parliament, an act was 
pafled for blocking up the harbour of Bofton; 
another empowering the governor of the Mafla- 
chufetts-Bay to fend perfons indicted for murder 
in that province to another colony, or even to 
Great-Britain for trial, whereby fuch offenders 
may efcape legal punifhment ; a third for altering 
the chartered conititution of government in that 
province ; and a fourth for extending the limits 
of Quebec, abolifhing the Englifh and reftoring 
the French laws, whereby great numbers of Bri- 
tifh freemen are fubjected to the latter, and efta- 
blifhing an abfolute government and the Roman 
Catholic religion throughout thofe vaft regions, 
that border on the wefterly and northerly bounda- 
ries of the free, proteftant, Englifh fettlements ; 
and a fifth for the better providing fuitable quar- 
ters for officers and foldiers in his majefty’s fer- 
vice in North-America. \ 


To a fovereign who glorics in the name of 
Briton ; the bare recital of thefe acts muft, we 
prefume, 


C 246 ) 


prefume, juftify the loyal fubje@s, who fly to the 
foot of his throne, and implore his clemency for 
protection againft them. 


From this deftruétive fyftem of colony-admi- 
niftration, adopted fince the conclufion of the 
laft wat, have flowed thofe diftrefles, dangers, 
fears and jealoufies, that overwhelm your maje- 
fty’s dutiful colonifts with affliétion : and we defy 
our moft fubtle and inveterate enemies to trace 
the unhappy differences between Great-Britain 
and thefe colonies, from an earlier period, or 
from other caufes than we have affigned. Had 
they proceeded on our part from a reftlefs levity of 
temper, unjuft impulfes of ambition, or artful fug- 
eeftions of feditious perfons, we fhould merit the 
epprobrious terms frequently beltowed upon us 
by thofe we revere. But fo far from promoting 
innovations, we have only oppofed them; and 
can be charged with no offence, unlefs it be one 
to receive injuries, and be fenfible of them. 


Hap our Creator been pleafed to give us ex- 
iftence in a land of flavery, the fenfe of our con- 
dition might have been mitigated by ignorance 
and habit. But thanks be to his adorable good- 
nefs, we were born, the heirs of freedom, and 
ever enjoyed our right under the aufpices of your 
royal anceftors, whofe family was feated on the 
Britith throne, to refcue and fecure a pious and 
gallant nation from the popery and defpotifm of 
a fuperftitious and inexorable tyrant. Your ma- 
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jelly, we are confident, juftly rejoices, that your 
title to the crown is thus founded on the title of 
your people to liberty ; and therefore we doubt 
not but your royal wildom muft approve the fen- 
fibility, that teaches your fubjects anxioufly to 
guard the blefling they received from Divine Pro- 
vidence, and thereby to prove the performance 
of that compa@, which elevated the illuftrious 
houfe of Brunfwick to the imperial dignity it 
now pofleffes, 


Yue apprehenfion of being degraded into a 
ftate of fervitude, from the pre-eminent rank of 
Englith freemen, while our minds retain the 
ftrongeft love of liberty, and clearly forefee the 
miferies preparing fer us and our pofterity, ex- 
cites emotions in our breafts, which though we 
cannot defcribe, we fhould net with to conceal. 
Feeling as men, and thinking as fubjeéts in the 
manner we do, filence would be difloyalty. By 
giving this faithful information, we do all in 
our power to promote the great objects of your 
royal cares, the tranquility of your government 
and the welfare of your people. 


Duty to your majefly, and regard for the 
prefervation of ourfelves and our pofterity, the 
primary obligations of nature and fociety, com- 
mand us to entreat your royal attention ; and 
as your majefty enjoys the fignal diftinGtion of 
reigning ever freemen, we apprehend the lan- 
guage of freemen cannot be difpleafing. Your 


royal 
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royal indignation, we hope, will rather fall on 
thofe defigning and dangerous men, who dar- 
ingly interpofing themfelves between your royal 
perfon and your faithful fubje&ts, and for feve- 
ral years paft inceflantly employed to diflolve 
the bonds of fociety, by abufing your majefty’s 
authority, mifreprefenting your American fub- 
jects, and profecuting the moft defperate and ir- 
ritating projects of oppreffion, have at length 
compelled us, by the force of accumulated, in- 
juries too fevere to be any longer tolerable, to 
difturb your majefty’s repofe by our complaints. 


Tuese fentiments are extorted from hearts, 
that much more willingly would bleed in your 


“majefty’s fervice. Yet fo greatly have we been 


mifreprefented, that a neceflity has been alleged 
of taking our property from us without our con- 
fent, ‘ to defray the charge of the adminiftration 
‘ of juftice, the fupport of civil government, and 
¢the defence, protection and fecurity, of the 
‘colonies.’ But we beg leave to affure your 
majefty, that fuch provifion has been, and will 
be made for defraying the two ‘firft articles, as 
has been and fhall be judged, by the legiflatures 
of the feveral colonies, juft and fuitable to their 
refpective circumftances: and for the defence, 
protection and fecurity, of the colonies, their 
militias, if properly regulated, as they earneitly 
defire may immediately be done, would be fully 
fufficient, at leaft in times of peace; and in cale 
of war, your faithful colonifts will be ready and 
willing, 
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willing, as they have ever been, when conftitu- 
tionally required, to demonftrate their loyalty 
to your majefty, by exerting their mof fire- 
nuous efforts in granting fupplies and raifing 
forces. Yielding to no Britith fubje&s in affec- 
tionate attachment to your majefty’s perfon, 
family and government; we too dearly prize 
the privilege of exprefiing that attachment by 
thofe proofs, that are honourable to the prince 
who receives them, and to the people who give 


them, ever to refign it to any body of men upon 
earth. 


Hap we been permitted to enjoy, in quiet, 
the inheritance left us by our forefathers, we 
fhould, at this time, have been peaceably, cheer- 
fully and ufefully employed in recommending 
ourfelves, by every teftimony of devotion, to 
your majefty, and of veneration to the {tate, from 
which we derive cur origin. But though now 
expofed to unexpected and unnatural fcenes of 
diftrefs by a contention with that nation, in 
whofe parental guidance on all important af- 
fairs we have hitherto, with filial reverence, con- 
{tantly trufted, and therefore can derive no in- 
ftruction in our prefent unhappy and perplexing 
circumftances from any former experience ; yet, 
we doubt not, the purity of our intention, and 
the integrity of our condudt, will juftify us at 
that grand tribunal, before which all mankind 
mut fubmit to judgment. 


Ti We 
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We afk but for peace, liberty and fafety. 
We wifh not a diminution of the prerogative, 
nor do we folicit the grant of any new right in. 
our favour. Your royal authority over us, and 
our conneétion with Great-Britain, we fhall al- 
ways carefully and zealouily endeavour to fupport 


and maintain. 


Fiitiep with fentiments of duty to your ma- 
jefty and of affection to our parent {tate, deeply 
imprefled by our education, and ftrongly con- 
firmed by our reafon, and anxious to evince the 
fincerity of thefe difpofitions, we prefent this 
petition only to obtain redrefs of grievances, 
and relief from fears and jealoufies, occafioned 
by the fyftcm of ftatutes and regulations adopted 
fince the clofe of the late war, for raifing a re- 
venue in America—extending the powers of 
courts of admiralty and vice-admiralty—trying 
perfons in Great-Britain for offences alleged to 
be committed in America—affecting the pro- 
vince of Maffachufetts-Bay— and altering the go- 
vernment, and extending the limits, of Quebec ; 
by the abolition of which fyftem, the harmony 
between Great-Britain and thefe colonies, fo ne- 
ceflary to the happinefs of both, and fo ardently 
defired by the latter, and the ufwal intercourfes, 
will be immediately reftored. In the magnani- 
mity and juftice of your majefty and parliament 

we confide for a redrefs of our other grievances, 

trufting, that when the caufes of our apprehen- 


fions are removed, our future conduct will prove 
us 


() See 
us not unworthy of the regard we have been ac- 
cultomed, in our happier days, to enjoy. For, 


appealing to that Being who fearches thoroughly ° 


the hearts of his creatures, we folemnly profefs, 
that our councils have been influenced by no 
other motive, than a dread of impending deftruc- 
tion. 


Permit us then, motft gracious fovercign, in 
the name of all your faithful people in America, 
with the utmoft humility, to implore you, for the 
honour of Almighty Gop, whofe pure religion 
our enemies are undermining; for your glory, 
which can be advanced only by rendering your 
fubjects happy, and keeping them united ; for 


‘the interefts of your family, depending on an_ 


adherence to the principles that enthroned It 5 
for the fafety and welfare of your kingdoms and 


dominions, threatened with almoft unavoidable | 
2) 


dangers and diftreffes—that your majelty, as the 
loving father of your whole people, connected 
by the fame bonds of law, loyalty, faith and 
blood, though dwelling in various countries, will 
not fuffer the tranfcendant relation formed by 
thefe ties to be farther violated, in uncertain 
expectation of effedts, that, if attained, never can 
compeniate for the calamities through which 
they muft be gained. 


We, therefore, moft earneftly befeech your 
majelty, that your royal authority and interpo- 
{ition 
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fition may be ufed for our relief; and that a 
gracious anfwer may be given to this petition. 


Tuat your majefly may enjoy every felicity 
through a long and glorious reign over loyal 
and happy fubjects, and that your defcendants 
may inherit your profperity and dominions till 
time fhall be no more, is, and always will be, 
our fincere and fervent prayer. 


NO. Ts B oR Rae bag: 
Tuurspay, October 20, 1774. 


Tue affociation being copied, was read and 
figned at the table—and is as follows : 


rE, his majefty’s moft loyal fubjedts, the 
Y delegates of the feveral colonies of New- 
Hamphhire, Maflachufetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland, Con- 
necticut, New-York, New-Jeriey, Pennfylvania, 
the Three Lower Counties of New-Caftle, Kent 
and Suffex on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North-Carolina and South-Carolina, deputed to 
reprefent them in a continental Congrefs, held in 
the city of Philadelphia, on the fitth day of Sep- 
tember 1774, avowing our allegiance to his ma- 
jefty, our affection and regard for our fellow- 
fubje€ts in Great-Britain and elfewhere, affected 
with the deepeft anxiety, and moft alarming ap- 
prehenfions at thofe grievances and diftreffes 
. with 
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with which his majefty’s American fubjeés are 
opprefied ; and, having taken under our moft fe- 
rious deliberation the ftate of the whole conti- 
nent, find, that the prefent unhappy fituation of 
our affairs is occafioned by a ruinous fyftem of 
colony-adminiftration, adopted by the Britifh mi- 
niftry about the year 1763, evidently calculated 
for enflaving thefe colonies, and, with them, the 
Britifh empire. In profecution of which fyftem, 
various aéts of parliament have been paffed for 
raifing a revenue in America; for depriving the 
American fubjeéts, in many inftances, of the 
conftitutional trial by jury ; expofing their lives 
to danger, by direGing a new and illegal trial 
beyond the feas, for crimes alleged to have been 
committed in America: and, in profecution of the 
fame fyftem, feveral late, cruel, and opprefiive 
acts have been paffed refpecting the town of Bof- 
ton and the Maflachufetts-Bay; and alfo an act 
for extending the province of Quebec, fo as to 
border on the weftern frontiers of thefe colonies, 
eftablifhing an arbitrary government therein, and 
difcouraging the fettlement of Britith fubjeGts in 
that wide extended country. Thus, by the influ- 
ence of evil principles and ancient prejudices, to 
difpofe the inhabitants to a&t with hoftility againft 
the free Proteftant colonies, whenever a wicked 
miniftry fhall choofe fo to dire& them. 


To obtain redrefs of thefe grievances, which 
threaten deftruction to the lives, liberty, and 
property of his majefty’s fubje@s in North-Ame- 


ICA, 
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rica, we are of opinion, that a non-importation, 
non-confumption, and non-exportation, agree- 
ment, faithfully adhered to, will prove the moft 
fpeedy, effectual, and peaceable meafure ; and 
therefore we do, for ourfelves and the .inhabi- 
tants of the feveral colonies, whom we reprefent, 
firmly agree and affociate, under the facred ties 
of virtue, honour, and love of our country, as 
follows : 


First, That, from and after the firft day of 
December next, we will not import into Britifh 
America, from Great-Britain or Ireland, any 
goods, wares or merchandize whatfoever, or 
from any other place any fuch goods, wares or 
merchandize, as fhall have been exported from 
Great-Britain or Ireland; nor will we, after that 
day, import any Eaft-India tea from any part of 
the world; nor any molafles, firups, paneles, 
coffee or pimenta, from the Britifh plantations, 
or from Dominica; nor wines from Madeira, 
or the Weftern Iflands ; nor foreign indigo. 


Seconp, We will neither import, nor pur- 
chafe, any flave imported after the firft day of 
December next; after which time we will wholly 
difcontinue.the flave-trade, and will neither be 
concerned in it ourfelves, nor will we hire our 
veflels, nor fell our commodities or manufactures 
to thofe who are concerned in it. 


Turrp, As a non-confumption agreement, 
’ ftrialy 
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ftrictly adhered to, will be an effectual fecurity 
for the obfervation of the non-importation, we, 
as above, folemnly agree and affociate, that, 
from this day, we will not purchafe or ufe any 
tea imported on account of the Eaft-India com- 
pany, or any on which a duty hath been or fhall 
be paid; and, from and after the firft day of 
March next, we will not purchafe or ufe any 
Eaft-India tea whatever; nor will we, nor {hall 
any perion for or under us, purchafe or ufe any 
of thofe goods, wares or merchandize, we have 
agreed not to import, which we fhall know, or 
have caufe to fufpeé, were imported after the 
firft day of December, except fuch as come 
under the rules and directions of the tenth article 
hereafter mentioned. 


Fourtu, The earneft defire we have not to 
injure our fellow-fubjets in Great-Britain, Ire- 
land or the Weft-Indies, induces us to fufpend 
a non-exportation until the tenth day of Septem- 
ber 17753 at which time, if the faid aés and 
parts of acts of the Britifh parliament herein af- 
ter mentioned are not repealed, we will not di- 
rectly or indirectly export any merchandize or 
commodity whatfoever to Great-Britain, Ireland 
or the Weit-Indies, except rice to Europe. | 


Firru, Such as are merchants, and ufe the 
Britifh and Irifh trade, will give orders, as foon 
as poffible, to their faors, agents and corre- 
fpondents, in Great-Britain and Treland, not to 
{hip 
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fhip any goods to them, on any pretence what- 
{oever, as they cannot be received in America; 
and if any merchant, refiding in Great-Britain 
or Ireland, fhall dire€tly or indirectly fhip any 
goods, wares or merchandize, for America, in 
order to break the faid non-importation agree- 
ment, or in any manner contravene the fame, 
on fuch unworthy condu€ being well attefted, 
it ought to be made publick; and, on the fame 
being fo done, we will not from thenceforth 
have any commercial connection with fuch 
merchant. 


SixtH, That fuch as are owners of veflels 
will give pofitive orders to their captains, or 
mafters, not to receive on board their veflels 
any goods prohibited by the faid non-importati- 
on agreement, on pain of immediate difmiflion 
from their fervice. 


SEVENTH, We will ufe our utmoft endeavours 
to improve the breed of fheep, and increafe their 
number to the greateft extent, and, to that end, 
we will kill them as fparingly as may be, elpe- 
cially thofe of the molt profitable kind; nor will 
we export any to the Welt-Indies or elfewhere 5 
and thofe of us, who are or may become over- 
ftocked with, or can conveniently fpare any fheep, - 
will difpofe of them to our neighbours, efpecially 
to the poorer fort, on moderate terms. 


FErguTu, We will, in our feveral ftations, 
encourage 
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encourage frugality, ceconomy and induftry ; 
and promote agriculture, arts, and the manu- 
fatures of this country, efpecially that of wool; 
and will difcountenance and difcourage every 
fpecies of extravagance and diflipation, efpecially 
all horfe-racing, and all kinds of gaming, cock- 
fighting, exhibitions of thews, plays, and other 
expenfive diverfions and entertainments. And, 
on the death of any relation or friend, none of 
us, or any of our families, will go into any fur- 
ther mourning-drefs than a black crape or riband 
on the arm or hat for gentlemen, and a black 
riband and necklace for ladies, and we will dif- 
continue the. giving of gloves and fearfs at fu- 
nerals. 


Nintru, Such as are venders of goods or 
merchandize will not take advantage of the f{car- 
city of goods that may be occafioned by this 
affociation, but will fell the fame at the rates we 
have been refpe&ively accuftomed to do, for 
twelve months laft paft._—And if any vender of 
goods or merchandize fhall fell any fuch goods 
on higher terms, or fhall in any manner, or by 
any device whatfoever, violate or depart from 


‘this agreement, no perfon ought, nor will any 


of us deal with any fuch perfon, or his, or her 
factor or agent, at any time thereafter, for any 
eommodity whatever. 


Tentu, In cafe any merchant, trader, or 
other perfons, fhall import any goods or mer- 
k chandize 
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chandize after the firft day of December, and 

pefore the firft day of February next, the fame 

ought forthwith, at the election: of the owner, 

to be either refhipped or delivered up to the 

committee of the county, or town wherein they 

fhall be imported, to be ftored at the rifk of 
the importer, until the non-importation agrec- 
ment {hall ceafe, or be fold under the dire&tion 
of the committee aforefaid ; and in the laft men- 
tioned cafe, the owner or owners of fuch goods 
fhall be reimburfed (out of the fales) the firft coft 
and charges, the profit, if any, to be applied to- 
wards relieving and employing fuch poor inhabi- 
tants of the town of Bofton, as ate immediate 
fufferers by the Bofton port-bill; and a particu- 
lar account of all goods fo returned, ftored or 
fold, to be inferted in the publick papers ; and if 
any goods or merchandizes fhall be imported 
after the faid firft day of February, the fame 
ought forthwith to be fent back again, without 
breaking any of the packages thereof. 


ELevenTH, That a committee be chofen in 
every county, city ana, town, by thofe who are 
qualified to vote for reprefentatives in the legifla- 
ture, whofe bufinefs ‘t {hall be attentively to ob- 
ferve the condué of all perfons touching this 
affociation ; and when it fhall be made to appeat 
to the fatisfa@tion of a majority of any fuch com- 
mittee, that any perfon within the limits of their 
appointment has violated this aflociation, that 


fuch majority do forthwith caufe the truth of the 
cafe. 
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cafe to be publifhed in the Gazette, to the end, 
that all {uch foes to the rights of Britifh America 
may be publickly known, and univerfally con- 
temned as the enemies of American liberty; and 
thenceforth we refpetively will break off all 
dealings with him or her. 


TwerLrtu, That the committee of correfpond- 
ence in the refpective colonies do frequently in- 
{pect the entries of their cuftom-houfes, and in- 
form each other from time to time of the true 
ftate thereof, and of every other material circum- 
{tance that may occur relative to this affociation. 


THIRTEENTH, That all manufaGures of this 
country be fold at reafonable prices, fo that no 
undue advantage be taken of a future {carcity 
of goods. 


FourTeEnTH, And we do further agree and 
refolve, that we will have no trade, commerce, 
dealings or intercourfe whatfoever, with any 
colony or province, in North-America, which 
fhall not accede to, or which fhall hereafter vio- 
late this affociation, but will hold them as un- 
worthy of the rights of freemen, and as inimical 
to the liberties of their country. 


AnD we do folemnly bind ourfelves and our 
con{tituents, under the ties aforefaid, to adhere 
to this aflociation until fuch parts of the fevera 


acts of parliament paffed fince the clofe of the 
laft 
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laf war, as impofe or continue duties on ted, 
wine, molaffes firups, paneles, coffee, fugars 
pimenta, indigo, foreign paper, glals, and paint- 
ers colours, imported into America, and extend 
the powers of the admiralty-courts beyond their 
ancient limits, deprive the American fubject of 
rial by jury, authorize the judge’s certificate to 
indemnify the profecutor from damages, that he 
might otherwife be liable to from. a trial by his 
peers, require oppreflive fecurity from a claimant 
of fhips or goods feized, before he fhall be al- 
lowed to defend his property, are repealed ——And 
until that part of the aét of the 12. Geo. Ill. ch. - 
24. entitled, ¢ An act for the better fecuring his ma- 
¢ jefty’s dock-yards, magazines, fhips, ammunitl- 
‘on and ftores,’ by which any perions, charged 
with committing any of the offences therein de- 
{cribed, in America, may be tried in any ‘hire 
or county within the realm, is repealed —And 
until the four aéts paffed in the laft {effion of par- 
liament, viz. that for {topping the port and block- 
ing up the harbour of Bofton—that for altering 
the charter and government of the Maflachufetts- 
Bay—and that which is entitled, * An a& for the 
‘ better adminiftration of juftice,’ &c.—and that 
¢ for extending the limits of Quebec,’ &c. are 
And we recommend it to the provin- 
cial conventions, and to the committees in the 
refpeftive colonies, to eftablifh fuch farther regu- 
lations as they may think proper, for carrying 
into execution this affociation. 


repealed. 


THE 
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Tue foregoing affociation being determined 
upon by the Congrefs, was ordered to be fub- 
feribed by the feveral members thereof; and 
thereupon we have hereunto fet our refpedtive 
names accordingly. 


In Congrefs, Philadelphia, OGober 24. 


Signed, 
PEYTON RANDOLPH, prefident. 


.¢ John Sullivan, 
New-HaMPsHire, Sa Folfom. 


( Thomas Cufhing, 

> Samuel Adams, 

\ John Adams, 

| Robert-Treat Paine. 


; Stephen Hopkins, 
Samuel Ward. 

Eliphalet Dyer, 
ConnecrTicurT, Roger Sherman, 
Silas Deane. 


Ifaac Low, 

john Alfop, 
John Jay, 

j James Duane, 
; William Floyd, 
Henry Wifner, 


S. Boerum, 
(Philip Livingfton. 


MaAssAcCHUSETTS-Bay, 


Ruope-IsLanp, 


New-York, 


New-Jerszy, 


( 


New-JERSEY, 


PENNSYLVANIA, 


New-CASTLE, &c. 


» 


MARYLAND, 


VIRGINIA, 


\ 


NorTH-CAROLINA, 


262 


) 


James Kinfey, 
William Livingfton, 
Stephen Crane, 

| Richard Smith, 

L John De-Hart. 
Jofeph Galloway, 
John Dickinfon, 
Charles Humphreys, 
Thomas Mifflin, 
Edward Biddle, 
John Morton, 

\ George Rofs. 

Ceefar Rodney, 
Thomas M‘Kean, 
George Read. 
( Matthew Tilghman, 
‘ Thomas Johnfon, 
4 William Paca, 
| Samuel Chafe. 
Gece wae Lee, 
George Wafhington, 
Jee Henry, jun. 
' Richard Bland, 
| Benjamin Harrifon, 
UBanurid Pendleton. 
William Hooper, 
Jofeph Hewes, 
R. Cafwell. 


SouTH-CAROLINA, 
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¢ Henry Middleton, 
| Thomas Lynch, 
SouTH-CaROLINA, 4 Chriftopher Gadfden, 
Hem Rutledge, 
_LEdward Rutledge. 


Ni Oee tila Vil. PAGE :23. 


To the PEOPLE of GRE AT-BRITAIN, from 
the DELEGATES, appointed by the feveral 
Englifh colonies of New-Hampfhire, Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland and Providence Planta- 
tions, Connecticut, New-York, New-Ferfey, Penn- 
Sylvania, The Lower Counties on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, and South- 
Carolina, to confider of their grievances in Gx- 
NERAL Coneress, at Philadelphia, September 
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Frrenps and FELLow-SuBjeEcrs, 


HEN a nation, led to greatnefs by the 

hand of liberty, and poffeffed of all the 
glory that heroifm, munificence, and humanity 
can beftow, defcends to the ungrateful tafk of 
forging chains for her friends and children, and 
inftead of giving fupport to freedom, turns advo- 
cate for flavery and oppreffion, there is reafon to 
fufpect fhe has either ceafed to be virtuous, or 


been extremely negligent in the appointment of 
her rulers, 


In 
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In almoft every age, in repeated conflicts, in 
long and bloody wars, as well civil as foreign, 
againft many and powerful nations, again{t the 
open affaults of enemies, and the more danger- 
ous treachery of friends, have the inhabitants 
of your ifland, your great and glorious ancef- 
tors, maintained their independence, and tranf- 
mitted the rights of men and the bleflings of © 
liberty to you their pofterity. 


Be not furprized therefore, that we, who are 
defcended from the fame common anceftors ; 
that we, whofe forefathers participated in all 
the rights, the liberties and the conftitution, 
you fo juftly boaft, and who have carefully con- 
veyed the fame fair inheritance to us, guaran- 
tied by the plighted faith of government, and 
the moft folemn compacts with Britifh fove-- 
reigns, fhould refufe to furrender them to men, 
who found their claims on no principles of rea- 
fon, and who profecute them with a defign, 
that by having our lives and property in their 
power, they may with the greater facility enflave | 
you. 


(a 


Tue caufe of America is now the object of 
univerfal attention: it has at length become very 
ferious: This unhappy country has not only 
been opprefied, but abufed and mifreprefented ; 
and the duty we owe to ourfelves and pofterity, 
to your intereft, and the general welfare of the 
Britifh empire, leads us to addrefs you on this 
very important fubject. » Know 
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Know then, that we confider ourfelves, and 
do infift that we are and ought to be, as free as 
our fellow-fubjects in Britain, and that no power 
on earth has a right to take our property from 
us without our confent. 


Tuat we claim all the benefits fecured to the 
fubject by the Englifh conftitution, and particu- 
larly that ineftimable one of trial by jury. 


Tuat we hold it effential to Englifh liberty, 
that no man be condemned unheard, or punifhed 
for fuppofed offences, without having an opportu- 
nity of making his defence. 


Tuar we think the legiflature of Great-Bri- 
tain is not authorized by the conftitution to efta- 
blith a religion fraught with fanguinary and im- 
pious tenets, or to ere@& an arbitrary form of 
government in any quarter of the globe. Thefe 
rights we, as well as you, deem facred. And 
yet, facred as they are, they have, with many 
others, been repeatedly and flagrantly violated. 


ARE not the proprietors of the foil of Great- 
Britain lords of their own property? Can it be 
taken from them without their confent? Will 
they yield it to the arbitrary difpofal of any man, 


or number of men whatever ?—You know they 
will not. 


Wuy then are the proprietors of the foil of | 
l America 
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America lefs lords of their property than you 
are of yours, or why fhould they fubmit it to 
the difpofal of your parliament, or any other 
parliament, or council in the world, not of their 
eleGion? Can the intervention of the fea that 
divides us, caufe difparity in rights, or can any 
reafon be given why Englifh fubjects, who live - 
three thoufind miles from the royal palace, 
fhould enjoy lefs liberty than thofe who are three 
hundred miles diftant from it ! 


Reason looks with indignation on fuch dif- 
tinétions, and freemen can never perceive their 
propriety. And yet, however chimerical and un- 
juft fuch difcriminations are, the parliament aflert 
that they have a right to bind us in all cafes 
without-exception, whether we confent or not 5 
that they may take and ufe our property when 
and in what manner they pleafe; that we are 


penfioners on their bounty for all that we poffels, ° 


and can hold it no longer than they vouchfafe to 
permit. Such declarations we confider as here- 
fies in Englith politicks, and which can no more 
operate to deprive us of our preperty, than the 
‘ aterdiats of the Pope can diveft Kings of fcep- 
tres, which the laws of the land and the voice of 
the people have placed in their hands. 


Ar the conclufon of the late wat--a wee ren- 
dered glorious by the abilities and integrity of a 
minifter, to whofe efforts the Britifh empire 


owes its fafety and its fame—at the conclufion 
Cc 
OL 
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of this war, which was fucceeded by an inglori- 
ous peace, formed under the aufpices of a mini- 
{ter of principles, and of a family unfriendly to 
the Proteftant caufe, and inimical to liberty— 
We fay at this period, and under the influence 
of that man, a plan for enflaving your fellow- 
fubjects in America was concerted, and has ever 
fince been pertinacioufly carrying into execution. 


Prior to this era you were content with draw- 
ing from us the wealth produced by our com- 
merce. You reftrained our trade in every way 
that could conduce to your emolument. You 
exercifed unbounded fovereignty over the fea. 
You named the ports and nations to which alone 
our merchandize fhould be carried, and with 
whom alone we fhould trade; and though fome 
‘of thefe reftriGtions were grievous, we neverthe- 
lefs did not complain; we looked up to you as 
to our parent-{tate to which we were bound by 
the ftrongeft ties—and were happy in being in- 
ftrumental to your profperity and your grandeur. 


We call upon you yourfelves, to witnefs our 
loyalty and attachment to the common interett 
of the whole empire. Did we not, in the laft war, 
add all the ftrength of this vaft continent to the 
force which repelled our common enemy? Did 
we not leave our native fhores and meet difeafe 
and death, to promote the fuccefs of Britith arms 
in foreign climates? Did you not thank us for 
our zeal, and even reimburfe us large fums of 
money 


KC) 268) ) 


money which you confefled we had advanced 
beyond our proportion, and far beyond our 
abilities ?—You did. 


To what caufes, then, are we to attribute the 
fudden change of treatment, and that fyftem of 
flavery which was prepared for us at the reftora- 
tion of peace? 


Berore we had recovered from the diftreffes 
which ever attend war, an attempt was made to 
drain this country of all its money, by the op- 
preflive ftamp-act. Paint, glafs, and other com- 
modities which you would not permit us to 


purchafe of other nations, were taxed; nay, ~ 


although no wine is made in any country fub- 
je@t to the Britifh fate, you prohibited our pro- 
curing it of foreigners without paying a tax 
impofed by your parliament on all we imported. 
Thefe and many other impofitions were laid upon 
us moft unjuftly and unconftitutionally, for the 
exprefs purpofe of raifing a revenue.—In order to 
filence complaint, it was, indeed, provided that 
thig revenue fhould be expended in America for 
its proteCtion and defence.—Thefe exactions, 
however, can receive no juftification from a pre- 
tended neceflity of protecting and defending us. 
They are lavifhly fquandered on court-favourites 
and minifterial dependants, generally avowed 
enemies to America, and employing themfelves, 
by partial reprefentations, to traduce and embroil 
the colonies.’ For the neceflary fupport of go- 
vernment 
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vernment here, we ever were and ever fhall be 
ready to provide. And whenever the exigencies 
of the ftate may require it, we fhall, as we have 
heretofore done, cheerfully contribute our full 
proportion of men and money. ‘To enforce this 
unconttitutional and unjuft fcheme of taxation, 
every fence that the wifdom of our Britifh an- 
ceftors had carefully erected again arbitrary 
power, has been violently thrown down in Ame- 
rica, and the ineftimable right of trial by jury 
taken away in cafes that touch both life and pro- 
perty.—It was ordained that whenever offences 
fhould be committed in the colonies again{t par- 
ticular acts impofing various duties and reftri€tions 
upon trade, the profecutor might bring his ac- 
tion for the penalties in the courts of admiralty ; 
by which means the fubjeét loft the advantage of 
being tried by an honeft uninfluenced jury of 
the vicinage, and was fubje&ted to the fad ne- 
ceflity of being judged by a fingle man, a crea- 
ture of the crown, and according to the courfe 
of a law which exempts the profecutor from the 
trouble of proving his accufation, and obliges 
the defendant either to evince his innocence or 
to fuffer. To give this new judicatory the greater 
importance, and as if with defign to proteét falfe 
accufers, it is further provided, that» the judge’s 
certificate of there having been probable caufes 
of feizure and profecution, fhall proteé the pro- 
fecutor from aétions at common law for recovery 
of damages. 


By 
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By the courfe of our law, offences committed 
sn fuch of the Britifh dominions in which courts 
are eftablifhed, and juftice duly and regularly 
adminiftered, fhall be there tried by a jury of the 
vicinage. There the offenders and the witnefles 
are known, and the degrce of credibility to be 
given to their teftimony, can be afcertained. 


Iw all thefe colonies, juftice is regularly and 
impartially adminiftered, and yet, by the con- 
ftruction of fome, and the direction of other acts 
of parliament, offenders are to be taken by force, 
together with all fuch perfons as may be pointed 
out (as witneffes, and carried to England, there 
to be tried in a diftant land, by a jury of ftran- 
gers, and fubject to all the difadvantages that 
refult from want of friends, want of witnefles, 
and want of money. 


Wren the defign of raifing a revenue from 
the duties impofed on the importation of tea in- 
to America had in great meafure been rendered 
abortive by our ceafing to import that commo- 
dity, a fcheme was concerted by the miniftry with 
the Eaft-India company, and an act pafled en- 
abling and encouraging them to tranfport and 
vend it in the colonies. Aware of the danger 
of giving fuccefs to this infidious manoeuvre, and 
of permitting a precedent of taxation thus to 
be cftablifhed among us, various methods were 
adopted to elude the ftroke. ‘The people of Bof- 


ton, then ruled by a governor, whom, as well as 
his 
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his predeceffor fir Francis Bernard, all America 
confiders as her enemy, were exceedingly embar- 
rafled. The fhips which had arrived with the 
tea, were by his management prevented from 
returning.—The duties would have been paid; 
the cargoes landed and expofed to fale; a go- 
vernor’s influence would have procured and pro- 
tected many purchafers. While the town was 
fufpended by deliberations on this important fub- 
ject, the tea was deftroyed. Even fuppofing a 
trefpafs was thereby committed, and the proprie- 
tors of the tea entitled to damages—the courts 
of law were open, and judges appointed by the 
crown prefided in them.—The Eaft-India compa- 
ny, however, did not think proper to commence 
any fuits, nor did they even demand fatisfaQion 
either from individuals or from the community 
in general. he miniftry, it feems, officioufly 
made the cafe their own, and the great council 
of the nation defcended to intermeddle with a 
difpute about private property.—Divers papers, 
letters, and other unauthenticated ex parte evi- 
dence were laid before them ; neither the perfons 
who deftroyed the tea, nor the people of Bofton, 
. were called upon to anfwer the complaint. The 
miniftry, incenfed by being difappointed in a 
favourite fcheme, were determined to recur from 
the little arts of finefle, to open force and unman- 
ly violence. The port of Bofton was blocked 
up by a fleet, and an army placed in the town. 
Their trade was to be fufpended, and thoufands 
reduced to the neceiflity of gaining fubfiftence 
from 
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from charity, till they fhould fubmit to pafs un- 
der the yoke, and confent to become flaves, by 
confefling the omnipotence of parliament, and 
acquiefcing in whatever difpofition they might 
think proper to make of their lives and property. 


Ler juftice and humanity ceafe to be the 
boaft of your nation! confult your hiftory—ex- 
amine your records of former tranfactions 5 nay, 
turn to the annals of the many arbitrary {tates 
and kingdoms that furround you, and fhew us 
a fingle inftance of men being condemned to 
fuffer for imputed crimes, unheard, unqueftioned, 
and without even the fpecious formality of a trial 5 
and that too by laws made exprefsly for the pur- 
pofe, and which had no exiftence at the time of 
the fa& committed. If it be difficult to recon- 
cile thefe proceedings to the genius and temper 
of your laws and conftitution, the tafk will be- 
come more arduous, when we call upon our mi- 
nifterial enemies to juftify, not only condemning 
men untried and by hearfay, but involving the 
innocent in one common punifhment with the 
guilty, and for the a&t of thirty or forty, to bring 
poverty, diftrefs and calamity, on thirty thou- 
{and fouls, and thofe not your enemies, but your 
friends, brethren, and fellow-fubjects. 


Ir would be fome confolation to us, if the 
catalogue of American opprefiions ended here. 
It gives us pain to be reduced to the neceflity of 
reminding you, that under the confidence re- 
pofed 
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poled in the faith of government, pledged in a 
royal charter from a Britith foveretgn, the fore- 
fathers of the prefent inhabitants of the Mafla- 
chufetts-Bay left their former habitations, and 
eftablithed that great, flourifhing, and loyal colo- 
ny- Without incurring or being charged with 
a forfeiture of their rights, without being heard, 
without being tried, without law, and without 
juftice, by an act of parliament, their charter js 
deftroyed, their liberties violated, their conftitu- 
tion and form of government changed: and all 
this upon no better pretence, than becaafe in one 
of their towns a trefpafs was committed on fome 
merchandize faid to belong to one of the com- 
panies, and becaufe the miniftry were of opinion, 
that fuch high political.regulations were neceflary 
to compel due fubordination and obedience to 
their mandates, 


Nor are thefe the only capital grievances un- 
der which we labour. We might tell of diffolute, 
weak and wicked governors having been fet over 
us; of legiflatures being fufpended for aflerting 
the rights of Britifh fubje@s—of needy and igno- 
rant dependants on great men advanced to the 
feats of juftice, and to other places of truft and 
importance ;—of hard reftri@ions on commerce, 
and a great variety of leffer evils, the recolle€tion 
of which is almoft loft under the weight and 
preflure of ereater and more poignant calamities. 


Now 
M m 


C27" } 


Now mark the progreflion of the minifterial 
plan for enflaving us. 


Wet. aware that fuch hardy attempts to take 
our property from us; to deprive us of that va- 
luable right of trial by jury; to feize our perfons, 
and carry us for trial to Great-Britain ; to block- 
ade our ports; to deflroy our charters, and 
change our forms of government, would occa- 
fion, and had already occafioned, great difcon- 
tent in all the colonies, which might produce 
oppofition to thefe meafures: an aét was pafled 
to protect, indemnify, and fcreen from punith- 
ment fuch as might be euilty even of murder, 
jn endeavouring to carry their oppreflive edicts 
into execution ; and by another act the dominion 
of Canada is to be fo extended, modelled and 

overned, as that by being difunited from us, 
detached from our interefts, by civil as well as 
religious prejudices, that by their numbers daily 
fwelling with Catholick emigrants from Europe, . 
and by their devotion to adminiftration, fo friend- 
ly to their religion, they might become formidable 
to us, and on occafion be fit inftruments in the 
hands of power, to reduce the ancient free Prote- 
fant colonies to the fame ftate of flavery with 
themfelves. 


Tuts was evidently the obje& of the att :— 
and in this view, being extremely dangerous to 
our liberty and quiet, we cannot forbear com- 
plaining of it, as hoftile to Britifh America.—sSu- 
peradded 
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peradded to thefe confiderations, we cannot he!p 
deploring the unhappy condition to which it bas 
reduced the many Englith fettlers, who, encou- 
raged by the royal proclamation, promifing the 
enjoyment of all their rights, have purchafed 
eftates in that country.—They are now the fub- 
jects of an arbitrary government, deprived of 
trial by jury, and when imprifoned cannot claim 
the benefit of the habeas corpus ad, that great 
bulwark and palladium of Enelith liberty :—nor 
can we fupprefs our aftonifhment, that a Britith 
parliament fhould ever confent to eftablifh in that 
country a religion that has deluged your ifland 
in blood, and difperfed impiety, bigotry, perfecu- 
tion, murder and rebellion, through every part 
of the world. 


Tuts being a true ftate of fas, let us befeech 
you to confider to what end they lead. 


ApmiT that the miniftry, by the powers of 
Britain, and the aid of our Roman Catholick 
neighbours, fhould be able to carry the point of 
taxation, and reduce us to a {tate of perfeét hu- 
miliation and flavery. Such an enterprize would 
doubtlefs make fome addition to your national 
debt, which already preffes down your liberties, 
and fills you with penfioners and placemen.— 
We prefume, alfo, that your commerce will fome- 
what be diminifhed. However, fuppofe you 
fhould prove victotious—in what condition will 
: you 
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you then be? What advantages or what laurels 
will you reap from fuch a conquett 


May nota miniftry with the fame armies en: 
flave your—It may be faid you will ceafe to pay 
them—but remember the taxes from America, 
the wealth, and we may add, the men, and 
particularly the Roman Catholicks of this vaft 
continent will then be in the power of your ene- 
mies—nor will you have any reafon to expect, 
that, after making flaves of us, many among us 
fhould refufe to aflift in reducing you to the fame 
abject flate. 


Do not treat this as chimerical—Know that 
in lefs than half a century, the quitrents re- 
ferved to the crown, from the numberlefs grants 
of this vaft continent, will pour large ftreams of 
wealth into the royal coffers, and if to this be 
added the power of taxing America at plea- 
fure, the crown will be rendered independent on 
you for fupplies, and will poffefs more treafure 
than may be neceflary to purchafe the remains 
of liberty in your iland.—In a word, take care 
that you do not fall into the pit that is preparing 
for us. } | 


We believe there is yet much virtue, much 
juftice, and much publick fpirit in the Englifh 
nation—To that juftice we now appeal. You 
have been told that we are feditious, impatient 
of government, and defirous of independency. 


Be 
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Be affured that thefe are not fas, but calum- 
nies—Permit us to be as free as yourfelves, and 
we fhall ever efleem a union with you to be our 
greateft glory and our greateft happinefs; we 
shall ever be ready to contribute all in our power 
to the welfare of the empire—we {hall confider 
your enemies as our enemies, and your intereft 
as our own. 


But if you are determined that your mini- 
fters fhall wantonly fport with the rights of man- 
kind—If neither the voice of juftice, the dictates 
of the law, the principles of the conftitution, or 
the fuggeftions of humanity, can reftrain your 
hands from fhedding human blood in fuch an 
impious caufe, we muft then tell you that we 
never will fubmit to be hewers of wood or draw- 
ers of water for any miniftry or nation in the 
world. 


Prace us in the fame fituation that we were 
at the clofe of the laft war, and our former 
harmony will be reftored. 


But left the fame fupinenefs and the fame in- 
attention to our common intereft, which you 
have for feveral years fhewn, oat continue, 
we think it prudent to anticipate the confequences. 


By the deftruction of the trade of Bofton, the 
miniftry have endeavoured to induce fubmiffion 
to their meafures.—The like fate may befal us 


all, 
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all, we will endeavour therefore to live without 
trade, and recur for fubfiftence to the fertility 
and bounty of our native foil, which will afford 
us all the neceflaries and fome of the convenien- 
cies of life. —We have fufpended our importation 
from Great-Britain and Ireland ; and in lefs than 
a year’s time, unlefs our grievances fhould be 
redrefled, fhall difcontinue our exports to thofe 
kingdoms and the Weft-Indies. 


Ir is with the utmoft regret, however, that 
we find ourfelves compelled by the over-ruling 
principles of felf-prefervation, to adopt meafures 
detrimental in their confequences to numbers of 
our fellow-fubjects in Great-Britain and Ireland. 
But we hope that the magnanimity and juftice 
of the Britifh nation will furnifh a parliament of 
fuch wifdom, independence and publick fpirit, as 
may fave the violated rights of the whole empire 
from the devices of wicked minifters and evil 
counfellors whether in or out of office, and there- 
by reftore that harmony, friendfhip and fraternal 
affeStion between all the inhabitants of his maje- 
{ty’s kingdoms and territories, fo ardently wifhed 
for by every true and honeft American. 
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To the INHABITANTS of the COLONIES of 
New-Hampfhire, Maffachufetts-Bay, Rhode-I/land 
and Providence Plantations, Conneticut, New- 
York, New-Ferfey, Pennfylvania, ihe Counties 
of New-Caftle, Kent and Suffex on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina and South- 
Carolina. 


FRIENDS and GountRYMEN, 


E, the delegates appointed by the good 

people of thefe colonies to meet at Phi- 
ladelphia in September laft, for the purpofes 
mentioned by our refpeCtive conftituents, have, 
in purfuance of the truft repofed in us, af- 
fembled, and taken into our moft ferious confi- 
deration the important matters recommended to 
the Congrefs. Our refolutions thereupon will 
be herewith communicated to you. But, as the 
fituation of publick affairs grows daily more and 
more alarming; and as it may be more fatisfac- 
tory to you to be informed by us in a colle&ive 
body, than in any other manner, of thofe fenti- 
ments that have been approved, upon a full and 
free difcufiion by the reprefentatives of fo great 
a part of America, we efteem ourfelves obliged 
to add this addrefs to thefe refolutions. 


In every cafe of oppofition by a people to 
their rulers, or of one flate to another, duty to 
Almighty 
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Almighty Gop, the Creator of all, requires that 
a true and impartial judgment be formed of the 
meafures leading to fuch oppofition; and of the 
caufes by which it has been provoked, or can 
in any degree be juftified : that neither affection 
on the one hand, nor refentment on the other, 
being permitted to give a wrong bias to reafon, 
it may be enabled to take a difpaffionate view of 
all circumftances, and to fettle the publick conduct | 
on the folid foundations of wifdom and juftice. 


From councils thus tempered arife the fureft 
hopes of the Divine favour, the firmeft encou- 
ragement to the parties engaged, and the ftrongeft 
recommendation of their caufe to the reft of 


mankind. 


Wirn minds deeply imprefled by a fenfe of 
thefe truths, we have diligently, deliberately and 
calmly enquired into and confidered thofe exer- 
tions, both of the legiflative and executive power 
‘of Great-Britain, which have excited fo much 
uneafinefs in America, and have with equal fide- 
lity and attention confidered the condué of the 
colonies. Upon the whole, we find ourfelves 
reduced to the difagreeable alternative of being 
filent and betraying the innocent, or of {peaking 
out and cenfuring thofe we with to revere. —In 
making our choice of thefe diftrefling difficulties, 
we prefer the courfe dictated by honefty, and a 
regard for the welfare of our country. 


SOON 
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Soon after the conclufion of the late war, 
there commenced a memorable change in the 
treatment of thefe colonies. By a ftatute made 
in the fourth year of the prefent reign, a time 
of profound peace, alleging < the expediency 
“of new provifions and regulations for extend- 
“ing the commerce between Great-Britain and 
‘his majefty’s dominions in America, and the 
“ néceflity of raifing a revenue in the faid domi- 
“nions for defraying the expences of defending, 
* protecting, and fecuring the fame,’ the com- 
mons of Great-Britain undertook to give and 
grant to his majefty many rates and duties, to 
be paid in thefe colonies. To enforce the ob- 
fervance of this a@, it prefcribes a great num- 
ber of fevere penalties and forfeitures ; and in 
two fections makes a remarkable diftin@ion be- 
tween the fubjects in Great-Britain and thofe in 
America. By the one, the penalties and for- 
feitures incurred there are to be recovered in 
any of the King’s courts of record at Weftthin- 
fter, or in the court of exchequer in Scotland ; 
and by the other, the penalties and forfeitures 
incurred here are to be recovered in any court 
of record, or in any court of admiralty or 


vice-admiralty, at the eleGion of the informer or 
profecutor. 


Tue inhabitants of thefe colonies, confiding 
in the juftice of Great-Britain, were fearcely 
allowed fufficient time to receive and confider 
this act, before another, well known by the 

Nn name 
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name of the ftamp-aé, and paffed in the fifth 
year of this reign, engroffed their whole atten- 
tion. By this flatute the Britifh parliament 
exercifed, in the moft explicit manner, a power 
of taxing us, and, extending the jurifdidtion of 
courts of admiralty and vice-admiralty in the 
colonies to matters arifing within the body of 
a county, dire€ted the numerous penalties and 
forfeitures thereby infli€ted, to be recovered in 
the faid courts. 


In the fame year a tax was impofed upon us 
by an a eftablifhing feveral new fees in the 
cuftoms. In the next year the ftamp-act was 
repealed ; not becaufe it was founded in an er- 
roneous principle, but, as the repealing act re- 
cites, becaufe * the continuance thereof would be 
¢ attended with many inconveniencies, and might 
‘be productive of confequences greatly detri- 
¢ mental to the commercial intereft of Great- 
¢ Britain.” 


In the fame year, and by a fubfequent act, 
*» was declared, ¢ that his majefty in parlia- 
‘ment, of right, had power to bind the people 
¢ of thefe colonies by ftatutes IN ALL CASES 
© WHATSOEVER? 


In the fame year another act was patfed for 
impofing rates and duties payable in thefe colo- 
nies. In this ftatute the commons, avoiding the 


terms of giving and granting, “ humbly befought 
ehis 
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* his majefty that it might be enaéted,’ &c. But, 
from a declaration in the preamble, that the rates 
and duties were ¢ in lieu of? feveral others grant- 
ed by the ftatute firft before mentioned’ for 
raifing a revenue, and from fome other exprefii- 
ons it appears, that thefe duties were intended 
for that purpofe. 


In the next year, 1767, an act was made 
“to enable his majefty to put the cuftoms and 
‘ other duties in America under the management 
* of commiffioners,’ &c. and the King thereupon 
erected the prefent expenfive board of commiffi« 
oners, for the exprefs purpofe of carrying into 
execution the feveral aéts relating to the revenue 
and trade in America. 


AFTER the repeal of the ftamp-aé, having 
_again refigned ourfelves to our ancient unfufpi- 
cious affections for the parent-ftate, and anxi- 
ous to avoid any controverfy with her, in hopes 
of a favourable alteration in fentiments and mea- 
fures towards us, we did not prefs our objections 
againft the above-mentioned ftatutes made fubfe- 
quent to that repeal. 


ADMINISTRATION, attributing to trifling caufes 
a conduct that really proceeded from generous 
motives, were encouraged in the fame year, 1767, 


to make a bolder experiment on the patience 
of America. 


By 
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By a ftatute commonly called the glafs, paper 
and tea-aét, made fifteen months after the repeal 
of the ftamp-a&t, the commons of Great-Britain 
refumed their former language, and again under- 
took to ¢ give and grant rates and duties to be 
¢ paid in thefe colonies,’ for the exprefs purpofe 
of * raifing a revenue to defray the charges of 
¢ the adminiftration of juftice, the fupport of civil 
‘ government, and defending the King’s domi- 
< pions,’ on this continent. The penalties and 
forfeitures incurred under this ftatute, are to be 
recovered in the fame manner, with thofe menti- 


oned in the foregoing acts. 


To this ftatute, fo naturally tending to difturb 
the tranquility then univerfal throughout the 
colonies, parliament, in the fame feflion, added 


another no lefs extraordinary. 


Ever fince the making the prefent peace, 
a ftanding army has been kept in thefe colonies. 
From refpe&t for the mother-country, the inno- 
vation was not only tolerated, but the provincial 
legiflatures generally made provifion for fupplying 


the troops. 


Tur affembly of the province of New-York, 
having pafled an ac of this kind, but differing 
e articles from the direGtions of the act 
ent made in the filth year of this reign, 
atives in that colony was 


he feffion !aft 
mentioned, 


in fom 
of parliam 
the houfe of reprefent 
prohibited by a ftatute made int 
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mentioned, from making any bill, order, refolu- 
tion or vote, except for adjourning or choofing 
afpeaker, until provifion fhould be made by the 
faid aflembly for furnifhing the troops within 
that province, not only with all fuch neceflaries 
as were required by the ftatute which they were 
charged with difobeying, but alfo with thofe re- 
quired by two other fubfequent ftatutes, which 
were declared to be in force until the twenty- 
fourth day of March 1769. 


TueEseE fltatutes of the year 1767 revived the 
apprehenfions and difcontents, that had entirely 
fubfided on the repeal of the ftamp-act; and, 
amid{t the juft fears and jealoufies thereby occa- 
fioned, a ftatute was made in the next year, 1768, 
to eftablifh courts of admiralty and vice-admi- 
ralty on anew model, exprefsly for the end of 
more effectually recovering the penalties and 
forfeitures inflicted by aéts of parliament, fram- 
ed for the purpofe of raifing a revenue in Ame- 
ricawerc: 


THE immediate tendency of thefe ftatutes is, 
to fubvert the right of having a fhare in legif- 
lation, by rendering aflemblies ufclefs ; the right 
of property, by taking the money of the colonifts 
without their confent ; the right of trials by jury, 
by fubftituting in their place trials in admi- 
talty and vice-admiralty courts, where fingle 
judges prefide, holding their commiflions during 
pleafure ; and unduly to influence the courts of 
common 
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common law, by rendering the judges thereof 
totally dependant on the crown for their falaries. 


Tuese ftatutes, not to mention many others 
exceedingly exceptionable, compared one with 
another, will be found, not only to form a re- 
gular fyftem in which every part has great force, 
but alfo a pertinacious adherence to that {yitem, 
for fubjugating thefe colonies that are not, and 
from local circumftances cannot, be reprefented 
in the houfe of commons, to the uncontrolable 
and unlimited power of parliament, in violation 
of their undoubted rights and liberties, in con- 
tempt of their humble and repeated fupplications. 


Turs conduct muft appear equally aftonifhing 
and unjuftifiable, when it is confidered how un- 
provoked it has been by any behaviour of thefe 
colonies. From their firft fettlement their bit- 
tereft enemies never fixed on any of them a 
charge of difloyalty to their fovereign, or dif- 
affection to their mother-country. In the wars 
fhe has carried on, they have exerted themfelves 
whenever required, in giving her afliftance ; and 
have rendered her fervices, which fhe has publick- 
ly acknowledged to be extremely important. 
Their fidelity, duty and ufefulnefs, during the 
laft war, were frequently and affectionately con- 
fefled by his late majefty and the prefent King. 


Tue reproaches of thofe who are moft un- 
friendly to the freedom of America, are princi- 
pally 


\ 
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pally levelled againft the province of Maflachu- 
fetts-Bay ; but with what little reafon will appear 
by the following declarations of a perfon, the 
truth of whofe evidence, in their favour, will not 
be queftioned—Governor Bernard thus addrefles 
the two houfes of affembly, in his fpeech on the 
24th of April 1762,—‘ The unanimity and dif- 
‘patch, with which you have complied with the 
* requifitions of his majefty, require my particu- 
‘lar acknowledgment. And it gives me additi- 
onal pleafure to obferve, that you have therein 
‘ acted under no other influence than a due fenfe 
“of your duty, both as members of a general 
empire, and as the body of a particular pro- 
vince.” 


Ca) 
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In another fpeech, on the 27th of May, in 
the fame year, he fays,—* Whatever fhall be 
‘ the event of the war, it muft be no fmall fatis- 
‘ faction to us, that this province hath contribut- 
‘ed its full fhare to the fupport of it. Every 
‘thing that hath been required of it hath been 
‘ complied with ; and the execution of the powers 
‘committed to me, for raifing the provincial 
* troops, hath been as full and complete as the 
‘grant of them. Never before were regiments 
* fo eafily levied, fo well compofed, and fo early 
‘in the field as they have been this year; the 
common people feemed to be animated with 
the fpirit of the general court, and to vie with 
them in their readinefs to ferve the King.’ 


A 


an 


an 
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Sucu was the condué of the people of the 
Maffachufetts-Bay, during the laft war. As to 
their behaviour before that period, it ought not 
to have been forgot in Great-Britain, that not 
only on every occafion they had conftantly and 
cheerfully complied with the frequent royal re- 
quifitions—but that chiefly by their vigorous 
efforts, Nova-Scotia was fubdued in 1710, and 
Louifbourg in 1745. 


ForrtGw quarrels being ended, and the do- 
meftick difturbances that quickly fucceeded on 
account of the ftamp-aét, being quieted by its 
repeal, ,the aflembly of Maflachufetts-Bay trant- 
mitted an humble addrefs of thanks to the King 
and divers noblemen, and foon after pafled a 
pill for granting compenfation to the fufferers in 
the diforder occafioned by that act. 


Turse circumftances, and the following ex- 
tracts from governor Bernard’s letters in 1768, 
to the earl of Shelburne, fecretary of ftate, 
clearly fhew, with what grateful tendernefs they 
{trove to bury in oblivion the unhappy occa- 
fion of the late difcords, and with what re- 
fpeétful deference they endeavoured to e{cape 
other fubjeéts of future controverly. * The houfe,’ 
fays the governor, ‘ from the time of opening 
* the feffion to this day, has fhewn a difpofition 
“to avoid all difpute with me; every thing hav~ 
‘ing paffed with as much good humour as I 
‘could defire, except only their continuing to 
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* act in addreffing the King, remonftrating to the 
“fecretary of ftate, and employing a feparate 
“agent. It is the importance of this innovation, 
‘ without any wilfulnefs of my own, which in- 
* duces me to make this remonftrance at a time 
“when f have a fair profpeét of having, in all 


‘other bufinefs, nothing but good to fay of the 
‘ proceedings of the houfe.’* 


‘ Tuey have atted in all things, even in their 
* remonftrance, with temper and moderation; they 
‘ have avoided fome fubjeéts of difpute, and have 
* laid a foundation for removing fome caufes of 
* former altercation.’} 


‘I sary make fuch a prudent and proper ufe 
‘ of this letter as, I hope, will perfe@tly reftore 
‘ the peace and tranquility of this province, for 
* which purpofe confiderable fteps have been made 
‘ by the houfe of reprefentatives.’ 


Tue vindication of the province of Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay, contained in thefe letters, will have 
greater force, if it be confidered, that they were 
written feveral months after the frefh alarm 
given to the colonies by the ftatutes paffed in the 
preceding year. 


Iw this place it feems proper to take notice of 
the infinuation in one of thefe ftafutes, that the 
interference of parliament was neceffary to pro- 
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vide for ¢defraying the charge of the admini- 
¢ {tration of juftice, the fupport of civil govern- 
¢ ment, and defending the King’s dominions in 
« America,’ 


As to the two firft articles of expence, every 
colony had made fuch provifion, as by their re- 
fpetive aflemblies, the beft judges on fuch occa- 
fions, was thought expedient, ‘and fuitable to 
their feveral circumftances. Refpecting the lait, 
it is well known to all men the leaft acquainted 
with American affairs, that the colonies were efta- 
blifhed, and have generally defended themfelves, 
without the leaft afliftance from Great-Britain 5 
and, that at the time of her taxing them by the 
fatutes before mentioned, moft of them were 
labouring under very heavy debts contracted in 
the laft war. So far were they from {paring their 
money, when their fovereign, conttitutionally, 
afked their aids, that, during the courfe of that 
war, parliament repeatedly made them compen- 
fations for the expences of thofe f{trenuous efforts, 
which, confulting their zeal rather ‘than their 
ftrength, they had cheerfully incurred. 


Severe as the atts of parliament before-men- 
tioned are, yet the conduct of adminiftration has 
been equally injurious, and irritating to this. 

“devoted country. 


Unper pretence of governing them, fo many 
new inftitutions, uniformly rigid and dangerous, 
! have 


{ Gor J 
have been introduced, as could only be expeéted, 


from incenfed matters, for collecting the tribute, 
or rather the plunder, of conquered provinces. 


By an order of the King, the authority of the 
commander in chief, and under him of the bri- 
gadiers general, in time of peace, is rendered fu- 
preme in all the civil governments in America ; 
and thus an uncontrolable military power is 
velted in officers not known to the conftitution 
of thefe colonies. 


A LaArcE body of troops, and a confiderable 
armament of fhips of war, have been fent to af. 
fift in taking their money without their confent. 


Expensive and oppreflive offices have been 
multiplied, and the aéts of corruption indulftri- 
oufly practifed to divide and deftroy, 


Tue judges of the Admiralty and Vice-Admi- 
ralty courts are empowered to receive their fala- 
ries and fees from the effets to be condemned 
by themfelves. 


Tue commifiioners of the cuftoms are empow- 
ered to break open and enter houfes without 


the authority of any civil magiitrate founded on 
legal information, 


Jupces of courts of common law have been 
made. 
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made entirely dependant on the crown for theit 
commiflions and falaries. 


A court has been eftablifhed at Rhode-Ifland, 
for the purpofe of taking colonifts to England to 


be tried. 


Humsie and reafonable petitions from the 
reprefentatives of the people have been fre- 
quently treated with contempt; and affemblies 
have been repeatedly and arbitrarily diffolved. 


me few inftances it will fufficiently 


From fo 
f juftice thofe diflo- 


appear on what pretences © 
lutions have been founded. 


Tue tranquility of the colonies having been 
again difturbed, as has been mentioned, by the 
fratutes of the year 1767; the earl of Hillfbo- 
rough, fecretary of ftate, in a letter to governor 
Bernard, dated April 22, 1768, cenfures the 
© prefumption’ of the houfe of reprefentatives for 
¢ yefolving upon a meafure of fo inflammatory a 
« nature as that of writing to the other colonies, 
< on the fubje& of their intended reprefentations 
* againft fome late ats of parliament,’ then de- 
clares that ¢ his majefty confiders this ftep as 
« evidently tending to create unwarrantable com- 
¢ pinations, to excite an unjuftifiable oppofition to 
¢ the conftitutional authority of parliament’— 
and afterwards adds,—* It is the King’s pleafure, 


¢ that as foon as the general court is again af- 
‘ fembled, 
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* fembled, at the time prefcribed by the charter, 
* you fhould require of the houfe of reprefenta- 
‘tives, in his majefty’s name, to refcind the re- 
€ folution which gave birth to the circular letter 
‘ from the fpeaker, and to declare their difappro- 
‘bation of, and difflent to, that rafh and hafly 
* proceeding.’ 


‘Tr the new aflembly fhould refufe to comply 
‘ with his majefty’s reafonable expedtation, it is 
‘ the King’s pleafure that you fhould immediately 
* diflolve them.’ 


Tuts letter being laid before the houfe, and 
the refolution not being refcinded according to 
the order, the aflembly was diffolved. A letter 
of a fimilar nature was fent to other governors 
to procure refolutions, approving the condu@ of 
the reprefentatives of Maflachufetts-Bay, to be 
refcinded alfo ; and the houfes of reprefentatives 
in other colonies refufing to comply, affemblies 
were diffolved. _ 


_ THtse mandates fpoke a language, to which 
the ears of Englifh fubjcéts had for feveral ge- 
nerations been ftrangers. The nature of aflem- 
blies implies a power and right of deliberation ; 
but thefe commands, profcribing the exercife of 
judgment on the propriety of the requifitions 
made, left to the affemblies only the ele@ion 
between dictated fubmiffion and threatened pu- 
nifhment: a punifhment too, founded on no 
other 


© 294 3 


other aét, than fuch as is deemed innocent even 
in flaves—of agreeing in petitions for redrefs of 
grievances, that equally affect all. 


Tue hoftile and unjuftifiable invafion of the 
town of Bofton foon followed thefe events in 
the fame year ; though that town, the province 
in which it is fituated, and all the colonies, from 
abhorrence of a conteft with their parent-ftate, 
permitted the execution even of thofe ftatutes, 
againft which they fo unanimoufly were com- 
plaining, remonftrating and fupplicating. 


ADMINISTRATION, determined to fubdue a 
fpirit of freedom, which Englith minifters fhould 
have rejoiced to cherifh, entered into a monopo- 
lizing combination with the Faft-India company, 
to fend to this continent vaft quantities of tea, 
an article on which a duty was laid by a ftatute, 
that, in a particular manner, attacked the liber- 
ties of America, and which therefore the inhabi- 
tants of thefe colonies had refolved not to import. 
he cargo fent to South-Carolina was ftored, and 
not allowed to be fold. Thofe fent to Philadel- 
phia and New-York were not permitted to be 
landed. That fent to Bofton was deftroyed, be- 
caufe governor Hutchinfon would not fuffer it to 
be returned. 


On the intelligence of thefe tranfactions ar- 
riving in Great-Britain, the publick fpirited town 
laft mentioned was fingled out for deftruction, 

and 
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and it was determined, the province it belongs 
to fhould partake of its fate. In the laf feftion 
of parliament, therefore, were pafled the aéts for 
fhutting up the port of Bofton, indemnifying the 
murderers of the inhabitants of Maflachuletts- 
Bay, and changing their chartered contftitution of 
government. ‘To enforce thefe aéts, that pro- 
vince is again invaded by a fleet and army. 


To mention thefe outrageous proceedings, is 
fufficient to explain them. For though it is pre- 
tended, that the province of Maflachuletts-Bay 
has been particularly difrefpeétful to Great-Bri- 
tain, yet in truth the behaviour of the people, in 
other colonies, has been an equal ¢ oppofition to 
‘the power aflumed by parliament.? No ftep, 
however, has been taken againft any of the ret. 
This artful condu& conceals feveral defigns. It 
is expected that the province of Maflachufetts- 
Bay will be irritated into fome violent action, 
that may difpleafe the reft of the continent, or 
that may induce the people of Great-Britain to 
approve the meditated vengeance of an imprudent 
and exafperated miniftry. 


Ir the unexampled pacifick temper of that 
province fhall difappoint this part of the plan, 
it is hoped the other colonies will be fo far inti- 
midated as to defert their brethren, fuffering 
in a common caufe, and that thus difunited all 
may be fubdued. | 


To 
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To promote thefe defigns, another meafure: 
has been purfued. In the feflion of parliament 
laft mentioned, an a€t was paffed for changing 
the government of Quebec, by which a& the 
Roman Catholick religion, inftead of being to- 
lerated, as ftipulated by the treaty of peace, 1s 
eftablifhed ; and the people there are deprived: 
of the right to an affembly, trials by jury and the 
Englifh laws ‘n civil cafes are abolifhed, and, in- 
ftead thereof, the French laws are eftablifhed, in 
dire@ violation of his majefty’s promife by his 
royal proclamation, under the faith of which 
many Englifh fubjects fettled in that province ; 
and the limits of that province are extended fo 
as ta comprehend thofe vaft regions that lie 
adjoining to the northerly and wefterly bound- 
aries of thefe colonies. 


Tus authors of this arbitrary arrangement 
Satter themfelves, that the inhabitants, deprived 
of liberty, and artfully provoked againft thofe of 
another religion, will be proper inftruments for 
afliting in the oppreffion of fuch as differ from 
them in modes of government and faith. 


From the detail of faéts herein before: re- 
cited, as well as from authentick intelligence 
received, it is clear beyond a doubt, that a refo- 
lution is formed, and is now carrying into exe- 
cution, to extinguifh the freedom of thefe colo- 
nies, by fubjecting them to a defpotick govern- 
ment. 


At 
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Ar this unhappy period we have been autho« 
rized and directed to meet and confult together 
for the welfare of our common country. We 
accepted the important tru(t with difiidence, but 
have endeavoured to difcharge it with integrity. 
Though the ftate of thefe colonies would cer- 
tainly juftify other meafures than we have ad- 
viled, yet weighty reafons determined us to pre- 
fer thofe which we have adopted. In the firft 
place it appeared to us a condu@ becoming the 
character thefe colonies have ever fuftained, to 
perform, even in the midft of the unnatural 
diftrefles and imminent dangers that furround 
them, every ad of loyalty ; and therefore we 
were induced to offer once more to his majefty 
the petitions of his faithful and opprefled fub- 
jects in America. Secondly, regarding, with 
the tender affection which we knew to be fo uni- 
verfal among our countrymen, the people of the 
kingdom from which we derive our ofigin, we. 
could not forbear to regulate our fteps by an 
expectation of receiving full conviétion, that the 
colonifts are equally dear to them. Between 
thefe provinces and that body fubfilts the focial 
band, which we ardently with may never be dif- 
folved, and which cannot be diflolved until their 
minds fhall become indifputably hoftile, or their 
inattention fhall permit thofe who are thus hof- 
tile to perfift in profecuting, with the powers of 
the realm, the deftru@ive meafures already ope- 
Fating again{t the colonifts; and in either cafe 
fhall reduce the latter to fuch 4 fituation, that 
jag they 
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they fhall be compelled to renounce every regard, 
but that of felf-prefervation. Notwithftanding 
the vehemence with which affairs have been im- 
pelled, they have not yet reached that fatal point. 
We do not incline to accelerate their motion, 
already alarmingly rapid; we have chofen a me- 
thod of oppofition that does not preclude a hearty 
reconciliation with our fellow-citizens on the | 
other fide of the Atlantic. We deeply deplore 


the urgent neceflity that prefles us to an immedi- 
ate interruption of commerce, that may prove 


injurious to them. We truft they will acquit us 
of any unkind ‘ntentions towards them, by re- 
fleGting that we fubject ourfelves to fimilar incon- 
yeniencies ; that we are driven by the hands of 
violence into unexperienced and unexpected pub- 
lick convulfions, and that we are contending for 
freedom fo often contended for by our anceftors. 


Tur people of England will foon have an 
opportunity of declaring their fentiments con- 
cerning | our caufe. In their piety, generofity 
and good fenfe, we repofe high confidence ; and 
cannot, upon a review of paft events, be perfuad- 
ed, that they, the defenders of true religion, and 
the affertors of the rights of mankind, will take 
part againft their affectionate Proteftant. brethren 
‘1 the colonies, in favour of our open and their 
own fecret enemies, whofe intrigues, for feveral 
years paft, have been wholly exercifed in fapping 
the foundations of civil and religious liberty. 


ANOTHER 


. 
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ANOTHER reafon that engaged us to prefer 
the commercial mode of oppofition, arofe from 
an aflurance that this mode will prove efficacious 
if it be perfifted in with fidelity and virtue ; and 
that your condué will be influenced by thefe 
laudable principles, cannot be queftioned. Your 
own falvation, and that of your pofterity, now 
depends upon yourfelves. You have already 
fhewn that you entertain a proper fenfe of the 
bleflings you are ftriving to retain. Againft the 
temporary inconveniencies you may fuffer from 
a ftoppage of trade, you will weigh in the oppo- 
fite balance, the endlefs miferies you and your 
defcendants muft endure from an eftablifhed ar- 
bitrary power. You will not forget the honour 
of your country, that muft, from your behaviour, 
take its title in the eftimation of the world, to 
glory, or to fhame ; and you will, with the deepeft 
attention, reflect, that, if the peaceable mode of 
oppofition recommended by us be broken and 
rendered ineffectual, as your cruel and haughty 
minifterial enemies, from a contemptuous opinion 
of your firmnefs, infolently prediG& will be the 
cafe, you muft inevitably be reduced to choofe, 
either a more dangerous conte({t, or a final, ruin- 
ous and infamous fubmiffion. 


Morives thus cogent, arifing from the emer- 
gency of your unhappy condition, muft excite 
your utmoft diligence and zeal to give all poffible 
{ftrength and energy to the pacifick meafures 
calculated for your relief; but we think our- 
{elves 
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felves bound in duty to obferve to you, that the 
{chemes agitated againf thefe colonies have been 
fo conduéted, as to render it prudent that you 
fhould extend your views to mournful events, 
and be in all refpeéts prepared for every contin- 
gency. Above all things we earneftly entreat you, 
with devotion of fpirit, penitence of heart, and 
amendment of life, to humble yourfelves, and 
implore the favour of Almighty Gop: and we 
fervently befeech his Divine Goodnefs to take you 
into his gracious protedtion } 


NO, TE. 1X3. PAG E46. 
The addrefs of the general committee of Charlefton, 
to the governor of the province of South-Carolina. 


In general committee, September 29, 1775- 
May it pleafe your ExczLLENcy, | 


T is with great concern we find that, for fome 
days paft, your excellency has been pleafed to 
withdraw yourfelf from Charlefton, the feat of 
your government, and have retired on board the 
King’s fhip. The inconyeniencies which muft 


unavoidably arife to the people, deprived, by this. 


ftep, of that accefs to your excellency, which is 
abfolutely neceflary for tranfacting publick affairs, 
is apparent ; and we fubmit to your excellency’s 
confideration, whether the retirement of our 
governor to a King’s fhip, in this time of general 
difquictude, when the minds of the people are 
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filed with the greateft apprehenfions for their 
fafety, may not encreafe their alarm, and excite 
jealoufies of fome premeditated defign again{t 
them. We therefore entreat, that your excel- 
dency will return to Charlefton, the ufual place of 
refidence of the governor of South-Carolina ; 
and your excellency may be aflured, that whilft, 
agreeable to your repeated and folemn declara- 
tions, your excellency fhall take no aétive part 
againft the good people of this colony, in the 
prefent arduous ftruggle for the prefervation of 
their civil liberties, we will, to the utmoft of our 
power, fecure to your excellency that fafety and 
refpect for your perfon and charaéter, which the 
inhabitants of Carolina have ever withed to fhew 
to the reprefentative of their fovereign. 


By order of the general committee, 
Henry Laurens, Chairman. 


To lord William Campbell, governor 
and commander in chief, in and over 
his majefty’s province of South-Caro- 
lina, &c. on board his majefty’s floop 
Tamer, in Rebellion-Road. 


His ExceELLency’s Answer. 


Tamer, Rebellion-Road, September 30. 


SIR, 


I HAVE received a meflage, figned by you, 
from a fet of people who ftyle themfelves a Ge- 
neral 
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neral Committee. The prefumption of fuch an. 
addrefs from a body affembled by no legal autho- 
rity, and whom I muft confider as in actual and 
open rebellion againft their fovereign, can only 
be equalled by the outrages which obliged me to 
take refuge on board the King’s fhips in the har- 
bour. It deferves no anfwer, nor fhould I have 
given it any, but to mark the hardinefs with 
which you have advanced, that I could fo far 
forget my duty to my fovereign and my country, 
as to promife I would take no active: part in 
bringing the fubverters of our glorious conftitu- 
tion, and the real liberties of the people, toa fenfe 
of their duty. The unmanly arts that have al- 
ready been ufed to prejudice me in the general 
opinion, may ftill be employed by that committee. 
But I never will return to Charlefton till I can 
fupport the King’s authority, ana proteét his faith- 
ful and loyal fubje&ts. Whenever the people of 
this province will put it in my power to render 
them effential fervice, I will, with pleafure, em- 
brace the opportunity, and think it a very happy 


one. 
Tam, 
Sir, 
Your moft humble fervant, 
Wiitiram CAMPBELL. 


To Henry Laurens, efq. 


NibOvi® the, Reo Peg mi68. 


By the honourable Willkam-Henry Drayton, ¢fy. 
ee DatleAR Atal CO. N. 


7 HEREAS the liberties of America be- 

ing treacheroufly and cruelly violated, 

by an abandoned adminiffration in Great-Britain, 
furrounding the throne, and deceiving majefty, 
for their own corrupt purpofes, thirteen Ameri- 
can colonies, including New-Hampfhire to the 
north, and Georgia to the fouth, virtuoufly, glo- 
rioufly, (thanks to the Lorp of Hots !) fuccefs- 
fully are confederated, at the hazard of their 
lives and fortunes, to wreft from the hands of 
traitors thofe invaluables which they had ravithed 
from them, and which the Americans have en- 


deavoured to recover by every peaceable mode 
of application. 


AND whereas the tools of adminiftration have 
encouraged certain inhabitants of this colony to 
attempt, by every praticable meafure, to oppofe 
and to countera& the virtuous efforts of Ameri- 
ca; thefe inhabitants, men of low degree among 
us, though of eminence in this country ; men to- 
tally illiterate, though of common natural parts $ 
men endeavouring, at this calamitous time, to 
rife in the world, by mifleadine their honeft 
neighbours ; men who are by his excellency the 
governor promiled to be amply rewarded for 
fuch 
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fach an infamous conduct: thefe men knowingly 
deceive their neighbours, and wickedly felling 
their country, have pradiifed every art, fraud 
and mifreprefentation, to raife in this province 
an oppofition to the voice of America :—to op- 
pofe this hellifh plan, the honourable the council 
of fafety for this colony commiflioned the reve- 
rend William Tennet and myfelf to make a pro- 
grefs through the difturbed parts of this colony, 
‘to explain to the people at large the nature of 
¢ the unhappy difputes between Great-Britain and 
© the American colonies ;’ thoufands heard and 
believed us; they owned their full conviction 5 
they exprefled their concern that they had been 
mifled ; and they moft fincerely acceded to the 
affociation formed by the authority of our late 
Congrefs. Such a proceeding did not accord 
with the defigns of thefe men, batrayers of their 
country, or the wifhes of his excellency the 
governor, who by letters inftigated them to 
ftrengthen their party. ‘To prevent a further de- 
fe€tion, the leaders of the party refolved, by the 
din of arms, to drown the voice of reafon. For 
fuch an infernal purpofe, by the inftigation of 
Mofes Kirkland, on or about the 29th of Auguft 
laft, men did aétually affemble in arms, and with 
hoftile intentions. My immediately aflembling, 
and marching with a part of the militia, caufed 
thefe men to difperfe; but now, other leaderss 


of the fame malignant party, correfpondents of 
his excellency the governor, have aflembled men 
in arms, on the north fide of Saludy river, who 

are 
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are now actually encamped at a charge and ex- 
pence which his excellency the governor has pro- 
mifed to repay ; and thefe men threaten to attack 
the troops under my orders. Wherefore, to 
prevent the effufion of civil bloodthed, I think 
it my duty to iffue this declaration, in order that 
I may leave no moderate {tep untried to recover 
a few of our unhappy countrymen from thefe 
delufions, by which they have been drawn on to 
lift their arms againft their injured country, glo- 
rioufly {truggling to enjoy the rights of mankind. 


AnpD whereas his excellency the governor has 
iffued private directions, that all magiftrates and 
militia officers be required to take the oath of 
allegiance, under penalty of difmiffion from their 
feveral ftations, I do hereby declare, that, in 
point of law, his excellency has no authority to 
make fuch requifition from perfons who have al- 
ready fworn according to law, when they were 
invefted in offices, civil or military ; and that it 
is not only highly unbecoming in his majefty’s 
reprefentative, to threaten his majelty’s loyal 
fubjects, in order to induce them to do things 
not warranted in law, but fuch a condué is of 
a moft deftrudctive tendency to the good of the 
King’s real fervice, inafmuch as it tends to con- 
vince the people that his majeity’s fervants in 
high truft, in America, as well as Britain, equal- 
ly confpire to a& without authority in law, to the 
deftruction of their juft rights and privileges. 


Q4q AND 
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Awnp whereas the leaders of our unhappy and de- 
ceived countrymen, now aflembled in arms againft 
the liberties of America, have drawn them into 
this dangerous and difgraceful fituation, by fill- 
ing their minds with fears and apprehenfions that 
their lives and properties are in danger, from the 
defigns of the Congrefs, the honourable the 
council of fafety, the general committee, and the 
troops under my orders, becaufe they, our faid 
countrymen, have not acceded to our affociation : 
wherefore, to remove all fuch ill-founded appre- 
henfions, in the name of, and by the authority 
velted in me by the honourable the council of 
fafety, I folemnly declare, that all fuch apprehen- 
fons are a€tually groundlefs; and I alfo declare, 
an the name of the council of fafety, that our 
faid unhappy and deceived countrymen may, im 
perfect fatety of their lives, perfons and property, 
repair to, and continue to dwell and abide at 
home, fo long as they fhall choofe to behave 
peaceably. We fhudder even at the idea of 
diftreffing them in any fhape; we abhor the idea 
of compelling any perfon to affociate with us; 
we only with forrow declare, that any perfon 
who will not affociate with, and aid and comfort 


us, in this arduous firuggle for our liberties, 
cannot by us be confidered as friendly to us; 
and, therefore, that we cannot aid and comfort 
fuch perfon, by holding that intercourfe and com- 
munication with fuch perfon as is ufually held 
between friends. | 


AND 
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Anp thus having, in the name of this colony, 
declared the terms upon which peace and fafety 
may be had and enjoyed by our unfortunate 
countrymen as aforefaid, it is my duty alfo to 
declare, that I fhall march and attack, as publick . 
enemies, all and every perfon in arms, or to be 
in arms, in this part of the colony, in oppofition 
to the meafures of Congrefs; and having, with 
the utmoft patience and indufiry, gently endea- 
voured to perfuade men to a peaceable condué, 
T now fhall, with equal patience and induftry, pro- 
iecute military meafures with the utmott rigour; 
and I make no doubt but that, with the affift- 
ance of the Almighty,—witnefs our endeavours 
to avert the calamities of war—we {hall {peedily 
obtain—the with of every virtuous American— 
peace, fafety, and fecurity to our rights. 


Given under may hand, this 13th day of Sep- 
tember, 1775, at camp, near Ninety-Six. 


WILLIAM-Henry Drayton. 


NOTE 
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A treaty entered into between the honourable Wil- 
liam-Henry Drayton, 6/9. of the one part, in be- 
half of the congrefs of South-Carolina, and the 
favourers of royal government of the other. 


FHEREAS mifunderftandings but too 


; 
¥S 


0 often precipitate men and friends into 
quarrels and bloodfhed, which, but for fuch mif- 
underftandings, never would have happened : 
and whereas the prefent unhappy difputes be- 
tween Great-Britain and North-America, have 
unhappily occafioned uneafinefles between a part 
of the people living between Broad and Saludy 
rivers, and other adjacent parts, and the other in- 
habitants of the colony aforefaid, from mifunder- 
{tandings as aforefaid, infomuch as the faid part 
of the people as aforefaid, having tender con- 
{ciences, declined to accede to the affociation, 
figned in Congrefs on the 4th of June laft; and 
that the faid other inhabitants, thereby thinking 
that the faid declining to accede, proceeded from 
principles and defigns in them the faid part of 
the people, inimical to the proceedings and de- 
figns of the faid other iohabitants ; and that the 
faid part of the people did mean to aid and affift, 
and join the Britith troops, if any fhould arrive 
in the colony aforefaid during the prefent unhap- 
py difputes aforefaid : and whereas thefe are all 
mifunderftandings, and it being the fincere with 

and 
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and defire of all parts of the colony to live in 
peace and friendfhip with each ; wherefore, for 
the clearing up of the faid mifunderftandings, and 
for the manifeftation of the with and defire afore- 
faid, colonel Thomas Fletchall, captain John 
Ford, capt. Thomas Green, captain Evan M‘Lau- 
rin, the reverend Philip Mulkey, Mr. Robert 
Merrick, and captain Benjamin Wofford, depu- 
ties for, and fent by the part of the people afore- 
faid, have repaired to the camp of the honoura- 
ble William-Henry Drayton, efquire, acting under 
the authority of the council of fafety for the co- 
lony : and for the purpofes aforefaid it is hereby 
contracted, agreed and declared, by the honoura- 
ble William-Henry Drayton, in purfuance of 
powers veited in him by the honourable the coun- 
cil of fafety as aforefaid, on the one part; and 
the deputies aforefaid, in purfuance of powers 
velted in them by the faid part of the people, on 
the other part. 


! 


I. Tuar the faid declining of the part of the 
people aforefaid, to accede as aforefaid, did not 
proceed from any ill, or even unfriendly princi- 
ple or defign, in them the faid part of the people, 
to or againft the principles or defigns of the con- 
grefs of this colony, or authorities derived from 
that body; but proceeded only from a defire to 
abide in their ufual peace and tranquility. 


fl, Tuar the faid part of the people never did 
mean to aid, aflift, or join the Britifh troops as 
aforefaid : 
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aforefaid: and hereby it is declared, that if at 
any time during the prefent unhappy difputes 
between Great-Britain and North-America, any 
Britith troops fhall or may arrive in this colony, 
the deputies aforefaid, for themfelves and the part 
of the people aforefaid, by whom they the faid 
deputies are authorized, and whom they do re- 
prefent, declare, that if any Britifh troops as 
aforefaid, fhall arrive as aforefaid, they the faid 
deputies, and the part of the people aforefaid, 
{hall not, and will not give, yield, or afford, 
direatly or indireCily, to or for the ufe, advan- 
tage, or comfort of the faid Britifh troops, or 
any part of them, any aid or affiftance whatfo- 
ever; or hold with them the faid troops, or any 
part of them, any communication or correfpond- 
ence. 

Il. Tuar if at any time during the unhappy 
difputes as aforefaid, any perfon or perfons of the 
part of the people aforefaid, fhall, by difcourfe or 
word, reflecét upon, cenfure, or condemn ; or by 
any conduét oppofe the proceedings of the con- 
grefs of this colony, or authorities derived from 
them; the faid colony, the council of fafety, or 
general committee, as the cafe may be, fhall, 
without being deemed to give any umbrage to 
the part of the people aforefaid, fend to any of 
the deputies aforefaid, to make requifition, that 
any and every fuch perfon or perfons as afore- 
faid, offending in any of the premifes aforefaid, 
againft the proceedings of the congrefs, or aus 

thorities 
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thorities aforefaid, may and fhall be delivered up 
to the authority of the congrefs, or the tribunals 
under that authority, to be queftioned and tried, 
and proceeded againft according to the mode of 
proceeding by authority of Congrefs: and if 
fuch perfon or perfons as aforefaid, be not deli- 
vered up as aforefaid, within fourteen days after 
requifition as aforefaid, then, in fuch cafe, the 
congrefs, or council of fafety, or general com- 
mittee, may and fhall be at liberty to ufe every 
means, to apprehend any, and every fuch perfon 
or perfons as laft aforefaid, and quetftion, try, 
and proceed againft as aforefaid, every fuch 
perfon or perfons as aforefaid. 


IV. Tuar if any perfon or perfons, who has 
or have figned, or fhall fign the affociation afore- 
faid, fhall, without authority of congrefs, moleft 
any perfon or perfons of the part of the people 
aforefaid, in fuch cafe, application fhall be made 
to the faid congrefs, or council of fafety, or 
general committee, in order that fuch perfon or 
perfons as Ja{ft aforefaid, be punithed for, and 
reftrained from, molefting as aforefaid. 


Awnp it is hereby declared, that all and every 
perfon of the part of the people as aforefaid, not 
offending in or againft any of the premifes afore- 
faid, fhall and may continue to dwell and remain 
at home as ufual, fafe in their lives, perfons and 
properties, fuch being nothing more than what 
has been, and is the aim, intention, and inclina- 
tion 


ae ie 
tion of the congrefs of this colony, and the au- 
thorities under that body. All perfons who fhall 
not confider themfelves as bound by this treaty, 
muit abide. 


Done at the camp, near Ninety-Six, this 16th 
day of September, 1775. 


Signed, 
William-Henry Drayton, 
Witnels, Thomas Fletchal, 
William Thomfon, Aha ea 
Ely Kerfhaw, Oe pecamal a 


Francis Salvador. Evan M‘Laurin, 
Benjamin Wofford. 


NEO! To SRLS OS Pa cies 


An abjtract of the principal claufes of an act of par- 
liament of Great-Britain, paffed in December 
1775, entitled, * An act to probibit all trade 
‘and intercourfe with the colonies of News 
¢ Hampjfbire, Maffachu/etts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland, 
‘ Connecticut, New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfyl- 
¢ ania, the Three Lower Counties on Delaware, 
¢ Maryland, Virginia,  North-Carolina, Soutb- 

Carolina and Georgia, during the continuance 
of the prefent rebellion within the faid colonies 
refpectively,’ &ce 
“we I-HEREAS many perfons in the colonies 
YW of New-Hampthire, Maflachufetts-Bay, 

Rhode-Ifland, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jer- 

icy, 
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fey, Pennfylvania, the Three Lower Counties on 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina and Georgia, have fet themfelves 
in open rebellion and defiance to the jutt and legal 
authority of the King and parliament of Great- 
Britain, to which they ever have been, and of right 
ought to be, fubjects ; and have aflembled together 
an armed force, engaged his majefty’s troops, and 
attacked his forts—have ufurped the power of 
government, and prohibited all trade and com- 
merce with this kingdom and the other parts of 
his majefty’s dominions: for the more fpeedily 
and effectually fuppreffing fuch wicked and daring 
defigns, and for ‘preventing any aid, fupply or 
affiftance, being fent thither during the continu- 
ance of the faid rebellious and treafonable com- 
motions, Be it therefore declared and ena@ed 
by the King’s moft excellent majefty, by and _ 
with the advice and confent of the lords {piritual 
and temporal, and commons in this prefent par- 
liament affembled, and by the authority of the 
fame, that all manner of trade and commerce, 
is and fhall be prohibited with the colonies of 
New-Hampbhire, Maflachufetts-Bay, Rhode-Hland, 
Conneticut, New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylva- 
nia, the Three Lower Counties on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Caro. 
lina and Georgia: and that all fhips and veffels 
of or belonging to the inhabitants of the faid 
colonies, together with their cargoes, apparel and 
furniture, and all other fhips and veflels whatfo- 
ever, together with their cargoes, apparel and 
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furniture, which fhall be found trading in any 
port or place of the faid colonies, or going to 
trade, or coming from trading, in any fuch port 
or place, fhall become forfeited to his majefty, as 
-€ the fame were the fhips and effects of open 
enemies, and fhall be fo adjudged, deemed, and 
taken in all courts of admiralty, and in all other 
courts whatfoever. 


Provipep always, and it is hereby further 
enacted and declared by the authority aforefaid, 
that nothing in this act fhall extend, or be con- 
ftrued to extend, to fuch fhips and veffels as fhall | 
be aGually retained or employed in his majefty’s 
fervice, or to fuch fhips and veffels as fhall be 
laden with provifions for the ufe of his majefty’s 


forces, armies or garrifons, OF for the ufe of the 
‘nhabitants of any town or place garrifoned oF 
poffefled by any of his majefty’s troops; provided 
the mafter of fuch fhips and veffels refpeftively 
fhall produce a licenfe in writing, under the hand 
and feal of the lord high admiral of Great-Bri- 
tain, for the time being, oF of three or more 
commiffioners for the time being, for executing 
the office of lord high admiral of Great-Britain, 
or the commanders of his majefty’s fleets or at- 
mies, or of the governor, lieutenant-governor, or 
commander in chief of any of his majefty’s colo- 
nies or provinces not herein before mentioned, 
fpecifying the voyage ‘na which fuch fhip or veflel | 
fhall be employed, and exprefling the time for @ 
which fuch licenfe thall fubfift and be in force 3/4 
and © 
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and alfo exprefling the quantity and fpecies of the 
faid {tores and provifions on board: and if any 
goods, wares or merchandize, other than ftores 
and provifions for his majefty’s ufe, or provifions 
for the ufe of the inhabitants of any town or 
place garrifoned and poffeffed by his majefty’s 
troops, fhall be found on board fuch fhips or 
veflels, (the neceflary ftores for the fhip’s ufe, 
and the baggage of the paffengers only excepted) 
in any or either of thofe cafes, the goods, wares 
and merchandizes, fhall be forfeited, and fhall 
and may be feized and profecuted in the manner 
herein after direéted. | 


Anp, for the encouragement of the officers and 
feamen of his majefty’s fhips of war, be it further 
enacted, that the flag-officers, captains, command- 
ers, and other commiffioned officers in his maje- 
{ty’s pay; and alfo the feamen, mariners, and 


foldiers on board, {hall have the fole intereft and 


property of, and in all and every fuch fhip, veffel, 
goods and merchandize, which they fhall feize or 
take, (being firft adjudged lawful prizes in any 
of his majefty’s courts of admiralty) to be di- 
vided in fuch proportions, and after fuch manner, 
as his majefty fhall think fit to order and dire& 
by proclamation or proclamations hereafter to be 
iffued for thofe purpofes. 


Anv be it further enaéted by the authority 
aforefaid, that it fhall and may be lawful to and 


for the faid flag-officers, captains and command- 
| ers 
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ers refpectively, to caule to be taken, or put on 
board any of his majefty’s fhips or veflels of war, 
or on board any other fhips or veffels, all and 
every the mafters, crews and other perfons, who 
(hall be found on board fuch fhip and fhips as 
{hall be feized and taken as prizes as aforefaid, 
as alfo to enter the names of fuch of the faid ma- 
riners and crews, upon the book or books of his 
najefty’s faid fhips or veffels, as they the faid 
flag-officers, captains and commanders, fhall re- 
fpeGively think fit ; from the time and times of 
which faid entries refpetively, the faid mariners 
and crews fhall be confidered, and they are here- 
by declared to belong to, and to be as fuch in 


the fervice of his majefty, to all intents and pur- 


pofes, as if the faid mariners and crews had en- 
tered themfelves voluntarily, to ferve on board his 
Iajefty’s faid fhips and velfels refpectively : and 
alfo that it {hall and may be lawful to and for the 
faid flag-oflicers, captains and commanders re- 
fpetively, to detain or caule to be detained and 
kept, the matters and other perfons; and alfo 
fuch other of the mariners and crews of the faid 
prize fhips as fhall not be entered upon the books 
of his majefty’s fhips or vefiels of war as afore- 
faid, in and on board any fhip or fhips, vefiel 
or veflels whatfoever, until the arrival of fuch 
laft-ementioned fhips or vefiels in fome port of 
Great-Britain or Ereland, or in any port of Ame- 
rica not in rebellion; and upon the arrival of 
thofe fhips or veffels in any fuch port, the com- 
manders thereof are hereby refpectively autho- 
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rized and required immediately to fet the faid 
laft-mentioned mariners and crews, and alfo the 
faid mafters and other perfons at liberty on fhore 

there. 


Provipep always, and it is hereby further 
enacted by the authority aforefaid, that nothing 
herein contained fhall extend, or be conftrued to 
extend, to any fhip or veffel the property of any 
perfon or perfons refiding in the faid colonies of 
New-Hampfhire, Maflachuletts-Bay, Conneticut, 
New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, the Three 
Lower Counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virg?- 
nia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Geor- 
gia, or any or either of them, which {hall have 
failed for Great-Britain or Ireland from any Bri- 
tifh fugar-colony or plantation in the Weft-Indies, 
on or before the firft day of March 1776, laden 
with any goods or commodities which before the 
pafling of this act might be fo lawfully tranfported 
and carried in fuch fhip or veffel, nor to any fhip 
or veffel the property of any perfon or perfons 
refiding in the faid colonies of New-Hamphhire, 
Maflachufetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland, Conneicut, 
New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, the Three 
Lower Counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virgi- 
nia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Geor- 
- gia, or any or either of them, which, on or be- 
fore the firft day of January 1776, fhall have 
arrived at any of the Britifh fugar-colonies or 
plantations in the Weft-Indies, laden with lum- 
ber and provifions, or either of them; and after 
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difcharging the fame at fuch fugar-colony or 
plantation fhall, on or before the firft day of Au- 
euft 1776, lade and take on board there, in 
order to be tranfported from thence into Great- 
Britain or Ireland, any goods or commodities 
which may be lawfully tranfported from fuch 
fugar-colony or plantation into Great-Britain or 
Ireland refpeétively, in any other Britifh veffel, 
upon condition that the mafter or perfon having 
the charge of fuch fhip or veflel which fhall have 
fo arrived on or before the faid firft day of Ja- 
‘nuary 1776, and fhall have been loaded on or 
before the faid firft day of Auguft 1776, fhall 
produce a certificate under the hand and feal of 
office of the colle€tor and comptroller, or other 
principal officer of his majefty’s cuftoms for the 
port or place where fuch goods thall be laden, 
certifying that fuch fhip or veffel did arrive at 
fuch fugar-colony or plantation on or before the 
firft day of January 1776, laden with lumber 
and provifions, or either of them, as the cafe 
may be; and that after having difcharged the 
fame in fuch fugar-colony or plantation, fhe had 
taken on board the feveral goods therein laden 
for Great-Britain or Ireland refpectively, defcrib- 
ing the name and burden of the fhip, with the 
name of the mafter and the contents of the car- 
go, with the particular marks and numbers of the 
packages of each fort and {fpecies of goods fo 
laden, the port or place where, and the time 
when laden, and the port in Great-Britain or 
Ireland to which the goods are configned ; and 

that 
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that bond and fecurity hath been given for the 
due landing thereof according to law, which 
certificate fuch colleétor and comptroller, or other 
principal officer of the cuftoms, are hereby re- 
quired and enjoined to give without fee or 
reward. 


ProvipEpD always, and be it further enaéted 
by the authority aforefaid, that nothing in this 
act fhall extend, or be conftrued to extend, to 
any fhip or veffel, or the cargo thereof, which 
fhall have been or may be cleared out from any 
port in Great-Britain or Ireland, before the firft 
day of January 1776, and fhall be bound to any 
of the Britifh fugar-colonies in the Weit-Indies, 
or which hath been, or may be fo cleared out 
from the faid Britith fugar-colonies, and fhall be 
bound to Great-Britain or Ireland, in cafe it fhall 
appear by the regifter of fuch fhip or veffel that 
two-thirds at leaft of the owners of fuch thip or 
veflel are his majefty’s fubje@s, refiding in Great- 
Britain or Ireland, or in fome of the faid Britith 
fugar-colonies, nor to any fhip or veffel, or the 
cargo thereof, which fhall be cleared out from 
any port in Great-Britain or Ireland, after the 
twentieth day of January 1476, and fhall be 
bound to any of the Britith fugar-colonies, or 
which fhall be cleared out after the twenty-fifth 
day of March 1776, from the faid Britith fugar- 
colonies, and fhall be bound to Great-Britain or 
Ireland in cafe it fhall appear by the oath or af- 
firmation of one or more of the owners of fuch 
{hip 
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fhip or veffel, to be endorfed on the regifter 
thereof, to be taken before the collector or other 
principal officer of the cuftoms at the port or 
place where fuch fhip or veffel fhall be cleared 
out, (which oath or affirmation fuch collector or 
other principal officer of the cuftoms is hereby 
authorized and required to adminifter) that two- 
thirds at leaft of fuch fhip or veflel are the pro- 
perty of his majefty’s fubjects refiding in Great- 
Britain or Ireland, or in fome of the faid fugar- 


colonies or plantations. 


Anp whereas many and large debts are now 
due from the inhabitants of the North-American 
colonies herein before mentioned, to divers of his 
majefty’s good and loyal fubjeéts refiding in Great- 
Britain, Ireland, and the Britifh plantations in the 
Weft-Indies—and many of fuch good and loyal 
fubjects may have eflates and effedts in fome of 
the faid North-American colonies: and whereas 
eoods and merchandize have been or may be 
shipped or laden ‘nthe faid colonies for and on 
account of fuch debts, eftates or effeis—and 
other goods and merchandize may be laden there 
and fent from thence in confequence of orders 
civen for that purpofe ; Be it therefore enacted 
by the authority aforefaid, that nothing in this 
a& fhall extend, or be conftrued to extend, to 
any fhip or veffel which fhall have cleared out 
and failed from any of the faid colonies for Great- 

Britain, Ireland, or any of the Britifh plantations 


in the Weft-Indies, on or before the firft day of 
January 
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January 1776, nor fhall extend, or be conftrued 
to extend, to forfeit any goods or merchandize 
or effe€ts, which fhall be laden or fhipped on 
board any fhip or veffel in any of the faid North- 
American colonies on or before the twenty-fifth 
day of March 1776, as a remittance to any of 
his majefty’s fubje&ts refiding in Great-Britain, 
Ireland, or the Britith colonies or plantations in 
the Weit-Indies, for or on account of any fuch 
eftates, effects or debts, or in confequence of 
any order given for that purpofe before the twen- 
ty-firlt day of December 1775, provided that 
proof thereof fhall be made on oath of the par- 
ties to whom fuch goods, merchandize or effects, 
fhall be configned, or otherwife to the fatisfaGi- 
on of the judge or court before whom any {ei- 
zure of fuch goods, merchandize or effects, fhall 
be depending, any thing herein contained to the 
contrary notwithftanding. 


PROVIDED always, and it is hereby further 
enacted by the authority aforefaid, that nothing 
herein contained fhall extend, or be conftrued to 
extend, to any fhip or veffel the property of any 
perfon or perfons refiding in the faid colonies 
of New-Hamphhire, Maffachufetts-Bay, Rhode- 
Ifland, Conneticut, New-York, New-Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, the Three Lower Counties on De- 
laware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina and Georgia, which, on or be- 
fore the firlt day of January 1776, fhall have 
failed from any port or place in urope where 
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fuch hip or veffel might lawfully trade, or which, 
on or before the firft day of January 1776, fhall 
be adlually laden in any fuch port or place for 
Great-Britain or Ireland, with fuch goods and 
merchandize as fuch fhip or veffel might lawfully 
fo tranfport ; nor to any fhip or veflel as fhal!, on 
the faid firft day of January 1776, remain in 
any port of Great-Britain or Ireland, any thing 
herein contained to the contrary: thereof in any- 
wife notwithitanding. 


Provipep alfo, and it is hereby further enact- 
ed by the authority aforefaid, that nothing in 
this act contained fhall extend, or be conf{trued 
to extend, to any thip or veflel, being the proper- 
ty of any of the inhabitants of the ifland of Nan- 
tucket, employed in the whale fifhery only, if it 
fhall appear by the papers on board, that fuch 
fhip or veflel was fitted and cleared from thence 
before the firft day of December 1775, or if the 
mafter or other perfon having the charge of any 
fuch fhip or veffel as aforefaid, thall produce a 
certificate under the hand and feal of the governor 
or commander in chief of the province of the 
Maffachufetts-Bay, fetting forth, that fuch fhip 
or veflel (exprefiing her name and the name of 
her mafter, and defcribing her built and burden) 
is the whole and entire property of his majefty’s 
fubjeéts of the faid ifland of Nantucket, and was 
the property of one or more of them on or be- 
fore the twenty-fifth day of March 1775. 


ANB 


gag 


Awnp whereas, before the pafling this aét, and 
fince the commencement of the faid unnatural 
rebellion, divers perfons, veflels, cargoes and 
other effects, may have been feized, detained, 
examined, fearched, damaged or deftroyed, for 
the publick fervice, in withftanding or fupprefling 
the faid rebellion, Be it further enagted by the au- 
thority aforefaid, that all fuch acts fhall be deem- 
ed jult and legal to all intents, conftru€tions and 
purpofes whatfoever ; and if any a@ion or fuit 
fhall be commenced or profecuted againft any 
perfon or perfons for or by reafon of any thing 
fo done, or for or by reafon of any thing done 
or acted in purfuance of this a&, then, and in 
every fuch cafe fuch ation or fuit fhall be com- 
menced within fix calendar months next after 
the fact committed, and not afterwards; and the 
defendant or defendants fhall and may plead the 
general iflue, and give this act and the {pecial mat. 
ter in evidence ; and if the a& fhall appear to have 
been done for the fervice of the publick, or in 
purfuance of and by the authority of this a, or 
if any fuch action or fuit fhall be brought after 
the time herein before limited for bringing the 
fame, then the jury fhall find for the defendant 
or defendants ; and, upon fuch finding, or if the 
plaintiff or plaintiffs fhall be nonfuited, or difcon- 
tinue his or their ation after the defendant. or 
defendants fhall have appeared, or if any demur- 
rer, judgment fhall be given againft the plaintiff 
or plaintifis, the defendant or defendants fhall 


and may recover treble cofts. 
Anna 
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Anp be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
faid, that this aét, as far as the fame relates to the 
capture and forfeiture of fhips and veflels belong- 
ing to the inhabitants of the above-mentioned 
colonies, fhall, except in the cafes herein before 
mentioned, commence and be in force from and 
after the firft day of January 17763; and fo far 
as the fame relates to the capture and forfeiture 
of all other fhips and veffels that fhall be found 
going to trade in or at any of the faid colonies, 
from and after the firft day of February 1776; 
and fo far as the fame relates to the capture and 
forfeiture of all other fhips and veflels that fhall 
be found trading in or at any of the faid colo- 
nies, or bound and trading from any port or 
place in the fame, from and after the twenty-fifth 
day of March 1776, and fhall continue to be in 
force fo long as the faid colonies refpectively fhall 
remain in a ftate of rebellion. 


ProvipED always neverthelefs, and it is here- 
by enaéted by the authority aforefaid, that, in 
order to encourage all well-affected perfons in 
any of the faid colonies to exert themfelves in 
fappreffing the rebellion therein, and to afford a 
fpeedy protection to thofe who are difpofed to 
return to their duty, it fhall and may be lawful 
to and for any perfon or perfons appointed and 
authorized by his majefty to grant a pardon or 
pardons to any number or defcription of perfons, 
by proclamation, in his majefty’s name, to de- 
clare any colony or province to be at the peace 


of 
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of his majefty ; and, from and after the iffuing 
of any fuch proclamation in any of the aforefaid 
colonies or provinces, or if his majefty fhall be 
gracioufly pleafed to fignify the fame by his royal 
proclamation, then, from and after the iffuing of 
fuch proclamation this a¢t, with refpect to fuch 
colony or province, colonies or provinces, county, 
town, port, diftri€t or place, fhall ceafe, deter- 
mine, and be utterly void; and if any capture 
fhall be made after the date and iffuing of fuch 
proclamation of any fhips or veffels and their car- 
goes, belonging to the inhabitants of any fuch 
colony or province, colonies or provinces refpec- 
tively, the fame fhall be reftored to the owners 
of fuch fhips or veffels, upon claim being entered, 
and due proof made, of their property therein, 
and the captors fhall not be liable to any ation 
for feizing or detaining the faid fhips or veflels, 
or their cargoes, without proof being made that 
they had actual notice of fuch proclamation hav- 
ing been iffued. 


ProvipEpD always, that fuch proclamation or 
_ proclamations fhall not difcharge or fufpend any 
proceedings upon any capture of any fuch fhip 
or veflel made before the date and iffuing thereof. 


Ne Out... 
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South-Carolina, Charlefton diftrict. 
At a court of general feffions of the peace, oyer and 


terminer, affize of general gaol delivery, begun to 
be holden in and for the diftriGt of Charlefton, at 
Charlefton in the colony aforefaid, on Tuefday the 
23d day of April, in the year of our Lord 1770s 


The prefentments of the grand-jury for the faid 
diftrict. 


5 ULLY fenfible and thoroughly convinced, 
that to live in a fociety without laws or a 

proper execution of them, to reftrain the licenti- 
ous nature of mankind, is the greateft mifery 
that can befal a people, and muft render any bo- 
dy of men in fuch a fituation, but little fuperior 
toa herd of brutes; and being no lefs fenfible 
that it was the fcheme of a corrupt nefarious ad 
miniftration in Great-Britain to reduce the good 
people of this colony to that wretched fituation, 
Som a want of officers to execute the laws, thofe 
whom they had appointed having refufed to act 
in their refpective ftations, that through the evil 
effeéts of anarchy and confufion, the people might 
become an eafy prey to the cruel defigns of their 
infidious enemies; while we lament the neceflity 
which has obliged the people to refume into their 
hands, thofe powers of government which were 
originally derived from themfelves for the pro= 
techion 


(i 32% | 


tection of thofe rights which Gop alone has giv- 
en them, as effential to their happinefs; we 
cannot but exprefs our moft unfeigned joy in the 
happy conftitution of government now eftablithed 
in this colony, which promifes every blefling to 
its inhabitants which a people endued with virtue, 
and a jult regard to the rights of mankind, could 
defire. With gratitude to the Divine Ruler of 
human events, and with the moft pleafing expeat- 
ation of happinefs from a conttitution fo wife in 
its nature, and virtuous in its ends, being founded 
on the ftricteft principles of juftice and humanity, 
and confiftent with every privilege incident to the 
dignity of a rational being; we cannot but de- 
clare we think every oppofition to its operations, 
or difregard to its authority, the fouleft crimina- 
lity a mortal can be guilty of, highly offenfive to 
the eyes of Gop. and of all juft men, and deferv- 
ing the moft exemplary punifhment. 


We cannot but deplore the unhappy fituation 
of any few amongit all the people of this colony, 
who, through an ignorance of their true interefts 
and juft rights, and from a want of proper in- 
formation of the real truth, may be mifled by the 
artifice and cunning of their falfe and defigning - 
enemies, from areal fenfe of thofe benefits which 
our prefent conftitution has fo amply provided 
for: benefits which are not confined or limited 
to any ranks or degrees of men in particular, but 
generally, equally and indifcriminately extending 
to all, from the richeft to the pooreft, and which 
time 
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time and a little patient experience muft foon , 
evince. 


Every good citizen muft be happy in the con- 
fideration of the choice of thofe officers, appointed 
in the adminiftration of our prefent government ; 
as well in the impartial, mode of an appointment 
arifing from the people themfelves, and the l- 
mited duration of their power, as in their per- 
fonal chara@ters as men, juftly beloved and re- 
vered by their country, and whofe merits and 
virtues entitle them to every pre-eminence. 


Friiiep with thefe fentiments, arifing from 
mature deliberation, and the moft impartial en- 
quiry, we muft further declare, that bleftings 
fuch as thefe we have before enumerated, are 
too ineftimable to be loft; and that nothing in 
nature can repay the leaft violation of them; and 
although an accommodation with the power 
which attempts to deftroy them, may be highly 
worthy of attention, and upon principles truly” 
honourable, of obtaining ; yet we think ita fa. 
cred duty incumbent on every citizen, to main- 
tain and defend with his life and fortune, what is 
given and entrufted to him by the Hand of Pro- 

. -vidence, not for his own good only, but for the 
lafting happinefs of pofterity ; a truft, which no 
law can ever annul, which is the grand principle 
of exiftence, and the fource of every focial virtue. 


II. We prefent as a grievance intolerable. to, 
the 
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the fpirit of the people, born and nurtured in the 
arms of freedom, and, though ever fubmiflive to 
the juft mandates of legal authority, holding 
every oppreffion as deteftable ; the unjuft, cruel, 
and diabolical acts of the Britifh parliament, not 
only declaring the good people of the United — 
Colonies of North-America rebels, for defending 
thofe invaluable rights, which no human power 
can lawfully diveft them of, but making all mur- 
ders, rapines, thefts, robberies, and other inhu- 
man oppreflions, done before the pafling of thofe 
acts, without authority, and which were after 
palling the faid aéts to be done by the Britith 
forces in thefe colonies, legal and warrantable, to 
the eternal difgrace and indelible infamy of a 
kingdom once renowned for her juftice, honour 
and humanity, but now meanly defcending to 
that wanton profligacy which even favages abhor. 


Jonathan Scott, foreman, John Owen, 


George Cooke, john Smyth, 
Thomas Jones, Jofeph Jenkins, 
John Lightwood, Jofeph Cox, 
Deter leres, Daniel Leilefne, 
Philip Mayer, __ Lewis Dutarque, 


Haac Mazyck, John Singeltary. 
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By major-general Clinton, commander of bis maje~ 
Sfay’s forces in the fouthern provinces of North- 


America. 


A PROCLAMATION. 


FHEREAS the moft unprovoked and 

VW wicked rebellion has for fome time paft 
prevailed, and doth now exilt, within his majefty’s 
province of South-Carolina ; and the inhabitants, 
forgetting their allegiance to their fovereign, 


and denying the authority of the laws and {fta- | 


tutes of the realm, have, in a fucceffion of crimes, 
proceeded to the total fubverfion of all lawful 
authority, ufurping the powers of government, 
and erefting a tyranny in the hands of congrefles 
and committees of various denominations, utter- 
ly unknown and repugnant to the fpirit of the 
Britifh conftitution ; and divers people, in avowed 
defiance to all legal authority, are now actually 
in arms, waging unnatural war again{t their King: 
and whereas all attempts to reclaim the infatu- 
ated and mifguided multitude to a fenfe of their 
error, have unhappily proved ineffectual: 1 have 
it in command to proceed forthwith againft all 
fuch men, or bodies of men in arms, and againit 
all congrefies and committees thus unlawfully 
eftablifhed, as againft open enemies to the ftate. 


But, confidering it a duty infeparable from the. 


principle of humanity, firft of all to forewarn the 
deluded 
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deluded people of the miferies ever attendant 
upon civil war, I do moft carneftly entreat, and 
exhort them, as they tender their own happinefs, 
and that of their pofterity, to appeafe the venge- 
ance of an injured and juftly incenfed nation, by 
a return to their duty to our common fovereign, 
and to the bleflings of a free government, as efta- 
blithed by law; hereby offering, in his majefty’s 
name, free pardon to all fuch as fhall lay down 
their arms, and fubmit to the laws, And I do 
hereby require, that the provincial congrefs and 
all committees of fafety, and other unlawful affo- 
ciations, be diffolved, and the judges allowed to 
hold their courts according to the laws and con- 
{titution of this province; of which all perfons 
are required to take notice, as they will anfwer 
the contrary at their utmoft peril. 


Given on board the Sovereign tranfport, the 
6th day of June, 1776, and in the 16th year 
of his majefty’s reign. 

H. Ciinton. 
By command of general Clinton, 
Richard Reave, fecretary. 


To the magiftrates of the province of 
South-Carolina, to be by them made 
publick, | 
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Line) GONG ge. 3-toe 
Philadelphia, July 20th, 1776. 


y ESOLVED, that the thanks of the United 
H& States of America be given to major-gene- 
ral Lee, colonel William Moultrie, colonel Wil- 
liam Thompfon, and the officers and foldiers 
under their commands, who, on the 28th of June 
laft, repulfed, with fo much valour, the attack 
which was that day made on the ftate of South- 
Carolina, by the fleet and army of his Britannic 


majefty. 


Tuar mr. prefident tranfmit the foregoing re- 
folution to general Lee, colonel Moultrie and 
colonel Thompfon. 7 

By order of the Congrefs, : 
Joun Hancock, prefident. 


Bec 0F AER La Sa ares 


A return of the number of privates, and of the 
names of the officers, in the fecond regiment of 
South-Carolina, who were in the fort on Sulli- 
van’s ifland, and fought the Britifh fleet on the 
28th of Fune 1776. 


NE colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, one 
major, ten captains, feven firft lieutenants, 


nine fecond lieutenants, one adjutant, twenty- 
four 
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four fergeants, fourteen drums and fifes, and 
three hundred and fix privates. 


Names of the OFFICERS. 


William Moultrie, colonel, 
Tfaac Motte, licutenant-colonel, 
Francis Marion, major. 


Cote Dey As Ie Nis: 


Peter Horry, 
Nicholas Eveleigh, 
James M‘Donaid, 
Ifaac Harlefton, 
Charles Motte, 
Francis Huger; 
Richard Afhby, 
Richard Shubrick, 
William Oliphant, 
John Blake. 
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William Charnock, 
Thomas Leffefne, 
Thomas Moultrie, 

Daniel Maryck, 

Jacob Shubrick, 

Thomas Dunbar, 
William Moultrie, junior, 


a 


Thomas 


( 
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Thomas Hall, 
Henry Gray, 
Ifaac Dubofe, 
\ Richard-Bohun Baker, 
Adrian Provaufe, 
Richard Mafon, 
Peter Gray, 
Bafil Jackfon, 
Marion, 
Andrew Delient, adjutant. 


N OTE XVIL.« Pe eater es: 


Intercepted letters, relative to a plan of co-operation 
by the Britifb Indians and tories againft the friends 
of Congre/s in the weftern parts of the fouthern 


frates. | 
GENTLEMEN, 


OME time ago mr. Cameron and myielf 

,_J wrote you a letter by mr. Thomas, and en- 
clofed you a talk we had with the Indians refpect- 
ing the purchafe which is reported you lately made 
of them, on the river Wattaga Neluchudkey, 
&c. we are fince informed that you are under 
great apprehenfions of the Indians doing mifchief 
immediately ; but it is not the defire of his maje- 
fty to fet his friends and allies the Indians on 
his liege fubjects, therefore whoever you are, that 
are willing to join his majefty’s forces, as foon as 
chey arrive at the Cherokee nation, by repairing 
to 
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to the King’s ftandard, fhall find protection, and 
their families, and be free from all danger what- 
ever; yet, that his majefty’s officers may be cers 
tain which of you are willing to take up arms in 
his majefty’s juft right, I have thought fit to re- 
commend it to you, and every one that is defir- 
ous of preventing inevitable ruin to themfelves 
and families, immediately to fubfcribe a written 
paper, acknowledging their allegiance to his ma- 
jefty King George, and that they are ready and 
willing, whenever called on, to appear in arms in 
defence of the Britifh right in America; which 
paper, as foon as it is figned, and fent to me by a 
fafe hand, fhould any of the inhabitants be defir- 
ous of knowing how they are to be free from 
every kind of infult or danger, inform them that 
his majefty will immediately land an army in the 
Wett-Flordia, march them through the Creek to 
the Chickafaw nation, where five hundred war- 
riors from each nation are to join them, and then 
come by Chote, who have promifed their aflift- 
ance, and then to take poffeflion of the frontiers 
of North-Carolina and Virginia, at the fame 
time that his majefty’s forces make a diverfion 
on the fea coaft of thofe provinces. If any of 
the inhabitants have any beef, cattle, flour, pork, 
or horfes to fpare, they fhall have a good price 
for them, for applying to us as foon as his maje- 
fty’s troops are embodied. 


Lam, 
Your’s, &c. 


(Signed) Henry Sruarr. 
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WATTAGA- 


Turs day Nathan Read came before one of 
the juftices of Wattaga, and made oath on the 
Holy Evangelifts of Almighty Gop, that a ftranger 
came up to Charles Robinfon’s gate yelterday 
evening, who he was he did not know, and de- 
livered a letter, a true copy of which is above. 


' JoHn CARTER 


Sworn before me the r9th of May, 1776. 


Atteft, - James SMITH. 


Extrad of @ letter to general Gage, from lord Wil- 
liam Campbell, late governor of South-Carolina. 


Tamar, in Rebellion-Road, September 20, 1775s 


SIR, 


I pip myfelf the honour to write to your €x- 
cellency by the only two opportunities that of- 
fered fince my arrival in this province, Captain 
Tollemache and Mr. Logie, and was in hopes his 
majefty’s fervice to the northward would have 
permitted fome little attention to have been paid 
to the fouthern provinces. -I have now only to 
acquaint your excellency, that this province has 
for fome time been in a ftate of open rebellion, 
and after undergoing many mortifications and 
infults, I was at laft obliged a few days ago to 


take refuge on board the Tamar, and leave the 
officers 
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officers of the crown difarmed and confined to 
Charlefton; the bearer of this, mr. Kirkland, 
was a lieutenant of militia in the back parts of 
this country ;-1 know him to be a man who has 
great influence there, and by his attachment to 
government he has, I fear, facrificed his all; he 
has acquainted me with the particulars of the 
plan he means to communicate to your excelien- 
cy, and I am convinced, if the execution is not 
delayed too long, he may be made very ufeful 
in this and the neighbouring provinces, Georgia 
and North-Carolina. J have the honour to be, 
with great regard, 
Sir, 
Your excellency’s moft obedient, 
and moft humble fervant, 


W. Campsett. 


Extract of a letter to general Grant. 
St. Auguitine, October 4, 1775. 


I wave the pleafure of your’s by the St. Law- 
rence; by jending her you have done your old 
government effential fervice ; we wanted fuch a 
_.  veffel very much: fhe appeared off one day, and 
came over the bar the next with eafe, and with- 
| out a rub, and without unloading her guns or 
provifions ; our bar is better than ever I knew it. 
By our fteady attachment to our mother-country, 
we are become an cye-fore to our fifter-colonies, 
particularly to our foolifh young fifter Georgia 

eu and 
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and Carolina; they threatened, and have done 
every thing in their power to ftarve us, which is 
not in their power to effect ; their threats were 
of fervice, and alarmed the people here at firft, but 
L told them I was glad of it ;—that it was a fhame 
to truft our exiftence to others, and give them 
our money for what we could make as eafily as 
they could, which they now found to be true$ 
almoft every planter has made his provifions, ma- 
ny a great deal to {pare : I have above eight hun- 
dred bufhels of corn to fpare of the Belle Vifta 
crop, a fine crop of rice at the Mufquito, already 
reaped and in the barn-yard ; a fecond cutting 
of the fame rice almoft ripe. 


I am furprifed to find you and the army in the 
ftate you have been in; I flatter myfelf you will 
move to advantage foon. The fouthern people 
are madder than the northern, though I believe 
not fuch great rogues ; they have got to the high- 
eft pitch of raving madnefs ; you will have heard 
of one hundred and ten barrels of our powder taken 
out of Loftus, off our bar, by a veflel fitted out 
of Carolina, with an order from the prefident of 
the committee of fafety to proceed on that bufi- 
nefs. Our neighbours talk of vifiting us to take 
our ordnance ftores, but this I look upon as mere 
vapour, and that they will not feel bold enough ; 
if they do, we will do our beft to drefs them ;— 
T hope the general will not take any more of the 
troops from us; I think he has already weakened 
us tco much; confider the fort and its contents 5 
confider 
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confider what our neighbours are willing to do; 
confider alfo that this is the beft, and only im- 
mediate communication between Great-Britain 
and our red * brothers. The beft friends of 
Great-Britain are in the back parts of the Caro- 
linas and Georgia; if the Indians were put in 
motion they would fuffer, and not the rebels ; but 
this will be delivered to you by one colonel Mo- 
fes Kirkland, who comes exprefs to general Gage; 
to him I refer you—what he tells you you may 
depend on; I think he may be made a powerful 
inftrument in the hands of government, fhould 
any thing be done this way, which I think ought 
immediately to be undertaken ; he knows every 
inch of Carolina, every road and by-road, every 
creek and fwamp, every perfon, and has a moit 
extenfive influence; is refolute, active and enter- 
prifing, and I think ought to receive the earlieft 
encouragement: he has not had a liberal edu- 
cation, but poffefles clear, ftrong, and manly 
fenfe ; and I think he is entirely to be depended 
on. I have had Mulcafter with me, he will fend 
you fome papers; fome others fhall be done on 
a larger fcale ; Kirkland can give you good intel- 
ligence :—Wallace, {| who atts with fo much 
fpirit and honour, can alfo furnifh you with rich 
materials on that head ; I remember he was very 
bufy when there in founding and furveying. I 

lament, 


* Red Brothers, a nickname for Indians. 
+ A captain of a man of war. He was feveral years fiationed 


in Carolina, and had infinite marks of friendfhip and civility 
fhewn him. 
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lament, as you may imagine, the prefent ftate of 
affairs, and the fituation of moft of my friends, 
who have been worked powerfully on, and have, 
to my great forrow, taken a wrong turn. I need 
not fay any thing further to you on the ftate of 
things in thefe parts of the world, as Kirkland 
will be better than a very long letter. I hope 
foon to fee order drawn out of confufion, and 
reftored, and that good men may efcape; but 
that every rogue and vile fool, and that every 
wilful and violent oppofer may meet with their 
full and juft reward. My dear friend, adieu! 
Tam, moft affectionately and fincerely your’s, 


Joun MovuLtriz.* 


Extrad of a letter from captain Frederick George 
Mulcafter, an engineer fettled in Auguftine, to 
general Grant. 


St. Auguitine, Sept. 29, 1775. 


Tuere arrived here about four days ago colo- 
nel Kirkland, one of the back-country fettlers in 
South-Carolina ; he refufed to fign the aflociati- 
on, and was the occafion of many others doing 
fo; Willam-Henry Drayton did his utmoft en- 

deavours 


* Mr. John Moultrie is a native of South-Carolina, and bro- 
ther of colonel William Moultrie, who fo gallantly defended 
the fort on Sullivan’s ifland, and defeated the Englifh fqua- 
dron commanded by fir Peter Parker. He was prevailed upon 
by governor Grant to quit Carolina, and fettle in Eaft-Florida, 
of which province he was by the intereft of mr. Grant made 
lieutenant governor. 
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deavours to gain him over to their party, but in 
vain ; they then offered a reward of two thoufand 
pounds fterling to any one that would apprehend 
him ; he efcaped at laft from a party who was in 
purfuit of him, by getting between them and 
Charlefton, and took that road, which they not 
in the leaft fufpeGing, he got fafe, after a journey 
of two hundred miles, to lord William Campbell’s 
houfe, and from thence, the next morning, on 
board the man of war; he fays the back fettlers 
are two to one in number more than ‘the rebel- 
party; they got fome powder, but when it came 
to be divided they had only two rounds a man ; 
he fails from hence in the tranfport to Virginia, 
in order to proceed to general Gage; he has an 
honeft open countenance, good natural under- 
ftanding, and may be a man of infinite ufe, when 
troops are fent to, Charlefton, (which furely will 
not be long ;) even now a regiment to be fent 
up Savannah river, their back fettlers would meet 
them, and the two provinces of Georgia and Ca- 
rolina would be thrown into terror; the commit. 
tee here prevented falt and other articles, which 
they cannot be without, from being fent to them ; 
thefe circumftances inflame the back-fettlers, who 
only want ammunition to do themfelves juftice. 
Kirkland has undoubtedly great weight with 
thofe people. Since he came away his plantation 
has been ranfacked, five thoufand weight of in- 
digo deftroyed, and his fixty negroes he knows 
not where; he has with him a fon about twelve 
or thirteen years old, who efcaped by being drefled 
like 
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like a girl, for they ufed their utmoft endeavours 
to get him, in hopes the feizing his child would 
bring him to terms; you will undoubtedly fee 
him, and he will give you a true {tate of the 
fouthern provinces; the above particulars you 
may depend upon, and I write them that you 
may not be without intelligence in regard to a 
part of the world you have already ferved in with 
fo much fuccefs. The Catawba Indians are with 
the rebel-party ; but they confift of a few, and 
as thefe back-fettlers are feated round their nati- 
on, they intend to feize their women and chil- 
dren the moment they hear they attempt violence. 
John Stuart got fome powder from Tonyn, and 
fent it by an interpreter and an Indian to the 
Creck nation, but they were met by fome Geor- 
gians on the north fide of Mazo, who had got 
information from one Lane of this province, who 
feized the ammunition, and carried it to Savan- 
nah; however, the interpreter and the Indian 
proceeded to the nation: John Stuart’s deputy, 
Cameron, wrote him word fome time fince, if they 
did not get powder he could not anfwer for the 
Indians, as he believed they would certainly go 
down to Savannah to demand it; fo it is not un- 
likely they may have fome of their red * brethren 
upon their backs; fome of the gentlemen of 
Georgia ftill hold out, and have not figned the 
affociation; but governor Wright has no autho- 
rity, nor has not had any for fome time. Lord 
Dartmouth has’ direéted the land-office to be 

opened 


* Savage Indians. 
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opened for this province, in order to grant land 
to any perfons who choofe to take refuge here, 
and to be iree of quit-rents for ten years. 


Copy of a letter from Mr. Fobn Stuart to 
general Gage. 


st. Auguitine, October 3, 1775. 


SIR, 


Last night I had the honour of receiving 
your excellency’s letter of September 12, and I 
fhall pay the ftricteft attention to your commands 
contained in it. Nothing in my power fhall be 
negleéted to forward the intereft of government, 
and your excellency’s views. 


SINCE writing my laft letter by colonel Kirk- 
land, I have received by the way of Savannah a 
copy of a Talk from the Cherokees to mr. Ca- 
meron, which I now enclofe; it fhews their dif- 
pofition, which I fhall by all means cultivate, * 
for which purpofe my brother is preparing to fet 
off for the Creek, and afterwards for the Chero- 
kee nation. It occurs to me, that it will no 
longer be good policy to foment the difference 
between the Cho€taw and Creek Indians; for 
| while they continue at war, it will be difficult, or 
even 


* The Talk contained an affurance from the Cherokees, that 
they were ready to attend Cameron, and maffacre all the back 
fettlers of Carolina and Georgia, without diftingtion of age or 
fex. 
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even impoflible, to get the Creeks to act in his 
majefty’s fervice, by which they muft expofe 
their women and children to the attacks of their 
enemies. I fhall impatiently wait for your excel- 
lency’s ideas upon this fubject, which I humbly 
fubmit ; in the mean-time I fhall fend the necef- 
fary inftru€tions throughout the diftrict. 


I sHALL immediately take fteps to get fome 
Indians here, which will be an acquifition to this 
place in its prefent weak ftate, and I have been 
for fome time paft ufing all poffible means of 
fupplying myfelf with neceffaries for engaging 
the Indians firmly in his majefty’s intereft. Iam 
apprehenfive I fhall find difficulty in getting a 
fupply of provifions, I have the honour of be- 
ing, with the utmoft refpect, 

Sir, ‘ 
Your excellency’s moft obedient, 
and molt humble fervant, 
JoHn STUART. 


St. Auguftine, 3 OGober, 1775- 
SIR, 


Cotonex Kirkland will acquaint your excel- 
lency that a great majority of the frontiers and 
back inhabitants of Carolina are attached to, 
and inclined to fupport government; in fuch 
circumftances, 1 conceive, that an indifcriminate 
attack by Indians, would be contrary to your 


excellency’s idea, and might do much harm— 
but 
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but I fhall difpofe them to join in executing any 
concerted plan, and to act with and affift their 
well-difpofed neighbour—The Attachaway Indi- 
ans are now here, and I now look with impati- 
ence for anfwers to my defpatches to the different 
nations, which I have reafon to expect every 
hour. I have the honour of being, moft refpeét- 
fully, 
Sir, z 
Your excellency’s moft obedient, 
moft humble fervant, 


joun Sruarr. 
_ To general Gage. 


THESE, and feveral other letters to the fame 
effect, were found in pofleffion of Moles Kirk- 
land, who was taken prifoner by the Americans 
in his paflage to Bofton, in the year 1775, whi- 
_ther he was going exprefs to general Gage, the 
commander in chief of the royal army.—For fur- 
ther particulars fee Almon’s Remembrancer. for 
1776, part 3d, pages 176—180. 
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Copy of talks delivered to bis excellency the prefident 
of South-Carolina, in council, February 3, 1777» 
by the Bird and the Mankiller, warriors of the 
Cherokee nation. , ) 


nck sizeable: 


W AS ordered to come down here to this houfe. 

Iam come down here, and 1 fee you all here. 
Tam come down the path—and I have fwept it 
with a white cloth, and made. it bright and 
clear—I come from the nation. 


T am now in my beloved brother’s houfe. My 
nation fent me as a meflenger. My nation have 
{een their folly, and J hope my beloved men of 
Charlefton will take me by the hand. I am fent 
down with a good talk, and I hope you and the 
people will hear it. 

A String of white Beans. 


We have got a town called Tomawtly, and 
feveral brother-towns—they have fent this as a 
token, and hope now to reft in their beds and 


fleep. 
A Srrine of white Beans. 


Tus beloved men of Noewee have fent this, 


and hope to hear a good talk back. They have 
been 
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been walking through the Long Grafs, and want 
now to ftay at home. 


A String of white Bzaps. 


THE warriors of Cootels were gone out when 
I came away to go and hunt for meat. 


A StTrine of white Beaps. 


Tue town of Okoneylufty fent this—they 


heard a good talk there from the beloved man 
who fent a woman with it. 


A {mall Srrine of white Beans. 


Tue warrior of Cowee fent this by me the 
warrior of Noewee. The people of Cowee, he 
faid, would come back and fettle their houfes in 
the {pring, but that they were out now hunting. 


A Srrine of white Beans. 


A BELOVED woman in the valley fends you 
this. She fays the Great Man above direéts all 
things. Her eldeft fifter had children above, and 
the hopes they would have children raifed up 
altogether. The Great Man above had fent fire 
down and fpoiled the path, and hoped they 
would make the path clear again. 


A Strrine of white Beaps. 


I am come down to talk with my brothers, 
and I hope to talk good with them. I am but a 
young man, but I will talk good, and I hope to 
. have 
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have good talks to carry back. The Great Man 
above put us all down upon the earth, but I 
don’t know what is the matter that we quarrel. 
My father has come down with me—is with me 
now, and hears me talk. My father is with my 
eldeft brothers, and is telling you what to do. ° 
My Father above has told you my eldeit brothers 
to take care of your youngeft brothers, the *red 
people. When the white people came over here 
firft, the Great Man above fet them here by the 
river-fide very faft. The red people were for- 
merly very glad to fee their eldeft brothers, and 
their brothers were very glad to feethem. ‘There 
is a white cloth now in the path, and I hope we 
will all walk on it and dirty it no more. 1 hope 
we will all hold one another faft by the hand. 


A SrrinG of white BEADS. 


ITrarr good. Tam ient asa meflenger, and 
T hope the children will grow up on both fides. 
Tam come down to talk that the children may 
be raifed up—that the children may grow up as 
the woods grow in the woods. I hope my oldett 
brothers will take care of my youngelt brothers. 
Tam not a rogue, nor will I give a roguifh talk, 
but ftand to what talk I give. 1 am fent as a 
mefienger 3 they told me not fo be tired, but 
come and give the talk they fent by me. The 
beloved town of Choti fent this. The prince of 
Choti fays, when he hears a talk from his bro- 
thers, he will thank me for bringing this talk 


here. . 
1 TOLD 
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I roxip them to come and hear the talk, but 
they faid they had been and given a talk in Vir- 
ginia, and they now fend this. That by that 
talk they had made the path ftraight and clear, 
and hoped they would have traders come in 
again. 

A Strrine of white Beans, 
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My eldeft brothers and the warriors are now 
met here to hear what I am going to fay. For- 
merly my great father and the warrior made the 
path ftrong, but you have now broken it. The 
boys have thrown off their father, and I am now 
come into light, now Iam come into this houfe. 
You have deftroyed my houfes, but it is not my 
eldeft brothers fault, but my father’s over the 


great water. 
A Srrinc of white BrEaps. 


I mer the warrior, beloved man, in the Long 
Grafs, and had good talks with him. I am not 
fent as a meflenger as the others are—I come of 
my own accord alone with the warrior colonel 
Williamfon. 

A Srrine of white Beaps. 


A BELOVED woman on little Choti fent this. 
She fays the young men are great rogues—her 
children are out in the woods, and fhe does not 
like 
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like it—fhe hopes you will make it up with 


them. 
A Srrine of white Beans. 


My old friend mr. Williamfon has been a 
great trader—but I was told you were all naked— 
but I have been about town and find a great deal 
of goods. I gave a great deal of land over Sa- 
yannah river to pay my debts. I owed him, but 
I underftand my father over the great water 
would not let him keep it. The warriors in the 
lower towns have taken away his goods, but they 
cannot take away his land that is his, given him 
by the whole nation. 


A Srrine of white Braps. 
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Articles of the definitive treaty of peace, concluded 
on, and figned at Dewit’s Corner, the 20th day 
of May, 1777, between the ftates of South-Caro- 
lina and Georgia and the Cherokee Indians. 


Arric Le |. HE Cherokee nations acknow- 

ledge, that the troops, during 
jaft fummer, repeatedly defeated their forces, 
vidtorioufly penetrated through their lower towns, 
middle fettlements and vallies, and quietly and 
unoppofed built, held, and continue to occupy, 
the fort at Seneca, thereby did effet and main- 


tain the conquett of all the Cherokee lands, eaft- 
ai ward 
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ward of the Unacaye mountain ; and, to and for 
their people, did acquire, poffefs, and yet continue 
to hold, in and over the faid lands, all and fin- 
gular the rights incidental to conqueft; and the 
Cherokee nation, in confequence thereof, do cede 
the faid lands to the faid people, the people of 
South-Carolina. — 


ARTICLE II. South-Carolina will immediately 
fend a fupply of goods into the Cherokee nation 
and fettlements for fale, and permit the Chero- 
kees, during their good behaviour, to inhabit the 
middle fettlements and vallies weftward of the 
higheft part of the Occonnee mountain; but 
they fhall not, beyond a line extended fouth-weft 
and north-eaft acrofs the higheft part of the Oc- 
connee mountain, proceed or advance, without 
permiffion from the commanding officer at fort 
Rutledge ; to apply for which, one runner may 
at any time be fent by the Cherokees: provided 
neverthelefs, that, during this prefent year, the 
Cherokees may raife, gather and remove, the 
corn they have planted on the eaft fide of the 
Occonnee mountain. 


ArticLe HI. The government of South-Ca- 
rolina will endeavour that the Cherokees be fur- 
nifhed with fupplies of goods as ufual; and that 
the trade fhall be put under the beft regulations. 
Every perfon, who, without a proper. pafs or li- 
cenfe, fhali arrive in the Cherokee nation or fet- 
tlements, the Cherokees fhall immediately appre- 
hend, 
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hend, and deliver to the commanding officer at 
fort Rutledge, and feize to their own ufe all the 
cattle, horfes, goods and effects, conducted into 


their fettlements by every fuch perfon. 


Arricte IV. Every white perfon who infti- 
gated, or endeavoured to inftigate, the Chero- 
kees to the late war, or encouraged or aided 
them, or endeavoured to do fo in the profecuti- 
on of it, and who now is, or hereafter may be, 
in their power, fhall, without delay, by the Che- 
rokees, be apprehended and delivered to the 
commanding officer at fort Rutledge ; and the 
Cherokees fhall take to their own ule all the ef- 
feéts, which in their nation or fettlements they 
may find in the poffeffion of, or belonging to, 
every fuch white perfon, and for every fuch 
white perfon fo delivered, fhall be paid five hun- 
dred pounds weight of dreffed leather, or the 
value thereof, 


- ArTicLe V. Any Indian who, in the Chero- 
kee nation or fettlements, fhall murder a white 
perfon, fhall be immediately apprehended and 
conveyed to fort Rutledge by the Cherokees, 
who, in prefence of the commanding officer at 
that poft, fhall put the murderer to death ; and 


if any white or other perfon belonging to South 


Carolina or Georgia, fhall, in the Cherokee na- 
tion, or any white or other perfon fhall, in South- 
Carolina or Georgia, murder a Cherokee Indi- 


an, every fuch perfon, duly convicted thereof, 
: fhall 


i 
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fhall fuffer death in prefence of the Cherokee 
Indians, if any fhall attend at the time and place 
of execution; and that they may have an op- 
portunity of attending, due notice of the time 
and place of fuch intended execution fhall be 
fent to the Cherokees. 


Articie VI. All white and Indian perfons 
fhall be fet at liberty as foon as poffible; all ne- 
grocs taken during the late war, and who now 
are, or hereafter may be, in the power of the 
Cherokees, fhall, as foon as poflible, be delivered 
to the commanding officer at fort Rutledge, to- 
gether with the horfes, by any of their people, 
before the late war, ftolen from South-Carolina, 
Georgia, North-Carolina, or Virginia, and which 
now are, or hereafter may be, in the power of 
the Cherokees, to the end that reftitution may 
be made to their true owners. 


ArTicLe VII. For every runaway negro that 
fhail be apprehended and delivered by the Che- 
rokees to the commanding officer at fort Rut- 
ledge, fhall be paid one hundred pounds weight 
of leather, or the value thereof. 


ArTicLe VII. The hatchet fhall be forever 
buried, and there fhall be an univerfal peace and 
friendthip re-eftablifhed between South-Carolina, 
including the Catawba and Georgia on the one 
part, and the Cherokee nation on the other: 
there fhall be a general oblivion of injuries ; the 

XX contracting- 
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contra@ing-parties fhall ufe their utmoft endea- 
yours to maintain the peace and friendfhip now 
re-eftablifhed, and the Cherokees fhall, at all 
times, apprehend and deliver to the commanding 
officer at fort Rutledge, every perfon, white or 
red, who, in their nation or fettlements, fhall by 
any means endeavour to inftigate a war by the 
Cherokee nation, or hoflility, or robbery, by 
any of their people, againft or upon any of the 
American ftates, or fubjeéts thereof. 


In witnefs of all and every thing herein deter- 
mined between South-Carolina, Georgia and the 
Cherokee nation, we, their underwritten com- 
miffioners and deputies, by virtue of our full 
powers, feverally, and not one for the other, 


have figned, this prefent definitive treaty, in their 
refpective names, and have caufed our feals to be 
hereunto affixed. 


Done at Dewit’s Corner, this twentieth 
day of May, in the year of our Lorp 
one thoufand feven hundred and 
feventy-feven. 


(Ogee 9 
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The fecond petition of the Congrefs of the United 
Colonies of North-America to the King of Great- 
Britain, agreed to in Congrefs on the 8th of Fuly 


Re 


Moft gracious fovereign, 


E, your majefty’s fubjects of the colontes 
ie: ai New-Hampfhire, Maffachufetts-Bay, 
Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations, Con- 
necticut, New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, 
the counties of New-Caftle, Kent and Suffex on 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina 
and South-Carelina, in behalf of ourfelves and 
the inhabitants of thefe colonies, who have de- 
puted us to reprefent them in general Congrefs, 
entreat your majefty’s gracious attention to this 
our humble petition. 


THe union between our mother-country and 
thefe colonies, and the energy of mild and juft 
government, produced benefits fo remarkably 
important, and afforded fuch an affurance of their 
permanency and increafe, that the wonder and 
envy of other nations were excited, while they 
peheld Great-Britain rifing to a power the molt 
extraordinary the world had ever known. 


Her rivals, obferving that there was no pro- 
ability of this happy conneCion being broken 
by 
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by civil diflenfions, and apprehending its future 
effedis, if left any longer undifturbed, refolved 
to prevent her receiving {uch continual and for- 
midable acceflions of wealth and ftrength, by 
checking the growth of thofe fettlements from 
which they were to be derived. 


Ix the profecution of this attempt, events fo 
unfavourable to the defign took place, that every 
friend to the intereft of Great-Britain and thefe 
colonies, entertained pleafing and reafonable ex- 
peétations of feeing an additional force and ex- 
ertion immediately given to the operations of the 
union hitherto experienced, by an enlargement 
of the dominions of the crown, and the removal 
of ancient and warlike enemies to a greater 
diftance. 


Ar the conclufion, therefore, of the late war, 
the moft glorious and advantageous that ever 
had been carried on by Britifh arms, your loyal 
colonifts having contributed to irs fuccefs, by 
fuch repeated and ftrenuous exertions, as fre- 
quently procured them the diftinguifhed approba- 
tion of your majefty, of the late King, and of 
parliament, doubted not but that they fhould be 
permitted, with the reft of the empire, to fhare 
in the bleflings of peace, and the emoluments of 
victory and conquett. 


Wutte thefe recent and honourable acknow- 


ledgments of their merits remained on record in 
the 
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the journals and ads of that auguft legiflature, 
the parliament, undefaced by the imputation, or 
even the fufpicion of any offence, they were 
alarmed by a new fyftem of ftatutes and regula- 
tions adopted for the adminiftration of the co- 
lonies, that filled their minds with the moft 
painful fears and jealoufies; and, to their inex- 
preflible aftonifhment, perceived the danger of a 
foreign quarrel quickly fucceeded by domeftick 
danger, in their judgment of a more dreadful 
kind. 


Nor were thefe anxieties alleviated by any 
tendency in this fyftem to promote the welfare 
of their mother-country. For though its effe@s 
were more immediately felt by them, yet its in- 
fluence appeared to be injurious to the commerce 
and profperity of Great-Britain. 


We fhall decline the ungrateful tafk of defecrib- 
ing the irkfome variety of artifices, practifed by 
many of your majefty’s minifters, the delufive 
pretences, fruitlefs terrors, and unavailing feve- 
rities that have, from time to time, been dealt 
out by them, in their attempts to execute this 
impolitick plan, or of tracing, through a feries 
of years paft, the progrefs of the unhappy dif- 
ferences between Great-Britain and thefe colo- 
nies, that have flowed from this fatal fource. 


Your majelty’s minifters, perfevering in their 
meafures, and proceeding to open hoftilities for 
enforcing 
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enforcing them, have compelled us to arm in 
our own defence, and have engaged us in a con- 
troverfy fo peculiarly abhorrent to the affections 
of your ftill faithful colonifts, that when we con- 
{der whom we muft oppofe in this conteft, and, 
:f it continues, what may be the confequences, 
our own particular misfortunes are accounted by 
us only as parts of our diftrefs. 


Kwowine to what violent refentments, and 
sacurable animofities, civil’ difcords are apt to 
exafperate and inflame the contending parties, 
we think ourfelves required by indifpenfable obli- 
rations to Almighty Gop, to your majefty, toe 
our fellow-fubje@s, and to ourfelves, immedi« 
ately to ufe all the means in our power, not in- 
compatible with our fafety, for ftopping the fur 
ther effufion of blood, and for averting the 
impending calamities that threaten the Britith 


empire. 


Tuus called upon to addrefs your majefty on 
affairs of fuch moment to America, and proba- 
bly to all your dominions, we are earneitly defir- 
ous of performing this office with the utmoft 
deference for your majefty; and we therefore 
pray, that your majefty’s royal magnanimity and 
benevolence may make the moft favourable con- 
frudtions of our expreffions on fo uncommon 
an occafion. Could we reprefent in their full 
force, the fentiments that agitate the minds of 
us your dutiful fubjects, we are perfuaded your 
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majefty would afcribe any feeming deviation from 
reverence in our language, and even in our con- 
duct, not to any reprehenfible intention, but to 
the impofhibility of reconciling the ufual appear- 
ances of refpect with a juft attention to our own 
prefervation againft thofe artful and cruel ene- 
mies, who abufe your royal confidence and au- 
thority, for the purpofe of effecting-our deftruc- 
tion. 


ATTACHED to your majefty’s perfon, family 
and government, with all devotion that principle 
and affection can infpire, connected with Great- 
Britain by the ftrongeft ties that can unite focie- 
ties, and deploring every event that tends in any 
degree to weaken them, we folemnly aflure your 
majefty, that we not only moft ardently defire 
the former harmony between her and thefe co- 
lonies may be reftored; but that a concord may 
be eftablifhed between them, upon fo firm a bafis 
as to perpetuate its bleflings, uninterrupted by 
any future difflenfions to fucceeding generations 
in both countries, and to tran{mit your majefty’s 
name to pofterity, adorned with that fignal and 
lafting glory, that has attended the memory of 
thofe illuftrious perfonages, whofe virtues and 
abilities have extricated flates from dangerous 
convulfions, and, by fecuring happinefs to others, 
have erected the moft noble and durable monu- 
ments to their own fame. 


W beg leave further to affure your majefty, 
that 


(it 360R ) 


that notwithftanding the fufferings of your loyal 
colonifts, during the courfe of this prefent con- 
troverfy, our breafts retain too tender a regard 
for the kingdom from which we derive our orl- 
gin, to requeft fuch a reconciliation as might in 
any manner be inconfiftent with her dignity or 
her welfare. Thefe, related as we are to her, 
honour and* duty, as well as inclination, in- 
duce us to fupport and advance ; and the appre- 
henfions that now opprefs our hearts with un- 
fpeakable grief, being once removed, your 
majefty will find your faithful fubjects on this 
continent ready and willing at all times, as they 
have ever been, with their lives and fortunes, to 
aflert and maintain the rights and interefts of 
your majefty, and of our mother-country. 


We therefore befeech your majefty, that your 
royal authority and influence may be gracioufly 
interpofed to procure us relief from our aflli@ing 
fears and jealoufies, occafioned by the fyftem 
before mentioned, and to fettle peace through 
every part of your dominions, with all humility 
fubmitting to your majefty’s wife confideration, 
whether it may not be expedient for facilitating 
thofe important purpofes, that your majefty be 
pleafed to direé&t fome mode, by which the united 
applications of your faithful colonifts to the 
throne, in purfuance of their common councils, 
may be improved into a happy and permanent 
reconciliation; and that, in the mean-time, mea- 


fures may be taken for preventing the further _ 


deftruction 
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deftruction of the lives of your majefty’s fub- 
jects ; and that fuch flatutes as more immediately 
diftrefs any of your majefty’s colonies may be 
repealed. 


For, by fuch arrangements as your majefty’s 
wifdom can form for colleGting the united fenfe 
of your American people, we are convinced your 
majefty would receive fuch fatisfactory proofs of 
the difpofition of the colonifts towards their fo- 
vereign and parent-ftate, that the wifhed-for op- 
portunity would foon be reftored to them, of 
evincing the fincerity of their profeflions, by every 
teltiniony of devotion becoming the moft dutiful 
fubjects and the moft affectionate colonifts. 


THAT your majefty may enjoy a long and 
profperous reign, and that your defcendants may 
govern your dominions with honour to themfelves 
and happinefs to their fubjects, is our fincere 
prayer. 


‘ 
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The fecond addrefs of the Congrefs of the United 
Colonies of North-America to the people of Great- 
Britain, agreed to in Congrefs the 8th day of 


Fuly 1775: 
Friends, countrymen and brethren, » 


» Y thefe, and by every other appellation that 


cach other, we entreat your ferious attention to 
this our fecond attempt to prevent their diffolu- 
tion. Remembrance of former friendthips, pride 
in the glorious atchievements of our common 
anceftors, and affections for the heirs of their 
virtues, have hitherto preferved our mutual con- 
nection; but when that friendship is violated by 
the grofleft injuries ; when the pride of anceftry 
becomes our reproach, and we are no otherwife 
allied than as tyrants and flaves; when reduced 
to the melancholy alternative of renouncing your 
favour or our freedom; can we hefitate about 
the choice? Let the fpirit of Britons determine. 


Iw a former addrefs we afferted our rights, and 
{tated the injuries we had then received. We 
hoped that the mention of our wrongs would 
have roufed that honeft indignation which has 


flept too long for yout honour, or the welfare of. 


the empire. But we have not been permitted to 
entertain 


may defignate the ties which bind us to . 


{ 


entertain this pleafing expectation. Every day 
brought an accumulation of injuries, and the 
invention of the miniftry has been conftantly ex- 
erciled, in adding to the calamities of your 
American brethren. 


Arter the moft valuable right of legiflation 
was infringed; when the powers aflumed by 
your parliament, in which we are not reprefented, 
and from our local and other circumf{tances can- 
not properly be reprefented, rendered our pro- 
perty precarious ; after being denied that mode 
of trial, to which we have long been indebted 
for the fafety of our perfons, and the preferva- 
tion of our liberties; after being in many in- 
ftances divefted of thofe laws, which were tranf- 
mitted to us by our common anceftors, and fub- 
jected to an arbitrary code, compiled under the 
aufpices of Roman tyrants; after thofe charters, 
which encouraged our predeceffors to brave death 
and danger in every fhape, on unknown feas, in 
deferts unexplored, amidft barbarous and inhof- 
pitable nations, were annulled; when without 
the form of trial, without a publick accufation, 
whole colonies were condemned, their trade de- 
{troyed, their inhabitants empoverifhed; when 
foldiers were encouraged to imbrue their hands 
in the blood of Americans, by offers of impu- 
nity ; when new modes of trial were inftituted 
for the ruin of the accufed, where the charge 
carried with it the horrors of conviction; when 
a defpotick government was eftablifhed in a neigh- 
bouring 
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bouring province, and its limits extended to every 
of our frontiers; we little imagined that any 
thing could be added to this black catalogue of 
unprovoked injuries: but we have unhappily 
been deceived, and the late meafures of the Bri- 
tith miniftry fully convince us, that their object 
‘5 the reduction of thefe colonies to flavery and 


ruin. 


To confirm this affertion, let us recall your 
attention to the affairs of America, fince our laft 
addrefs. Let us combat the calumnies of our 
enemies; and let us warh you of the dangers 
that threaten you in our deftruction. Many of 
your fellow-fubjects, whofe fituation deprived 
them of other fupport, drew their maintenance 
from the fea; but the deprivation of our liberty 
being. infufficient to fatisfy the refentment of our 
enemies, the horrors of famine were fuperadded, 
and a Britifh parliament, who, in better times, 
were the protectors of innocence and the patrons 
of humanity, have, without diftin@ion of age 
or fex, robbed thoufands of the food which they 
were accuftomed to draw from that inexhauftible 
fource, placed in their neighbourhood by the 
benevolent Creator. | 


-— AnoTHerR act of your legiflature fhuts our 
ports, and prohibits our trade with any, but 
thofe ftates from whom the great law of felf-pre- 
fervation renders it abfolutely neceflary we fhould 


at prefent withhold our commerce. But this act, 
whatever 
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whatever may have been its defign, we confider 
rather as injurious to your opulence than our 
intereft. All our commerce terminates with you ; 
and the wealth we procure from other nations, 
is foon exchanged for your fuperfluities. Our 
remittances muft then ceafe with our trade; and 
our refinements with our affluence. We trutft, 
however, that laws which deprive us of every 
blefling but a foil that teems with the neceflaries 
of life, and that liberty which renders the enjoy- 
ment of them fecure, will not relax our vigour 
in their defence. 


We might here obferve on the cruclty and 
inconfiftency of thofe, who, while they publickly 
brand us with reproachful and unworthy epithets, 
endeavour to deprive us of the means of de- 
fence, by their interpofition with foreign powers, 
and to deliver us to the lawlefs ravages of a 
mercilefs foldiery. But happily we are not with- 
out refources ; and though the timid and humi- 
liating applications of a Britifh miniftry fhould 
prevail with foreign nations, yet induftry, prompt- 
ed by neceflity, will not leave us without the 
neceflary fupplies. 


We could wifh to go no further, and, not to 
wound the ear of humanity, leave untold thole 
rigorous acts of oppreffion, which are daily ex- 
ercifed in the town of Bofton, did we not hope, 
that by difclaiming their deeds and punifhing 
the perpetrators, you would fhortly vindicate the 
honour 
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honour of the Britifh name, and re-eftablifh the 
violated laws of juftice. 


Tuat once populous, flourifhing, and com- 
mercial town, is now garrifoned by an army fent, 
not to proteét, but to enflave its inhabitants, 
The civil government is overturned, and a mili- 
tary defpotifm ereéted upon its ruins. Without 
law, without right, powers are aflumed unknown 
to the conftitution. Private property is unjuftly 
invaded. The inhabitants, daily fubjected to the 
licentioufnefs of the foldiery, are forbid to re- 
move, in defiance of their natural rights, in vio- 
lation of the moft folemn compaéts. Or if, after 
long and wearifome folicitation, a pafs is procured, 
their effeGts are detained, and even thofe who 
are moft favoured, have no alternative but po- 
verty or flavery. The diftrefs of many thoufand 
people, wantonly deprived of the neceflaries of 
life, is a fubje@, on which we would not with to 
enlarge. 


Yer we cannot but obferve, that a Britifh 
fleet, unjuftified even by acts of your legifla- 
ture, are daily employed in ruining our com- 
merce, feizing our fhips, and depriving whole 
communities of their daily-bread. Nor will a 
regard for your honour permit us to be filent, 
while Britifh troops fully your glory, by actions, 
which the moft inveterate enmity will_ not palli- 
ate among civilized nations, the wanton and un- 
neceflary deftru€tion of Charlefton, a large, an- 
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cient, and once populous town, juft before de- 
ferted by its inhabitants, who had fled to avoid 
the fury of your foldiery. 


Ir you ftill retain thofe fentiments of compaf- 
fion, by which Britons have ever been diftin- 
guifhed ; if the humanity, which tempered the 
valour of our common anceftors, has not dege- 
nerated into cruelty, you will lament the miferies 
of their defcendants. 


To what are we to attribute this treatment? 
If to any fecret principle of the conftitution, let 
it be mentioned; let us learn, that the govern- 
ment we have long revered, is not without its 


' defects, and that while it gives freedom to a part, 


it neceflarily enflaves the remainder of the em- 
pire. If fuch a principle exifts, why, for ages, 
has it ceafed to operate? Why, at this time, is 
it called into ation? Can no reafon be afligned 
for this conduét? Or mutt it be refolved into the 
wanton exercife of arbitrary power? And fhall 
the defcendants of Britons tamely fubmit to this! 
No, firs! we never will, while we revere the me- 
mory of our gallant and virtuous anceftors, we 
never can furrender thofe glorious privileges, for 
which they fought, bled and conquered. Admit 
that your fleets could deftroy our towns, and 
ravage our fea-coafts; thefe are inconfiderable 
objects; things of no moment to men, whofe 
bofoms glow with the ardour of liberty. We 
can retire beyond the reach of your navy, and, 

without 
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without any fenfible diminution of the neceffaries 


of life, enjoy a luxury, which from that period 
you will want ; the luxury of being free. 


We know the force of your arms, and was it 
called forth in the caufe of juftice and your coun- 
try, we might dread the exertion ; but will Bri- 
tons fight under the banners of tyranny? Will 
they countera& the labours, and dilgrace the 
vidories of their anceftors? Will they forge 
chains for their pofterity ? If they defcend to this 
unworthy tafk, will their {words retain their edge, 
their arms their accuftomed vigour! Britons 
can never become the inftruments of oppreflion, 
till they lofe the fpirit of freedom, by which, 
alone, they are invincible. 


Our enemies charge us with fedition. In 
what does it confift? In our refufal to fubmit to 
unwarrantable aéts of injuftice and cruelty? If 
fo, fhew usa period in your hiftory, in which 
you have not been equally feditious. 


We are accufed of aiming at independence ; 
but how is this accufation fupported? By the 
allegations of your minifters, not by our actions. 
Abufed, infulted, and contemned, what fteps 
have we purfued to obtain redrefs? We have 
carried our dutiful petitions to the throne. We 
have applied to your juftice for relief. We have 
retrenched our luxury, and withheld our trade.’ - 


THE 
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Tue advantages of our commerce were de- 
figned as a compenfation for your protection: 
when you ceafed to protect, for what were we 
to compenfate ? 


Wuar has been the fuccefs of our endeavours ? 
The clemency of our fovereign is unhappily di- 
verted ; .our petitions are treated with indignity ; 
our prayers anfwered by infults. Our application 
to you remains unnoticed, and leaves us the me- 
lancholy apprehenfion of your wanting either the 
will, or the power, to aflift us. 


Even under thefe circumftances, what mea- 
fures have we taken that betray a defire of in- 
dependence? Have we called in the aid of thofe 
foreign powers, who are the rivals of your 
grandeur? When your troops were few and de- 
fencelefs, did we take advantage of their diftrefs 
and expel them our towns? Or have we permit- 
ted them to fortify, to receive new aid, and to 
acquire additional ftrength ? 


Ler not your enemies and ours perfuade you, 
that in this we were influenced by fear or any 
ether unworthy motive. The lives of Britons 
are ftill dear to us. They are the children of 
our parents, and an uninterrupted intercourfe of 
mutual benefits had knit the bonds of friendfhip. 
When hoftilities were commenced, when on a 
late occafion we were wantonly attacked by your 
troops, though we repelled their affaults and re- 
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turned their blows, yet we lamented the wounds 
they obliged us to give 5 nor have we yet learned 
to rejoice at a victory over Englifhmen. 

As we with not to colour our actions, or dif- 
euife our thoughts, we fhall, in the fimple lan- 
guage of truth, avow the meafures we have 
purfued, the motives upon which we have acted, 
and our future defigns. . 


Wouew our late petition to the throne produced 
no other effeé than frefh injuries, and votes of 
your legiflature calculated to juftify every feve- 
rity ; when your fleets and your armies were pre- 
pared to wreft from us our property, to rob us 
of our liberties or Our lives; when the hoftile 
attempts of eeneral Gage evinced his defigns, we 
levied armies for our fecurity and defence. When 
the powers vefted in the governor of Canada, 
gave us reafon to apprehend danger from that 

uarter, and we had frequent intimations, that @ 
cruel and favage enemy was to be let loofe upon 
the defencelefs inhabitants of our frontiers, Wwe 
took fuch meafures as prudence di€iated, as ne- 
ceflity will juftify. We poflefied ourfelves of 
Crown-Point and Ticonderoga. Yet, give Us 
leave moft folemnly to affure you, that we have 
not yet loft fight of the object we have ever 
had in view, a reconciliation with you on confti- 
tutional principles, and @ reftoration of that 
friendly intercourle, which, to the advantage of 
both, we, till lately, maintained. 


Tue 
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Tue inhabitants of this country apply them- 
felves chiefly to agriculture and commerce. As 
their fafhions and manners are fimilar to yours, 
your markets muft afford them the conveniencies 
and luxuries, for which they exchange the pro- 
duce of their labours. The wealth of this ex- 
tended continent centres with you ; and our trade 
is fo regulated as to be fubfervient only to your 
intereft. You are too reafonable to expeda, that 
by taxes, i addition to this, we fhould contribute 
to your expence ; to believe, after diverting the 
fountain, that the ftreams can flow with unabated 
force. 


Ir has been faid, that we refufe to fubmit to 
the refiriGions on our commerce. From whence 
is this inference drawn? Not from our words, 
we having repeatedly declared the contrary ; and 
we again profefs our fubmiffion to the feveral as 
of trade and navigation pafled before the year 
1763, trufting, neverthelefs, in the equity and 
juftice of parliament, that fuch of them as, upon 
cool and impartial confideration fhall appear to 
have impofed unneceflary or grievous reftrictions, 
will, at fome happier period, be repealed or al- 
tered. And we cheerfully confent to the opera- 
tion of fuch acts of the Britifh parliament as fhall 
be reftrained to the regulation of our external 
commerce, for the purpofe of fecuring the com- 
mercial advantages of the whole empire to the 
mother-country, and the commercial benefits of 
its re{pective members ; excluding every idea of 
taxation, 
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taxation, internal or external, for raifing a reve- 
nue on the fubjects in America without their 


confent. | 


Ir is alleged, that we contribute nothing to 
the common defence. ‘lo this we anfwer, that 
the advantages which Great-Britain receives from 
the monopoly of our trade, far exceed our pro- 
portion of the expence neceflary for that purpole. 
But fhould thefe advantages be inadequate there- 
to, let the reftridtions on our trade be removed, 
and we will cheerfully contribute fuch proportion 
when conftitutionally required. 


Ir is a fundamental principle of the Britifh 
conftitution, that every man fhould have at leaft 
a reprefentative {hare in the formation of thofe 
laws by which he ts bound. Were it otherwife, 
the regulation of our internal police by a Britifh 
parliament, who are and ever will be unacquainted 
with our local circumftances, muft be always in- 
convenient, and frequently oppreflive, working 
our wrong, without yielding any poflible advan- 


tage to you. 


A pian of accommodation, as it has been ab- 
furdly called, has been propofed by your minifters 
to our refpective aflemblies. Were this propofal 
free from every other objection, but that which 
arifes ftom the time of the offer, it would not be 
unexceptionable. Gan men deliberate with the 


payonet at their breaft? Can they treat with free- 
| dom, 
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dom, while their towns are facked; when daily 
inftances of injuftice and oppreflion difturb the 
flower operations of reafon? 


Ir this propofal is really fuch as you would of- 
fer and we accept, why was it delayed till the 
nation was put to ufelefs expence, and we were 
reduced to our prefent melancholy fituation? If 
it holds forth nothing, why was it propofed? 
Unlefs, indeed, to deceive you into a belief, that 
we were unwilling to liften to any terms of ac- 
commodation ? But what is fubmitted to our con- 
fideration? We contend for the difpofal of our 
property. We are told that our demand is un- 
reafonable, that our aflemblies may indeed col- 
le& our money, but that they muft, at the fame 
time, offer, not what your exigencies or ours 
may require, but fo much as fhall be deemed 
fufficient to fatisfy the defires of a minifter, and 
enable him to provide for favourites and depend- 
ants. A recurrence to your own treafury will 
convince you how little of the money, already 
-extorted from us, has been applied to the relief 
of your burdens. To fuppofe that we would 
thus grafp the fhadow, and give up the fubflance, 
is adding infult to injuries. 


We have, neverthelefs, again prefented an 
humble and dutiful petition to our fovereign ; 
and, to remove every imputation of obftinacy, 
have requefted his majefty to dire&t fome mode, 


by which the united applications of his faithful 
colonifls 
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colonifts may be improved into a happy and per- 
manent reconciliation. We are willing to treat 
on fuch terms as can alone render an accommo- 
dation lafting, and we flatter ourfelves that our 
pacifick endeavours will be attended with a re- 
moval of minifterial troops, and a repeal of thofe 
laws of the operation of which we complain, on 
the one part, and a difbanding of our army, and 
a diffolution of our commercial affociations, on 
the other. 


Yer conclude not from this that we propofe 
to furrender our property into the hands of your 
miniftry, or velt your parliament with a power 
which may terminate in our deftruction. The 
great bulwarks of our conftitution we have de- 
fired to maintain by every temperate, by every 
peaceable meats; but your minifters, equal foes 
to Britifh and American freedom, have added to 
their former oppreffions an attempt to reduce us 
by the fword to a bafe and abje&t fubmiffion.. On 
the fword, therefore, we are compelled to rely 
for proteGtion. Should victory declare in your 
favour, yet men trained to arms from their imfan- 
cy, and animated by the love of liberty, will 
afford neither a cheap or eafy conqueft. Of this, 
at leaft, we are aflured, that our ftruggle will be 
glorious, our fuccels certain 5 fince even in death, 
we fhall find that freedom which in life you for- 
bid us to enjoy. . 


Let us now atk, what advantages are to attend 
- our 
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our reduction? The trade of a ruined and defo- 
late country is always inconfiderable, its revenue 
trifling ; the expence of fubjecting and retaining 
it in fubjection certain and inevitable. What 
then remains but the gratification of an ill-judged 
pride, or the hope of rendering us fubiervient 
to defigns on your liberty. 


SoLtprers who have fheathed their fwords in. 
the bowels of their American brethren, will not 
draw them with more reluctance again{t you. 
When too late, you may lament the lofs of that 
freedom, which we exhort you, while ftill in your 
power, to preferve. 


Ow the other hand, fhould you prove unfuc- 
cefsful; fhould that connetion, which we moft 
ardently wifh to maintain, be diffolved ; fhould 
your minifters exhauft your treafures, and watte 
the blood of your countrymen, in vain attempts . 
on our liberty; do they not deliver you, weak 
and defencelefs, to your natural enemies ? 


Since then your liberty muft be the price of 
your victories; your ruin, of your defeat :— 
what blind fatality can urge you to a purfuit de- 
{tru@tive of all that Britons hold dear! 


Ir you have no regard to the connection that 
has for ages fubfifted between us; if you have 
forgot the wounds we have received, fighting by 
your fide for the extenfion of the empire; if our 
commerce 
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commerce is not an object below your confidera- 
tion; if juftice and humanity have loft their in- 
fluence on your hearts; ftill motives are not 
wanting to excite your indignation at the mea- 
fures now purfued: your wealth, your honour, 
your liberty are at flake. 


Notwitustanpine the diftrefs to which we 
are reduced, we fometimes forget our own afflic- 
tions, to anticipate and fympathize in yours. We 
grieve that rafh and inconfiderate councils fhould 
precipitate the deftruction of an empire, which 
has been the envy and admiration of ages, and 


call Gop to witnefs! that we would part with 


our property, endanger our lives, and facrifice 


every thing but liberty, to redeem you from 


ruim. 


A cLoup hangs over your heads and ours ; 


ere this reaches you, it may probably burft upon 


us; let us then, before the remembrance of 


former kindnefs is obliterated, once more repeat 


chofe appellations which are ever grateful in our 
ears; let us entreat Heaven to avert our ruin, 
and the deftruction that threatens our friends, 
brethren, and countrymen, on the other fide of 
the Atlantick. | ; ; 


NOTE 
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AMERICAN UnitTEeD CoLontgs. 
In Congrefs, May 15, 1776. 
yY HEREAS his Britannick majefty, in 


conjunction with the lords and com- 
mons of Great-Britain, has, by a late aét of par- 
liament, excluded the inhabitants of thefe United 
Colonies from the proteétion of his crown: and 
whereas no anfwer whatever, to the humble peti- 
tion of the colonies for redrefs of grievances 
and reconciliation with Great-Britain, has been, 
or is likely to be given; but the whole force of 
that kingdom, aided by foreign mercenaries, is 
to be exerted for the deftruction of the good 
people of thefe colonies: and whereas it appears 
abfolutely irreconcileable, to reafon and gzood 
con{cience, for the people of thefe colonies to 
take the oaths and aflirmations neceffary ‘for the 
fupport of any government under the crown of 
Great-Britain ; and it is neceflary that the exer- 
cife of every kind of authority under the faid 
crown fhould be totally fuppreffed, and all the 
powers of government exerted under the autho. 
rity of the people of thefe colonies for the pre- 
fervation of internal peace, virtue and good order, 
as well as for the defence of ourfelves, liberties 
and properties, againft the hoftile invafions and 
cruel depredations of our enemies: 


Seas THEREFORE 
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THEREFORE refolved, that it be recommended 
to the refpeétive affemblies and conventions of 
the United Colonies, where no government fuff- 
cient to the exigencies of their affairs has been 
hitherto eftablifhed, to adopt fuch government as 
fhall, in the opinion of the reprefentatives of the 
people, beft conduce to the happinefs and fafety 
of their conftituents in particular, and America 


in general. 
By order of the Congrets, 


_ Joun Hancock, prefident. 
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TREAT Y oF ALLIANCE. 


HE moft chriftian King, and the United 

States of North-America, to wit, New- 
Hampfhire, Maffachufetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland, Con- 
ne¢ticut, New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina and Georgia, having this day 
concluded a treaty of amity and commerce, for 
the reciprocal advantage of their fubjeéts and 
citizens, have thought it neceflary to take into 
confideration the means of ftrengthening thofe 
engagements, and of rendering them ufeful to 
the fafety and tranquility of the two parties ; 
particularly in cafe Great-Britain, in refentment 


of that connection, and of the good correfpond- 
ence 
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ence which is the obje& of the faid treaty, fhould 
break the peace with France, either by dire& 
hoftilities, or by hindering her commerce and 
navigation in a manner contrary to the rights of 
Nations, and the peace fubfifting between the 
two crowns: and his majefty and the faid United 
States having refolved in that cafe, to join their 
councils and efforts again{it the enterprizes of 
their common enemy : 


Tue refpective plenipotentiaries empowered to 
concert the claufes and conditions proper to fulfil 
the faid intentions, have, after the moft mature 
deliberation, concluded and determined on the 
following articles : 


Artic e I. If war fhould break out between 
France and Great-Britain, during the continuance 
of the prefent war between the United States and 
England, his majefty and the faid United States 
fhall make it a common caufe, and aid each other 
mutually with their good offices, their counfels 
and their forces, according to the exigence of 
conjundtures, as becomes good and faithful allies. 


ArTiIcL_e Il. The effential and direct end of 
the prefent defenfive alliance is, to maintain ef- 
fe€tually the liberty, fovereignty, and independ- 
ence abfolute and unlimited, of the faid United 
States, as well in matters of government as of 


commerce. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE LIL The two contracting parties thall, 
each on its own part, and in the manner it may 
judge moft proper, make all the efforts in its 
power againft their common enemy, in order to 
attain the end propofed. | 


Articie IV. The contracting parties agree, 
that in cafe either of them fhould form any par- 
ticular enterprize in which the concurrence of 
the other may be defired, the party whofe con- 
currence is defired, fhall readily, and with good 
faith, join to act in concert for that purpofe, as 
far as circumftances and its own particular fitu- 
ation will permit, and in that cafe, they fhall 
regulate by a particular convention, the quantity 
and kind of fuccour to be furnifhed, and the 
time and manner of its being brought into action, 
as well as the advantages which are to be its 
compenfation. 


Artice V. If the United ftates fhould think 
fit to attempt the redution of the Britifh power, 
remaining in the northern parts of America, or 
the iMands of Bermudas, thofe countries or 
iflands, in cafe of fuccefs, fhall be confederated 
with, or dependant upon, the faid United States. 


Arricite VI. The moft chriftian King re- 
nounces for-ever the pofleffion of the iflands of 
Bermudas, as well as of any part of the conti- 
nent of North-America, which before the treaty. 
of Paris, in 1763, or in virtue of that treaty, 

were 
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were acknowledged to belong to the crown of 
Great-Britain, or to the United States, hereto- 
fore called Britifh colonies, or which are at this 
time, or have lately been under the power of the 
King and crown of Great-Britain. 
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ArticLe VII. If his moft chriftian majefty 
fhall think proper to attack any of the iflands 


Situated in the gulf of Mexico, or near that 


gulf, which are at prefent under the power of 
Great-Britain, all the faid ifles, in cafe of fuccefs, 
fhall appertain to the crown of France. 


ArTicLe VIII. Neither of the two parties 
fhall conclude either truce or peace with Great- 
Britain, without the formal confent of the other 
firft obtained ; and they mutually engage not to 
lay down their arms, until the independence of 
the United States fhall have been formally or 
tacitly affured, by the treaty or treaties that fhall 
terminate the war. 


ArtTIcLE IX. The contracting parties declare, 
that being refolved to fulfil each on its own part, 
the claufes and conditions of the prefent treaty 
of alliance, according to its own power and cir- 
cumftances, there fhall be no after-claim of com- 
penfation, on one fide or the other, whatever 
may be the event of the war. | 


ArTicLe X. The moft chriftian King and the 
United States agree to invite or admit other 
powers 
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powers who may have received injuries from 
England, to make common caufe with them, and 
to accede to the prefent alliance, under fuch 
conditions as fhall be freely agreed to, and fettled 
between all the parties. 


Articie XI. The two parties guarantee mu- 
tually from the prefent time and for-ever, againft 
all other powers, to wit, the United States to 
his moft chriftian majefty the prefent pofleflions 
of the crown of France in America, as well as 
thofe which it may acquire by the future treaty 
of peace; and his moft chriftian majefty gua- 
rantees on his part to the United States, their 
liberty, fovereignty and independence, abfolute 
and unlimited, as well in matters of govern- 
ment as commerce, and alfo their poffeffions, and 
the additions or conquefts, that their confede- 
ration may obtain during the war, from any of 
the dominions now, or heretofore poffefled by 
Creat-Britain in North-America 5 conformable 
to the fifth and fixth articles above-written, the 
whole as their poffeffion fhall be fixed and affured 
to the faid ftates, at the moment of the ceffation 
of their prefent war with England. . 


Articie XIl. In order to fix more precifely 
the fenfe and application of the preceding article, 
the contracting parties declare, that in cafe of 
a rupture between France and England, the re- 
ciprocal guarantee declared in the faid article, 
thall have its full force and effect, the moment 
fuch 
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fuch war fhall break out; and if fuch rupture 
fhall not take place, the mutual obligations of the 
faid guarantee fhall not commence until the mo- 
ment of the ceflation of the prefent war, be- 
tween the United States and England, fhall have 
afcertained their pofleffions. 


ArticLe XIII. The prefent treaty fhall be 
ratified on both fides, and the ratifications fhall 
be exchanged in the fpace of fix months, or 
fooner, if poflible. 


In faith whereof, the refpective plenipotentiaries, 
to wit, on the part of the moft chriftian King, 
ConraD-ALEXANDER GERARD, royal fyndick 
of the city of Strafbourg, and fecretary of his 
majefty’s council of ftate; and on the part of 
the United States, BenyJAMIN FRANKLIN, de- 
puty to the general Congrefs from the ftate of 
Pennfylvania, and prefident of the convention 

- of faid ftate; Siras Deane, heretofore de- 
puty from the ftate of Connecticut; and Ar- 
vruuR Lee, counfellor at law, have figned the 
above articles both in the French and Englifh 
languages; declaring, neverthelefs, that the 
prefent treaty was originally compofed and 

concluded in the French language, and they 

have hereunto affixed their feals. 
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Done at Paris, this fixth day of February, one 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-eight. 


(L. 8.) C. A. GERARD, 
(L. 5.) B. FRANKLIN, 
(OL .) Sitas DEANE, 
(Dy 33.3) ArtTuur LEE. 
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On the 6th of June the Congrefs received a 
letter of the 27th of May from lord Howe, and 
one of the 3d of June from general Clinton, 
accompanied with three aéts of parliament: they 
were as follows : 


Philadelphia, May 27, 1778. 
Si Rs - 


q AVING, by a packet juft arrived from 
7 4 6Great-Britain, received the King’s com- 
mands to tran{mit to the Congrefs, and the com- 
mander in chief of their troops, the copies of 
two aéts, pafled this feflion of parliament, for 
quieting the diforders now fubfifting in thefe co- 
lonies, and preparing the way for the return of 
peace, I embrace the earlieft opportunity to for- 
ward the enclofed copies of thofe acts, and of 
one other a&t relating to the government of the 
province of Maffachufetts-Bay, for the informa- 
tion of the Congrefg thereon; moft fincerely 
hoping this communication will be productive 


of 


5 
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of the defired good effects. I am, with due 
confideration, 
Sir, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 
Hower. 


Henry Laurens, efq. prefident 
of the Congrefs. 


Head-Quarters, Philadelphia, June 3, 1778. 
Dil Re 


I am directed to tranfmit to Congrefs, and the 
commander in chief of their troops, printed 
copies of three conciliatory acts of parliament : 
let me add my moft fincere wifhes, that they may 
produce the defirable effeét which is hoped from 
them. I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 
Your moft obedient, and 
moft humble fervant, 


H. CLintTon. 
Henry Laurens, efq. prefident 
of the Congrefs. 


An a& for repealing an a, paffed in the fourteenth 
year of bis prefent majefty’s reign, entitled, An 
adi for the better regulating the government of 
the province of the Maffachufetts-Bay, in New- 
England. 


WueErEAs the province of the Maflachufetts- 
Bay had for many years been governed under a 
3B charter, 
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charter, granted by their late majefties King Wil- 
liam and Queen Mary: and whereas an act, 
paffed in the fourteenth year of his prefent ma- 
jefty’s reign, entitled, * An a€t for the better re- 
‘gulating the government of the province of the 
¢ Maffachufetts-Bay, in New-England,’ has been 
found to create great uneafinefles in the minds of 
the inhabitants of the faid province, and has occa- 
fioned jealoufies and apprehenfions of danger to 
their liberties and rights in feveral other of the 
colonies and plantations in North-America: for 
quieting and extinguifhing fuch uneafinefles and 
apprehenfions, be it enaéted by the King’s moft 
excellent majefty, by and with the advice and con- 
fent of the lords fpiritual and temporal, and com- 
mons, inthis prefent parliament affembled, and by 
the authority of the fame, that, from and after the 
pafiing of this act, the faid act, of the fourteenth 
year of the reign of his prefent majefty, be, and 
the fame is hereby repealed. 


An ad for removing all doubts and apprebenfions 
concerning taxation by the parliament of Great- 
Britain in any of the colonies, provinces, and 
plantations in North-America, and ihe Weft- 
Indies ; and for repealing fo ‘much of an act, 
made in the feventh year of the reign of his pre- 
fent mayefty, as impofes a duty on tea imported 
‘from Greai-Britain into any colony or plantation 
in America, or‘relates thereto. 


Wuereas taxation by the parliament of 
Great-Britain, for the purpofe of raifing a re- 


venue 
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venue in his majefty’s colonies, provinces, and 
plantations in North-America, has been found, 
by experience, to occafion great uneafinefles and 
diforders among his majefty’s faithful fubjeCs, 
who may, neverthelefs, be difpofed to acknow- 
ledge the juftice of contributing to the common 
defence of the empire, provided fuch contribu- 
tion fhould be raifed under the authority of the 
general court, or general aflembly, of each re- 


fpedtive colony, province or plantation: and 


whereas, in order as well to remove the faid un- 
eafinefles, and to quiet the minds of his majefty’s 
fubje&ts, who may be difpofed to return to their 
allegiance, as to reftore the peace and welfare of 
all his majefty’s dominions, it is expedient to 
declare that the King and parliament of Great- 
Britain will not impofe any duty, tax or afleff- 
ment, for the purpofe of raifing a revenue in any 
of the colonies, provinces or plantations: may 
it pleafe your majefty, that it may be declared 
and enacted; and it is hereby declared and 
enacted by the King’s moft excellent majelty, by 
and with the advice and confent of the lords. fpi- 
ritual and temporal, and commons, in this pre- 
fent parliament aflembled, and by the authority 
of the fame, that, from and alter the pafling of 
this a@, the King and parliament of Great-Bri- 
tain will not impofe any duty, tax, or affefiment 
whatever, payable in any of his majefty’s colo- 
nies, provinces and plantations, in North-Ame- 
rica, or the Weft-Indies ; except only fuch duties 
as it may be expedient to impofe for the regula- 

tion 
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tion of commerce; the net produce of fuch du- 
ties to be always paid and applied to and for the 
ufe of the colony, province or plantation, in 
which the fame fhall be refpettively levied, in 
{ach manner as other duties collected by the au- 
thority of the refpective general courts or gene- 
ral afflemblies of fuch colonies, provinces or plan- 
tations, are ordinarily paid and applied. 


Anp be it further enacted by the authority 
aforefaid, that, from and after the pafling of 
this aét, fo much of an act made in the feventh 
year of his prefent majelty’s reign, entitled, * An 
aét for granting certain duties in the Britifh colo- 
nies and plantations in America; for allowing a 
drawback of the duties of cuftoms upon the ex- 
portation from this kingdom of coffee and cocoa- 
nuts of the produce of the faid colonies or planta- 
tions ; for difcontinuing the drawbacks payable on 
china earthenware exported to America ; and for 
more effectually preventing the clandeftine run- 
ning of goods in the faid colonies and plantations ;’ 
as impofes a duty on tea imported from Great- 
Britain into any colony or plantation in America, 
or has relation to the faid duty, be, and the 
fame is hereby repealed. 
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An act to enable his majefty to appoint commiffioners 
with fufficient powers to treat, confult, and agree 
upon the means of quieting the diforders now fub- 

Sifting in certain of the colonies, plantations, and 
provinces of North-America. 


For the quieting and extinguifhing of divers 
jealoufies and mifapprehenfions of danger to their 
liberties and legal rights, which have mifled many 
of his majefty’s fubjects in the colonies, provinces, 
and plantations of New-Hampfhire, Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland, Connecticut, New-York, 
New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, the Three Lower Coun- 
tics on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North- 
Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia; and for 
a full manifeftation of the juft and gracious pur- 
pofes of his majefty, and his parliament, to main- 
tain and fecure all his fubje€s in a clear and 
perfect enjoyment of fuch liberties and rights ; 
be it enacted by the King’s moft excellent maje- 
fty, by and with the advice and confent of the 
lords fpiritual and temporal, and commons, in 
this prefent parliament aflembled, and by the 
authority of the fame, that it fhall and may be 
lawful for his majefty, from time to time, by 
letters patent under the great feal of Great-Bri- 
tain, to authorize and empower five able and 
fufficient perfons, or any three of them, to treat, 
confult, and agree with fuch body or bodies 
political and corporate, or with fuch aflembly or 
aflemblies of men, or with any perfon or perfons 
what{oever, 
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whatfoever, of and concerning any grievances, 
or complaints of grievances, exifting, or fuppofed 
to exift, in the government of any of the faid 
colonies, provinces, oF plantations refpectively, 
or in the laws and ftatutes of this realm refpect- 
ing the fame; and of or concerning any aid or 
contribution to be furnifhed by all or any of the 
faid colonics, provinces, or plantations reipec- 
tively, for the common defence of this realm, 
and the dominions thereunto belonging ; and of 
and concerning any other regulations, provifions, 
matters and things, neceflary or convenient for 
the honour of his majefty, and his parliament, 
and for the common good of all his fubjects. 


Provipep alfo, and be it further enacted and 
declared, that no regulation, provifion, matter or 
thing, fo propofed, treated, confulted or agreed, 
fhall have any other force or effe&i, or be carried 
further into execution, than is herein after men- 
tioned and provided, until the fame fhall have 
been confirmed by parliament. 


Provipep alfo, and be it further enacted by 
the authority aforefaid, that in order to facilitate 
the good purpofes of this act, his majefty may 
lawfully enable the faid commiffioners, or any 
three of them, from time to time, to order and 
proclaim a ceffation of hoftilities, on the part of 
his majefty’s forces, by fea or land, for any time, 
and under any conditions or reftriGtions ; and 

fuch 
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fuch order and proclamation to revoke and annul 
in the fame manner and form. 


ANnp be it further enacted, that it fhall and 
may be lawful for his majefty, by fuch letters 
patent as aforefaid, to authorize and empower 
the faid commiffioners, or any three of them, 
by proclamation, under their refpetive hands 
and feals, from time to time, to fufpend the ope- 
ration and effect of a certain a@t of parliament, 
made and paffed in the fixteenth year of the 
reign of his prefent majefty, for prohibiting all 
trade and intercourfe with certain colonies and 
plantations therein named, and for the other 
purpofes therein alfo mentioned, or any of the 
provifions or reftritions therein contained; fpe- 
cifying in fuch proclamation at what times and 
places refpectively, and with what exceptions and 
reftri€tions, and under what pafles and clearances, 
in lieu of thofe heretofore dire€ted by any att 
or acts of parliament for regulating the trade of 
the colonies or plantations, the faid fufpenfion 
fhall take effeé&t; and the faid fufpenfion and 
proclamation, in the fame manner and form, to 
annul and revoke. 


Anp be it further ena&ed by the authority 
aforefaid, that it fhall and may be lawful for his 
majefty, by fuch letters patent as aforefaid, to 
authorize and empower the faid commiflioners, 
or any three of them, to fufpend in places, and 
for any times during the continuance of this act, 
the 
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the operation and effect of any a& or atts of 
parliament which have paffed fince the tenth day 
of February, one thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty-three, and which relate to any of his ma- 
jefty’s faid colonies, provinces or plantations, in 
North-America, fo far as the fame does relate to 
them; or the operation and effect of any claufe, 
or any provifion or matter therein contained, fo 
far-as fuch claufes, provifions or matters, relate 
to any of the faid colonies, provinces or plan- 
tations. 


Anp it is hereby enaéted by the authority 
aforefaid, that it fhall and may be lawful for his 
majefty, by fuch letters patent as aforefaid, to 
authorize and empower the faid commiflioners, 
or any three of them, and they are hereby au- 
thorized and empowered, to grant a pardon or 
pardons to any number or defcription of perfons 
within the faid colonies, provinces or plantations. 


Awnp that no let or hindrance may happen 
from the vacancy of the office of governor and 
commander in chief in any of the faid colonies, 
provinces or plantations, refpectively, or from the 
abfence of fuch officer from his government, be 
it further enaéted by the authority aforefaid, 
that it fhall and may be lawful for his majelty, 
by fuch letters patent as aforefaid, to authorize 
and empower the faid commiffioners, or any 
three of them, in any of the faid colonies, pro- 
vinces or plantations, refpectively, wherein his 

majefty 


majefty hath ufually heretofore nominated and 
appointed a governor, to nominate and appoint, 
from time to time, by an inftrument under their 
hands and feals, a proper perfon to be the gover- 
nor and commander in chief, in and for any fuch 
colony, province or plantation: to have, hold, 
and exercife the faid office of governor and com- 
mander in chief in and for fuch colony or plan- 
tation refpetively, with all fuch powers and au- 
thorities as any governor of fuch province here- 
tofore appointed by his majefty might or could 
have exercifed, in as full and ample manner and 
form as if fuch governor and commander in chief 
had been nominated and appointed by his maje- 
{ty’s letters patent or commiffion; and for that 
purpofe, if need be, to revoke, annul and make 
void, any commiffion or letters patent heretofore 
granted for appointing any fuch governer and 
commander in chief. 


Anp be it further enated, that this a@ thall 
continue to be in force until the firft day of June, 
one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-nine. 


To which the following anfwers were returned: 


York-Town, June 6, 1778. 
My Lorp, 


{ wave had the honour of laying your lord- 
fhip’s letter of the 27th of May, with the ads of 
the Britith parliament enclofed, before Conerefs ; 
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and I am inftruéted to acquaint your lordfhip,, 
that they have already exprefled their fentiments 
upon bills, not effentially different from thofe acts, 
in a publication of the 22d of April latte 


Your lordthip may be affured, that when the 
King of Great-Britain fhall be ferioufly difpofed 
to put an end to the unprovoked and cruel war 
waged againft thefe United States, Congrefs will 
readily attend to fuch terms of peace as may con- 
Gt with the honour of independent nations, the 
sntereft of their conftituents, and the facred re- 
gard they mean to pay to treaties. I am, my 
lord, with all due confideration, 

Your lordfhip’s » , 
moft obedient fervant, 
Henry Laurens, F 


: prefident of Congrefs.. 
Lord Howe. 


York-Town, June 6, 1778. 


sR, 


I nave had the honour of laying your letter 
of the 3d inftant, with the atts of the Britifh 
parliament which came enclofed, before Congrefs ; 
and I am inftruéted to acquaint you, fir, that they 
have already expreffed their fentiments upon bills, 
not effentially different from thefe atts, in a 
publication of the 22d of April laff. beng. 8 


Be affured, fir, when the King of Great-Bri- 
tain fhall be ferioufly difpofed to put an end to 
the - 


the unprovoked and cruel war waged againft thefe 
United States, Congrefs will readily attend to 
fuch terms of peace as may confift with the ho- 
nour of independent nations, the intereft of their 
conflituents, and the facred regard they mean to 
pay to treaties. Ihave the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your molt obedient, and 
moft humble fervant, 
Henry Laurens, 
prefident of Congrefs. 
His excellency fir Henry Clinton, K. B. 
Philadelphia, 


On the 13th of June a letter of the gth 
was received from lord Carlifle, William Eden 
and George Johnftone, efquires, with copies 


of the three ats above-mentioned, and of a 


commiflion from the King of Great-Britain to 
the earl of Carlifle, lord vifcount Howe, fir Wil- 
liam Howe, or in his abfence fir Henry Clinton, 
William Eden and George Johniftone; the letter 
was as follows: 


GENTLEMEN, 


Witn an earneft defire to ftop the further 
effufion of blood and the calamities of war, we 
communicate:to you, with the leaft. poffible delay 
after our arrival in this city, a copy of the com- 
miffion with which his majefty is pleafed to ho- 
nour us, as alfo the acts of parliament on which 

if 
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it is founded. And, at the fame time that we 
affure you of our moft earneft defire to re-efta- 
blith, on the bafis of equal freedom and mutual 
fafety, the tranquility of this once happy empire, 
you will obferve that we are vefted with powers 
equal to the purpofe, and fuch as.are even un- 
precedented in the annals of our hiftory. 


Iw the prefent ftate of our affairs, though fraught 
with fubjeéts of mutual regret, all parties may 
draw fome degree of confolation, and even au- 
{picious hope, from the recollection that cordial 
reconciliation and affe€tion have, in our own and 
other empires, fucceeded to contentions and tem- 
porary divifions, not lets violent than thofe we 
now experience. 


We with not to recall fubjects which are now 
no longer im controverfy, and will referve to a 
proper time of difcufiion, both the hopes of mu- 
tual benefit, and the confideration of evils, that 
may naturally contribute to determine your refo- 
lutions, as well as Our own, on this important 
occafion, ue ry 


Tue ads of parliament which we tranfmit to 
you having pafied with ‘fingular unanimity, will 
fufficiently evince the difpofition of Great-Bri- 
tain, and fhew that the terms of agreement in 
contemplation with his majefty and with parlia- 
ment are fuch as come up to every wifh that 
North-America, cither inthe hour of temperate 


deliberation 
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deliberation or of the utmoft apprehenfion of 
danger to liberty, has expreffed. 


More effectually to demonftrate our good in- 
tentions, we think proper to declare, even in this 
our firft communication, that we are difpofed to 
concur in every fatisfactory and juft arrangement 
towards the following among other purpofes : 


To confent to a ceflation of hoftilities, both 
by fea and land. 


To reftore free intercourfe, to revive mutual 
affection, and renew the common benefits of na- 
turalization, through the feveral parts of this 
empire. 


To extend every freedom to trade that our 
refpedtive interefts can require. 


To agree that no military forces fhall be kept 
up in the different ftates of North-America, 
without the confent of the general Congrefs or 
particular affemblies. 


To concur in meafures calculated to difcharge 
the debts of America, and to raife the credit and 
value of the paper circulation. 


To perpetuate our union by a reciprocal de- 
putation of an agent or agents from the different 
ftates, who fhall have the privilege of a feat and 
¥oIce 


€ 39% ) 


voice in the parliament of Great-Britain; or, 
if fent from Britain, in that cafe to have a feat 
and voice in the affemblies of the different ftates 
to which they may be deputed refpectively, in 
order to attend the feveral interefts of thole by 
whom they are deputed. 


Iy fhort, to eftablifh the power of the refpec- 
tive legiflatures in each particular ftate, to fettle 
its revenue, its civil and military eftablifhment, 
and to exercife a perfect freedom of legiflation 
and internal government, fo that the Britifh 
{tates throughout North-America, acting with us 
in peace and war under one common fovereign, 
may have the irrevocable enjoyment of every 
privilege, that is fhort of a total feparation of 
interefts, or confiftent with that union of force, 


on which the fafety of our common religion and 
liberty depends. 


In our anxiety for preferving thofe facred and 
effential interefts, we cannot help taking notice 
of the infidious interpofition of a power, which 
has, from the firft fettlement of thefe colonies, 
been actuated with enmity to us both. And 
notwithftanding the pretended date. or prefent 
form of the:French offers to North-America, yet 
it is notorious that thefe were made in contfe- 
quence of the plans of accommodation previoufly 
concerted in Great-Britain, and with a view to 
prevent our reconciliation, and to prolong this 
deftruGiive war. ) | 

Bur 
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Bur we truft that the inhabitants of North. 
America, connected with us by the neareft ties 
of confanguinity, {peaking the fame language, 
interefted in the prefervation of fimilar inftitus 
tions, remembering the former happy intercourfe 
of good offices, and forgetting recent animofities, 
will fhrink from the thought of becoming an 
acceflion of force to our laté mutual enemy, and 
will prefer a firm, a free and perpetual coalition 


with the parent-ftate, to an infincere and unna- 
tural foreign alliance. 


Tuis defpatch will be delivered to you by 
doctor Fergufon, the fecretary to his majefty’s 
commiflion. And for further explanation and 
difcuflion of every fubject of difference, we de- 
fire to meet with you, either colleétively or by 
deputation, at New-York, Philadelphia, York- 
Town, or fuch other place as you may propofe, 
We think it right, however, to apprize you, that 
his majefty’s inftruCtions, as well as our own de- 
fire to remove from the immediate feat of war, 
in the active operations of which we cannot take 
any part, may induce us fpeedily to remove to 
New-York: but the commander in chiéf of his 
majefty’s land-forces, who is joined with us in 
this commiffion, will, if it fhould become eligible, 
either concur with us in a fufpenfion of hoftili- 
ties, or will furnith all neceflary paffports and 
fafe condu€ to facilitate our meeting, and we 
fhall of courfe expe& the fame of you. 


Ir, 
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Ir, after the time that may be neceflary to con- 
fider this communication and tranfmit your an- 
fwer, the horrors and devaftations of war fhould 
continue, we call Gop and the world to witnels, 
that the evils which muft follow, are not to be 
imputed to Great-Britain: and we cannot, with- 
out the moft real forrow, anticipate the profpedt 
of calamities, which we feel the moft ardent 
defire to prevent. We are, with perfec refpett, 

Gentlemen, 
Your moft obedient, 
and moft humble fervants, 

CARLISLE, 
Won. EDEN, 

Gro. JOHNSTONE. 

Philadelphia, oth 

June, 1778. 


To his excellency Henry Laurens, the prefident, and 
other the members of Congre/s. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Tue defpatch enclofed with this was carried 
this morning to the neareft poft of general Wath- 
ington’s army by doctor Fergufon, fecretary to 
his majefty’s commiffion for reftoring peace, 
&ec. but he not finding a paffport, has returned 
to this place. In order to avoid every unnecefla- 
ry delay, we now again fend it by the ordinary 
conveyance of your military pofts. As foon as 

the 
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the paflport arrives, doétor Fergufon fhall wait 
upon you according to our firft arrangement, 
We are, with perfect refped, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moft obedient, 
and moit humble fervants, 
CARLISLE, 
Wo. Eben, 
i Gro. JoHNsTONK. 
Philadelphia, June 9, 
1778. | 


To this letter the following anfwer was unani- 
moufly given upon the 17th of June: 


To their excellencies the right honourable the earl of 
Carlifle, William Eden, efquire, George Fahn- 
Jfrone, efquire, commiffioners from his Britannick 
majefty, Philadelphia. 


I Have received the letter from your excel- 
lencies of the gth inftant, with the enclofures, 
and laid them before Congrefs. Nothing but an 
earneft defire to fpare the farther effufion of hu- 
man blood could have induced them to read a 
paper, containing expreffions fo difrefpectful to 
his moft chriftian majefty, the good and great 
ally of thefe ftates; or to confider propofitions 
{fo derogatory to the honour of an independent 
nation. 


3 D THE 
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Tue aéts of the Britifh parliament, the com- 
miffion from your fovereign, and your letter, 
fuppofe the people of thefe ftates to be fubjects 
of the crown of Great-Britain, and are founded 
on the idea of dependence, which is utterly in- - 
admiflible. : 


1 am further direéted to inform your excellen- 
cies, that Congrefs are inclined to peace, not- 
withflanding the unjuft claims from which this 
war originated, and the favage manner in which 
“+ hath been conducted. They will, therefore, 
be ready to enter upon the confideration of a 
treaty of peace and commerce, not inconfiftent 
with treaties already fubfifting, when the King 
‘of Great-Britain fhall demonftrate a fincere dif- 
pofition for that purpofe. The only folid proof 
of this difpofition will be, an explicit acknow- 
ledgment of the independence of thefe flates, or 
the withdrawing his fleets and armies. 

I have the honour to be, 
Your excellencies moft obedient, 
and humble fervant, 
Signed, by order of the unanimous voice of, 
i Congrefs, 
Henry Laurens, prefident. 
York-Town, June 17, 1775. 


NOTE 
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IN BOOS TE TE A VP Ale BS a FQ 


On the arft day of April, 1778, the Congrefs, 
then fitting at York-Town, received a letter from 
general Wafhington, enclofing a printed paper 
from Philadelphia, purporting to be draughts of 
three bills fimilar to the three a&s which are 
{tated in Note XXIV, commonly called The con- 
ciliatory atts, which was referred to a committee. 
On the day following, viz. the 22d of April, the 
committee reported as follows : 

HE committee to whom was referred the 

general’s letter of the 18th, containing a 
certain printed paper fent from Philadelphia, pur- 
porting to be the draught of a bill for declaring 
the intentions of the parliament of Great-Britain, 
as to the exercife of what they are pleafed to 
term their right of impofing taxes within thefe 
United States; and alfo the draught of a bill to 
enable the King of Great-Britain to appoint com- 
miffioners, with powers to treat, confult and 
agree upon, the means of quieting certain dif- 
orders within the faid ftates, beg leave to obferve, 
that the faid paper being induftrioufly circulated 
by emiffaries of the enemy, ina partial and fe- 
cret manner, the fame ought to be forthwith 
‘printed for the publick information. 


THE committee cannot afcertain whether the 
contents of the faid paper have been framed in 
Philadelphia, 
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Philadelphia, or in Great-Britain, much lefs whe: 
ther the fame are really and truly intended to be 
brought into the parliament of that kingdom, or 
whether the faid parliament will confer thereon 
the ufual folemnities of their laws. But are in- 
clined to believe this will happen, for the follow- 
ing reafons : 


i. Because their general hath made divers 
feeble efforts to fet on foot fome kind of treaty 
during the laft winter, though, either from a 
miftaken idea of his own dignity and importance, 
the want of information, or fome other caufe, 
he hath not made application to thofe who are 
invefted with a proper authority. 


2, Because they fuppofe that the fallacious 
idea of a ceflation of hoftilities will render thefe 
ftates remifs in their preparations for war. 


3. Because, believing the Americans wearied 
with war, they fuppofe we will accede to their 
terms for the fake of peace. 


4. Because they fuppofe that our negociations 
may be fubje& to a like corrupt influence with 
their debates. 


s. Because they expect from this ftep the 
fame effects they did from what one of their mi- 
nifters thought proper to call his conciliatory 
motion, viz. that it will prevent foreign powers 
from 


from giving aid to thefe flates; that it will lead 
their own fubjeéts to continue a little longer the 
prefent war; and that it will detach fome weak 
men in America from the caufe of freedom and 
virtue, 


6. Because their King, from his own fhewing, 
hath reafon to apprehend that his fleets and ar- 
mies, inftead of being employed againft the ter- 
ritories of thefe ftates, will be neceffary for the 
defence of his own dominions. And, 


7. Because the impracticability of fubjugating 
this country being every day more and more ma- 
nifeft, it is their intereft to extricate themfelves 
from the war upon any terms. 


THE committee beg leave further to obferve, 
that, upon a fuppofition the matters contained in 
the faid paper will really go into the Britifh fta- 
tute-book, they ferve to fhew, in a clear point 
of view, the weaknefs and wickednels of the 
enemy. 


Their weaknefs, 


1. Because they formerly declared, not only 
that they had aright to bind the inhabitants of 
thefe ftates in all cafes whatfoever, but alfo that 
the faid inhabitants fhould abfolutely and uncon- 
ditionally fubmit to the exercife of that right. 
And this fubmiffion they have endeavoured te 
exact by the fword. Receding from this claim, 
therefore, 
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therefore, under the prefent circumftances, fhews 
their inability io enforce it. 

2. Because their prince had heretofore re- 
jected the humbleft petitions of the reprefenta- 
tives of America, praying to be confidered as 
fubjes, and protected in the enjoyment of peace, 
liberty and fafety ; and hath waged a moft cruel 
war againft them, and employed the favages to 
butcher innocent women and children, But now 
the fame prince pretends to treat with thofe very 
reprefentatives, and grant to the arms of America 
what he refufed to her prayers. 


3. Because they have uniformly laboured to 
conquer this continent, reje€ting every idea of 
accommodation propofed to them, from a con- 
fidence in their own ftrength. Wherefore it is 
evident, from the change in their mode of attack, 
that they have loft this confidence. And, 


4. Because the conftant language, fpoken 
not only by their minifters, but by the moft pub- 
lick and authentick aéts of the nation, hath been, 
that it is incompatible with their dignity to treat 
with the Americans while they have arms in their 
hands. Notwithftanding which, an offer is now 
about to be made for treaty. - 


THE wicKEDNEsS and INSINCERITY of the 
enemy appear from the following confiderations : 


1. EITHER 
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1. Errner the bills now to be paffed contain 
a direct or indireé& ceffion of a part of their 
former claims, or they do not. If they do, then 
it is acknowledged that they have facrificed many 
brave men in an unjuft quarrel. If they do not, 
then they are calculated to deceive America into 
terms, to which neither argument before the war, 
nor force fince, could procure her affent. 


2. THe firft of thefe bills appears, from the 
title, to be a declaration of the intentions of the 
Britifh parliament, concerning the exercife of 
the right of impofing taxes within thefe ftates. 
Wherefore, fhould thefe ftates treat under the 
faid bill, they would indire@tly acknowledge that 
right, to obtain which acknowledgment, the pre- 
fent war hath been avowedly undertaken and 
profecuted on the part of Great-Britain. 


3. SHoutp fuch pretended right be fo acqui- 
efced in, then, of confequence, the fame might 
be exercifed whenever the Britifh parliament 
fhould find themfelves in a different temper and 
difpofition ; fince it muft depend upon thofe, 
and fuch like contingencies, how far men will 
act according to their former intentions. 


4. Tue faid firft bill, in the body thereof, 
containeth no new matter, but is precifely the 
fame with the motion before-mentioned, and lia- 
ble to all the objections which lay againft the faid 
motion, excepting the following particular, viz. 
that 
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that by the motion a€ual taxation was to be 
fufpended, fo long as America fhould give as 
much as the faid parliament might think proper : 
whereas, by the propofed bill, it is to be fufpend- 
ed, as long as future parliaments continue of the 
fame mind with the prefent. 


5. From the fecond bill it appears, that the 
Britifh King may, if he pleafes, appoint com- 
miffioners to treat and agree with thofe, whom 
they pleafe, about a variety of things therein 
mentioned. But fuch treaties and agreements 
are to be of no validity, without the concur- 
rence of the faid parliament, except fo far as 
they relate to the fufpenfion of hoftilities, and of 
certain of their acts, the granting of pardons, 
and the appointing of governors to thefe fove- 
reign, free and independent ftates. Wherefore, 
the faid parliament have referved to themfelves, 
in exprefs words, the power of fetting afide any 
fuch treaty, and taking the advantage of any 
circumftances which may arife to fubject this 
continent to their ufurpations. 


6. Tue faid bill, by holding forth a tender of 
pardon, implies a criminality in our juftifiable 
refiftance, and confequently, to treat under it 
would be an implied acknowledgment that the 
inhabitants of thefe flates were, what Britain 
hath declared them to be, rebels. . 


7. Tue inhabitants of thefe ftates being claim- 
ed 
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ed by them as fubjeéts, they may infer, from 
the nature of the negotiation now pretended to 
be fet on foot, that the faid inhabitants would 
of right be afterwards bound by fuch laws as 
they fhould make. Wherefore any agreement 
entered into on fuch negotiation might at any 
future time be repealed. And, 


8. Because the faid bill purports, that the 
commiflioners therein mentioned may treat with 
private individuals ; a meafure highly derogatory 
to the dignity of national character. 


From all which it appears evident to your com- 
mittee, that the faid bills are intended to operate 
upon the hopes and fears of the good people of 
thefe ftates, fo as to create divifions among them, 
and a defection from the common caufe, now, 
by the blefling of Divine Providence, drawing 
near to a favourable iflue. That they are the 
fequel of that infidious plan, which, from the 
days of the ftamp-act, down to the prefent time, 
hath involved this country in contention and 
bloodfhed. And that, as in other cafes fo in 
this, although circumftances may force them at 
times to recede from their unjuftifiable claims, 
there can be no doubt but they will, as hereto- 
fore, upon the firft favourable occafion, again 
difplay that luft of domination, which hath rent 
in twain the mighty empire of Britain. 


Uron the whole matter, the committee beg 
ads, ; leave 
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leave to report it as their opinion, that as the 
Americans united in this arduous conteft upon 
principles of common intereft, for the defence 
of common rights and privileges, which union 
hath been cemented by common calamities, and 
by mutual good offices and affection, fo the 
great caufe for which they contend, and in which 
all mankind are interefted, muft derive its fuc- 
cefs from the continuance of that union. Where- 
fore any man or body of men, who. {hould pre- 
fume to make any feparate or partial convention 
or agreement with commifflioners under the 
crown of Great-Britain, or any of them, ought 
to be confidered and treated as open and avowed 
enemies of thefe United States. 


Anp further, your committee beg leave to re- 
port it as their opinion, that thefe United States 
cannot, with propriety, hold any conference with 
any commiflioners on the part of Great-Britain, 
unlefs they fhall, as a preliminary thereto, either 
withdraw their fleets and armies, or elfe, in po- 
fitive and exprefs terms, acknowledge the inde- 
pendence of ‘the faid {tates. pel 


Anp inas much asit appears to be the defign of 
the enemies of thefe ftates to lull them into a 
fatal fecurity—to the end that they may act with 
a becoming weight and importance, it is the opi- 
nion of your committee, that the feveral {tates 
be called upon to ule the moft firenuous exertions 
to have their refpective quotas of continental 

troops 
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troops in the field as foon as poffible, and that all 
the militia of the faid ftates be held in readinefs, 
to act as occafion may require. 


Tuis report being read, and debated by para- 
graphs, was agreed to unanimoufly, and pub- 
lifhed. 


NOt THe eee NVigneP« Gime 18in. 


On the 6th of July, 1775, the Congrefs pub- 
‘lifhed the following declaration : 


F it was poffible for men, who exercile their 

reafon, to believe, that the Divine Author of 
our exiftence intended a part of the human race 
to hold an abfolute property in, and an unbounded 
power over others, marked out by his infinite 
goodnefs and wifdom, as the objects of a legal 
domination never rightfully refiftible, however 
fevere and oppreflive, the inhabitants of thefe co- 
lonies might at leaft require from the parliament 
of Great-Britain fome evidence, that this dread- 
ful authority over them has been granted to that 
body. But a reverence for our great Creator, 
principles of humanity, and the di€tates of com- 
mon fenfe, muft convince all thofe who reflect 
upon the fubject, that government was inftituted 
to promote the welfare of mankind, and ought 
to be adminiftered for the attainment of that end. 


The legiflature of Great-Britain, however fti- 
mulated 
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‘¥nulated by an inordinate paflion for a power not 
only unjuftifiable, but which they know to be 
_peculiarly reprobated by the very conftitution 
of that kingdom, and defperate of fuccels in any 
mode of conteft, where regard fhould be had to 
truth, law, or right, have at length, deferting 
thofe, attempted to effect their cruel and impo- 
litick purpofe of enflaving thefe colonies by vio- 
lence, and have thereby rendered it neceflary 
for us to clofe with their laft appeal from reafon 
to arms. Yet, however blinded that affembly 
may be, by their intemperate rage for unlimited 
domination, fo to flight juftice and the opinion 
of mankind, we efteem ourfelves bound by obli- 
gations of refpect to the reft of the world, to 
make known the jultice of our caufe. - 


Our forefathers, inhabitants of the ifland of 
Great-Britain, left their native land to feck on 
thefe fhores a refidence for civil and religious 
freedom. At the expence of their blood, at the 
hazard of their fortunes, without the leaft charge 
to the country from which they removed, by un- 
ceafing labour and an unconquerable fpirit, they 
effected fettlements in the diftant and inhofpitable 
wilds of America, then filled with numerous and 
warlike nations of barbarians. Societies or go- 
vernments, vefted with perfect legiflatures, were 
formed under charters from the crown, and an 
harmonious intercourfe was eftablifhed between 
the colonies and the kingdom from which they 
derived their origin, The mutual benefits of this 

union 


union became in a fhort time fo extraordinary; 
as to excite aftonifhment. It is univerfally con- 
fefled, that the amazing increafe of the wealth, 
ftrength, and navigation of the realm, arofe from 
this fource ; and the minifter, who fo wifely and 
fuccefsfully direéted the meafures of Great-Bri- 
tain in the late war, publickly declared, that 
thefe colonies enabled her to triumph over her 
enemies. Towards the conclufion of that war, 
it pleafed our fovereign to make a change in his 
councils. From that fatal moment, the affairs of 
the Britifh empire began to fall into confufion, 
and gradually fliding from the fummit of glo- 
rious profperity, to which they had been advanced 
by the virtues and abilities of one man, are at 
length diftraéted by the convulfions, that now 
fhake it to its deepeft foundations. The new 
miniftry finding the brave foes of Britain, though 
frequently defeated, yet {till contending, took up 
the unfortunate idea of granting them a hafty 
peace, and of then fubduing her faithful friends. 


Tuese devoted colonies were judged to be in 
fuch a ftate, as to prefent vitories without 
bloodfhed, and all the eafy emoluments of ftatute- 
able plunder. The uninterrupted tenor of their 
peaceable and refpectful behaviour from the be- 
ginning of colonization, their dutiful, zealous, 
and ufeful fervices during the war, though fo 
recently and amply acknowledged in the moft 
honourable manner by his majefty, by the late 
King, and by parliament, could not fave them 

from 
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from the meditated innovations. Parliament was 
influenced to adopt the pernicious project, and 
afluming a new power over them, have, in the 
courfe of eleven years, given fuch decifive {peci- 
mens of the fpirit and confequences attending 
this power, as to leave no doubt concerning the 
effects of acquiefcence under it. hey have un- 
dertaken to give and grant our money without 
our confent, though we have ever exercifed an 
exclufive right to difpofe of our own property ; 
ftatutes have been pafled for extending the jurif- 
diction of courts of admiralty and vice-admiralty 
beyond their ancient limits; for depriving us of 
the accuftomed and ineftimable privilege of trial 
by jury in cafes affecting both life and property ; 
for fufpending the legiflature of one of the colo- 
nies ; for interdicting all commerce to the capital 
of another ; and for altering fundamentally the 
form of government eftablifhed by charter, and 
fecured by ads of its own legiflature, folemnly 
confirmed by the crown; for exempting the 
‘murderers’ of colonifts from legal trial, and, 
in effect, from punifhment; for erecting in a 
neighbouring province, acquired by the joint 
arms of Great-Britain and America, a defpotifm 
dangerous to our very exiftence; and for quar- 
tering foldiers upon the colonifts in time of pro- 
found peace. It has alfo been refolved in parlia- 
ment, that colonifts charged with committing 
certain offences, fhall be tranfported to England 
to be tried. 


Bur 


But why fhould we enumerate our injuries in 
detail? By one ftatute it is declared, that parlia- 
ment can ‘ of right, make laws to bind us in 
‘all cafes whatfoever.? What is to defend us 
againft fo enormous, fo unlimited a power? Not 
a fingle man of thofe who affume it, is chofen 
by us; or is fubject to our control or influence; 
but, on the contrary, they are all of them ex- 
empt from the operation of fuch laws, and an 
American revenue, if not diverted from the 
oftenfible purpofes for which it is raifed, would 
actually lighten their own burdens in proportion 
as they increafe ours. We faw the mifery to 
which fuch defpotifm would reduce us. We, for 
ten years, inceflantly and ineffeCtually, befieged 
the throne as fupplicants; we reafoned, we re- 
monttrated with parliament in the moft mild and 
decent language. 


ADMINISTRATION, fenfible that we fhould re- 
gard thefe oppreflive meafures as freemen ought 
to do, fent over fleets and armies to enforce 
them. The indignation of the Americans was 
roufed, it is true; but it was the indignation of 
a virtuous, loyal, and affectionate people. A 
congrefs of delegates from the United Colonies 
was aflembled at Philadelphia, on the fifth day 
of laft September. We refolved again to offer 
an humble and dutiful petition to the King, and 
alfo addrefled our fellow-fubjects of Great-Bri- 
tain. We have purfued every temperate, every 
refpectful meafure ; we have even proceeded to 
break 
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break off our commercial intercourfe with our 
fellow-fubjects, as the laft peaceable admonition, 
that our attachment to no nation upon earth 
fhould fupplant our attachment to liberty. This, 
we flattered ourfelves, was the ultimate ftep of 
the controverfy: but fubfequent events have 
fhewn, how vain was this hope of finding mode- 
ration in our enemies. 


SeveraL threatening expreflions -againft the 
colonies were inferted in his majefty’s fpeech ; 
our petition, though we were told it was a de- 
cent one, and that his majefty had been pleafed 
to receive it gracioufly, and to promife laying it 
before his parliament, was huddled into both 
houfes among a bundle of American papers, and 
there neglected. The lords and commons in 
their addrefs, in the month of February, faid, 
‘that a rebellion at that time actually exifted 
é within the province of Maffachufetts-Bay ; and 
‘that thofe concerned in it had been counte- 

nanced and encouraged by unlawful combina- 

tions and engagements, entered into by his 

majelty’s fubjects in feveral of the other colo- 
‘nies; and therefore they befought his majefty, 

that he would take the moft effectual meafures 
‘to enforce due obedience to the laws and au- 
«thority of the fupreme legiflature.’ Soon after 
the commercial intercourfe of whole colonies, 
with foreign countries, and with each other, was 
cut off by an aét of parliament; by another, fe- 
veral of them were entirely prohibited from the 


fifheries 


fifheries in the feas near their coafts, on which 
they always depended for their fuftenance; and 
large reinforcements of fhips and troops were 
immediately fent over to general Gage. 


FRUITLEss were all the entreaties, arguments, 
and eloquence of an illuftrious band of the moft 
diftinguifhed peers and commoners, who nobly 
and ftrenuoufly afferted the juftice of our caufe, 
to flay, or even to mitigate the heedlefs fury with 
which thefe accumulated and unexampled out- 
rages were hurried on. Equally fruitlefs was the 
interference of the city of London, of Briftol, 
and many other refpectable towns, in our favour. 
Parliament adopted an infidious manceuvre, cal- 
culated to divide us, to eftablifh a perpetual auc- 
tion of taxations where colony fhould bid againft 
colony, all of them uninformed what ranfom 
fhould redeem their lives ; and thus to extort from 
us, at the point of the bayonet, the unknown 
{ums that fhould be fufficient to gratify, if pofit- 
ble to gratify, minifterial rapacity, with the mi- 
ferable indulgence left to us of raifing, in our 
own mode, the prefcribed tribute. What terms 
more rigid and humiliating could have been dic- 
tated by remorfelefs vidtors to conquered enemies ? 
In our circumftances to accept them, would be 
to deferve them. 


_ Soon alter the intelligence of thefe proceed- 
ings arrived on this continent, general Gage, 
who, in the courfe of the laft year, had taken 
2F poflefion 
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poffeflion of the town of Bofton, in the province 
of Maffachufetts-Bay, and ftill occupied it as 2 
garrifon, on the rgth day of April, fent out from 
that place a large detachment of his army, who , 
made an unprovoked affault on the inhabitants 
of the faid province, at the town of Lexington, 
as appears by the affidavits of a great number of 
perfons, fome of whom were officers and foldiers 
of that detachment, murdered eight of the in- 
habitants, and wounded many others. From 
thence the troops proceeded in warlike array to 
the town of Concord, where they fet upon ano- 
ther party of the inhabitants of the fame province, 
killing feveral and wounding more, until com- 
pelled to retreat by the country people fuddenly 
aflembled to repel this cruel aggreffion. Hoftili- 
ties, thus commenced by the Britifh troops, have 
been fince profecuted by them without regard to 
faith or reputation. The inhabitants of Bofton 
being confined within that town by the general, 
their governor, and having, in order to procure 
their difmiffion, entered into a treaty with him, 
it was ftipulated, that the faid inhabitants having 
depofited their arms with their own magiftrates, | 
{hould have liberty to depart, taking with them 
their other effets. They accordingly delivered 
up their arms, but in open violation of honour, 
in defiance of the obligation of treaties, whick 
even favage nations efteemed facred, the gover- 
nor ordered the arms depofited as aforefaid, that 
they might be preferved for their owners, to ors 
feized by a body of foldiers ; detained the ereatelt 
part 
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part of the inhabitants in the town, and compel- 
led the few who were permitted to retire, to leave 
their moft valuable effects behind. 


By this perfidy, wives are feparated from their 
hufbands, children from their parents, the aged 
and the fick from their relations and friends, who 
with to attend and comfort them; and thofe who 
have been ufed to live in plenty and even cle- 
gance, are reduced to deplorable diitrets. 


Tue general, further emulating his minifterial 
mafters, by a proclamation bearing date on the 
12th day of June, after venting the groffeft falfe- 
hoods and calumnies againft the good people of 
thefe colonies, proceeds to ‘ declare them all, 
‘ either by name or defcription, to be rebels and 
© traitors, to fuperfede the courfe of the common 
‘law, and inftead thereof to publith and order 
‘the ufe and exercife of the law martial.’ His 
troops have butchered our countrymen, have 
wantonly burnt Charlefton, befides a confiderable 
number of houfes in other places ; our fhips and 
veffels are feized; the neceflary fupplies of pro- 
vifions are intercepted, and he is exerting his 
utmoft power to {pread deftruction and devafta- 
tion around him. 


We have received certain intelligence, that 
general Carleton, the governor of Canada, is 
inftigating the people of that province, and the 


Indians, to fall upon us; and we have but too 
much 
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much reafon to apprehend, that fchemes have 
been formed to excite domeftick enemies againft 
us. In brief, a part of thefe colonies now feel, 
and all of them are fure of feeling, as far as the 
vengeance of adminiftration can inflict them, the 
complicated calamities of fire, fword and famine. 
We are reduced to the alternative of choofing 
an unconditional fubmiffion to the tyranny of ir- 
ritated minifters, or refiftance by force. The 
latter is our choice. We have counted the coft 
of this conteft, and find nothing fo dreadful as 
voluntary flavery. Honour, juftice and huma- 
nity, forbid us tamely to furrender that freedom 
which we received from our gallant anceftors, 
and which our innocent pofterity have a right 
to receive from us. We cannot endure the in- 
famy and guilt of refigning fucceeding genera- 
tions to that wretchednefs which inevitably awaits 
them, if we bafely entail hereditary bondage 
upon them. 


Our caufe is juft. Our union is perfect. Our 
internal refources are great, and, if neceflary, 
foreign affiftance is undoubtedly attainable. We 
gratefully acknowledge, as fignal inftances of the 
Divine Favour towards us, that his Providence 
would not permit us to be called into this fevere 
controverfy, until we were grown up to our 
prefent ftrength, had been previoufly exerciled 
in warlike operation, and .poffefled of the means 
of defending ourfelves. With hearts fortified 
with thefe animating reflections, we moft foiemn- 
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ly, before Gop and the world, DECLARE, that, 
exerting the utmoft energy of thofe powers, 
which our beneficent Creator hath gracioufly be- 
{towed upon us, the arms we have been compel- 
led by our enemies to aflume, we will, in defi- 
ance of every hazard, with unabating firmnefs 
and perfeverance, employ for the prefervation of 
our liberties; being with one mind refolved to 
die freemen rather than to live flaves. 


Lest this declaration fhould difquiet the minds 
of our friends and fellow-fubjects in any part of 
the empire, we aflure them that we mean not to 
diffolve that union which has fo long and fo hap- 
pily fubfifted between us, and which we fincere- 
ly with to fee reftored. Neceflity has not yet 
driven us into that defperate meafure, or induced 
us to excite any other nation to war againift them. 
We have not raifed armies with ambitious defigns 
of feparating from Great-Britain, and eftablith- 
‘ing independent ftates. We fight not for glory 
or for conqueft. We exhibit to mankind the 
remarkable fpe¢tacle of a people attacked by un- 
provoked enemies, without any imputation or 
even fufpicion of offence. They boaft of their 
privileges and civilization, and yet profier no 
milder conditions than fervitude or death. 


In our own native land, in defence of the 
freedom that is our birth-right, and which we 
ever enjoyed till the late violation of it—for the 
proteGion of our property, acquired folely by the 

honeft 
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honeft induftry of our fore-fathers and ourfelves, 
againft violence actually offered, we have taken 
up arms. We fhall lay them down when hoftili- 
ties fhall ceafe on the part of the aggreflors, and 
all danger of their being renewed {hall be re- 
moved, and not before. 


Wir an humble confidence in the mercies of 
the fupreme and impartial Judge and Ruler of 
the univerfe, we moft devoutly implore his Di- 
vine Goodnefs to protect us happily through this 
great conflict, to difpofe our adverfaries to recon- 
ciliation on reafonable terms, and thereby to 
relieve the empire from the calamities of civil 
war. 
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The manifefta and declaration of the earl of Car- 
lifle, fir Henry Clinton and William Eden, pub- 
lifhed on the third day of O@ober, 1778. 


Zo the members of the Congre/s, the members of the 
general affemblies or conventions of the feveral 
colonies, plantations and provinces of New-Hamp- 
fbire, Maffachufetts-Bay, Rhode-I/land, Connec- 
ticut, New-York, New-Ferfey, Pennfylvania, the 
Three Lower Counties on Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina and 
Georgia, and all others, free inhabitants of the 
faid colonies, of every rank and denomination. 


By the earl of Carlifle, fir Henry Clinton and Wil- 
liam Eden, efquire, commiffioners appointed by 
his mayjefty in purfuance of an act of parliament, 
made and paffed in the eighteenth year of his ma- 
sefty’s reign, to enable his majefty to appoint com- 
miffioners to treat, confult, and agree upon the 
means of quieting the diforders now fubfifiing in 
certain of the colonies, plantations, and provinces 
in North-America. 


f AVING amply and repeatedly made known 
& tothe Congrefs, and having alfo proclaimed 
to ihe inhabitants of North-America in general, 
the benevolent overtures of Great-Britain towards 
a re-union and coalition with her colonies, we do 
not think it confiftent either with the duty we 
owe 
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owe to our country, or with a juft regard to the 
characters we bear, to perfift in holding out of- 
fers, which, in our eftimation, required only) to 
be known to be moft gratefully accepted; and 
we have accordingly, excepting only the com- 
mander in chief, who will be detained by military 
duties, refolved to return to England a few weeks 
after the date of this manifefto and proclamation. 


Previous, however, to this decifive ftep, we 
are led, by a juft anxiety for the great objets of 
our miflion, to enlarge on fome points which may 
not have been fufficiently underftood, to recapi- 
tulate to our fellow-fubjects the bleffings which 
we are empowered to confer, and to warn them 
of the continued train of evils to which they are 
at prefent blindly and obftinately expofing them- 
felves. 


To the members of the Congrefs, then, we 
again declare, that we are ready to concur in all 
fatisfa&tory and juft arrangements for fecuring to 
them dnd their refpective conftituents, the re- 
eftablifhment of peace, with the exemption from 
any impofition of taxes by the parliament of 
Great-Britain, and the irrevocable enjoyment of 
every privilege confiftent with that union of in- 
terefts and force on which our mutual profperity 
and the fafety of our common religion and liberty. 
depend. We again affert, that the members of 
the Congrefs were not authorized by their confti- 
tution either to reject our offers without the pre- 

vious 
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vious confideration and confent of the feveral 
aflemblies and conventions, their conftituents, or 
to refer us to pretended foreign treaties, which 
they know are delufively framed in the firft in- 
ftance, and which have never yet been ratified 
by the people of this continent. And we once 
more remind the members of the Congrefs, that 
they are refponfible to their countrymen, to the 
world, and to Gop, for the continuance of this 
war, and for all the miferies with which it muft 
be attended. , 


To the general aflemblies and conventions of 
the different colonies, plantations and provinces 
above-mentioned, we now feparately make the 
offers which we originally tranfmitted to the Con- 
grefs ; and we hereby call upon and urge them 
to meet exprefsly for the purpofe of confidering 
whether every motive, political as well as moral, 
fhould not decide their refolution to embrace the 
occafion of cementing a free and firm coalition 
with Great-Britain. It has not been, nor is it, 
our with, to feek the objects, which we are com- 
miflioned to purfue, by fomenting popular divifi- 
ons and partial cabals; we think fuch conduct 
would be ill fuited to the generous nature of the 
offers made, and unbecoming the dignity of the 
King and the ftate which makes them. But it is 
both our with and our duty to encourage and 
fupport any men or bodies of men in their return 
of loyalty to our fovereign and of affection to 


our fellow-fubjedts, 
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To all others, free inhabitants of this once 
happy empire, we alfo addrefs ourfelves. Such 
of them as are atually in arms, of whatfoever 
rank or defcription, will do well to recolleé&, that 
the grievances, whether real or fuppofed, which. 
led them into this rebellion, have been for-ever 
removed, and that the juft occafion is arrived for 
their returning to the clafs of peaceful citizens. 
But if the honours of a military life are become 
their object, let them feek thofe honours under 
the banners of their rightful fovereign, and in 
fighting the battles of the united Britifh empire 
again{t our late mutual and natural enemy. 


To thofe whofe profeflion it is to exercife the 
funétions of religion on this continent, it cannot 
furely be unknown, that the foreign power with 
which the Congrefs is endeavouring to connect 
them, has ever been averfe to toleration, and 
inveterately oppofed to the interefts and freedom 
of the places of worfhip which they ferve; and 
that Great-Britain, from whom they are for the 
prefent feparated, muft, both from the principles 
of her conftitution and of proteftantifm, be at 
all times the beft guardian of religious liberty, 
and moft difpofed to promote and extend it. 


To all thofe who can eftimate the bleflings of 
peace, and its influence over agriculture, arts and 
commerce, who can feel a due anxiety for the 
education and .eftablifhment of their children, or 


who can plage a juft value on domeftick fecurity, 
we 
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we think it fufficient to obferve, that they are 
made by their leaders to continue involved in all 
the calamities of war, without having either a 
juft object to purfue, or a fubfifting grievance 
which may not inftantly be redrefled. 


Bur if there be any-perfons who, divefled of 
miftaken refentments, and uninfluenced by felfith 
interefts, really think that it is for the benefit of 
the colonies to feparate themfelves from Greate 
Britain, and that fo feparated, they will find a 


conftitution more mild, more free, and better - 


calculated for their profperity than that which 
they heretofore enjoyed, and which we are em- 
powered and difpofed to renew and improve, with 
fuch perfons we will not difpute a pofition which 
feems to be fufficiently contradi€ted by the expe- 
rience they have had. But we think it right to 
leave them fully aware of the change which the 
maintaining fuch a pofition muft make in the 
whole nature and future conduct of this war ; 
more efpecially when to this pofition is added the 
pretended alliance with the court of France.— 
The policy, as well as the benevolence of Great- 
Britain, have thus far checked the extremes of 
war, when they tended to diftrefs a people {till 
confidered as our fellow-fubjea&ts, and to defolate 
a country fhortly to become a fource of mutual 
advantage: but when that country profefles the 
unnatural defign not only of eftranging herfelt 
from us, but of mortgaging herfelf and her re- 
. fources to our enemies, the whole conteft is 

changed ; 
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changed; and the queftion is, how far Great- 
Britain may, by every means in her power, de- 
{troy or render ufelefs a connection contrived for 
her ruin, and for the aggrandizement of France. 
Under fuch circumftances the laws of felf-pre- 
fervation muft dire&t the conduét of Great-Bri- 
tain; and if the Britifh colonies are to become 
an acceflion to France, will direct her to render 
that acceffion of as little avail as poflible to her 
enemy. | 


Ir, however, there are any who think, that, 
notwithftanding thefe reafonings, the independ- 
ence of the colonies will, in the refult, be ac- 
knowledged by Great-Britain; to them we an- 
{wer without referve, that we neither poflefs or 
expeét powers for that purpofe; and that, if, 
Great-Britain could ever have funk fo low as to 
adopt fuch a meafure, we fhould not have thought 
ourfelves compellable to be the inftruments in 
making a conceflion, which would, in our opi- 
nion, be calamitous to the colonies, for whom it 
is made, and difgraceful as well as calamitous, 
to the country from which it is required. And 
we think proper to declare, that in this {pirit and 
fentiment we have regularly written from this 
continent to Great-Britain. 


Ir will now become the colonies in general to 
call to mind their own folemn appeals to Heaven 
in the beginning of this conteft; that they took 
arms only for the redrefs of grievances; and that 

it 
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it would be their wifh, as well as their intereft, 
to remain for-ever connected with Great-Britain. 
We again afk them, whether all their grievances, 
real or fuppofed, have not been amply and fully 
redrefled ? and we infift, that the offers we have 
made, leave nothing to be wifhed, in point either 
of immediate liberty or permanent fecurity: if 
thofe offers are now rejected, we withdraw from 
the exercife of a commiffion with which we have 
in vain been honoured; the fame liberality will 
no longer be due from Great-Britain, nor can it 
either in juftice or policy be expected from her. 


In fine, and for the fuller manifeftation as weil 
of the difpofition we bear, as of the gracious 
and generous purpofes of the commiflion under 
which we aé&, we hereby declare, that whereas 
his majefty, in purfuance of an a&t, made and 
paffed in the eighteenth feflion of parliament, 
entitled, ‘An ac to enable his majefty to ap- 
‘point commiffioners with fufficient powers to 
‘treat, confult and agree upon the means of 
* quieting the diforders now fubfifting in certain 
‘of the colonies, plantations and provinces of 
‘ North-America,’ having been pleafed to autho- 
rize and empower us to grant a pardon or par- 
dons to any number or defcription of perfons 
within the colonies, plantations and provinces 
of New-Hampthire, ‘Maflachufetts-Bay, Rhode- 
Hland, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, the Three Lower Counties on De- 
Jaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 
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South-Carolina and Georgia: and whereas the 
good effeéts of the faid authorities and powers 
towards the people at large, would have long 
fince taken place, if a due ufe had been made 
of our firft communications and overtures, and 
have thus far been fruftrated only by the precipi- 
tate refolution of the members of the Congrefs 
not to treat with us, and by their declining to 
confult with their conftituents: we now in mak- 
ing our appeal to thofe conftituents, and to the 
free inhabitants of this continent in general, have 
determined to give to them what in our opinion 
fhould have been the firft objet of thofe who 
appeared to have taken the management of their 
interefts, and adopt this mode of carrying the 
faid authorities and powers into execution. We 
accordingly hereby grant and proclaim a pardon 
or pardons of all and all manner of treafons or 
mifprifions of treafons, by any perfon or perfons, 
or by any number or defcription of perfons with- 
in the faid colonies, plantations or provinces, 
counfelled, commanded, aéted or done on or be- 
fore the date of this manifefto and proclamation. 


Anp we further declare and proclaim, that if 
any perfon or perfons, or any number or defcrip- 
tion of perfons within the faid colonies, planta- 
tions and provinces, now adtually ferving either 
in a civil or military capacity in this rebellion, 
fhall, at any time during the continuance of this 
manifefto and proclamation, withdraw himfelf or 
themfelves from fuch civil or military fervice, and 


fhall 
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fhall continue thenceforth peaceably as a good 
and faithful fubje& or fubjects to his majefty, to 
demean himfelf or themfelves, fuch perfon or 
perfons, or fuch number and defcription of per- 
fons, fhall become and be fully entitled to, and 
hereby obtain all the benefits of, the pardon or 
pardons hereby granted; excepting only from 
the faid pardon or pardons every perfon, and every 
number or defcription of perfons, who, after the 
date of this manifefto and proclamation, fhall, 
under the pretext of authority, as judges, jury- 
men, minifters, or officers of civil jultice, be in- 
{trumental in executing and putting to death any 
of his majefty’s fubjeéts within the faid colonies, 
plantations and provinces. 


Awnp we think proper further to declare, that 
nothing herein contained is meant, or fhall be 
conftrued, to fet at liberty any perfon or perfons 
now being a prifoner or prifoners, or who, dur- 
ing the continuance of this rebellion, fhall become 
a prifoner or prifoners. 


Anp we offer to the colonies at large, or ie- 
parately, a general or ieparate peace, with the 
revival of their ancient governments  fecured 
againft any future infringements, atid protected 
for-ever from taxation by Great-Britain. And, 
with refpect to fuch further regulations, whether 
civil, military or commercial, as they may wilh 
to be framed and eftablithed, we promile all the 
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concurrence and affiftance that his majefty’s com- 
miffion authorizes and enables us to give. 


Anp we declare, that this manifefto and pro- 
clamation fhall continue and be in force forty 
days from the date thereof, that is to fay, from 
the third day of O@ober to the eleventh day of 
November, both inclufive. . 


Anp, in order that the whole contents of this 
manifefto and proclamation may be more fully 
known, we fhall direé&t copies thereof, both in 
the Englifh and German language, to be tran{- 
mitted by flags of truce to the Congrefs, the 
gencral affemblies or conventions of the colonies, 
plantations and provinces, and to feveral perfons 
both in civil and military capacities within the 
faid colonies, plantations and provinces. And, 
for the further fecurity in times to come of the 
feveral perfons or numbers or defcriptions of per- 
fons who are or may be the objeéts of this mani- 
fefto and proclamation, we have fet our hands. 
and feals to thirteen copies thereof, and have 
tranfmitted the fame to the thirteen colonies, 
plantations and provinces above-mentioned ; and 
we are willing to hope that the whole of this ma- 
nifefto and proclamation will be fairly and freely 
publifhed and circulated for the immediate, ge- 
neral and moft ferious confideration and benefit 
of all his majefty’s fubje€ts on this continent. 
And we earneftly exhort all perfons who by this 
inftrument forthwith receive the benefit of the 

King’s 
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King’s pardon, at the fame time that they enter- 
tain a becoming fenfe of thofe lenient and af. 
fectionate meafures whereby they are now freed 
from many grievous charges which might have 
rifen in judgment, or have been brought in quef- 
tion againft them, to make a wife improvement 
of the fituation in which this manifefto and pro- 
clamation places them, and not only to recolleét, 
that a perfeverance in the prefent rebellion, or any 
adherence to the treafonable conneétion attempted 
to be framed with a foreign power, will, after 
the prefent grace extended, be confidered as 
crimes of the moft aggravated kind, but to vie 
with each other in eager and cordial endeavours 
to fecure their own peace, and promote and 
eftablifh the profperity of their countrymen and 
the general weal of the empire. 


Ann, purfuant to his majefty’s commiffion, 
we hereby require all officers, civil and military, 
and all others his majefty’s loving fubje@&s what- 
foever, to be aiding and affifting unto us in the 
execution of this our manifefto and proclamation, 
and of all the matters herein contained. 


Given at New-York, this third day of 
October, 1778. 
CARLISLE, (L. S.) 
Tis CLINTON, - (Luo) 
Wa. Even, (ESS: ) 
By their excellencies command, 
ApaM Fereuson, fecretary. 
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By the CONGRESS of the United States of : 


AMEFICA, 
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HESE United States having been driven to 
hoftilities by the oppreflive and tyrannous 
meafares of Great-Britain ; having been compel- 
led to commit the effential rights of man to the 
decifion of arms; and having been at length 
forced to fhake off a yoke which had grown too 
burdenfome to bear, they declared themfelves 
free and independent. 


Conripine in the juftice of their caufe; con- 
fiding in Him who difpofes of human events, 
although weak and unprovided, they fet the power 
of their enemies at defiance. " 


Iw this confidence they have continued through 
the various fortune of three bloody campaigns, 
unawed by the power, unfubdued by the barba- 
rity of their foes. Their virtuous citizens have 
borne, without repining, the lofs of many things 
which make life defirable.. Their brave troops 
have patiently endured the hardfhips and dangers 
of a fituation, fruitful in both ‘beyond former 
example. 


Tue Congrefs, confidering themfelves bound 
to 


to love their enemies, as children of that Being 
who is equally the Father of all; and defirous, 
fince they could not prevent, at leaft to alleviate, 
the calamities of war, have ftudied to fpare thofe 
who were in arms againft them, and to lighten 
the chains of captivity. 


Tue conduét of thofe ferving under the King 
of Great-Britain hath, with fome few exceptions, 
been diametrically oppofite. They have laid 
wafte the open country, burned the defencelefs 
villages, and butchered the citizens of America. 
Their prifons have been the flaughter-houfes of 
her foldiers, their fhips of her feamen, and the 
fevereft injuries have been aggravated by the 
groffeft infult. 


Foritep in their vain attempt to fubjugate the 
unconquerable fpirit of freedom, they have meanly 
affailed the reprefentatives of America with bribes, 
with deceit, and the fervility of adulation. They 
have made a mock of humanity, by the wanton 
deftruction of men: they have made a mock of 
religion, by impious appeals to Gop whilft in the 
violation of his facred commands: they have 
made a mock even of reafon itfelf, by endeavour- 
ing to prove, that the liberty and happinefs of 
America could fafely be entrufted to thofe who 
have fold their own, unawed by the fenfe of vir- 
tue or of fhame. 


Treatrep with the contempt which fuch con- 
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duét deferved, they have applied to individuals ; 
they have folicited them to break the bonds of 
allegiance, and imbrue their fouls with the blackeft 
of crimes ; but, fearing that none could be found 
through thefe United States equal to the wicked- 
nefs of their purpofe, to influence weak minds, 
they have threatened more wide devaftation. 


Wutre the fhadow of hope remained, that 
our enemies could be taught by our example to 
refpe&t thofe laws which are held facred among 
civilized nations, and to comply with the dictates 
of a religion which they pretend in common with 
us to believe and to revere, they have been left 
to the influence of that religion and that exam- 
ple. But fince their incorrigible difpofitions can- 
not be touched by kindnefs and compazffion, it 
becomes our duty by other means to vindicate 
the rights of humanity. 


We, therefore, the Congrefs of the United 
States of America, do folemnly declare and pro- 
claim, that if our enemies prefume to execute 
their threats, or perfift in their prefent career of 
barbarity, we will take fuch exemplary vengeance 
as fhall deter others from a like condu@. We 
appeal to that Gop who fearcheth the hearts of 
men, for the rectitude of our intentions ; and in 
His holy prefence we declare, that as we are not 
moved by any light and hafty fuggeftions of an- 


ger and revenge, fo through every poflible change 
of 
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of fortune we will adhere to this our determi- 
nation. 


Done in Congrefs, by unanimous con- 
fent, the thirtieth day of O&ober, 
one thoufand feven hundred and 
feventy-eight. 

Henry Lavrens, prefident. 

Atteft, CHarLtes Tuomson, fecretary. 
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Articles of confederation and perpetual union be- 
tween the ftates of New-Hampfhire, Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay, Rhode-I/land and Providence Planta- 
tions, Connecticut, New-York, New-Ferfey, Penn- 
fylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North- 
Carolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia. 


ARTIcLE I. HE ftyle of this confederacy 
fhall be * The United States of 
America. 


ArTIc.e II. Each ftate retains its fovereignty, 
freedom and independence, and every power, 
jurifdiGtion and right which is not by this confe- 
deration exprefsly delegated to the United States 
in Congrefs aflembled. 


Artic ell. The faid ftates hereby feverally en- 


ter into a firm league of friendfhip with each other, 
for 
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for their common defence, the fecurity of their 
liberties, and their mutual and general welfare, 
binding themfelves to affift each other, againft all 
force offered to, or attacks made upon them, or 
any of them, on account of religion, fovereignty, 
trade, or any other pretence whatever. 


Arricie IV. Dhe better to fecure and perpe- 
tuate mutual friendfhip and intercourfe among 
the people of the different ftates in this union, 
the free inhabitants of each of thefe ftates, pau- 
pers, vagabonds, and fugitives from juftice ex- 
cepted, fhall be entitled to all privileges and im- 
munities of free citizens in the feveral flates ; and 
the people of cach ftate fhall have free ingrefs 
and eres to and from any other ftate, and fhall 
enjoy therein all the privileges of trade and com- 
merce, fubjeG& to the fame duties, impofitions 
and refiritions as the inhabitants thereof refpec- 
tively, provided that fuch reftrictions fhall not 
extend fo far as to prevent the removal of pro- 
perty imported into any-ftate, to any other ftate 
of which the owner is an inhabitant ; provided 
alfo, that no impofition, duties or reftri¢tion, 
fhall be laid by any ftate on the property of the 
United States, or either of them. 


Ty any perfon guilty of, or charged with, trea- 
fon, felony, or other high mifdemeanor in any 
ftate, fhall flee from juftice, and be found in any 
of the United States, he fhall, upon demand of 
the governor, ‘or executive power of the ftate 

from 
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from which he fled, be delivered up and removed 
to the ftate having jurifdiction of his offence. 

Fuxu faith and credit fhall be given in each of 
thefe ftates to the records, acts, and judicial pro- 
ceedings of the courts and magiftrates of every 
other ftate. 


ARTICLE V. For the more convenient ma- 
nagement of the general interefts of the United 
States, delegates fhall be annually appointed in 
fuch manner as the legiflature of each ftate fhall 
direét, to meet in Congrefs on the firft Monday 
in November, in every year, with a power re- 
ferved to each flate, to recall its delegates, or 
any of them, at any time within the year, and 
to fend others in their ftead, for the remainder 
of the year. 


No ftate fhall be reprefented in Congrefs by 
lefs than two, nor more than feven members; 
and no perfon fhall be capable of being a dele- 
gate for more than three years, in any term of 
fix years; nor fhall any perfon, being a delegate, 
be capable of holding any office under the United 
States, for which he, or any other for his bene- 
fit, receives any falary, fees, or emolument of 
any kind. 


Eaca ftate fhall maintain its own delegates in 
a meeting of the flates, and while they act as 
members of the committee of the ftates. 


(440 J 


In determining queftions in the United States 
in Congrefs afflembled, each ftate fhall have one 
vote. ) 


Freepom of fpeech and debate in Congrefs 
fhall not be impeached or queftioned in any court, 
or place out of Congrefs, and the members of 
Congrefs fhall be protected in their perfons from 
arre{ts and imprifonments, during the time of 
their going to and from, and attendance on Con- 
grefs, except for treafon, felony, or breach of 
the peace. 


ArticLe VI. No ftate, without the confent 
of the United States in Congrefs affembled, fhall 
fend any embafly to, or receive any embafly from, 
or enter into any conference, agreement, alli- 
ance, or treaty with any king, prince or ftate ; 
nor fhall any perfon, holding any office of profit 
or truft under the United States, or any of them, 
accept of any prefent, emolument, office, or title 
of any kind whatever from any king, prince or 
foreign ftate; nor fhall the United States in Con- 
erefs aflembled, or any of them, grant any title 
of nobility. 


No two or more ftates fhall enter into any 
treaty, confederation, or alliance whatever be- 
tween them, without the confent of the United 
States in Congrefs affembled, fpecifying accu- 
rately the purpofes for which the fame is to be 
entered into, and how -long it fhall continue. 


No 
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No ftate fhall lay any impolts or duties, which 
may interfere with any ftipulations in treaties, 
entered into by the United States in Congrefs 
affembled, with any king, prince or ftate, in 
purfuance of any treaties already propofed by 
Congrefs, to the courts of France and Spain. 


No veffels of war fhall be kept up in time of 
peace by any flate, except fuch number only as 
fhall be deemed neceflary by the United States 
in Congrefs affembled, for the defence of fuch 
ftate, or its trade; nor fhall any body of forces 
be kept up by any ftate in time of peace, except 
fuch number only, as in the judgment of the 
United States in Congrefs aflembled, fhall be 
deemed requifite to garrifon the forts neceflary 
for the defence of fuch ftate; but every ftate 
fhall always keep up a well-regulated and difci- 
plined militia, fufficiently armed and accoutred, 
and fhall provide and conftantly have ready for 
ufe, in publick ftores, a due number of field« 
pieces and tents, and a proper quantity of arms, 
ammunition, and camp equipage. 


No ftate fhall engage in any war without the 
confent of the United States in Congrefs affems 
bled, unlefs fuch ftate be actually invaded by 
enemies, or fhall have received certain advice of 
a refolution being formed by fome nation of In. 
dians to invade fuch ftate, and the danger is fo 
imminent as not to admit of a delay, till the 


United States in Congrefs aflembied can be con- 
al fulted : 
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falted: nor fhall any flate grant commiffions to 
any fhips or veflels of war, nor letters of marque 
- or reprifal, except it be after a declaration of war 
by the United States in Congrefs aflembled, and 
then only againit the kingdom or ftate and the 
fubjects thereof, againft which war has been fo 
declared, and under fuch regulations as fhall be 
eftablithed by the United States in Congrefs af- 
fembled, unlefs fuch ftate be infefled by pirates, 
in which cafe veflels of war may be fitted out for 
that occafion, and kept fo long as the danger 
fhall continue, or until the United States in Con- 
refs aflembled fhall determine otherwife. 


Artic te VIL. When land-forces are raifed by 
any ftate for the common defence, all officers of, 
or under the rank: of colonel, ‘hall be appointed 
by the legiflature of each {tate refpedtively, by 
whom fuch forces fhall be raifed, or in fuch 
manner as fuch ftate fhall) dire€t, and all vacan- 
cies fhall be filled up by the ftate which firft made 
the appointment. 


Articie VIII. All charges of war, and all 
other expences that fhall be incurred for the 
common defence or general welfare, and allowed 
by the United States in Congrefs affembled, fhall 
be defrayed out of a common treafury, which 
fhall be fupplied by the feveral ftates, in propor- 
tion to the value of all land within each flate, 
granted to or furveyed for any perfon, as’ fuch 


land and the buildings and improvements thereon 
fhall 
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fhall be eftimated, according to fuch mode as 
the United States in Congrefs affembled fhall 
from time to time direct and appoint. The taxes 
for paying that proportion fhall be laid and levied 
by the authority and diretion of the legiflatures 
of the feveral {tates within the time agreed upon 
by the United States in Congrefs aflembled. 


ArTicLe IX, The United States in Congrefs 
affembled fhall have the fole and exclufive right 
and power of determining on peace and war, €x- 
cept in the cafes mentioned in the fixth Article ; 
of fending and receiving ambafladors ; entering 
into treaties and alliances, provided that no treaty 
of commerce fhall be made, whereby the legifla- 
tive power of the refpedtive ftates fhall be re- 
{trained from impofing fuch impofts and duties 
on foreigners, as their own people are fubjeéted 
to, or from prohibiting the exportation or im- 
portation of any fpecies of goods or commodities 
whatfoever ; of eftablifhing rules for deciding in 
all cafes, what captures on land or water fhall be 
legal, and in what manner prizes taken by land 
or naval forces in the fervice of the United States 
fhall be divided or appropriated; of granting 
letters of marque and reprifal in times of ECage 
appointing courts for the trial of piracies and fe- 
lonies committed on the high feas, and eftablifh- 
ing courts for receiving and determining finally 
appeals im all cafes of captures, provided that no 
member of Congrefs fhall be appointed a judge 
of any of the faid courts. 

THE 
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Tur United States in Congrefs affembled fhall 
alfo be the laft refort on appeal in all difputes and 
differences now fubfifting, or that hereafter may 
arife between two or more ftates concerning 
boundary, jurifdi€tion, or any other caufe what- 
ever; which authority fhall always be exercifed 
in the manner following : whenever the legiflative 
or executive authority or lawful agent of any 
{tate in controverfy with another, fhall prefent a 
petition to Congrefs, ftating the matter in quef- 
tion, and praying for a hearing, notice thereof 
fhall be given by order of Congrefs to the legifla- 
tive or executive authority of the other ftate in 
controverfy, and a day afligned for the appearance 
of the parties by their lawful agents, who fhall 
then be directed to appoint by joint confent, com- 
miffioners or judges to conflitute a court for hear- 
ing and determining the matter in queftion; but 
if they cannot agree, Congrefs fhall name three 
perfons out of each of the United States, and 
from the lift of fuch perfons each party fhall al- 
ternately ftrike out one, the petitioners begin- 
ning, until the number fhall be reduced to thir- 
teen; and from that number not lefs than feven, 
nor more than nine names, as Congrefs fhall di- 
reét, fhall, in the prefence of Congrefs, be drawn 
out by lot; and the perfons whofe names fhall 
be fo drawn, or any five of them, fhall be com- 
miflioners or judges, to hear and finally deter- 
mine the controverfy, fo always as a major part 
of the judges, who fhall hear the caufe, thall 
agree 
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apree in the determination: and if either party 
fhall neglect to attend at the day appointed, with- 
out fhewing reafons which Congrefs fhall judge 
fufficient, or being prefent fhall refufe to ftrike, 
the Congrefs fhall proceed to nominate three per- 
fons out of each ftate, and the fecretary of Con- 
grefs fhall {trike in behalf of fuch party abfent 
or refufing ; and the judgment and fentence of 
the court to be appointed, in the manner before 
prefcribed, fhall be final and conclufive; and if 
any of the parties fhall refufe to fubmit to the 
authority of fuch court, or to appear or defend 
their claim or caufe, the court fhall, neverthelefs, 
proceed to pronounce fentence, or judgment, 
which fhall, in like manner, be final and deci- 
five; the judgment or fentence, and other pro- 
ceedings, being in either cafe tranfmitted to Con- 
grefs, and lodged among the acts of Congerefs, 
for the fecurity of the parties concerned : pro- 
vided, that every commiffioner, before he fits in 
judgment, fhall take an oath, to be adminiftered 
by one of the judges of the fupreme or fuperior 
court of the ftate, where the caufe fhall be tried, 
‘well and truly to hear and determine the mat- 
‘ter in queftion, according to the beft of his 
‘judgment, without favour, affection, or hope 
‘of reward:’ provided alfo, that no ftate fhall 
be deprived of territory, for the benefit of the 
United States. 


ALL controverfies concerning the private right 
of foil claimed under different grants of two or 
more 
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more ftates, whofe jarifdiGions as they may re- 
{peat fuch lands, and the ftates which paffed fuch 
grants are adjufted, the faid grants or either of 
them being at the fame time claimed to have 
originated antecedent to fuch fettlement of jurif- 
diction, fhall, on the petition of either party to 
the Congrefs of the United States, be finally 
determined, as near as may be, in the fame man- 
ner as is before prefcribed for deciding difputes 
re{pecting territorial jurifdiCtion between different 
ftates. 


Tue United States in Congrefs aflembled fhall 
alfo have the fole and exclufive right and power 
of regulating the alloy and value of coin {truck 
by their own authority, or by that of the refpec- 
tive ftates; fixing the flandard of weights and 


meafures throughout the United States; regu- 
lating the trade, and managing all affairs with 
the Indians, not members of any of the fates, 
provided that the legiflative right of any ftate 
within irs own limits be not infringed or violated ; 
eftablifhing and regulating poft-offices from one 
{tate to another, throughout all the United States, 
and exacting fuch poftage on the papers pafling 
through the fame, as may be requifite to defray 
the expences of the faid office; appointing all 
officers of the land-forces, in the fervice of the 
United States, excepting regimental officers; ap- 
pointing all the officers of the naval-forces, and 
commiffioning all officers whatever in the fervice 
of the United States ; making rules for the go-. 

vernment 
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vernment and regulation of the faid land and ia 
naval-forces, and directing their operations. ia 


Tue United States in Congrefs aflembled fhail S q 
have authority to appoint a committee, to fit in ae 
the recefs of Congrefs, to be denominated ‘A aS, 
¢ Committee of the States,’ and to confift of one 
delegate from each ftate; and to appoint fuch 8 
other committees and civil officers as may be ne- CMS 
ceflary for managing the general affairs of the og 
United States under their direction; to appoint |. 
one of their number to prefide, provided that no i 
perfon be allowed to ferve in the office of prefi- vt 
dent more than one year in any term of three ) | 
years; to afcertain the neceflary fums of money 
to be raifed for the fervice of the United States, 
and to appropriate and apply the fame for defray- 
ing the publick expences; to borrow money or 
emit bills on the credit of the United States, 
tran{mitting every half year to the refpective 
ftates, an account of the fums of money fo bor- 
rowed or emitted ; to build and equip a navy; 
to agree upon the number of land-forces, and 
to make requifitions from each flate for its quota, 
in proportion to the number of white inhabitants 
in fuch ftate, which requifition fhall be binding, 
and thereupon the legiflature of each ftate fhall 
appoint the regimental officers, raife the men, and 
clothe, arm, and equip them in a foldier-like man- 
ner, at the expence of the United States, and the 
officers and men fo clothed, armed and equipped, 
fhall march to the place appointed, and within the j 

time 
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time agreed on by the United States in Congrefs 
affembled ; but if the United States in Congrefs 
affembled fhall, on confideration of circumftances, 
judge proper that any ftate fhould not raife men, 
or fhould raife a fmaller number than its quota, 
and that any other flate fhould raife a greater 
number of men than the quota thereof, fuch 
extra number fhall be raifed, officered, clothed, 
armed, and equipped in the fame manner as the 
quota of fuch ftate, unlefs the legiflature of fuch 
ftate fhall judge that fuch extra number cannot 
be fately fpared out of the fame, in which cafe 
they fhall raife, officer, clothe, arm and equip, 


as many of fuch extra number as they judge can 
be fafely fpared. And the officers and men fo 


clothed, armed and equipped, fhali march to the 
place appointed, and within the time agreed on 


by the United States in Congrefs aflembled. 


Tue United States in Congrefs affembled fhall 
never engage in a war, nor grant letters of 
marque and reprifal, in time of peace, nor enter 
into any treaties or alliances, nor coin money, nor 
regulate the value thereof, nor afcertain the fums 
and expences neceflary for the defence and wel- 
fare of the United States, or any of them, nor 
emit bills, nor borrow money on the credit of 
the United States, nor appropriate money, nor 
agree upon the number of veffels of war, to be 
built or purchafed, or the number of land or 
fea-forces to be raifed, nor appoint a commander 
in chief of the army or navy, unlefs nine ftates 

affent 
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affent to the fame: nor fhall a queftion on any 
other point, except for adjourning from day to 
day, be determined, unlefs by the votes of a 
majority of the United States in Congrefs aflem- 
bled. 


Tue Congrefs of the United States fhall have 
power to adjourn to any time within the year, 
and to any place within the United States, fo 
that no period of adjournment be for a longer 
duration than the fpace of fix months, and _ fhall 
publifh the journal of their proceedings monthly, 
except fuch parts thereof relating to treaties, al- 
liances or military operations, as in their judg- 
ment require fecrecy; and the yeas and nays of 
the delegates of each ftate on any queftion fhall 
be entered on the journal, when it is defired by 
any delegate; and the delegates of a ftate, or 
any of them, at his or their requeft, fhall be fur- 
nifhed with a tranicript of the faid journal, except 
fuch parts as are above excepted, to lay before 
the legiflatures of the feveral ftates. 


ARTIcLE X. The committee of the ftates, or 
any nine of them, fhall be authorized to exe- 
cute, in the recefs of Congrefs, fuch of the pow- 
ers of Congrefs as the United States in Congrefs 
aflembled, by the confent of nine ftates, fhall 
from time to time think expedient to veft them 
with ; provided that no power be delegated to 
the faid committee, for: the exercife of which, 
by the articles of confederation, the voice of 

2K nine 
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nine ftates, in the Congrefs of the United States 
aflembled, is requifite. 


ArticLe XI. Canada acceding to this confe- 
deration, and joining in the meafures of the 
United States, fhall be admitted into, and en- 
titled to all the advantages of this union; but no 
other colony fhall be admitted into the fame, 
unlefs fuch admiffion be agreed to by nine ftates. 


Articce XII. All bills of credit emitted, mo- 
nies borrowed, and debts contracted by or under 
the authority of Congrefs, before the aflembling 
of the United States, in purfuance of the prefent 
confederation, fhall be deemed and confidered 
as a charge again{ft the United States, for pay- 
ment and fatisfaction whereof the faid United 
States, and the publick faith, are hereby folemnly 
pledged. 


ArticLe XIU. Every ftate fhall abide by the 
determinations of the United States in Congrefs 
affembled, on all queftions which by this confe- 
deration are fubmitted to them. And the arti- 
cles of this confederation fhall be inviolably ob- 
ferved by every ftate, and the union {hall be 
perpetual ; nor fhall any alteration at any time 
hereafter be made in any of them; unlefs fuch 
alteration be agreed to in a congrefs of the 
United States, and be afterwards confirmed by 
the legiflatures of every fiate. 


AND 
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Awnp whereas it hath pleafed the Great Govern- 
or of the world to incline the hearts of the q 
legiflatures we refpeCtively reprefent in Con- . 
‘grefs, to approve of, and to authorize us to ai" 
ratify the faid articles of confederation and j 
perpetual union: Know ye, that we, the 
underfigned delegates, by virtue of the power 
and authority to us given for that purpofe, do, 
by thefe prefents, in the name and in behalf 


of our refpective conftituents, fully and en- S 
tirely ratify and confirm each and every of the if 


faid articles of confederation and perpetual 
union, and all and fingular the matters and af 
things therein contained. And we do further Te 
folemnly plight and engage the faith of our 
refpective conftituents, that they fhall abide by 
the determinations of the United States in 
Congrefs affembled, on all queftions which by 
the faid confederation are fubmitted to them; 
and that the articles thereof fhall be inviolably 
obferved by the ftates we refpectively repre- 
fent; and that the union fhall be perpetual. 
In witTNeEss whereof, we have hereunto fet 
our hands in Congrefs. 


Done at Philadelphia, in the ftate of 
Pennfylvania, thé ninth day of Ju- 
ly, in the year of our Lorp, 1778, 
and in the third year of the inde- 
pendence of America. 


Tug aforefaid articles of confederation were f- | 
nally q 
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nally ratified on the firft day of March 17813 
the ftate of Maryland having, by their mem- 
bers in Congrefs, on that day, acceded thereto, 
and completed the fame. 


New-HampsHIRE, 


ee Bartlett, 
John Wentworth, jun. 


John Hancock, 
Samuel Adams, 


MASSACHUSETTS-BAY, d ae 


Francis Dana, 
James Lovell, 
cari Holten. 
William Ellery, 
Ruope-Istanp, &c. 2 Henry Merchant, 
John Collins. 


Roger Sherman, 
Samuel Huntington, 
ConNECTICUT, 4 Oliver Woicott, 
j Titus Hofmer, 
{ Andrew Adams. 


( James Duane, 
: Francis Lewis, 
1 William Duer, 
| Governeur Morris. 


¢ John Witherfpoon, 
pice as Scudder. 


“Robert Morris, 
Daniel Roberdeau, 
PENNSYLVANIA, Jonathan-B. Smith, 
William Clingan, 
\ Jofeph Reed. 


New-York, 


New-JERSEY, 


ih tay a. oe Re 
Bee No Sr 
fe SPR Lu, yao ee ee 


ahs ue -| 
$n M‘Kean, i 7 


DELAWARE, John Dickinfon, i 
Nicholas Vandyke. 4 " 

; John Hanfon, a 
MARZEAND, yal Carroll. 


¢ Richard-Henry ees 
| John Banifter, 
VIRGINIA Thomas Adams, o 
|i Harvey, | 4 
Francis-Lightfoot Lee. ae 


( John Penn, a 
NortHu-Caro.Lina, } cornet Harnett, | 
John Williams. i. 
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